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In the Week Ahead 

Saturday, March 3 

Bar Mitzvah of Leo Kohll 
Shacharit .......................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Torah Parade .................................................................................. 9:45 a.m. 
Kiddush Luncheon ..................................................................... 11:30 a.m. 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Reading ............................. 5:00 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit  ............................................................ 5:45 p.m. 
Havdalah .......................................................................................... 7:00 p.m. 
Hamantashen Baking .......................................................... 7:30–10 p.m. 

Sunday, March 4 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Bagels and Beit Medrash ........................................................... 9:45 a.m. 
Hamantashen Baking ....................................................... 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
NCSY Pre-Purim Happening ................................................. 4-5:30 p.m. 

Monday, March 4 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 6:45 a.m. 
Reb Nachman Class with Rabbi Shlomo ........................... 12:00 p.m. 
Rosh Chodesh Group - call office for location .................... 7:30 p.m. 
Hebrew America II ....................................................................... 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 5 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, March 6 
Reservations due for Purim Seudah - Details on Page 4 

Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Board of Commissioners Meeting .......................................... 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 7 
Fast of Esther 

Fast Begins ...................................................................................... 5:24 a.m. 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 6:45 a.m. 
Ethics Class with Rabbi Ari ....................................................... 7:45 a.m. 
Women’s Class with Rabbi Ari ................................................ 9:30 a.m. 
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC  ............ 12:00 p.m. 
Fast Ends .......................................................................................... 6:55 p.m. 

Friday, March 8 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Mincha/Maariv & Kabbalat Shabbat..................................... 6:07 p.m. 
Candle Lighting .............................................................................. 6:07 p.m. 
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Torah Service Honors 
Shacharit Service ...................................................................................... Leo Kohll 
Opening Ark/Removing Torah ...................................................... Aaron Faier 
Torah Readers ................................................... Rabbi Abramovich, Leo Kohll 
Aliyot ........................................................Marvin Kohll, Jack Kozlen, Jim Faier 
 Samuel Kohll, Jack Kohll, Justin Kohll 
Maftir ............................................................................................................. Leo Kohll 
Hagbah  ........................................................................................................ Max Kohll 
Gelilah  .................................................................................................... Jordan Kohll 
Haftorah Reader  ...................................................................................... Leo Kohll 
Opening Ark/Replacing the Torah  ....................................... Lev Denenberg 
Mussaf Service  .......................................................................................... Leo Kohll 
Opening Ark/Closing Ark  ..................................................................... Zev Faier 
Shehecheyanu ............................................................................. Rabbi Dembitzer 
 As Leo is the youngest of our five children to have his Bar or Bat Mitzvah, 

this is a moment we want to pause and show our gratitude to G-d for  
bringing us in good health to this day. We indeed have been blessed to see 
all of our children, Anna, Sam, Max, Jack and, now, Leo, reach this milestone. 
Keeping in mind that life is fragile and blessings are best not taken for 
granted, we conclude today’s service with the Shehecheyanu, a prayer of 
thanksgiving.  David & Janet 

Shehecheyanu vekiymanu vehigi’anu lazman hazeh 
Anim Zemirot ............................................................................................. Leo Kohll 
Kiddush......................................................................................................... Leo Kohll 

During services, candy will be passed out. Please take a piece or 

two. After the Haftarah reading, it’s tradition to toss 

the candy at the Bar Mitzvah boy to symbolically 

wish him a sweet future. (You are also welcome to 

keep a piece for yourself!) 
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Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating This Week 

Birthdays 
 Carolyn Kutler Ratner Mar 4 
 Amy Reynolds Mar 5 
 Nancy Wolf Mar 6 

Anniversaries 
 Mort & Janet Glass - 40th Anniv Mar 10 
 

Celebrating a special simcha this month?   
Be a part of the March Simcha Kiddush 

on March 18!  Cost is just $25.  Contact the 
synagogue office or Bette Kozlen to sign up. 

Baruch Dayan Ha-Emet 
Harriet (Pinky) Greenberg 

Irv Ziegman 
The thoughts and prayers of the Beth Israel 

family are with these families.   
May they know no other sorrow. 

Hamantaschen Baking Crew 

Volunteers still welcome 
Tonight, Saturday March 4th, 7:30-10 p.m.  

Tomorrow, March 5th, 2:30-5:30 p.m.  
Remember to pick up your hamentaschen  

orders during office hours this week! 

NSCY PURIM HAPPENINGS - 6th-12th Graders 
Sunday March 5, 5-6:30pm, Beth Israel 

Rabbi Ari will lead a short learning lesson on Purim 
then the group will prepare Mishloach Manot  

baskets for delivery to elderly congregants  
Sunday March 12, Purim Day 

1:30pm @ Blumkin; 2:30 @ Heritage Ridge 
Younger kids welcome, accompanied by parents 

Help bring the joy of Purim to the elderly in our community! Be part of the  
megillah reading and deliver Mishloach Manot baskets.  

Wear your favorite Purim costume and bring lots of energy. 
See schedule above for evening activities at Beth Israel 
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Celebrate Purim  

Beth Israel Style 

Saturday Evening, March 11 

Sunday, March 12 
 

 

Thursday, March 9 
Fast of Esther begins, 5:24 a.m. 

Fast ends, 6:55 p.m. 
 

Saturday, March 11 
Havdalah 7:08 p.m. 

Megillah reading 7:15 p.m. 
Ice Cream Social following Megillah reading 

Late Megillah Reading 8:30 p.m. 
 

Purim Day - Sunday, March 12 
Shacharit 9:00 a.m. 

Megillah reading 9:30 a.m. 
Megillah Reading at Blumkin Home 2:00 p.m. 
Megillah Reading at Sterling Ridge 3:00 p.m. 

Late Megillah Reading 5:30 p.m. 
CAPOW! Program 5:30 p.m. 

Purim Seudah 6:15 p.m. 
Costume Contest - “Super Heroes” 6:45 p.m. 

Mincha/Maariv 7:15pm 
Rabbi Ari’s Clas 7:45pm 

 

Seudah menu includes meat loaf, mashed potato bar,  
tossed salad, and dessert.  Cost - $12 for adults; $6 for kids 

ages 4-12; free for kids 3 and under 
Dinner reservations needed by March 6 

The Four Mitzvot of Purim 
 Hearing the Megillah - Both of Night & During the Day 

 Mischloach Manot - The Sending of Gifts of Food 
 Enjoyment of a Feative Purim Meal 

 Matnaot L’Evyonim - The Giving of Gifts to the Poor 
To assist with Matanot l’Evyonim, Beth Israel is once again partnering 
with Garin Ometz in Akko, Israel, to support the Orot Chesed center. The 
volunteers of Orot Chesed provide over 700 sandwiches every day for 
needy children in 14 schools throughout the city. You may make a  
contribution for Matanot L’Evyonim by giving a check to the Rabbi’s 
Discretionary Fund (with “Purim” in the memo), and Beth Israel will 
make the contribution to Orot Chesed. 
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Dear Family and Friends, 
 We are happy that you can share in the joy of Leo’s Bar Mitzvah. 
Your presence enriches our simcha – our celebration. Bar Mitzvah 
means “son of the commandment.”  
 In addition to the parts of the service for which Leo will be 
responsible, he also will give a D’var Torah, a short talk based on his 
Torah reading.  Every week we read a different section (parsha) of the 
Torah. The Torah Parsha for Leo’s Bar Mitzvah is Terumah. Parsha 
Terumah can be found on page 444 in the Stone Chumash, and the 
Haftarah is on page 1157.  Other prayers during the Shabbat service 
can be found in the Artscroll Siddur (prayer book). 
 We want to express our respect and gratitude to our parents, Leo’s 
grandparents, Marvin and Sandra Kohll, and Chester Stefanski and the 
late Virginia Stefanski, who we all miss very much. At this time we 
fondly remember two of Leo’s uncles who are no longer with us, Louis 
Kohll and Thomas Henry Stefanski. 
 Leo has been lucky to have many good teachers and received a good 
foundation in Hebrew in his early years at Friedel Jewish Academy. 
Thank you to Rabbi Ari Dembitzer for studying with Leo and generally 
being a good sport. In preparing for his Bar Mitzvah, Donald Gerber 
has been working with Leo for nearly two years. “Mr. G”, as he is 
known, volunteers his time to get the kids of Beth Israel ready for their 
Bar or Bat Mitzvahs. We have been blessed to have him work with all 
five of our children. Whew! With the extra free time he’ll have now, 
you might find him wandering the streets aimlessly. Please invite him 
in and feed him.  
 Thank you to all the friends and family who helped us get ready for 
today, especially Debbie Denenberg, speech coach extraordinaire, 
Janet Klein, decorating specialist and sounding board, and Mary Sue 
Grossman for help with this program and lots and lots of details! 
Thank you to the Beth Israel members who housed guests this 
weekend.  
 In honor of his Bar Mitzvah, Leo has been volunteering at the Rose 
Blumkin Jewish Home.  Tables at today’s luncheon are adorned with 
sports equipment Leo is donating to the Boys & Girls Club. 
 Out of respect to the Jewish Sabbath, we request that you not use 
any cell phones in the synagogue building.  Please no picture taking. 
After services, please join us in the Social Hall for a Kiddush lunch in 
honor of Shabbat and Leo’s Bar Mitzvah. Just a few tables are reserved 
for family and Leo’s friends. There is a children’s buffet and seating for 
little ones in the conference room right off the social hall. Extra hands 
will be available to help little hands. The children’s buffet room is best 
suited for children ages 8 and under.  Enjoy the celebration and thank 
you for coming! Shabbat Shalom! 
  David & Janet  
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TO OUR GUESTS 
Welcome to Beth Israel Synagogue! The 
rabbi, officers and members of Beth 
Israel are delighted to welcome you to 
Sabbath morning services. We hope that you will find the service 
meaningful and instructive. The following definitions and explanations 
should help you better understand the service. 

THE SERVICE - ORDER AND HONORS 
Order of the Service: The Sabbath service consists of three sections. 
Shacharit: Shacharit is the Morning Service. 
Torah Service: The Torah Service commences with the removal of the 
Torah from the Ark. The Torah portion is chanted with traditional melodic 
patterns known as cantillation, an ancient system of musical notation. 
Mussaf: The Mussaf is the final prayer service of the morning. The Mussaf 
is unique to the Sabbath, Festivals and Rosh Chodesh, the new month. 
Names of Honors: Various rituals occur during services and are referred 
to as “honors.” It is traditional to honor family and friends at a Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah service with these honors. 
Peticha: the honor of opening of the Ark. 
Aliyot: (pural for Aliyah, which means “to go up”): a blessing read over 
certain portions of the Torah. The Torah passage on the Sabbath is 
divided into a minimum of seven portions, plus an additional one called 
the Maftir: Before each selection is read, a worshipper is called to the 
Torah for an Aliyah. The blessing recited praises G-d for the gift of the 
Torah to Israel. The verses are then read, followed by another blessing, 
one of gratitude. The first honor is reserved for a Cohen (descendants of 
Aaron) and the second for a Levi (descendants of those designated as the 
“caretakers” 
of the Holy Temple.) The remaining aliyot are given to Israelites, those 
Jews who are not descendants of the tribe of Levi. 
Hagbah: the raising of the Torah and the displaying of the text to the full 
view of the congregation. 
Gelilah: the dressing of the Torah in its vestments. 

EXPLANATIONS OF TERMS 
The Holy Ark: The cabinet at the east end (front) of the sanctuary, which 
is the closest to Jerusalem, is the Holy Ark (also called the Aron Kodesh) 
and is where the Torah scrolls are kept. Because the Torah is considered 
the most precious spiritual possession of a Jew, the Ark is considered holy 
and is the focal point of every sanctuary. Today’s Ark takes the place of 
the Ark of the Covenant described in the Book of Exodus. It is customary 
to stand whenever the curtain (parochet) in the front to the Ark is open. 
Torah: Torah is the Hebrew word for the Bible. A Torah scroll is the five 
books of Moses, (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) 
which are handwritten on parchment by a Sofer (scribe.) Portions of the 
Torah are read in the synagogue each Sabbath, Festival and certain 
weekdays. These portions are so divided that each year the reading of the  
entire Torah is completed. The remaining parts of the Hebrew Bible are  
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Neviim (the Prophets) & Ketuvim (the Sacred Writings). The Torah, 
together with the Neviim and the Ketuvim, are referred to as the Tanach. 
Ner Tamid: Ner Tamid means “The Eternal Light” and is a lamp which 
burns continually in the sanctuary. It symbolizes the continual presence of 
G-d. The Ner Tamid can be seen directly above and to the left of the Ark. 
Mechitza: Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the Orthodox Jewish 
movement. The synagogue has a “mechitza,” pronounced meh-heetz-ah, 
providing separate seating for women and men. The purpose of the 
mechitza is to provide a more spiritual setting to enable everyone to be 
more mindful of the purpose of services. 
Menorah: The menorah is a seven-branched golden candelabrum of the 
Temple of Solomon. It was retained as a religious symbol after the 
destruction of the Temple and is conspicuously displayed in most 
synagogues. At Beth Israel, it appears above the Ark. Many people are also 
familiar with the menorah used during the Chanukah holiday, which has 
eight branches plus a shamesh holder. 
Tallit: (Also pronounced as tallis) A tallit is a prayer shawl worn by adult 
Jewish males during worship at morning services. 
Kippah: A kippah, also called a yarmulke, is a head covering worn by all 
males in the synagogue.  Observant men wear a head covering at all times. 
Sabbath: (also called Shabbat or Shabbos) “Remember the Sabbath Day 
and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the 
seventh day is a Sabbath of the L-rd your G-d.” (Exodus 20:8-10) Viewed 
historically, the idea of a not working one day a week was revolutionary. 
Many ancient peoples scorned the Jews for this practice. There was a 
quote saying “This most outrageous people lose almost a seventh part of 
their life in inactivity.” In reality, Jews were involved in many activities on 
Shabbat - different and uplifting activities. A deserved rest, separating the 
hectic pace of the work week from the peace and holiness of Shabbat is 
even more important in today’s society as in ancient times. Traditional 
greetings on Shabbat are “Shabbat Shalom” or “Good Shabbos.” 
Siddur and Chumash: The siddur is the prayer book used during 
services. More than half of the text is drawn from the Scriptures, the 
Talmud and other classical Jewish sources. The remainder of the liturgy 
includes devotional prayers & religious poetry. The Chumash is the Bible 
(the five books of Moses), composed of the Torah & Haftorah readings. 
Along with the Hebrew text, there is an English translation of the Hebrew. 
Commentary is also printed in the Siddur and the Chumash to provide 
additional understanding. The Hebrew text is read from right to left. 
Mazel Tov: A traditional Hebrew saying at 
the time of a special occasion or joyous 
event. The Hebrew word “mazel” means 
luck and “tov” means good.  You will likely 
hear this phrase frequently today with 
Jack and his family as the recipients. 
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A LITTLE ABOUT THE JEWISH YEAR 
The Jewish Calendar: The Jewish calendar 
(luach) has a lunar base but makes 
adjustments to the solar seasons. The 
adjustments are necessary to make sure the 
Jewish holidays are celebrated in the right 
seasons. The Jewish calendar has 12 
months, 365 days and 52 weeks a year. The 
beginning of each new month is called Rosh 
Chodesh. The secular calendar adds a day 

every four years to keep in step with the seasons. The Jewish calendar 
however, adds an additional month which occurs seven out of every 
19 years. The Jewish months are: Tishrei, Cheshvan, Kislev, Tevet, 
Shevat, Adar, Nissan, Iyar, Sivan, Tammuz, Av and Elul. During a leap 
year, the additional month occurs after the month of Adar and is called 
Adar Shani. 
 
Jewish Holidays: The Jewish calendar has a wide variety of holidays, 
celebrated throughout the year. Every Jewish holiday goes from 
sundown to sundown. 
Rosh Hashanah: The Jewish New Year, which occurs in the month of 
Tishrei.  On the secular calendar, Rosh Hashanah is in September or 
October. The name “Rosh Hashanah” means “head of the year.” On 
Rosh Hashanah, the blowing of the shofar (a ram’s horn) is considered 
an awakening call for all Jews. 
Yom Kippur: The most solemn Jewish holiday, Yom Kippur also called 
the Day of Atonement. It occurs in the month of Tishrei, ten days after 
Rosh Hashanah. On Yom Kippur, all adult Jews fast (no food or drink) 
from sundown until evening of the following day. Meaningful prayer 
and repentance on Yom Kippur can “avert the severe decree,” meaning 
one will be “inscribed in the Book of Life” for the coming year. 
Sukkot: Occurring after Yom Kippur, Sukkot is a time of remembrance 
of the years spent in the desert after leaving Egypt. It is traditional to 
build a “succah”, a temporary dwelling in which one eats and the 
hearty even sleep throughout this seven day holiday. 
Shemini Atzeret: This holiday immediately follows Sukkot, and, while 
related to Sukkot, is actually considered a separate holiday. On 
Shemini Atzeret, the annual cycle of the reading of the Torah is 
completed. 
Simchat Torah: Simchat Torah is probably the most joyous festival of 
the year. It celebrates the starting over the yearly cycle of the reading 
of the entire Torah. It is marked by seven processions around the 
synagogue with all the Torah scrolls. 
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Jewish Holidays, continued 
 
Chanukah: Chanukah is the first non-biblical holiday which became 
a part of the Jewish calendar and is considered a minor holiday. It 
celebrates a military victory over the Romans by the Jews and the 
recapturing of the Holy Temple. It is celebrated during the month of 
Kislev (normally falling in December). Celebrated for eight days, the 
lighting of a hanukiah, an eight branched menorah, is central to this 
holiday. 
Purim: Celebrated in the Jewish month of Adar, Purim is also 
considered a minor holiday but is celebrated with great joy and 
enthusiasm. The events remembered at Purim are described in the 
Scroll of Esther. Queen Esther risks her life to save the lives of the 
Jews living in Persia. The reading of the Megillah, the story of Esther, 
is read during the holiday and it is traditional to dress in costume. 
Pesach: Pesach, or Passover, begins on the 15th day of Nissan, (in 
March or April) and lasts for eight days. It is the remembrance of the 
Exodus from Egypt and the start of Israel’s birth as a people. During 
Pesach, Jews are not to eat “chometz,” which are foods with 
leavening and certain grain products. On the first two nights of 
Pesach, a seder (festive meal) is held, during which the story of the 
Exodus is read. 
Shavuot: Seven weeks after Pesach, in the month of Sivan, Shavuot 
occurs.  This is both an agricultural and a spiritual holiday. As an 
agricultural holiday, it was a celebration of the end of the barley 
harvest and the beginning of the wheat harvest plus the offering  
of the first fruits to the Temple. On the spiritual side, Shavuot  
celebrates G-d’s giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai to Moses and the 
Jewish people.  
 
While not considered religious in nature, other special dates of the 
Jewish calendar include the following. 
Yom Hashoah: Over six million Jews perished during the Holocaust. 
Yom Hashoah is a day of remembrance each year for those who 
died, that we may never forget.  Beth Israel will be hosting this 
year’s Community Yom Hashoah 
Commemoration on Wed, April 26. 
Yom Ha’Atzmaut: The State of Israel was 
formed in May of 1948 and Israeli 
Independence Day is celebrated each year 
as a joyous commemoration of that 
milestone in Jewish history. 



YOUTH EDUCATION CLASS SCHEDULE 
Due to today’s Bar Mitzvah, regular classes & game time will not be held. 

At 10:30am, children 5-10 are encouraged to join Zoe Berman 
in the Beit Midrash (Chapel) for fun and learning. 

Shabbat - 10:15-11am - times may vary slightly 
 Boys, ages 11 and older Mr. Shrago Social Hall 
 Scholar’s Answer Prep Rabbi Ari Shul 
 Boys & Girls, ages 6-11 Reb Donald Beit Midrash (Chapel) 
 Boys & Girls, ages 6 & under Dr. Gendelman Social Hall 
Shabbat - 12-12:30pm 
 Teen Class Rabbi Ari Rabbi’s Office 

 

11-11:30am - Kid’s Game Time in the Social Hall 
Thanks to our great parent volunteers for helping with this new activity! 

 

Baby-sitting is provided for ages 6 months through 6 years,  
10am through the end of services.  For their safety, children 
are not allowed o leave the room without a parent or sibling  

over the age of 12  
 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Check the schedule on Page 2 for the various learning opportunities for adults 
each week.  Also, don’t miss Torah in Your Home, with Rabbi Shlomo.  Meet 
one-on-one, or with a few friends for this new learning opportunity. 

Beth Israel Sisterhood  Gift Shop 
The gift shop has games, toys, and other items for 
weddings, babies, graduations, birthdays, 
anniversaries, or just for yourself.  Visit the Gift Shop 
during synagogue office hours: Mon - Thu, 9:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. and Fri, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Many thanks to Lynne 
Saltzman for being the Gift Shop chair. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 27 
Hebrew - Level II with Rabbi Shlomo 
Mondays, 7:30-8:30pm, Beth Israel 

Join Rabbi Shlomo in this class  
concentrating on the siddur with a focus 
on the basic parts of traditional davening.  

Learn how to read and more importantly, to understand what is being 
read along with the meaning of the parts of davening.  This course is 
open to anyone with basic  Hebrew reading skills and is free of charge.   
Call the office to register. 

5 
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It’s a PJ Library Pre-Purim Bash! 
Sunday, March 5th, 5:30-7:30pm 

Omaha Children’s Museum 
Museum fun, dairy dinner, Purim activities 

Other NCSY Upcoming Events 
May 11-14 - Junior Spring Regional Convention 

Camp Nageela - Marshall, Indiana 
May 25-29 - Sr. Spring Regional Convention 

Camp Chi - Lake Delton, Wisonsin 
Contact Rabbi Shlomo for more details 
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Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by sponsoring a weekly kiddush or Seudah Shlishit.   
 

Day of Learning 
Sponsor Beth Israel’s Thursday Day of Learning for just $100.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of a child or grandchild, 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah in your family? Simcha plaques are 
just $100, and are a wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way to celebrate a milestone 
or commemorate a loved one is with a lasting presence 
on the Tree of Life.  Prices begin at $300.  Tree of Life 
donations fund Beth Israel Endowment Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship opportunities include 
Lunch & Learn program, NCSY Shabbatons, youth events, Shabbat Sheet, 
Scholar-in- Residence programs, college outreach, and many other  
opportunities.  
 

Patron Memberships 
Those committing to membership dues of $1,800 or more will receive  
special recognition for their support of Beth Israel. 
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful and easy way to com-
memorate a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you or express   
your condolences.  Simply call or email the 
synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on supporting Beth Israel,  
please contact Mary Sue Grossman 
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How do you express your commitment to your  
community? How do you support the Jewish  
organizations that are important to you?  What can 
you do for future generations to ensure that they 
are well-served by the Jewish organizations you 
support? 

YOU CAN LEAVE A LEGACY 
 

Life & Legecy is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and  
coordinated in Omaha through the Jewish Federation of Omaha Foundation. 
Through Life & Legacy, Omahans are continuing to express their passion for  
sustaining the many Jewish programs and services by making a legacy  
commitment. The gift that you make today will ensure the financial stability of 
the Omaha Jewish community for generations to come.  
 
Please make your commitment to the future of Beth Israel Synagogue through 
the Life & Legacy program. For additional information on the Life & Legacy 
program, please contact Bonnie Bloch or the synagogue office.  

Get Your Beth Israel T-Shirts,  
Sweatshirts, Hoodies and More! 

Order t-shirts - short or long sleeved - sweatshirts, 
hoodies, coffee mugs, travel mugs or notebooks 
straight from your computer with Beth Israel’s 
great motto. A portion of each purchase is re-
turned to Beth Israel. The site link is found on 
Beth Israel’s home page or in the weekly email.  Many, thanks to  
Katherine Pawlowski for spearheading this great project. 

For mikvah access, please contact Dani Shrago  
at (402) 333-6108.  Kindly give as much notice as  
possible. 
To assure the scheduling of minyan times in advance, 
please contact the office by the Wednesday of the 
week before the date. This allows the synagogue to 

include those times in the weekly schedule and also allow minyan  
attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 
Help us share your celebrations!  Call or email the synagogue office 
about your simchas of your family. 
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 Parsha Summary 
(From torah.org  - Rabbi Aron Tendler) 

 
The Shabbos Torah Reading is divided into 7 sections. Each section 
is called an Aliya [literally: Go up] since for each Aliya, one person 
“goes up” to make a bracha [blessing] on the Torah Reading.  
1st Aliyah -  A list of raw materials necessary for building the 
Mishkan was presented to the Bnai Yisroel: gold, silver, copper, 
wool dyed sky-blue, dark red, and crimson, linen, goats wool, 
ram skins, acacia wood, oil, spices, incense, and precious stones. 
The Ark is described in detail. 
2nd Aliyah - The cover of the Ark and the Cherubim are detailed. 
The weight of the cover alone, without the Cherubim, is between 
150 lb. and 2500 lb. of pure gold! The Shulchan – Table and the 
Showbread are described. 
3rd & 4th Aliyot -  The Menorah and her utensils are described. 
Her weight was 1 Talent = 3000 Shekels = 150 lb. of pure gold. 
The basic structure of the Mishkan, consisting of beams, 
decorative materials and leather coverings, is outlined. 
5th Aliyah -  The Paroches- dividing partition separating the 
Holy of Holies from the rest of the Mishkan is described. 
6th & 7th Aliyot -  The ramped, copper, Mizbeach is described. 
The outer enclosure surrounding the entire Mishkan is 
described. 

Parsha Questions 
Will be answered following the Haftorah 

1. What is the meaning of the word "Terumah" as it relates to this 
Parsha? 

2. According to the Parsha, what is the purpose of the sanctuary? 

3. Of what was the Holy Ark made? 

4. How was the Ark to be transported? 

Shop Amazon and Help Beth Israel! 
Buy ANYTHING on Amazon - including Kin-
dle books - and earn cash for Beth Israel 
Synagogue.  Every purchase you make on Amazon that begins on the 
Beth Israel website will return a percentage of your purchase to the 
synagogue.  The link is found on the website at orthodoxomaha.org. 



WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of G-
d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
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