
Dear Members, Supporters, and Friends, 

I hope this letter finds you all well. With the beginning of Elul, the High Holidays are fast 
approaching, closing the book on 5780. As the holidays approach, I want to share some of our 
accomplishments amidst the unique challenges of the past year; and reflect on our hopes for 5781. 

As the leaves changed color at the start of 5780, Skokie Valley was filled with activity: tefilla; adult 
classes; Shabbat speakers; a Maharat intern; Tot Shabbat and other youth programing, and more 
[note: add or subtract to this list to highlight what you think is most important]. Though much has 
changed since then, Skokie Valley remains a bustling, vibrant, synagogue, warm and welcoming to 
all; filling the virtual world with tefilla, adult classes, guest scholars, youth programs, and more. 
[Same] More recently, we have resumed limited, but much needed, in-person tefilla; and—thanks 
to a group of generous donors—started construction on a renovated sanctuary, along with other 
improvements to our building. 
 
Even more remarkable, under Rav Ari’s extraordinary leadership Skokie Valley continues to be as 
warm and welcoming as ever, despite the challenges created by the physical distance between us. 
Over the past few months there have been thousands of connections among Skokie Valley 
members through phone calls, texts, and WhatsApp groups; critical deliveries of food, medicine, 
and more to community members in need;  and more. As a result, we have continued to attract 
new members over the past five months. None of this would be possible without all of you, our 
community members, and the incredible effort you have made to keep our community together 
even as we are physically apart.  

It is because of all of you that I remain as optimistic as ever about the future of Skokie Valley. We 
pray that 5781 will see a return to normalcy, so we can once again come together in person. But if 
not, I know that with your help, Skokie Valley will continue to meet the spiritual, communal, and 
material needs of its members, even from afar. 

As you know, the Yom Kippur Appeal is a vital and necessary part of our synagogue's operating 
budget that helps to support security, programming, staff salaries, and facility maintenance. During 
these challenging times, many of our members are struggling and have asked for reduced dues. If 
you are one of the fortunate among us who are in position to give to the Yom Kippur Appeal this 
year, we ask that you please step up and consider a larger gift this year. 

We encourage you to make your pledge and payment in advance of Yom Kippur by clicking the 
button above or below. 
 
We are blessed that so many of you share generously of your time and talent.  On behalf of the 
shul’s leadership team, thank you for your support and best wishes for a very happy and healthy 
new year. 
  
Debbie Eisenstein 
President 


