
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

May 12, 2018 
27 Iyar 5778 

 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai 
Torah Reading - Page 696 

Haftorah - Page 1179 
 
 
 

 



 

 

2 

In the Week Ahead 
Saturday, May 12 

Shacharit ................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m. 
Kiddush Luncheon .......................................................................... 11:30 a.m. 

Lunch is sponsored by Brigitte & Alan Kohll in honor of the 
1st birthdays of Adam Kohll and Rina Dembitzer 

Insights Into the Weekly Torah Portion .................................... 7:10 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit ................................................................. 7:55 p.m. 
Havdalah ............................................................................................... 9:20 p.m. 

Sunday, May 13 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m. 
What is the Importance of Jerusalem? with Rabbi Ari ...... 10:00 a.m. 
In Our Hands:  The Battle for Jerusalem - Film ..................... 10:30 a.m. 

Weekdays 
Creating a Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari .................................... 7:45 a.m. 

Monday, May 14  
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, May 15 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 6:45 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 16 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 

Thursday, May 17 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 
Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari .................................... 9:30 a.m. 
L’Dor V’Dor Intergenerational Learning ................................... 6:30 p.m. 
Character Building for Teens with Rabbi Ari .......................... 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, May 18 
Shacharit ................................................................................................ 7:00 a.m. 
Friday Learning Series with Rabbi Shlomo @ JCC............. 11:15 a.m. 
Mincha ................................................................................................... 7:30 p.m. 
Candle Lighting .................................................................................. 8:21 p.m. 

…to Jordana Kurtzman for being honored as 
Beth Israel’s Volunteer of the Year. 
...to Stacey Rockman for being honored as a  
recipient of the 2018 Kipnis-Wilson/Friedland 
Award for her significant impact in both our 

local Jewish community and Israel. 
...to Eleanor Dunning, member of the 2018 District A-1 Girls Track 
Championship team from Omaha North High School.     
...to Eric Dunning on his selection as Volunteer of the Year for the 
Jewish Press. 
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...to Brigitte & Alan Kohll for sponsoring kiddush 
lunch in honor of the 1st birthdays of Adam Kohll 
and Rina Dembitzer. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers - Jordana 

Kurtzman, Dani Shrago, Linda Potash, Anna Priluck, Helene 
Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.  

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos sheets throughout the 
year.  

Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating Next Week 
 

Birthdays 
 Anna Kohll May 12
 James Polack May 12
 Melissa Shrago May 13 
 Lily Tam May 13 
 Lauren Kirshenbaum May 13 
 Bruce Goldberg May 16 
 William “Teddy” Dunning May 16 
 Nina Epstein May 17 

 Anniversaries 
 Errol & Lynne Saltzman - 43 years May 18 

 
Celebrating a special simcha this month?  

Call the office or speak to Bette Kozlen to be a part of the  
May 19th Simcha & Graduation Kiddush.  



 

 

4 

Shabbat & Holidays 
9 a.m. through end of morning services 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Shabbat Programming 
10:30-11:15 a.m. 

Class times may vary slightly - please confirm with 
the teacher.  All classes may not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12pm,  Teen Class with Rabbi Ari  
Tot Shabbat - One Shabbat each month 

10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 
Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 

 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 
May 13 -  Shavuot 
Final Sunday session of the school year 
 

PJ Library - For infants through 5 years 
No program will be held in June.  Watch for 
summer PJ Library programming through the 
Jewish Federation of Omaha 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning for all ages with 

        Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades with Rabbi Ari 
 

NCSY Jr Spring Regional  
Happening Now in Illinois 
Yes, there are a number of  
missing faces this Shabbat, 
as a group left on Thursday 
morning, along with Yaakov 
and Faige Jeidel and Max 
Weiner for the NSCY Jr 
Spring Regional at Camp 
Nageela.   
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Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15 a.m., May 18, Kripke Jewish Federation Library 

Rabbi Dr.  Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
continue his series on the Bible, with the final sessions on the 18th.  
Each session will discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the 
Torah ("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvi (Writings").  "This series of  
classes will seek to show the importance and relevance of the  
Torah, and its values for our life today," said Rabbi Shlomo.   

 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of charge. 
Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. Bring a friend. 

You will be inspired by each session.   
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Your donation to 
support Beth  
Israel are greatly 
appreciated.  
Schedule your  
donation now at 
omahagives.org. 
 
 

Omaha Gives! is a year-round online giving platform organized by the 
Omaha Community Foundation to grow philanthropy in Douglas,  
Sarpy, and Pottawattamie counties. Each year, there is a 24-hour 
online giving event in May to celebrate nonprofits. This year's giving 
day will take place on Wednesday, May 23, 2018. The goal is to  
inspire the community to come together for 24 hours to give as much 
as possible to support the work of public 501(c)(3) nonprofits in the 
metro area. The minimum donation is $10 and there is no maximum. 
Prizes and challenge funds amplify charitable donations to make 
each dollar go further. Search profiles of participating nonprofits and 
track progress during the event on our leaderboard. Last year, the 
community raised over $7.8 million for local nonprofits. 

Todah Rabah to those who  
recently signed Life & Legacy  
Letters of Intent and to those 
who formalized their Life & 
Legacy gifts in recent months 
enabling Beth Israel to reach 
its goals for 2017-2018.  The 
commitment of each Life & 
Legacy donor is a true  
testament to a commitment to the future of Beth Israel  
Synagogue and to Jewish life in Omaha.  Thank you! 
 
For information on the Life & Legacy program, please contact  

Bonnie Bloch, Donald Gerber, or Mary Sue Grossman. 



 

 

 Source: www.torah.org  
Rabbi Aron Tendler 

 
 

1st Aliya:  Parshas BeHar begins with the laws of Shemitah and 
Yovel. The land lay fallow every 7th year, and after the 49th year, 
(7×7) it lay fallow a 2nd year for the 50th as well. 
2nd Aliya: Hashem (G-d) promises (25:21-22) that He will 
provide for the nation, regardless of the land being fallow. No one 
will go hungry. The return, at Yovel, of all hereditary lands to their 
original owners is commanded. 
3rd Aliya: The difference between the sale of a property in a 
walled city vs. an unwalled city is established. Continuing the 
theme of providing and dependency, we are commanded to 
provide for our impoverished brethren. Just as Hashem provides 
for us, we must provide for each other. 
4th Aliya: The freeing of all Jewish slaves at the Yovel is detailed. 
The Torah discusses redeeming a Jewish slave from a non-Jewish 
owner, and the formula for how much to pay the non-Jewish 
master. We begin reading BeChukosai. The opening verses 
describe the wondrous successes awaiting the nation, so long as 
they follow Hashem’s Mitzvos. 
5th Aliya: This Aliya is called the Tocheche – The Rebuke. It is a 
lengthy description of the terrible punishments awaiting the 
nation, if they do not follow the Torah. It is customary for the Baal 
Koreh (Reader) to have this Aliya, and to read it faster and more 
quietly than the rest of the Parsha. 
6th Aliya: The established prices for endowments of individual 
worth, or that of an animal, are listed. 
7th Aliya: The final portion deals with endowments of property 
to the Bais Hamikdash. 

Parsha Questions 

1.  After every 49 years, we were to proclaim a Jubilee Year.  
 When and how were we to do it? 

2.  What were we commanded to do during that Jubilee Year? 

3.  If we were not allowed to sow or harvest during the  
 Sabbath year, how were we to survive? 

4. If a person was forced to sell their property because of  
 poverty, how could they redeem it? 
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WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored windows have forms 
that reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of  
G-d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


