
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 31 & April 1, 2018 
15-16 Nisan 5778 

 

First Day of Passover 
 

Torah Reading - Page 354 
Maftir - Page 892 

Haftorah - Page 1221 
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In the Week Ahead 
Saturday, Mar 31 

Shacharit ................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m. 
Insights Into the Weekly Torah Portion .................................. 6:30 p.m. 
Mincha ................................................................................................... 7:15 p.m. 
Passover Across America Seder .................................................. 7:30 p.m. 
Candle Lighting .................................................................................. 8:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday, Apr 1 

Shacharit ................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m. 
 ..................................................................................................... 7:30 p.m. 

Havdalah ............................................................................................... 8:31 p.m. 
 

Monday - Wednesday 
Creating a Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari .................................... 7:45 a.m. 

 
Monday, Apr 2-4 

Shacharit ................................................................................................ 6:45 a.m. 
 

Thursday, Apr 5 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 6:45 a.m. 
Candle Lighting ................................................................................... 7:36 a.m. 

 
Friday, Apr 6 

Shacharit ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 
Mincha/Candle Lighting ................................................................. 7:37 p.m. 

 
Reminder:  Rabbi Ari will be out of town from April 5-8 

...to Anna Goldberg for making centerpieces and 
running errands for the congregational seder. 
...to the many who gave Maot Chittim donations, 
providing funds to help people locally and in  
Israel to “make Pesach.”  The following message 

was received from Yad Eliezer, a poverty relief organization in  
Israel, after receiving our donation.  “Thank you for the wonderful 
Pesach Tzedaka!!  You can’t imagine how much it is valued and  
appreciated.  Chag Kasher V’Sameach to all of you in far away  
Omaha!” 
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Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating Next Week 
 

Birthdays 
 Bradley Berman Apr 5 
 Max Goldberg Apr 5
 Solomon Denenberg Apr 5
 Sara Weiner Apr 6 

Anniversaries 
 Yoseph Seigel & Sarah Abrahamson Apr 3 
 

Celebrating a special simcha next month? Call the office  
or speak to Bette Kozlen to be a part of the April 21st  

Simcha Kiddush.  

Yom Hashoah, Yom Hazikaron, and Yom Ha’utzmaut  
 

Sunday, April 8, 10 am 

How Should We Remember the Holocaust? 
Rabbi Shlomo’s class will include a discussion on the three dates on 

which the Shoah can be remembered and their significance. 
Sunday, April 15, 10 am 
True Independence at 70 

Rabbi Ari’s class for Yom Ha’atzma’ut will include a discussion on 
how American Jews can deepen their relationship to Israel. 

Tuesday, April 17, 7 pm 
Yom Hazikaron Commemoration 

Beth Israel will pay tribute and remember Israel’s fallen 
during a Yom Hazikaron Commemoration.  The event will 
begin at 7 p.m., commencing with the sounding of a siren 
as is done in Israel.  The evening will include clips from 
the Israeli film, “Teum Kavnot - InSight” followed by talks 
by Sara and Yaakov Abramovich, parents of Rabbi  
Shlomo Abramovich.   Others who served in the IDF will 
also share their personal stories.   

 

Wednesday, April 11, 7pm. Beth El Synagogue 
Community Yom Hashoah Commemoration 

 
Thursday, April 19, 10 am 

Yom Ha’atzma’ut—The Final Step of the  
Redemption from Egypt 

Yom Ha’atzma’ut will also be the focus of Rabbi Ari’s weekly class. 



 

 

4 

Shabbat & Holidays 
9 a.m. through end of morning services 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Shabbat Programming 
10:30-11:15 a.m. 

Class times may vary slightly - please confirm with 
the teacher.  All classes may not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12pm,  Teen Class with Rabbi Ari  
Tot Shabbat - One Shabbat each month 

10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 
Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 

 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 
 

Apr 01 -  No class - Pesach Break 
Apr 08 -  Sfirat Haomer 
Apr 15 -  Yom Ha’atzmaut 
Apr 22 -  Pesach Sheni - Tumah/Tehara 
Apr 29 -  Lag B’omer 
May 06 -  Yom Yerushalayim  
May 13 -  Shavuot 
May 20 -  Shavuot/ No JYE BI 
 
 
For infants through 5 years - One Sunday each month 
April date to be announced 
 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning for all ages with 

        Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades with Rabbi Ari 

 
 

Questions on JYE BI?  See Faige Jeidel, Sarah Abrahamson,  
Rabbi Shlomo, Rabbi Ari or Yaakov Jeidel 
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4 Cups of Freedom 
Sunday, April 8th 4-6:00 p.m. @ JCC 

Take your spot at the table and be part of the 
conversation as we revisit the 4 cups of the 
Passover Seder and discuss important topics 
of immigration and liberty in the U.S. and  

Israel.  Each table will have a moderator.  Snacks and wine will be  
provided.  Dr. Patrick McNamara will be presenting Israel’s immigration 
policies and Dr. Ari Kohen will be presenting America’s policies.  The 
event is free, but please RSVP online at www.jewishomaha.org.  

Beth Israel’s Volunteer of the Year Award 2018 

Nominations Now Being Accepted 

Please provide a short summary describing why your 
nominee should be recognized as the Beth Israel  
Volunteer of the Year.  Mail to the office or email to 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org by Tuesday, May 1st.  

The volunteer award will be presented at the Annual Meeting on 
May 6th. 

Special Yom Ha’atzmaut Topic 
Israel: Industrializing Innovation 

Monday, April 2nd, 12:00 pm, Kripke Jewish Federation Library 
Guest speaker Henry Ginsburg has lived in Israel for over 3 years, 
during which he served in the IDF.  He is a UNO graduate with a  
degree in business and currently works for Bank of the West.  He is 
also the owner of HG Media.  His experience gives him a unique  
perspective on this month’s topic. 
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Eating to Live On Passover Night 
By Yaakov Astor, aish.com 

 
“Dad, when can we eat already?” 
 
The question is so commonly asked during the Seder that it  
deserves a fifth “Mah Nishtanah” question: “Why is this night  
different than all other nights? On all other nights, we dig right into 
the meal and eat. But on this night, we have to learn about the 
Haggadah before we eat.” 
 
Something I heard 35 years ago from Rav Noah Weinberg, 
zt”l,  serves as a good answer to the question.  Rav Noah asked our 
group: “Are you living to eat or eating to live?” 
 
We all answered, “Eating to live.” We eat because we need energy 
and nutrients. It is not an end unto itself. We don’t live to eat.  But 
in a world of such unprecedented material abundance it’s easy to 
lose sight of the fact that we don’t live to eat, that we don’t live to 
shop. 
 
We live in a world of instant gratification. We see, we click, we buy, 
we feel happy… for a moment. Then the walls of emptiness start 
caving in so we crave for more and we see, we click, we buy. And 
the cycle continues ad infinitum.  We need a sense of purpose, 
something beyond eating, consuming and clicking.  In Judaism, the 
physical is not a concession. It’s not a sin to be tolerated in an im-
perfect world. It’s a unique, unprecedented potential not only for 
goodness but for holiness. 
 
It’s easy to fool ourselves and say we are enjoying this gourmet 
meal and fine wine to be holy when we are really just satisfying our 
taste buds and filling our stomachs. It’s easy to say we are eating to 
live when we are really living to eat.  How can we know we are not 
fooling ourselves, that we are eating to live and not living to eat? 
The most basic way is by delaying gratification. (The emphasis is 



 

 

Jewish Women in the Midwest 
UNO Summer 2018 Course - WGST 2030-001 

Explore alternative ways Jewish women’s voices 
have been heard through memoirs, film and oral 
history while participating in a community  
engagement project in the Omaha Jewish  

community.  This class will be held on Tuesdays from 6 - 8:40 p.m. 
at the Jewish Community Center from May 15th to August 7th.  This 
class is sponsored by the UNO Nate and Hannah Schwalb Center for 
Israel and Jewish Studies.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Yoni Doron at 402.334.6420. 
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on delaying , not eliminating).  We delay fulfilling our bodily 
needs and take care of our soul’s needs first.  One of the ways 
we do so as Jews is by delaying the main meal on Passover 
night, the night we became a people, setting the tone for the 
rest of the year. On this night we behave differently than any 
other night. We delay fulfilling our bodily needs and take care 
of our soul’s needs first. Doing so, we prove that we are eating 
to live, that we have a higher purpose, that we are not just 
temporal creatures. 
 
After we establish that, we can sit down to a hearty, scrump-
tious meal knowing that enjoying it is not an end to itself, but a 
path to living a purposeful life. Even so, we must always  
remember that eating is not the end. The “end” is spiritual; a 
mitzvah – the paschal lamb or its substitute, the Afikomen. 
 
Everything we do should be for the sake of a higher purpose. 
It’s the only way to raise ourselves out of the cycle of empti-
ness called living to eat. 
 
Passover is a wonderful opportunity to remind ourselves and 
teach our children that life has a purpose. A person can only 
fill the gnawing emptiness of materialism with the reality that 
“Man does not live by bread alone.” We are more than our 
bodies. We are creatures made in the Divine Image. We are 
souls nourished by “the word of God.” 



 

 

WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored windows have forms 
that reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of  
G-d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


