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In the Week Ahead 

Saturday, Dec  30 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
December Simcha Kiddush ................................................................ 11:30 a.m. 
Insights Into the Weekly Torah Portion ......................................... 3:45 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit......................................................................... 4:30 p.m. 
Havdalah ...................................................................................................... 5:51 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec 31 & Monday, Jan 1 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, Jan 2 - Thursday, Jan 4 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m.  

Friday, Jan 5 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Mincha/Candle Lighting ........................................................................ 4:52 p.m. 

In Memoriam 
Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 
community members who have recently lost loved ones. 

Esther Erlich 
    '   

...to Zoe Berman for receiving the Regional Lev  
Tahor award at the NCSY Winter Conclave! This is 
awarded to a teen who shows personal Jewish 
growth and hard work and dedication to NCSY. 

From Mechitza to the  
Marriage Canopy 

Sundays, January 14 & 21, 10-11:15 a.m. 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 

The roles and responsibilities of men and 
women in Judaism are often discussed.   Is 
there gender equality?  Is there a difference between separate and 
equal?  Some commandments are exclusively for one gender  
or the other – why?   If one is exempt from a mitzvah, is that a  
prohibition?  On Sunday, January 14 and 21 Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
will explore gender roles and focus on three key areas during his 
class, From the Mechitza to the Marriage Canopy.  Classes will meet 
from 10-11:15 am at Beth Israel Synagogue.  The class is open to 
the community, free of charge.  Registration is requested, on-line  
or by calling the office. 
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...to Jordana Kurtzman, Dani Shrago, Linda  
Potash, Anna Goldberg,  and other volunteers 
for baking,  shopping, kiddush and Seudah 
Shlishit prep, and clean-up. 

...to the December Simcha Sponsors: Birthdays: Annette Fettman, 
Mario Lopez, Mike Sadofsky, Noah and Michael Shrago by Jack 
Shrago, Joel and Ruth Sandkovsky by Uriel Sandkovsky and Sylvia 
Herszkopf Oreamuno, Jordana Kurtzman by Aaron, Joshua, and 
Isaac Kurtzman, and Aviva Chana Shyken by Dr. Shyken. Anniver-
saries: Leo & Annette Fettman, Leon & Dani Shrago, Dr. Bennet & 
Zena Fishbain, Jake & Susan Besser, and Ed & Anne Joseph. 

Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating Next Week 

Birthdays 
William Cohen Dec 31 
Milton Kleinberg Jan 1 
Orion Shnayder Jan 2 
Rose Rosenberg Jan 3 
Daniel Denenberg Jan 4 
Ben Lohman Jan 4 
Ron Giller Jan 4 
Sasha Denenberg Jan 5 
Celebrating a special simcha next month? Call the  
office or speak to Bette Kozlen to be a part of the  

January 20th Simcha Kiddush. 

One never knows who they will 
meet when on the Jewish  
Federation of Omaha Teen 
Trip to Israel. Rabbi Ari  
pictured here with Eliad Ben 
Shushan along with Nate 
Shapiro and Rabbi Abraham.   

Beth Israel teens Lily Cohen, 
Lior Nicholson and  Leora 
McNamara learning the best 
falafel is found in Israel.  Beth 
Israel teen Devin Smith is also 
traveling with the group that 
returns to Omaha January 5. 
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Shabbat & Holidays 
9 a.m. through end of morning services 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Shabbat Programming 
10:30-11:15 a.m. 

Class times may vary slightly - please  
confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 

not be held each week 
3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 

7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  
12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  

12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12pm,  Teen Class with Rabbi Ari  

Tot Shabbat 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Jan 20 
Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 

 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 
Dec 31 - Jewish Calendar / Hebrew Birthday 
Jan 7 - Jewish Names / Alef Bet 
Jan 14 - Emes / Honesty 
Jan 21 - Shmiras Halashon 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 
10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Jan 7 - SPECIAL COMMUNITY EVENT!  PJ  
Library Day of Caring - 10-11:30am, Friedel 
Jewish Academy 

Other Programming 
Jan 2 - Soup and Learn - 7-8pm 
Jan 15 - West Lane Bowling - 6:30-8pm 
Jan 29 - Hot Soup and Learn - 7-8pm 
 

Questions on JYE BI?  See Faige, Rabbi Shlomo, Rabbi Ari or Yaakov 
Midwest NCSY Upcoming Events 

February 9-11 - Regional Yarchei Kallah, Zion, IL 
May 3-6 - Jr. Spring Regional, Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional, Camp Chi 
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Cholent Madness Returns 

The wonderful aroma of cholent, the quintessential Shabbat food,  

will fill the Social Hall at Beth Israel with the return of “Cholent  

Madness.” Eight contestants will compete to win the coveted 

“Cholent Champion” prize.  The delicious fun begins Shabbat,  

January 20 and continues through February with the winner  

announced in early March. 

 Beth Israel will provide meat, potatoes, barley, onions and beans.  

Contestants may also utilize spices from the Beth Israel kitchen  

 Other ingredients are the responsibility of the contestant to 

provide/purchase. Up to $25 will be reimbursed when receipts are 

provided. 

 All items provided by contestant will be checked by Rabbi Shlomo 

to confirm kashrut acceptability.   

 Each individual or team must make their own cholent - it cannot 

be made by someone else - and it must be made at Beth Israel 

the day before your scheduled entry date. 

 Cholent to serve 60 people is to be planned. 

 Two cholents will be served each week with voting held that day.  
 

Call the synagogue office ASAP to register! 

Rosh Chodesh Group Welcomes Shevat 
Tuesday, January 16, 7:30-9pm 

Contact office for location 
Join the women of Beth Israel in welcoming the 

month of Shevat.  While Shevet is well known as the month of  
Tu B’Shevat, the sign for the month is Aquarius, the water bearer.  
The fun evening will include a bit of learning, conversation, and re-
freshments.  Watch the weekly emails or call the synagogue office 
for the location.  Open to all women in the community. 
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Shopping on Amazon? Start by clicking the Amazon 
link on Beth Israel’s home page at orthodoxoma-
ha.org.  Every purchase you make on Amazon that 
begins on the Beth Israel website  returns a percentage of the purchase to 
the synagogue.  Link found in the right column of the synagogue’s home 
page at orthodoxomaha.org 

Remember to like us on Facebook to keep up with all 
the Beth Israel updates! Don’t miss out on  
pictures from Project Dreamland and the  
Sisterhood Luncheon, Rabbi Ari's weekly Parsha  
video, and more! 

It’s a Shabbat Experience with  
Students from Sharei Prozdur 

January 18-21 
Based in Long Island, NY and run by Rab-
bi Elly Merenstein, Sharei Prozdur (gates 
of the palace) is a newly opened yeshiva 

with just 26 boys, all of whom are in the 9th grade. Additional 
students will join the school during the next three years. From 
Thursday, January 18 to Sunday, January 21, they will be visit 
Omaha and Beth Israel for an amazing experience. They will 
learn from a community that differs from where they live, but 
also to have an impact on Beth Israel as well. Binyamin & Mimi 
Lerner will travel with the group to Omaha. 
 
There will be a congregational Shabbat dinner on Friday, Janu-
ary 19. The dinner will include soup, challah, brisket, potatoes,  
vegetables, and dessert. Reservations are $10 for adults and $5 
for ages 3-12 and are needed by Monday, January 15. Register 
on-line or call the synagogue office. 

Save the date! 

Super Bowl Party 

Sunday, February 4 
Details coming soon 



 Source: www.torah.org  
Rabbi Aron Tendler 

 
1st Aliya: In the year 2255, Yakov was 147 years old and Yoseph 
was 56. Yakov had been living in Mitzrayim for 17 years. (Note that 
Yoseph was 17 years old when he was sold into slavery and that the 
numerical value of the word “Vayichi” is 34.) Yakov summoned 
Yoseph to his bed-side. Yoseph came with his 2 sons. Yakov greeted 
them and appointed Menashe and Ephrayim to the status of “Tribe”. 
Yakov then insisted that Yoseph “swear” that he would bury him in 
Canaan, and not in the land of Mitzrayim. 
2nd Aliya: The parsha relates the famous scene of Yakov crossing his 
arms in order to place his right hand on the head of Ephrayim (who 
was standing to Yakov’s left) and his left hand on the head of 
Menashe. Yakov blessed his grandchildren with the renown blessing 
of Hamalach Hagoel. (48:16) 
3rd Aliya: Yoseph attempted to straighten Yakov’s hands. Yakov 
resisted and told Yoseph that, although Menashe was destined for 
greatness, Ephrayim would be even greater. The classic blessing of a 
father to his son is stated. (48:20) 
4th & 5th Aliyot: Yakov summoned his twelve sons and blessed 
each one. 
6th Aliya: Yakov instructed all of his sons to bury him in Canaan, 
next to his wife Leah, and then passed away. Mitzrayim mourned 
Yakov for 70 days. Yoseph arranged with Pharaoh to bury Yakov in 
Canaan. After sitting Shiva (50:10) and the burial, the 12 sons 
returned to Egypt. Following Yakov’s death, the brothers expressed 
their concern to Yoseph that he would now take revenge against 
them for having sold him into slavery. Yoseph cried as he heard their 
concerns and assured them that he bore no grudges against them. 
7th Aliya: Yoseph ruled over Egypt for another 54 years. He made 
his brothers promise that at the time of their exodus from Egypt his 
bones would be transported for re-burial in Canaan. Yoseph died in 
the year 2309 at the age of 110. 
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Parsha Questions 
1. Why did Yaakov bless Ephraim first, instead of Menashe? 

2. Where else in the Torah is the younger brother preferred to 
the elder? 

3. What is the relationship between Zevulun and Issachar, as 
described in Yaakov’s blessings? 

4. After Yaakov died, what lie did Yosef's brothers tell? 



WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of  
G-d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


