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In the Week Ahead 
 

Saturday, Nov 25  
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Tot Shabbat ................................................................................................ 10:40a.m. 
Insights Into the Weekly Torah Portion ......................................... 3:40 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit......................................................................... 4:25 p.m. 
Havdalah ...................................................................................................... 5:44 p.m. 
 

Sunday, Nov 26 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Bagels and Beit Medrash ....................................................................... 9:45 a.m. 
 
 

Monday, Nov 27 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Talmudic Tales w/ Rabbi Shlomo @ Beth Israel ..................... 12:00 p.m. 
 
 

Tuesday, Nov 28 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m.  
 
 

Wednesday, Nov 29 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m.  
 

 

Thursday, Nov 30 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Women’s Class ........................................................................................... 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

Friday, Dec 1 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Mincha/Candle Lighting ........................................................................ 4:38 p.m. 

 
...to Jordana Kurtzman, Dani Shrago, Linda 
Potash and other volunteers for baking,  
shopping, kiddush and Seudah Shlshit 
prep, and clean-up. 
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Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating Next Week 

Birthdays 
Tippi Denenberg Nov 25 
Toba Cohen-Dunning Nov 25 
Patti Adler Nov 25 
Abiel Shyken Nov 25 
Bennet Fishbain Nov 26 
Jack Cohen Nov 30 
Matan Shapiro Dec 1 

Anniversaries 
James & Susan Polack Nov 26 

 
Celebrating a special simcha next month? Call the office 

or speak to Bette Kozlen to be a part of the  
December 30 Simcha Kiddush. 

The Jewish Way to Death and Mourning 
Sundays, December 10 & 17, 10-11:15 a.m. 

How does Judaism view death?  What are mourning practices? What 
are the steps one takes when a loved one dies?  How does one properly  

observe shiva and for how long? Rabbi Ari 
will answer these questions and many  
others while teaching about all aspects  
related to death and mourning including the 
spiritual side of death in addition to the full 
array of ritual practices including  
preparation, burial, shiva, and year of 
mourning as well as yahrzeits.  Please  

reserve the dates now and plan to attend these important classes.  All  
participants will receive the book “The Jewish Way in Death and  
Mourning.”  There is no charge for the class however registration is 
needed to assure sufficient materials.  Register on-line or call the office 
at (402) 556-6288.  Open to the community.   

Remember to like us on Facebook to keep up with 
all the Beth Israel updates! Don’t miss out on  
pictures from Project Dreamland and the  
Sisterhood Luncheon, Rabbi Ari's weekly Parsha 
video, and more! 



4 

Shabbat & Holidays 
9 a.m. through end of morning services 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Shabbat Programming 
10:30-11:15 a.m. 

Class times may vary slightly - please  
confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 

not be held each week 
3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 

7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  
12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  

12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12pm,  Teen Class with Rabbi Ari  

Tot Shabbat 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Nov 25, Dec 16, Jan 20 
Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 

 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 
Nov 26 - Thanksgiving Break 
Dec 3 - Kibbud Av Va’em 
Dec 10 - Chanukah 
Dec 17 - Chanukah Carnival 
Dec 24 - Talmud Torah 
Dec 31 - Jewish Calendar / Hebrew Birthday 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 
10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Dec 3, Jan 7 
Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 

 
Questions on JYE BI?  See Faige, Rabbi Shlomo, Rabbi Ari or Yaakov 

Shopping on Amazon? Start by clicking the  
Amazon link on Beth Israel’s home page at 
orthodoxomaha.org.  Every purchase you 

make on Amazon that begins on the Beth Israel website returns a  
percentage of the purchase to the synagogue.  Link found on the bottom 
right of the synagogue home page. 
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Hanukah Extravaganza! 
Join the community on Sunday, December 10 in the JCC  
auditorium for exciting games, prizes, face painting, a 
bounce house, and much more! Latkes or grilled cheese 
sandwiches will be available for purchase.  
 

This year’s theme will be “Hanukah for Houston.” The Jewish commu-
nity in Houston was hit especially hard during this past hurricane 
season, and it’s in need of our help! Bring cash and coins to help fill an 
electric coin counting pushka in the auditorium, and let’s show  
Houston how much Omaha cares!  
 
Please visit the JCC website for registration info. If you would like to 
donate to Hanukah for Houston but cannot attend, feel free to drop 
donations off to the Federation office at any time.  

 

Looking Ahead 

to Chanukah! 
Gift Shop Open House - 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

Sunday, December 3 
Stop by for Hanukah gifts, decorations, plus a number of 

items still available from the Sisterhood Donor event! 

First Night of Chanukah - Tuesday, December 12 

Chanukah Luncheon - Saturday, December 16 

JYE BI Chanukah Carnival - Sunday, December 17 

Visit the Gift Shop for menorahs, candles, decorations,  
kids'  books, games, toys, and more! 



6 

Beth Israel Sisterhood  

Gift Shop 

Perfect for your gift giving needs 
The gift shop has wide variety of items for holdiays, weddings, babies, 

graduations, birthdays, anniversaries...or just for yourself. Gift Shop open during 
synagogue office hours, Mon - Thu, 9 am to 4 pm; Fri, 9 am to 2 pm 

Gift Shop Chair - Lynne Saltzman 

We are delighted to share a new design in the Beth 
Israel page of the Teepublic store. Inspired by the 
mural on the historic Pinnacle Bank Building 
downtown and hand-lettered by Stephanie Plenner  
Gerber,  Shalomaha is available as apparel, mugs, 
tote bags, and more.  
 
Items also still available 

with the epic “If I Can’t Live in Israel, Second 
Best is Omaha” logo.  The shul receives a profit 
on all sales. 
 

Start on Beth Israel’s home page at  
orthodoxomaha.org and treat yourself today! 



 Source: www.torah.org  
Rabbi Aron Tendler 

 
1st Aliya: Yakov experiences the famed prophecy of “Jacob’s 
Ladder”. 
2nd Aliya: Yakov arrives in Charan, encounters Rachel, and 
contracts with Lavan for her hand in marriage. 
3rd Aliya: Lavan switches Leah for Rachel forcing Yakov to 
negotiate another 7 years of service for Rachel. Leah gives birth to 
Reuven, Shimon, Levi, and Yehudah. Rachel marries off Bilhah to 
Yakov who gives birth to Dan and Naftoli. Leah marries off Zilpah 
to Yakov, and she gives birth to Gad and Asher. 
4th Aliya: Rachel contracts with Leah for Reuven’s mandrakes, 
after which Leah gives birth to Yisachar and Zevulen. Rachel 
finally gives birth to Yoseph, and Yakov approaches Lavan to 
negotiate a proper salary for continued service. 
5th Aliya: Yakov’s uses his vast knowledge of nature and 
husbandry to amass a fortune in sheep and cattle. After 6 years he 
decides with Rachel and Leah to flee from Lavan. 
6th Aliya: They flee and Lavan catches them. Hashem (G-d) 
intervenes and Yakov, while confronting Lavan for his years of 
duplicity, unwittingly curses Rachel. 
7th Aliya: Yakov and Lavan separate and Yakov arrives at the 
border of Canaan in 2205. 
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Parsha Questions 
1. What was the name of the place where Yaakov had his dream, 

and what did he call it? 
2. What was the deal Yaakov made with Hashem after his dream? 
3. Sarah and Rachel had a common problem. What was it, and how 

did they solve it? By whom? 
4. Why did Rachel call her first son Joseph? What is the meaning of 

the name?  



WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of  
G-d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


