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In the Week Ahead 
Saturday, Nov 4  

Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Insights Into the Weekly Torah Portion ......................................... 4:55 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit......................................................................... 5:40 p.m. 
Havdalah ...................................................................................................... 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, Nov 5 
Daylight Savings Time - Remember to turn  

your clocks back one hour 
Shacharit ......................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 

Bagels and Beit Medrash ....................................................................... 9:45 a.m. 
JYE BI - Shabbat & Humility .......................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
Sisterhood Donor Luncheon ....................................................... 11:30 a.m. 

 

Monday, Nov 6 
Deadline for Project Dreamland Shabbat dinner reservations! 

Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Talmudic Tales w/ Rabbi Shlomo @ Beth Israel ..................... 12:00 p.m. 
JYE BI at Sky Zone .................................................................................... 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, Nov 7 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m.  

 

Wednesday, Nov 8 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Board of Commissioners Meeting ..................................................... 6:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday, Nov 9 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Women’s Class @ Beth Israel ............................................................. 9:30 a.m.. 
 

Friday, Nov 10 
Shacharit ...................................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Mincha/Candle Lighting ........................................................................ 4:52 p.m. 
Project Dreamland Shabbat Dinner .................................................. 6:00 p.m. 

The wall between the Social Hall and sanctuary will be  
open on Sunday for the Sisterhood Donor event.  Everyone 
is asked to please tidy up his/her area.  Wherever possible, 
do not leave personal items.  Set-up will begin immediately  
after Havdalah this evening.  Additional set-up help would 

be appreciated. 
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Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating Next Week 

Birthdays 
Marian Cackin Nov 5 
Marty Ricks Nov 5 
Oz Abramovich Nov 7 
Susan Polack Nov 7 
Millie Campbell Nov 9 

 
      Celebrating a special simcha next month?   

The next Simcha Kiddush will be next Shabbat,  
November 11th. The cost is just $25.  

Call the office or speak to Bette Kozlen to be included. 

Project Dreamland 2017 - November 9-12 
Following the fabulous experience in March 2016, Beth Israel will  
welcome another group who will truly inspire those who meet them.  
These young men and 
women who cope daily 
with physical disabilities 
or are fighting cancer will 
be traveling to Omaha 
from St. Louis, Cleveland, 
Philadelphia, New York, 
New Jersey, and  
California.  
 

The visitors arrive on Thursday evening, November 9 and it will be a 
fabulous weekend  including Shabbat dinner, presentations,  
special JYE BI activities, visits to Omaha sites,  a special Seudah 
Shlishit and a musical Havdalah.   
 

Shabbat dinner, by guest chef Ben Shapiro, will begin promptly at  
6 p.m.  Make dinner reservations on the website or calling the office.  
Cost $12 for adults, $6 for children 3-12, free for under 3.  Family  
pricing of $36 also available, limited to immediate family only.   
Deadline for reservations is Monday, November 6 and space is 
limited.   Volunteers also needed for the variety of happenings.  Please 
talk to Yaakov Jeidel to help. 
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Shabbat & Holidays 
9 a.m. through end of morning services 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Shabbat Programming 
10:30-11:15 a.m. 

Class times may vary slightly - please  
confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 

not be held each week 
3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 

7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  
12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  

12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12pm,  Teen Class with Rabbi Ari  

Tot Shabbat 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Nov 25, Dec 16, Jan 20 
Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 
Nov 5 - Shabbat & Humility 
Nov 12 - Being Happy with What You Have 
Nov 19 - Honoring Parents & Respect 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 
10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Dec 3, Jan 7 
Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Monday Programming 
5-6:30 p.m. - 7th-12th Grades 
Nov 6 - JYE BI at Sky Zone 
Nov 20 - Chill & Learn, Red Mango 

 
Questions on JYE BI?   

See Faige, Rabbi Shlomo, Rabbi Ari or Yaakov 
 

See Page 6 for next NCSY Regional event info! 
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...to Jordana Kurtzman, Dani Shrago, Linda  
Potash and other volunteers for baking,  
shopping, kiddush and Seudah Shlshit prep, and 
clean-up. 

...to Shirley Goodman for the data input work she is doing for Golden 
Hill Cemetery and for her on-going dedication to Golden Hill. 

 

Thanksgiving Schedule 
Thursday, November 23 

9:00 a.m. - Shacharit 
10:00 a.m.  - Thanksgiving the J 

ewish Way with Rabbi Ari 
11:00 a.m. - Football Madness 

Join the fun and burn off some calories  
to make more room for pumpkin pie! 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Beth Israel’s Visiting Scholar 

Friday Learning Series 
11:15-12pm, Kripke Jewish Federation Library 

 

November 10 & 17 - Haredi Communities in Israel 
 

December 1, 8, & 15 - Chanukah  
Sessions will include a discussion of the history of  
Chanukah, the cultural and religious aspects, and  

a look at Chanukah and Zionism. 
The Friday Learning Series is a program of  

the Jewish Federation of Omaha 

Beth Israel Sisterhood Gift Shop 
The gift shop has wide variety of items for holdiays, weddings, 
babies, graduations, birthdays, anniversaries...or just for yourself. 
Gift Shop open during synagogue office hours,  Mon - Thu, 9 am 
to 4 pm; Fri, 9 am to 2 pm.  Thanks to the Gft Shop Chair, Lynne 
Saltzman, for her hard work. 
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The Jewish Way to Death and Mourning 
Sundays, December 10 & 17, 10-11:15 a.m. 

How does Judaism view death?  What are mourning practices? What 
are the steps one takes when a loved one dies?  How does one properly 
observe shiva and for how long? Rabbi Ari will answer these questions 
and many others while teaching about all 
aspects related to death and mourning 
including the spiritual side of death in 
addition to the full array of ritual practic-
es including preparation, burial, shiva, 
and year of mourning as well as yahrzeits.  
Please reserve the dates now and plan to 
attend these important classes. 

We are pleased to share a new design in our  
Teepublic store. Inspired by the mural on the  
historic Pinnacle Bank Building downtown and 
hand-lettered by Stephanie Plenner Gerber,  
Shalomaha is available as apparel, mugs, tote 
bags, and more! Beth Israel receives a portion of 
each sale.  Thanks to Katherine Pawlowski for 
coordinating this project. 



 Source: www.torah.org  
Rabbi Aron Tendler 

 
1st Aliya: The three angels appear to Avraham and foretell the 
birth of Yitzchak. Upon hearing the news, Sarah laughs to herself. 
2nd Aliya: The angels depart to destroy Sodom, and Hashem [G-
d] tells Avraham about His plans for destroying Sodom. Pasuk 
18:18-19 proclaims G-d’s confidence in Avraham to teach the 
world the concept of justice. Avraham negotiates, unsuccessfully, 
on behalf of Sodom. 
3rd Aliya: The story of the destruction of Sodom is told. Lot’s 
generosity to the “two visitors” is rewarded and he, his wife, and 
only two of their children are saved from Sodom. 
4th Aliya: Lot’s wife looks back upon the destruction of Sedom 
and dies, and Lot and his two daughters escape into the 
mountains. Lot’s daughters conspire to rebuild humankind, and 
taking advantage of Lot’s drunkenness, they become pregnant 
from Lot resulting in the birth of Ammon and Moav. Avraham 
encounters Abimelech after which Sarah gives birth to Yitzchak in 
the year 2048. 
5th Aliya: Yishmael and Hagar are forced out of Avraham’s home, 
and an angel reassures Hagar of Yishmael’s destiny. 
6th Aliya: Abimelech and his general Phichol resolve their 
conflict with Avraham over water rights, and they “sign” a 
covenant of peace. 
7th Aliya: In the year 2085, when Avraham was 137 and Yitzchak 
was 37, Avraham is commanded to sacrifice Yitzchak. This 
amazing story heralds the end of Avraham and Sarah’s era, and 
the beginning of Yitzchak and Rivkah’s era. 
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Parsha Questions 
1. What might we find strange about the meal Abraham 

served his guests? 
2. What is the source in the Parsha when the rabbis say that 

“Hospitality is greater than receiving the Divine Pres-
ence”? 

3. What are the names of the sons that Lot's daughters had 
by him? 

4. How do we know that Abraham was willing and eager to 
fulfill Hashem’s commandment to sacrifice his son? 



WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of  
G-d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


