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In the Week Ahead 

Saturday, Dec 9  
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Insights Into the Weekly Torah Portion ......................................... 3:35 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit......................................................................... 4:20 p.m. 
Havdalah ...................................................................................................... 5:41 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec 10 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
The Jewish Way to Death and Mourning ........................................ 10:00 a.m. 
Teen Trip to Israel Prep Class ............................................................. 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, Dec 11 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Talmudic Tales w/ Rabbi Shlomo @ Beth Israel ..................... 12:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec 12 - Erev Chanukah 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m.  

Wednesday, Dec 13 - Chanukah, 1st Day 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m.  

Thursday, Dec 14 - Chanukah, 2nd Day 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Women’s Class ........................................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 

Friday, Dec 15 - Chanukah, 3rd Day 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Mincha/Candle Lighting ........................................................................ 4:38 p.m. 

...to Jordana Kurtzman, Dani Shrago, Linda  
Potash, Anna Goldberg,  and other volunteers 
for baking,  shopping, kiddush and Seudah 
Shlishit prep, and clean-up. 

...to Jay and Adrianna Benton on the birth of a son on  
December 2.  Mazel Tov also to the proud grandmother, 
Bonnie Hines.  

Rosh Chodesh Group Celebrates Tevet 
Monday, December 18, 7:30-9pm 
At the home of Jordana Kurtzman 

In addition to welcoming the new month of Tevet, the 
group will also celebrate Chag Ha’Banot, the Daughters’ Festival, that is  
celebrated in by certain segments of the Sephardic community on the 7th night 
of Chanukah.  Those communities celebrate Judith and her victory over the 
Assyrian general Holofernes which they associate with Chanukah.  Plan now to  
enjoy a “girl’s night” with your friends. 
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The Jewish Way to Death and Mourning 
Sundays, Dec 10 & 17, 10-11:15 a.m. 

How does Judaism view death?  What are 
mourning practices? What are the steps one 
takes when a loved one dies?  How does one 
properly observe shiva and for how long? 
Rabbi Ari will answer these questions and 
many others while teaching about all aspects 
related to death and mourning including the spiritual side of death in a 
ddition to the full array of ritual practices including preparation, burial, 
shiva, and year of mourning as well as yahrzeits.   

 

Attending is also the opportunity to honor Rabbi Ari.  Anyone who 

knows Rabbi Ari understands teaching and having people learn is a 

passion.  So deep is this passion, he will be teaching the first session on 

his English birthday, December 10th.  What better gift could he receive 

than that of a room full of enthusiastic students, ready to learn.   
 

All participants will receive the book “The Jewish Way in Death and  
Mourning.”  There is no charge for the class however registration is needed 
to assure sufficient materials.  Register on-line or call the office at (402) 
556-6288.  Open to the community.  Thanks to Shirley & David Goodman 
for providing funding for the series. 

In Memoriam 
Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 
community members who have recently lost loved ones. 

Regina “Ginger” Rothenberg 
    '   

Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating Next Week 

Birthdays 
Jeanne Shechet Dec 10 
Ari Dembitzer Dec 10 
Aviva Chana Shyken Dec 13 
Annette Fettman Dec 14 
Michael Shrago Dec 14 
Audrey Rose Gerber Dec 15 

Anniversaries 
Leo & Annette Fettman Dec 9 

 

Celebrating a special simcha next month? Call the office or speak to 
Bette Kozlen to be a part of the December 30 Simcha Kiddush. 
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Shabbat & Holidays 
9 a.m. through end of morning services 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Shabbat Programming 
10:30-11:15 a.m. 

Class times may vary slightly - please  
confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 

not be held each week 
3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 

7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  
12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  

12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12pm,  Teen Class with Rabbi Ari  

Tot Shabbat 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Dec 16, Jan 20 
Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 

 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 
Dec 10 - Chanukah 
Dec 17 - Chanukah Carnival - No a.m. classes; carnival 4-5:30pm 
Dec 24 - Talmud Torah 
Dec 31 - Jewish Calendar / Hebrew Birthday 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 
10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Jan 7 
Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 
 

Other Programming 
Dec 17 - Chanukah Carnival - 4-5:30pm 
Jan 2 - BBQ and Learn - 7-8pm 
Jan 15 - West Lane Bowling - 6:30-8pm 
Jan 29 - Hot Soup and Learn - 7-8pm 
 
 

Questions on JYE BI?  See Faige, Rabbi Shlomo, Rabbi Ari or Yaakov 
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Chanukah Begins  

Tuesday Night! 
 

Chanukah Toy Drive for Chai Lifeline 
Now thru December 19 

Rabbi Ari's Women's Class 
Thursday, December 14, 9:30 a.m. 

Chanukah Lunch 
Shabbat, December 16 

Chanukah Carnival 
Sunday, December 17, 4-5:30 a.m. 

Beth Israel Chanukah Toy Drive 
Help bring special light to a seriously 
ill child by being a part of Beth Israel’s  
Chanukah Toy Drive for Chai Lifeline! 
Donated toys – new toys only, please! 
- will be distributed to patients and 
their siblings throughout the year.  Of 
special significance is the dedication 
of the toy drive to Arianna Dougan.  
Arianna, who was scheduled to visit 
Omaha as part of last month’s Project 
Dreamland weekend at Beth Israel, 
lost her eight-year battle against  
cancer on November 11.  Having  
donations made in Arianna’s memory 
is a wonderful tribute to her continual 
zest for life.  Don’t want to fight the 
crowds in the stores? Just click on the 

link on the synagogue’s home page for a gift registry.  Gifts can be 
shipped directly to Beth Israel.  Toys can also be dropped at Friedel 
Jewish Academy and the Child Development Center. Gifts accepted 
through Sunday, December 17.   
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Friedel Jewish Academy Celebrates Chanukah! 
 

Friedel PTO’s Annual Latke Lunch 
Thursday, December 14 

11:30 to 1:30 / JCC Auditorium 
Orders needed by Monday, December 11 by emailing  

friedelacademy@fjaomaha.com.   
Cooking takes place in the kitchen of RBJH 

Adult meal - $10 
(3 latkes with apple sauce and sour cream, donut and bottled water) 

Kids’ meal, $5 
(2 latkes with apple sauce and sour cream, donut holes and juice box) 

TO GO latke order, $15 
(10 latkes with apple sauce and sour cream) 

With thanks to the generous support of the Shrago Family –  
Jack, Helene, Michael, Melissa, Ethan & Noah 

 

Friedel’s Annual Hanukkah Show 
Tuesday, December 19 / 6:30 p.m.  / JCC Theater 

Shopping on Amazon? Start by clicking the Amazon 
link on Beth Israel’s home page at orthodoxoma-
ha.org.  Every purchase you make on Amazon that 
begins on the Beth Israel website  
returns a percentage of the purchase to the synagogue.  Link found in the 
right column of the synagogue’s home page at orthodoxomaha.org 

Remember to like us on Facebook to keep up with all 
the Beth Israel updates! Don’t miss out on  
pictures from Project Dreamland and the  
Sisterhood Luncheon, Rabbi Ari's weekly Parsha  
video, and more! 

Friday Learning Series - Chanukah 
Fridays, December 15, 11:15 a.m. 
Kripke Jewish Federation Library 

Join Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Beth  
Israel’s Visiting Scholar, for the final  
session of a three week series on  
Chanukah on Friday, December 15.  At-
tendance at prior sessions not needed to enjoy learning more 
abouto the Festival of Lights.  Presented by the Jewish Federation of 
Omaha.   

mailto:friedelacademy@fjaomaha.com


 Source: www.torah.org  
Rabbi Aron Tendler 

 
1st Aliya: In the year 2216, Yakov was settled in Canaan. Yoseph 
was 17 years old and Yakov presented him with the multi-colored 
coat. Yoseph related his two dreams to his brothers. 
2nd Aliya: The brothers conspired to kill Yoseph, but Reuven 
intervened. He suggested throwing Yoseph into a pit to buy time, 
during which he would have been able to save Yoseph. 
3rd Aliya: During Reuven’s absence, Yehudah suggested selling 
Yoseph into slavery. The brothers presented Yakov with 
contrived evidence of Yoseph’s death, and he was inconsolable. 
4th Aliya: The story of Yehudah and Tamar is related. In the end, 
their first son, Peretz, is the progenitor of Mashiach. 
5th Aliya: Yoseph had been purchased by Potiphar and was 
quickly recognized for his managerial skills and integrity. He was 
appointed to run Potiphar’s household. 
6th Aliya: Potiphar’s wife attempted to seduce Yoseph, but 
Yoseph withstood temptation and fled his mistress’s presence. He 
was thrown into the royal prison and was soon chosen by the 
warden to run the prison. 
7th Aliya: Due to his managerial position, Yoseph came in contact 
with the former royal wine steward and baker. He successfully 
interpreted their dreams and the wine steward was re-appointed 
to his position. Yoseph asked the wine steward to intervene on 
his behalf with Pharaoh. In the year 2227, Yoseph is 28 years old. 
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Parsha Questions 

1. How does the Torah explain why Yaakov loved Joseph more 
than his brothers? 

2. What were Joseph's two dreams? 

3. What was Yaakov response to Joseph’s second dream? 
4. What happened to Pharaoh's butler and baker after Joseph  

interpreted their dreams? 



WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of  
G-d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


