
High Holiday Seating Sign Up 
 
Dear Skokie Valley, 
 
We are looking forward to an exciting High Holiday season, filled with learning, inspiration, 
prayer and sweetness! As we have throughout this pandemic, we are offering multiple 
opportunities for our community to experience the holidays in person or at home. 
 
This email is about how to use our online seating reservation system for those who wish to 
gather for in-person services on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
 
If you need help or have any questions, please call the office and we will gladly walk you 
through this process and sign you up over the phone. Please note that earlier this week 
we called our members who are not active on email to make sure they are aware of our 
plans and have an opportunity to sign up as well.  
 
The process for seating this year is as follows: 
 
1. Read and understand the in-person davening policies: 
https://www.svaj.org/form/HH-attendance.html  
2. Confirm your agreement to abide by the policies.  
3. You will then get a link to sign up for a seat at one of our tefillot. You will need to sign up 
separately for each tefillah you wish to attend (Rosh Hashanah Day 1, Rosh Hashanah Day 
2, and Yom Kippur) 
 

After you sign up, you will get an email confirmation and a reminder 2 days before Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur confirming your request. As seating is limited, please let us know as 
soon as possible if your plans change so we can allow someone else to attend.  
 
Sign-up is being done on a first-come first-served basis, so we encourage you to make 
your plans soon! 
 
Now, here are some answers to questions you may have: 
 
Where and when will the services be held? 
We are pleased to offer Indoor and Outdoor prayer services this year and multiple services at 
each location. Skokie Valley has invested in a tent and security fencing to accommodate 
outdoor services in the grassy area to the north of the building. Outdoor services will begin at 
7:15 am, 9:45 am and 12:15 pm. Please note that the tent is covered but will not have sides, air 
conditioning or heat so you will need to dress accordingly.  
 
We will be holding indoor service options in the social hall at 7:45am and 10:45am. The Social 
Hall is our largest, best-ventilated and most flexible space and thus the safest for our indoor 
gatherings.  
 
 
 

https://www.svaj.org/form/HH-attendance.html


Is there a charge for High Holiday Seats? 
As in the past, Full Family membership includes high holiday seats for immediate members of 
your household and children who still live with you under age 26. Full Individual membership 
includes one high holiday seat. Associate membership is for those who have full membership at 
another synagogue and does not include High Holiday seats. If you have questions about your 
membership status or want to upgrade, please email office@svaj.org. 
 
Can non-members come? 
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, seating for the high holidays will be limited to Full Skokie 
Valley members only. We realize that this is a departure from past years, but are unable to 
accomodate any guest requests. Membership, however, is open and anyone may join the shul. 
We look forward to being able to celebrate with guests again soon! 
 
Will there be Traditional seating? 
We are pleased to honor our Traditional legacy by offering a Traditional seating option at our 
outdoor services. If you have attended the Traditional Service in the past and would like this 
option, please note it on the form where asked.  
 
Will seats be assigned? Can I sit with other members of my household?  
Seats will not be open this year. Chairs will be spaced at least 6 feet apart, but members of the 
same household may bring chairs closer together and sit next to one another. 
 
Without guest seating, will the shul be ok financially this year? 
We are projecting a significant budget shortfall due to the loss in revenue from guest high 
holiday Seats, increases in costs from the tent and security, and decreased revenue from dues. 
The Yom Kippur Appeal has begun and remains a vital and necessary part of our synagogue’s 
operating budget. We hope that all will participate in the Yom Kippur Appeal, at any level, and 
we ask that those who are able please match or increase their support from the past. As always, 
no one is turned away from the shul for financial reasons. Your generous support is vital and as 
always, very much appreciated. You can donate to the Yom Kippur Appeal here. 
 
How will Shofar blowing be conducted? 
Shofar blowing will be conducted after each tefillah and will be outside.(There will be no shofar 
blowing on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, which is Shabbat.) We will also be blowing the 
shofar at Camp Shana Tova, Tot Chagim, and an additional outdoor shofar blowing to take 
place on the second day of Rosh Hashanah. If you are unable to come to a shofar blowing at 
shul, we will blow the shofar for you outside of your home. Please contact ravari@svaj.org if you 
would like this option. 
 
Can I bring my children? 
Children under bar and bat mitzvah age will unfortunately not be able to attend services this 
year.  We hope that by providing Camp Shana Tova, Tot Chagim programming, at home 
activities in the Rosh Hashanah gift bag, and staggered services, families with children will be 
able to find opportunities for parents to pray and for children to have meaningful High Holiday 
Experiences. For information and registration for Camp Shana Tova, please click here: 
www.svaj.org/hhcamp 
 
 

https://www.svaj.org/yom-kippur-appeal-2020
mailto:ravari@svaj.org
https://www.svaj.org/hhcamp-2020#


How long will services be? 
This year, we are striving to keep all our services to under 2 hours. This follows the guidance of 
our Medical Committee and halachic advisers locally and around the world. In order to make 
this possible, we plan to omit many of the traditional piyyutim, divrei torah, and abbreviate other 
parts of the service where halachically acceptable. Rav Ari will be sharing sermons via video 
before the holidays. 
 
Will everyone need to be masked? 
Yes. All participants, including those leading services and reading from the Torah, will be 
required to wear face masks that cover their mouth and nose at all times while on Skokie Valley 
premises, indoor or out. 
 
What about singing? 
This year, we will not be singing as a community. The science is clear that loud communal 
singing is one of the most dangerous activities at this time. However, spirited humming is most 
welcome! 
 
We hope this answers some of your questions. If you have other questions, don’t hesitate to 
reach out to Carin or Rose in the office or Rav Ari. We deeply appreciate our community’s 
flexibility, understanding and patience as we do the best we can, together. 
 
May it be a year of good health, connection, and life for our shul, the Jewish people and the 
whole world. Shana Tova! 
 


