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In the Week Ahead 
 

Saturday, May 6 -  25th Day Omer 
Shacharit .......................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Torah Parade .................................................................................. 9:45 a.m. 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Reading ............................. 7:05 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit  ............................................................ 7:50 p.m. 
Havdalah .......................................................................................... 9:13 p.m. 
 

Sunday, May 7 -  26th Day of Omer 
NCSY @ Sienna Frances House ............................................... 8:00 a.m. 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Bagels & Beit Midrash ................................................................. 9:45 a.m. 

 

Monday, May 8 -  27th Day of Omer 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Eye on Israel with Rabbi Shlomo ........................................ 12:00 p.m. 
Reb Nachman Class with Rabbi Shlomo .......................... 01:00 noon 
Hebrew Class - Level II with Rabbi Shlomo ....................... 7:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, May 9  - Wednesday, May 10 
28th Day of Omer & 29th Day of Omer 

Shacharit .......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
 

Thursday, May 11-  30th Day of Omer 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Ethics Class with Rabbi Ari ....................................................... 7:45 a.m. 
Women’s Class with Rabbi Ari ................................................ 9:30 a.m. 

 

Friday, May 12 -  31st Day of Omer 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Friday Learning Series with Rabbi Shlomo @ JCC ........ 11:15 a.m. 
Mincha/Maariv & Kabbalat Shabbat..................................... 7:30 p.m. 
Candle Lighting .............................................................................. 8:15 p.m. 

BETH ISRAEL VOLUNEER OF THE YEAR 
Nominations for Volunteer of the Year are now being accepted 
Please provide a short summary describing why your nominee  
should be recognized. Email to bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 
or mail to the synagogue office by Tuesday, May 16.  The volunteer 
award will be presented at the Annual Meeting on May 21. 
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...to Jordana Kurtzman, Isaac and Joshua, Ida Banner, and 
others for cleaning and re-organizing the pantry. 
…to Ben Shapiro for preparing Friday night’s Shabbat  
dinner.  Thanks to Dani Shrago for baking challah and Jor-

dana Kurtzman for preparing desserts. 
…to Dani, Jordana, and other volunteers for preparing kiddush and 
Seudah Shlishit.  
…to Jeff and Dasha Stein and Rabbi Ari for representing Omaha at last 
Sunday’s OU Community Fair in New York. 

Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating This Week 

Birthdays 
Elyssa Miriam Stein May 7 
Irving Epstein May 9 
Dr. Evan Varkony May 9 
Anna Kohll May 12 
James Polack May 12 

Anniversaries 
No anniversaries this week 

 

Celebrating a special simcha next month?   
Be a part of the May Simcha Kiddush on  

May 20th!  Cost is just $25.  Call the office or speak 
to Bette Kozlen to be a sponsor. 

Beth Israel Synagogue 
Annual Meeting and Election 

Sunday, May 21, 2017 - 10 a.m. 
The slate of nominees for the board includes Joel Alperson, Toba Cohen-
Dunning, Bruce Goldberg, Julee Katzman, Jeff Kirshenbaum, Debbie 
Kricsfeld, Bruce Potash, Lynne Saltzman, Andreea Shnayder, Helene 
Shrago, Michael Shrago, Jeff Stein, Lauren Tam, Sherry Taxman, and 
Harry Weiner.  The meeting will include a report by President Toba  
Cohen-Dunning, the election will be held, and the Volunteer of the Year 
will be recognized..   Light refreshments will be served. Many thanks to 
Paul Shyken for serving as chair of the nominating committee. 

...to Adina Atri, David Atri, Jason Kaplan, Katherine 
Pawlowski, and Leon Shrago for placing 2nd in the 
B’nai B’rith Trivia Quiz, representing Beth Israel. 
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Beth Israel’s Visiting Scholar Happenings 
 

Eye on Israel 
Monday, May 8, 12 noon, Kripke Library 

Rabbi Shlomo will give a current events review plus a look 
at recent societal changes and struggles in Israel. 

 

Hebrew - Level II with Rabbi Shlomo 
Mondays, through June 5, 7:30pm 

The focus will on reading the siddur together plus the general  
improving of Hebrew skills.  The class is open anyone who wishes  

to join.  Prior participation not required nor is attendance each week.    
 

Friday Learning Series 
Fridays, May 12, 19, 26, 11:15am, Kripke Library 

This three-week series will focus on the 1948 War of Independence, 
the Six-Day War in 1967 and 1973 Yom Kippur War 

Housing Needed for JCC Summer Shlichim 
Omaha’s JCC summer camp will enhanced again this 
year with a shaliach.  Dana, who turns 22 this summer, 
arrives between May 19-22 and departs August 11.  
Shlichim traditionally spend two to three weeks in one 
home and then move to a different home.  The host 

family is responsible for transportation, meals and perhaps most 
important, welcoming them into your family and helping to  
showcase our great community.  Many families say that they love 
the host family experience and that it broadens their families  
connection to Israel. It’s a great way to introduce a piece of Israel 
into your home while welcoming a stranger.  If you are interested in 
helping out, please contact Megan Webb at (402) 334.6409 or 
mwebb@jccomaha.org. 

CELEBRATE SHAVUOT AT BETH ISRAEL! 
Erev Shavuot - Tuesday, May 30 
Begins at 8pm with Mincha/Maariv  
followed by a full night of learning  

Shavuot - 1st Day - Wednesday, May 31 
Shacharit at 9am; dairy kiddush 

Shavuot - 2nd Day - Thursday, June 1 
Shacharit 9am; Yizkor 10:30am;  

Shavuot lunch 11:30am; evening learning 
Additional details next week! 

mailto:mwebb@jccomaha.org
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 Sienna Francis House Volunteering  - Thanks to 
the NCSYers who will be helping serve breakfast at the  
Sienna Francis House on Sunday, May 7.  Thanks to 
Janet Kohll for arranging this opportunity 

- NCSY Beth Israel Memory Project - NCSYers will be 
taking part a special project with Holocaust survivors, will meeting them, 
listening to their stories, and learning how they built their life again.  Par-
ticipants will make a videos of the meetings.  A prep session with Liz 
Feldstern, Executive Director of the Institute for Holocaust Education, 
will be held Sunday May 21th, 4:30pm-6:pm.  Following the discussion, 
we will divide into groups and contact Holocaust survivors to set-up a 
time for the interview. This project can be an amazing opportunity for the 
elderly in our community to tell their story, and most importantly, for our 
kids to get to know these people, hear their stories, and to learn from 
them. The project is open to all our 5th -12th  graders, and it will be fitted 
to their ages. Registration is needed by May 7. 
- Jr. Regional Convention @ Camp Nageela - Thursday night, May 11 
through Sunday, May 14.  Bonfire, paintball, swimming, raffle, hiking,  
entertainment and more! 
- Sr. Spring Regional @ Camp Chi - Thursday night, May 25 through 
Monday, May 29.  Enjoy a great Shabbaton at beautiful Camp Chi in 
Lake Delton, Wisconsin.  The weekend will include a bonfire BBQ, a 
beautiful Shabbat program, sports, Wisconsin Dells, an awards banquet,  
a live band, your favorite advisors, and more! 
 
Transportation and registration costs covered by Beth Israel.  Scholar-
ship funding may be available through the Jewish Federation of Omaha.  
Contact Rabbi Shlomo for additional details on any NCSY happenings. 

Yaakov and Faige Jeidel are 
moving to Omaha!  The Jeidel’s 
are a dynamic young couple 
known by many in the  
congregation through their  

visits to Omaha in the past two years.  They plan to move to Omaha 
in June and will be in need of furniture.  Please keep them in mind 
if you have any good condition, unwanted items.  Contact the  
synagogue office for more information. 
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Parsha Questions 
1. How was Aaron ordered to decide which of the goats would be 

sacrificed to Hashem on Yom Kippur? 

2. When you reap the harvest of your land, you are to leave what for 
whom? 

3. In a judgment between a wealthy and a poor person, who is to be 
favored? Why? 

4. If I’m planting a tree, what can I do with the fruits during the first 
three years? 

5. What is the status of the fruits on the fourth year? 

YOUTH EDUCATION CLASS SCHEDULE 
Shabbat - 10:15-11am - times may vary slightly 
 Boys, ages 11 and older Mr. Shrago Social Hall 
 Scholar’s Answer Prep Rabbi Ari Shul 
 Boys & Girls, ages 6-11 Reb Donald Beit Midrash (Chapel) 
  10:30am Reading & Prayer Class 
  10:45-11:10am Parsha Class 
 Boys & Girls, ages 6 & under Dr. Gendelman Social Hall 
Shabbat - 12-12:30pm 
 Teen Class Rabbi Ari Rabbi’s Office 
 Anim Zemirot Class Reb Donald Beit Midrash (Chapel) 

 

Baby-sitting is provided for ages 6 months through 6 years,  
10am through the end of services.  For their safety, children 
are not allowed to leave the room without a parent or sibling  

over the age of 12  
 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Check the schedule on Page 2 for the various learning opportunities for 
adults each week.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo for one-on-one or small group 
leaning opportunities. 

We are currently without a kitchen  
person and kiddush and Seudah Shlishit 
duties are being handled by volunteers.  
Everyone - young and old - is asked to 

please clean up after themselves before leaving.   Additional  
volunteers are also needed to help with prep, planning and clean-up 
work in the weeks ahead. Please see Mary Sue for more information. 
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 Source: www.torah.org  
Rabbi Tendler 

 
1st Aliya: The service of Yom Kippur that was performed by the Kohain 
Gadol in the Bais Hamikdash is described. The Kohain Gadol may only enter 
into the Holy of Holies wearing his plain linen garments requiring that he 
change his garments five times and immerse in the Mikvah five times. The 
selection of the he-goats for the primary Teshuva process is described. This 
portion of the Torah makes up the “Avodah” that is the lengthy Musaf 
service on Yom Kippur. 
2nd Aliya: Following the description of the remaining services for Yom 
Kippur, the Torah discusses the prohibition of offering a Korban outside of 
the Mishkan or the Bais Hamikdash. The only offerings allowed were those 
that were brought to the Temple. The “Bamah”, as an outside altar is called, 
was among the most prevalent sins for which the Jews were guilty. 
3rd Aliya: The prohibition against eating blood is repeated. The end of 
Acharei Mos is devoted to a presentation of the fifteen prohibited sexual 
relationships. There is no doubt that G-d considers physical intimacy 
between a male and female as singularly important. Therefore, it is essential 
that there be a framework of controls for satisfying the physical. 
4th Aliya: Homosexuality and bestiality are prohibited. Verses 18: 24-29 
clearly state the unique relationship that the inhabitants of Eretz Yisroel 
have to the land and the consequences for defiling her sanctity. The 
beginning of Kedoshim states that holiness is realized through keeping 
Shabbos, being in awe of one’s parents, and not worshipping idols. Laws of 
charity, honesty, and paying wages on time are stated. 
5th Aliya: Showing any deference while administering justice is forbidden 
as well as our responsibility to properly reprimand each other. The 
prohibitions against wearing shatnez – any mixture of wool and linen, 
cutting sideburns (payot) tattooing, premarital sex, and the use of the occult 
are stated. 
6th and 7th Aliya: Proper and equal treatment for the convert, honesty in 
business, and the prohibition against worshiping the Molech are stated. The 
remainder of Kedoshim states the specific punishments that Bait Din would 
administer for engaging in any of the fifteen sexual relationships listed at the 
end of Acharei Mos. 
The very end of Kedoshim (20: 22-26) explains the concept of holiness as 
the means for being separate from the other nations. Three basic formats for 
Kedusha exist: Time, place, and person. Acharei Mos began by presenting the 
ultimate integration of the three in the person of the Kohain Gadol entering 
the Holy of Holies on Yom Kippur. The end of Kedoshim states that Eretz 
Yisroel (place) the Bnai Yisroel (person) and time in general are intended to 
reflect the integration of G-dliness into the daily lives of individuals and 
nations. To the extent that we realize our mission as the kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation will be the degree to which we retain the right to dwell in 
the land of Israel. 



WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of G-
d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


