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In the Week Ahead 

Saturday, March 25 
Shacharit ................................................................................................. 9:00 a.m. 
Torah Parade ......................................................................................... 9:45 a.m. 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Reading ................................... 6:20 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit ................................................................... 7:05 p.m. 
Havdalah ................................................................................................. 8:23 p.m. 

Sunday, March 26 
Shacharit  ................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m. 
Bagels & Beit Medrash ...................................................................... 9:45 a.m. 

Monday, March 27 
Shacharit  ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 
Rosh Chodesh Group .......................................................................... 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 28 - Rosh Chodesh 
Shacharit  ................................................................................................ 6:45 a.m. 

Wednesday, March 29 
Shacharit  ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 

Thursday, March 30 
Shacharit  ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 
Ethics Class with Rabbi Ari.............................................................. 7:45 a.m. 
Women’s Class with Rabbi Ari ....................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC  .................. 12:00 p.m. 

Friday, March 31 
Shacharit  ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 
Mincha/Maariv & Kabbalat Shabbat ........................................... 7:30 p.m. 
Candle Lighting ..................................................................................... 7:30 p.m. 

Baruch Dayan Ha-Emet 
Jack Cople Rockman 

Father of Jonathan Rockman 
The thoughts and prayers of the Beth Israel  

members are with the family. 
May they know no other sorrow. 

Beth Israel Synagogue Annual Meeting and Election 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 - 10 a.m. 

The Nominating Committee is now working on the slate which will be 
provided to the congregation.  All self-nominations must be submitted 
in writing to the Synagogue office by April 1st.  A list of nominees will 
be mailed to the membership units of the congregation no later than 
fifteen days prior to the Annual Meeting. 
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...to the Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda Potash and the 
other volunteers for handing kiddush and Seudah Shlishit. 

Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating This Week 

Birthdays 
Cantor Leo Fettman Mar 27 
Debbie Denenberg Mar 28 
Sally Wintroub Mar 29 

Anniversaries 
Helen & Les Kay Mar 26 
Shirley & David Goodman Mar 26 
Maxine & Joe Kirshenbaum Mar 28 
Stephanie & Matt Beneda Mar 28 
Debbie & Alan Kricsfeld Mar 29 
 

Celebrating a special simcha next month?   
Be a part of the April Simcha Kiddush on April 22!  Cost is just $25.  

Contact the synagogue office or Bette Kozlen to sign up. 

Hiland milk will be fully converted for Passover  
use by Monday, April 3.  Please look for the “P”  
designation by the expiration date. 
 
While the April bulletin will include information  
on the Bagel Bin Pre-Passover dinner on Sunday, 
April 9th, the Bagel Bin’s final decision on being 
open will be determined by April 1st. 

Rosh Chodesh Group 
Celebrate the New Month of Nisan 

Monday, March 27 - 7:30-9pm 
At the home of Jordana Kurtzman, 12905 
Jackson Street. The group meets monthly 
near Rosh Chodesh to study, snacks and 
have a meaningful and fun time together. If 
you are interesting in hosting, please con-
tact the synagogue office, Lauren Tam or 
Katherine Pawlowski.   
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Many thanks to the seder planning committee  
members, Karen Cohen, Anna Goldberg,  

Aviva Segall, and Andreea Shnayder  
for their innovative ideas and enthusiasm 

 

The April bulletin with complete Passover  
information will be mailed by March 27 

 

Copies of the OU Passover Guide available in the office. 



YOUTH EDUCATION CLASS SCHEDULE 
Shabbat - 10:15-11am - times may vary slightly 
 Boys, ages 11 and older Mr. Shrago Social Hall 
 Scholar’s Answer Prep Rabbi Ari Shul 
 Boys & Girls, ages 6-11 Reb Donald Beit Midrash (Chapel) 
 Boys & Girls, ages 6 & under Dr. Gendelman Social Hall 
Shabbat - 12-12:30pm 
 Teen Class Rabbi Ari Rabbi’s Office 

 

11-11:30am - Kid’s Game Time in the Social Hall 
Thanks to our great parent volunteers for helping with this new activity! 

 

Baby-sitting is provided for ages 6 months through 6 years,  
10am through the end of services.  For their safety, children 
are not allowed to leave the room without a parent or sibling  

over the age of 12  
 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Check the schedule on Page 2 for the various learning opportunities for 
adults each week.  Also, don’t miss Torah in Your Home, with Rabbi  
Shlomo.  Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this new learning  
opportunity. 

Beth Israel 

Sisterhood  

Gift Shop 
Make this  
your best  

Pesach ever! 
 

Great new Passover items include adorable baby bibs, games, 
board books, hostess gift sets, matzah holders, charoset and salt 
water dishes, beautiful seder plates and more 
 
The gift shop also has a wonderful selection of 
games, toys, and other items for weddings, 
babies, graduations, birthdays, anniversaries,  
or just for yourself.  Visit the Gift Shop during 
synagogue office hours: Mon - Thu, 9:00 a.m.  
to 3:30 p.m. and Fri, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   
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Shop Amazon and Help Beth Israel! 
Buy ANYTHING on Amazon - including Kindle 
books - and earn cash for Beth Israel Synagogue.  
Every purchase you make on Amazon that begins on the Beth Israel 
website will return a percentage of your purchase to the synagogue.  
The link is found on the website at orthodoxomaha.org. 
 

Krispy Kreme Certificates Still Available.  Reward 
yourself for your hard work preparing for Passover 
and enjoy Krispy Kreme donuts.  A certificate for a 
dozen glazed donuts is just $8.  Stop in the office 
next week. 

We are currently without a  
kitchen person and kiddush 
and Seudah Shlishit duties are  
being handled by volunteers.  
Everyone - young and old - is 

asked to please clean up after themselves before leaving.   
Additional volunteers are also needed to help with prep,  
planning and clean-up work in the weeks ahead. Please see 
Mary Sue for more information. 

Passover Maot Chitim Fund 
 

One of the basic preparations for 
Passover is to ensure that every 
Jew has the financial ability “to 
make Pesach.”  As you prepare 
for your Seders, it is also time to open your heart and sup-
port those in need.  Through the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, 
money is discretely distributed to the needy to provide sup-
port during the holiday and throughout the year.  Please 
send your check to the synagogue office, payable to the 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.  

Passover Questions?  Check out the Orthodox Union’s  
PrePassover Webinar at www.ou.org  
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 Parsha Summary 
(From torah.org  - Rabbi Aron Tendler) 

 
The Shabbos Torah Reading is divided into 7 sections. Each section is 
called an Aliya [literally: Go up] since for each Aliya, one person “goes 
up” to make a bracha [blessing] on the Torah Reading.  
1st Aliya Pekudei begins with an accounting of the materials used 
in the construction of the Mishkan. (gold = 4,386.5 lb./ silver = 
15,088.75 lb./ copper = 10,620 lb.) 
2nd & 3rd Aliyot The Kohein Gadol’s [High Priest] breastplate and 
vest are described. The remaining garments of the Kohein Gadol and 
the other Kohanim [Priests] are detailed. 
4th Aliya Moshe inspects the completed Mishkan. Moshe certifies 
that the entire project followed the exact details of Hashem’s 
instructions. Moshe blesses the workers. 
5th, 6th & 7th Aliyot On the 1st day of Nissan, 2449, the Mishkan 
was assembled. After every vessel was properly in place, the 
presence of Hashem, the Shechina, descended in a cloud and filled 
the Mishkan. The relevance of the Haftorah to this week’s Parsha is 
self-evident. The Parsha detailed the final inspection and 
construction of the Mishkan culminating in G-d’s presence filling the 
Tabernacle in the form of a cloud. In 2935 the Bais Hamikdash was 
completed and King Shlomo assembled the nation to Yerushalayim 
to attend the Aron as it was carried into the Holy of Holies. After 
describing the procession, the celebration, and the Holy of Holies, 
the Haftorah related that the presence of G-d filled the Bais 
Hamikdash in the form of a cloud. The two events, the construction 
of the Mishkan and the inauguration of the Bais Hamikdash spanned 
486 years. At both occasions the “House of G-d” was sanctified by 
the presence of G-d descending in the form of a cloud. It should 
make interesting conversation to discuss why G-d chose a cloud as 
the manifestation of His presence.  

Parsha Questions 
1. What is the first commandment in this week's Parsha? 

2. When Moshe told the people that they could make an offering 
 at the Tabernacle, what happened? 
3. Which two people were responsible for the creating all parts of 
 the Tabernacle? 
4. Who connected the parts of the Tabernacle? 

5. When was the Tabernacle was built?  



WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of G-
d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


