
Shalom Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob family, 

 

We invite you to renew your membership for 2020 - 2021. Dues have remained the 

same as last year, and as always, we will accommodate the financial needs of anyone 

who wishes to be a member of our growing community. Please return the form with 

your check for dues, or call the office. 

 

 

Please read on for a personal message from our C0-Vice President of 

Membership - Brian Altgold: 

 

So I want to get a little vulnerable with all of you and share. . . because you are like my 

family.  

 

I’ve been feeling a bit down of late.  

 

A corrosive combination of low level stress about the pandemic, the state of the 

economy, extreme divisiveness, vacuums of civil leadership, my children’s growing 

YouTube habit, a new structure and routine that still hasn't gained traction . . . my list 

goes on. 

 

From talking with many of you or playing the voyeur on social media, I know I am not 

alone.  But there isn't any comfort in that. While venting to a good friend at the 

beginning of George Floyd inspired protests, he shared a simple but powerful truth.  

 

Whenever things are bad, if you look, you can always find the good. 

 

And I didn’t have far to look to find the good in my own neighborhood and with our 

shul. Please indulge me with some observations.  While not exhaustive, I hope they will 

give you the strength and hope that they give to me: 

 

A shul of strong and courageous leaders, both formal and informal.  These 

leaders, informed by members of the medical advice team, made the tough call to put 

safety first, to protect our members in an evolving pandemic. 

 

A shul of talented and giving souls.  The plethora of programming choices aimed at 

all of our congregants is simply amazing.  Classes and workshops on Tanach, alternative 



medicine, emotional wellness, dance, ergonomics, halacha, ice cream pick-up, and the 

list goes on.  

 

A shul of people that care for one another. From the start of this pandemic, we 

have been making calls, providing free Pesach seders, shopping for those in need, and 

continuing to do chessed.  

 

A shul that takes action. When rioting left the Bronzeville neighborhood devastated 

and without grocery stores, our community stepped up and within three days organized 

two trucks of perishables to be delivered to hard hit neighborhoods. Our community has 

taken the pandemic as an opportunity to give, donating to The ARK and the Niles 

Township Food Pantry.  

 

A shul of committed daveners waking up early to start and end the day together on 

Zoom.  And when ready, under the guidance of our Reopening committee and Medical 

Advisory Committee, these daveners came to the parking lot and then the social hall, 

donning masks and smelling of ethanol to make a minyan so that kaddish could be said. 

 

A shul of warm, friendly people that has continued to attract and welcome new 

members even in these difficult times. 

 

A shul that looks to the future.  Not just tomorrow or next month but to the next 75 

years paving a path forward to strengthen and evolve. This includes our physical space 

which begins an exciting renovation later this year and our communal leadership space 

through the Solu initiative focused on social action and our youth. We are creating a 

legacy for ourselves and for our families.  

 

A shul with a Rabbi who asks us to bring our best selves to the world every 

day, who celebrates our victories and stands by and encourages us in our failings. 

 

Our shul is unique. It took effort to get to where we are, and it will take effort to keep 

us going and take us forward, challenging us to keep growing. Whether you have been a 

member of Skokie Valley for 60 years of six weeks, you are an integral part of what 

makes us, us.  

 

 

 

 



We recognize that this will be a difficult year and anyone who is in a financial position 

they did not expect to be in should not hesitate for a moment to ask for a dues 

adjustment by completing the dues adjustment request form 

https://www.svaj.org/dues-adjustment, or contacting office@svaj.org  847-674-3473, 

Sarah Gryka -  treasurer@svaj.org, Debbie Eisenstein -president@svaj.org or Rav Ari - 

ravari@svaj.org.  All requests will be kept confidential.  

 

So what can you do?  

1. Please renew your membership.  It’s that easy.  Membership is the 

lifeblood of our shul.  

○ Insert link to renew 

2. Spread the word about our shul and our programming 

○ You are our best ambassadors.  Think someone would be interested in a 

program? Let them know. 

3. If you are able, please consider making a larger gift when it is time for 

the Yom Kippur appeal. 

○ The building renovation has been generously funded by gifts outside of our 

operating budget. While the reality is that many of our members are 

struggling financially, B’H many are hanging in there or even doing well. 

We need you even more this year.  It all adds up, so any incremental 

increase is welcome and needed. 

 

4.  Complete the Membership Questionnaire to help us plan for the High 

Holidays.  We appreciate all of you who responded already!   (Insert Link) 

 

Tough times can bring out the worst in people, and they can also bring out the best. 

 

On behalf of my co-chair, Leah Neiman, Rabbi Ari Hart and President Debbie 

Eisenstein, thank you for being part of the Skokie Valley family. 

 

Brian Altgold 
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