
 

 

September 15, 2018 

6 Tishri 5779 

Parsha Vayeilech 

Torah Reading  - Page 1094 
Haftorah - Page 1204 

Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating Next Week 
Birthdays 

Jessica Rich Sept 15 
Yosef Seigel Sept 15 
Todd Gerber Sept 16 
Esther Silver Sept 20 
Crystal Epstein  Sept 20 
Helene Shrago Sept 21 
                            Anniversaries 
Harry & Kathy Weiner - Sept 18 - 24 years   

Celebrating a special simcha in September? Call the office or 
speak to Bette Kozlen to be a part of the September 22 

Simcha Kiddush. 
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In the Week Ahead 
Saturday, September 15 

Julee Katzman and Jacob and Alonit Katzman are sponsoring the 
Week of Learning in honor of the yahrzeit of Rick Katzman  

Shacharit ................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m. 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion...................................... 6:15 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shilshit .................................................................. 7:00 p.m. 
Havdalah ................................................................................................ 8:16 p.m. 

Sunday, September 16  
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m. 
Getting the Most from the High Holidays w/ Rabbi Ari .... 10:00 a.m. 
Mincha/Maariv @ Rose Blumkin Jewish Home .................... 7:15 p.m. 

Monday, September 17 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 6:40 a.m. 
Eye on Israel w/ Rabbi Shlomo .................................................. 12:00 p.m. 
Jewish History - Your History w/ Rabbi Shlomo @ JCC ....... 1:00 p.m. 
Mincha/Maariv @ Rose Blumkin Jewish Home .................... 7:15 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 18 - Erev Yom Kippur 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 6:40 a.m. 
Mincha .................................................................................................... 5:00 p.m. 
Kol Nidre................................................................................................ 7:10 p.m. 
Candle Lighting ................................................................................... 7:11 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 19 - Yom Kippur 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m. 
Sermon, followed by Yizkor........................................................ 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Lunch (Reservations needed by Monday) ...... 11:30 a.m. 
“Book of Yonah” & Neilah Class ................................................... 5:00 p.m. 
Mincha .................................................................................................... 5:30 p.m. 
Neilah ...................................................................................................... 6:30 p.m. 
Fast Ends ............................................................................................... 8:08 p.m. 
Havdalah ................................................................................................ 8:09 p.m. 
Break the Fast Meal (Reservations needed by Monday) ... 8:15 p.m. 

Thursday, September 20 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 
Connecting with Our Faith w/ Rabbi Ari ................................... 9:30 a.m. 
Jewish Ethics w/ Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC .............................. 12:00 p.m. 
Mincha/Maariv @ Rose Blumkin Jewish Home .................... 7:15 p.m. 

Friday, September 21 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 
Friday Learning Series w/ Rabbi Shlomo @ JCC ................. 11:15 a.m. 
Mincha .................................................................................................... 7:06 p.m. 
Candle Lighting ................................................................................... 7:06 p.m. 
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...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers, Jordana  
Kurtzman, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, Linda  
Potash, Debra Roitstein and other volunteers for their 
on-going help in baking, shopping, and prep work.  

… to Julee Katzman and Jacob and Alonit Katzman are sponsoring the 
Week of Learning in honor of the yahrzeit of Rick Katzman.   

In Memoriam 
Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort  

to community members on their recent losses. 
Mazel Tsabari  Sylvia Siref Davis 

    '   

JYE BI is Back 
Special activities for the High Holidays on Sunday,  
September 16 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Grades K - 6 
are welcome. See you all there.  
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Upcoming Holiday Meals at  
Beth Israel 

Make the holidays even more festive by enjoying these 
delicious meals with your family and friends  

 
                               Break the Fast at Beth Israel  

Wednesday, September 19 
following Havdalah 

Enjoy the end of the fast with a dairy dinner  
including bagels, assorted cream cheese, tuna and egg 
salad, and dessert.  Cost $6 for adults, $3 for ages 4-12, 
free for 3 and under.  Call the office  before noon on 
Monday, September 17 to make any last minute  

reservations.  
 

                             Lunch in the Sukkah 
                               Monday, September 24 

Enjoy Beth Israel’s traditional Sukkot lunch with  
roasted turkey, challah dressing, roasted vegeta-
bles, salad, and dessert made extra delicious when 
dining in Beth Israel’s beautiful sukkah.  Cost $12 for adults, $6 for ages 
4-12, free for 3 and under.  Reservations needed by September 18.   
 

Simchat Torah Dinner 
Monday, October 1 

It’s a dairy dinner including macaroni and cheese, 
tossed salad, tuna salad, fruit salad, and great dairy des-
serts.  Cost $12 for adults, $6 for ages 4-12, free for 3 
and under.  Reservations needed by September 26. 

 

PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS 
BY THE DEADLINE! 

Make reservations on-line at  
orthodoxomaha.org,  

email bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 
or call the office at (402) 556-6288. 
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Todah Rabbah to Ilana McNamara  
for this week's D’var Torah 

 
“Good Shabbos! In this week’s parsha, Vayelech, G-d tells Moshe that 
there will come a time when the children of Israel cease to follow the 
mitzvot, and G-d will forsake them. The question that comes out of 
this, however, is that if G-d knows that we will stop following the 
commandments, why doesn’t G-d change that? After all, G-d has the 
power to do anything. I think that the answer to this has to do with 
free will. If we have the free will to do whatever we want, we can 
choose to not follow the mitzvot. But, on the other hand, this means 
that it is our duty to choose to say yes to G-d’s commandments,  
because we have the free will to do so. This means that G-d could 
change us, but G-d chose to let us change ourselves, which is  
ultimately more gratifying. For example, when my mom tells me to do 
my homework, I feel like it is a burden, but when I choose to do my  
homework, I feel like I have learned and gained something from it. On 
the surface, G-d’s words read as an inevitable threat, but when we 
look a little deeper, we find that questions arise that can provoke us 
to really think about our actions, especially at this holy time of the 
high holidays.” 
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Source: www.torah.org  

Rabbi Aron Tendler 
1st & 2nd Aliyot: Moshe emphasized Hashem’s continued presence and 
protection, even though, Moshe himself would not be with them any 
longer. Ever since assuming the leadership of Israel, Moshe had the 
conflicting job of fostering the nations dependency upon Hashem while 
de-emphasizing their dependency upon him as a leader and provider. 
Now, as he prepared his final good-bye, it was clear that by day’s end, 
with Moshe’s death, the nation would have no other choice but to 
reassess their dependency on Moshe and direct their attention to 
Hashem. 
However this was far more complex than it seemed. True, Moshe’s death 
would be a definitive “cutting of the apron strings”; but, living in the Land 
by the laws of nature rather than miracles would de-emphasize G-d’s 
overt role in all aspects of their lives. 
3rd & 4th Aliyot: By writing the entire text of the Torah, entrusting it 
into the care of the Kohanim, and explaining the unique mitzvah of 
Hakhel, Moshe hoped that the people would retain the perspective of 
their dependency upon Hashem. The Kohanim represented the continued 
presence of “G-d in the midst of the camp”. As teachers and role models, 
they kept an otherwise dispersed and decentralized nation focused on 
their national and individual missions. 
Once every 7 years, the entire nation gathered in the Bais Hamikdash in a 
recreation of the giving of the Torah. This national expression of devotion 
would serve as an essential reminder that adherence to the Torah is the 
reason why the nation occupied and retained the Land. 
5th, 6th & 7th Aliyot: Moshe and Yehoshua were summoned to the Ohel 
Moed and told the harsh future of their charges. In spite of all the 
warnings, the people would sin and loose sight of their dependency upon 
Hashem. They would be punished, and instead of accepting responsibility 
for the consequences that their neglect of G-d’s commandments caused, 
they would have the chutzpah to blame G-d’s absence and neglect for the 
calamities and disasters that had befallen them.(31:17) It would then be 
the very words of this “Song” which would testify to the reality of their 
defection from Hashem and the inevitable consequences which occurred, 
as forewarned in this Torah. 
Yehoshua was encouraged to be strong and courageous and lead the 
nation with the same devotion that Moshe had. The Torah, written by 
Moshe himself, was then placed in the Ark as proof of the conditions by 
the Jewish. 



 

 

Parsha Questions 
1. In this week's parsha, how old was Moshe when he spoke to the 
people? 
2. What did Moshe give to the Kohanim? 

3. Moshe ordered people to gather in Jerusalem. How often and 
when? 

4. What did Hashem say would be the reason that Bnai Yisrael 
would turn to other gods? 
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Save The Date for the 2018 Sisterhood Donor Event 
“Life is a Bowl of Cherries…and So Much More!” is the theme for this 
year’s Sisterhood Donor Luncheon, Style Show, and Silent Auction 
which will be held Sunday, November 4 beginning at 11:30 a.m.  This is 
always a great event to enjoy with your family and friends.  Reserve the 
date on your calendar now! 

FJA September Events  
Challah Tots at Friedel 
Challah braiding, story time, crafts and 
more for tots ages 0–5 and their favorite adult. 
Once a month Challah Tots will now take place 
at Friedel Jewish Academy! This month  

families will experience a special STEM-focused Sukkot activity 
with the innovation learning teacher while the challah bakes.  Challah 
Tots will be on Friday, September 28 from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
STEM in the Sukkah 
PJ Library will bring the stories, and Friedel will bring STEM-focused 
activities to celebrate Sukkot! The activity is geared toward ages 3–5, 
with an adult, but siblings are welcome. It will take place on Sunday, 
September 30 from 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at Beth Israel Synagogue. 
 
Please contact Sara Kohen at skohen@fjaomaha.com to register. 



 

 

WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored windows have forms 
that reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of  
G-d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


