
 

 

August 18, 2018 

7 Elul 5778 

Parsha Shoftim 

Torah Reading  - Page 1024 
Haftorah - Page 1199 

Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating Next Week 
Birthdays 

Andrew Goldsweig Aug 18 
Jack Shrago Aug 21 
Alan Kricsfeld Aug 21 
Kayla Shnayder Aug 21 
Marsha Feldman Aug 22 
Shelley Smith Aug 22 
Naomi Sarah Goldsweig Aug 24 

 Anniversaries 
Jack and Helene Shrago - Aug 20 - 51 yrs 
Paul and Susan Shyken - Aug 22 - 47 yrs 

Marvin and Sandra Kohll - Aug 24 - 60 yrs  
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In the Week Ahead 
Mary Sue will return from vacation on August 20 

Saturday, August 18 
Shacharit ............................................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
July/August Simcha Kiddush .................................................................... 11:30 a.m. 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion .................................................... 7:00 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shilshit ................................................................................. 7:45 p.m. 
Havdalah ............................................................................................................... 9:04 p.m. 

Sunday, August 19  
Shacharit ............................................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Bagels and Beit Midrash ............................................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Mincha/Maariv @ Rose Blumkin Jewish  Home .................................. 6:40 p.n. 

Monday, August 20 
Shacharit ............................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Jewish History -Your History w/ Rabbi Shlomo ................................ 12 :00 p.m. 
Mincha/Maariv @ Rose Blumkin Jewish Home .................................. 6:40 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 21 
Shacharit ............................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, August 22 
Shacharit ............................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Board of Commissioners Meeting ............................................................. 6:30 p.m. 
Mincha/Maariv @ Rose Blumkin Jewish Home .................................. 6:40 p.m. 

Thursday, August 23 
Shacharit ............................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Connecting with Our Faith w/ Rabbi Ari ................................................. 9:30 a.m. 
Mincha/Maariv @ Rose Blumkin Jewish Home .................................. 6:40 p.m. 

Friday, August 24 
Shacharit ............................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Friday Learning Series w/ Rabbi Shlomo @ Kripke Library ....... 11:15 a.m. 
Mincha/Maariv .................................................................................................. 7:30 p.m. 
Candle Lighting .................................................................................................. 7:52 p.m. 

.…the sponsors for the July/August Simcha Kiddush.  
Anniversaries - Amanda and Mario Lopez; Marsha and 
Milt Kleinberg; Debbie and Lloyd Roitstein; Susie and 
Paul Shyken; Crystal and Doug Smith; Janet and David 

Kohll; Sandy and Marvin Kohll; Laura and Rabbi Ari Dembitzer; Marina 
and Michael Sadofsky; Helene and Jack Shrago. Birthdays - Jack Shrago; 
Joel Alperson; Lynne Saltzman; Vera Dobin; Shirley Goodman; Ruth 
Edelman; Gavin and Kieran Smith by Douglas and Crystal Smith; Max 
Kohll by David and Janet Kohll; Steve Denenberg; Don Gerber; Micah 
Zalman Kohen by Ari and Sara Kohen;  Natalie and Kayla Shnayder by 
Michael and Andreea Shnayder; Shelly and Jodi Lerner by Lourdes  
Secola; Adina Schuller; Jeff Taxman;  Jeff, Sidney, and Evelyn Zacharia.    
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers, Jordana Kurtzman, Anna Goldberg, 
Helene Shrago, Linda Potash, and other volunteers for their on-going 
help in baking, shopping, and prep work for the weekly kiddush. 
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In Memoriam 
Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort  

to our members and others in the community on their recent losses. 
Harvey M. Pickel 

'

Source: www.torah.org  
Rabbi Aron Tendler 

1st and 2nd Aliyot: Moshe details the most important characteristics of a Judge: the 
ability to remain objective and the strength to refuse bribery. The singular focus of the 
Shofet must be to carry out the will of G-d as detailed in the Halacha. Nothing must 
deter him in carrying out his mission of justice. Idolatrous practices must be 
eradicated and punished. Idol worship represents the greatest perversion of justice by 
replacing divine justice with human failings and desires. The Sanhedrin is our direct 
link with divine intent, and as stated in Pasuk 17:11, we view the rulings and 
interpretations of the Supreme Court as G-dly directives. Our Monarch must be 
selected for his unyielding commitment to G-d, Torah, and the people. This is why he 
must write his own Sefer Torah and carry it with him at all times. He must be first and 
foremost a Shofet, a Judge. 
3rd and 4th Aliyot: Moshe again addressed the place of the tribe of Levi, 
reemphasizing the care and attention due to them by the rest of the nation. They are 
our teachers. Without their instruction we will neither understand or be able to 
properly apply justice. 
5th Aliya: For justice to exist, it must be accepted as a divine ruling. Only G-d’s justice 
can be trusted to take into account all variables and possibilities. Moshe instructed his 
nation regarding the true Navi – prophet and the false prophet. No other forms of 
divination can be used to ascertain G-d’s justice, and all false prophets and methods of 
divination must be destroyed. The value of human life is determined by our system of 
justice, and Moshe reviewed the laws of the unintentional killing in contrast with the 
intentional murder. 
6th, and 7th Aliyot: The end of Parshas Shoftim discusses both proper and false 
witnesses, as well as the Torah’s approach to warfare. It may be that the judicial 
quality of a nation can be ultimately assessed by its behavior during war, more so than 
during times of peace. 

Parsha Questions 
1. This parsha tells us about four kinds of leaders among the Jewish 
people. Who were they? 
2. What were the things the king was forbidden from doing? 
3. What was the king commanded to do? 
4. The Levites were to have no inheritance of land; why? 



 

 

WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored windows have forms 
that reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of  
G-d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


