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Welcome back, Rabbi Ari! 
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In the Week Ahead 
Saturday, Sept 2 

Shacharit ........................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Reading ............................ 6:35 p.m. 
Mincha/ Seudah Shlishit  .......................................................... 7:20 p.m. 
Havdalah .......................................................................................... 8:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, Sept 3 
Shacharit  .........................................................................................  9:00 a.m. 
Bagels & Beit Medrash ................................................................ 9:45 a.m. 
 

Monday, Sept 4 - Labor Day - Office Closed 
Shacharit  .......................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, Sept 5 - Wednesday, Sept 6 
Shacharit ........................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Mega Challah Bake at JCC ........................................................... 7:00 pm. 

Joint Chabad & Beth Israel program - Prior registration required 
 

 Thursday, Sept 7 
Shacharit  .......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Ethics Class with Rabbi Ari........................................................ 7:45 a.m. 
Woman’s Class with Rabbi Ari ................................................. 9:30 a.m. 
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Shlomo ................................... 12:00 noon 
 

Friday, Sept 8 
Shacharit  .......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Candle Lighting ............................................................................. 7:28 p.m. 
Mincha/Ma’ariv & Kabbalat Shabbat ................................... 7:30 p.m. 

 
Missing a ring, necklace or sunglasses? 

Last Shabbat, a ring, & necklace was found in the sanctuary and sunglasses 
were left in the Social Hall.  Call the office (402) 556-6288 to identify. 

In Memoriam 
Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 
community members who have recently lost loved ones. 

 

Bonnie London 
 

'
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Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating This Week 

Birthdays 
Shana Miles Sept 1 
Anne Joseph Sept 2 
Zachary Stein Sept 3 
Maximo Shechet Sept 4 
Jason Rife Sept 5 
Bertha Shyken Sept 5 
Marvin Parilman Sept 7 
David Goodman Sept 8 
Mary Sue Grossman Sept 8 
Alyssa Gerber Sept 8  

Anniversaries 
 Anna & Josh Priluck Sept 4 

 Cindy & Bruce Goldberg  Sept 4 
  

      Celebrating a special simcha next month?   
The next Simcha Kiddush will be September 16 .  The cost  

is just $25.  Call the office or speak to Bette Kozlen  
to be included. 

The excitement begins next Sunday! 
It's the JYE BI Kickoff event! 
Sunday, September 10, 3-5pm 
 

Bounce House - Photo Booth 
Awesome Games - Prizes 
Refreshments - and more! 
 

Learn the details of Beth Israel’s new 
and innovative youth programming.  
Free of charge.  Please register on 
the synagogue website by this Thursday 

...to Shirley & David Goodman for sponsoring the Week of 
Learning for the yahrzeit of Shirley’s father, Harry Noodell. 
...to Jordana Kurtzman, Anna Goldberg, Dani Shrago,  
Linda Potash and other volunteers for their continuing 
work with the planning, shopping, baking, and clean-up for 

kiddush and Seudah Shlishit.  Thanks also to Lisa Lassiter for helping 
this week with baking. 
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Beth Israel Sisterhood Annual Donor Event 
How Sweet It Is! 

Silent Auction, Luncheon & Style Show 
Featuring fashions from Dillard’s 

Sunday, November 5 
11:30 a.m. 

 
Chairs - Bette Kozlen & Helene Shrago 

Thank you from the Jeidel’s 
Faige & Yaakov Jeidel are sponsoring 
kiddush next week,  September 9, as a 
thank you for their warm Omaha  
welcome.  Treats will include hot dogs 
and kugel.   

It’s Time to Order Your Lulav and Etrog 
Place your order to take part in this beautiful 
mitzvah during Sukkot. Cost $52 per set.   
Orders needed by Monday, September 18  
Place your order on the synagogue website or 
by emailing bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org or 
calling (402) 556-6288. 

SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS 
Sept 10 - JYE BI Kickoff Event 

Sept 13 - Board of Commissioners Meeting 
Sept 16 - September Simcha Kiddush 

Sept 17 - Kever Avot Services 
Sept 18 - Lulav & etrog order deadline 

Sept 20 - Erev Rosh Hashana  
Sept 21 - Rosh Hashanah - 1st Day 
Sept 22 - Rosh Hashanah - 2nd Day 

Sept 24 - Fast of Gedalia 
Sept 25 - Tashlich 

Sept 29 - Kol Nidre 
Sept 30 - Yom Kippur 
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Don’t miss Rabbi Ari’s weekly message.   
Look for “Rav Kook with Ari - Torah from 

Omaha, Nebraska” on Facebook or  
for a Friday afternoon email. 

BABYSITTER STILL NEEDED! 
If you know of someone who may be interested in the  

Shabbat morning baby-sitting position, please contact 
Mary Sue ASAP. 

Friday Learning Series  
with Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 

A Look at the High Holidays 
Fridays, Sept 8, Sept 15, & Sept 29 

11:15am - Kripke Jewish Federation Library 
Presented by the Community Engagement and  

Education arm of the Jewish Federation of Omaha. 

Disaster Relief for Houston 
The community of Houston 
has been devastated by record 
breaking flooding over the 
past few days caused by  
Hurricane Harvey. The RCA 
and the OU are asking the 
Jewish community at large to do anything in their power to help. 
Visit ou.org to find the ways you can donate funds, commit to  
reciting tehillim, and volunteer.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Best wishes to Susan Polack who is in Houston with a  
four-person medical team from Omaha.  Many thanks  

to Kohll's Pharmacy & Healthcare and the Rose Blumkin  
Jewish Home for donating medical supplies that were 
taken by the team.  Todah Rabah for your generosity!   



Parsha Questions 

1. If you see a bird's nest with eggs or young in it, under what 
conditions are you allowed to take the eggs for food? 

2. We are told not to hate an Edomite. Why is that? 

3. We are told that neither an Ammonite nor a Moabite could 
ever be allowed to enter an assembly of Hashem. Why was 
that? 

4. What a man marries a new wife, what he shall do, and what 
he shall not do, during the first year of marriage? 

6 

Going to the Fall Convention?  If 
not yet registered, do so this 

ASAP!  See Rabbi Shlomo, Yaakov 
or Faige with any questions. 
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 Source: www.torah.org  - Rabbi Tendler 
 

 
In the course of history mankind’s most ignoble times have been during 
war and conflict. It is almost as if we suspend our humanity and regress to 
our lowest common denominator; that of the wild beast. Murder, rape, and 
plunder accompany the soldier as he is given license to destroy that which 
should be most precious. It confirms, as the Torah teaches, that all morals 
and values rest upon the sanctity of human life. Devalue the pricelessness 
of life, and you undermine the foundation upon which all values and 
morals rest. The private domain of person and property then becomes 
subject to the unleashed amorality of the human animal. 
Following the instructions at the end of last weeks Parsha as to how the 
Jew is to wage war, Moshe, in Parshas Ki Seitsei, presented 74 Mitzvos 
which highlight the value that the Torah places on the private domain of 
person and property. 
1st Aliya: In an illuminating sequence of emotional and legal 
circumstances, Moshe forewarned us of the moral and familial dangers of 
warfare. A soldier brings home a non-Jewish female captive. Disregarding 
rational and obvious differences, he marries her, has his 1st son with her, 
and eventually resents the discord he has fostered upon himself, his 
“captive wife”, and his extended family. Attempting to deny his 
responsibility in the “resentment turned to hatred” breaking apart his 
family, he attempts to deny his 1st born son’s rights. This is illegal. 
This can Produce the “Rebellious Son”; a child who does not value the 
private rights of person or property and will eventually be executed for his 
crimes against society. It’s a tragedy that begs us to consider the long 
range consequences of our actions before giving legal license to the wild 
beast within each of us. 
2nd Aliya: The laws regarding: hanging and burial; returning lost articles; 
the fallen animal; transvestitism; and the birds nest are detailed. 
3rd Aliya: The laws regarding: guard rails; mixed agriculture; forbidden 
combinations; Tzitzit; the defamed wife; if the accusations against the wife 
are true; the penalty for adultery; the rape of a betrothed or unmarried 
girl; the prohibition against marrying a father’s wife; the Mamzer; and the 
prohibition against marrying an Ammonite or Moabite are detailed. 
4th Aliya: The laws regarding: marriage to Edomite's or Egyptians; the 
sanctity of the army camp; sheltering run away slaves; prostitution; 
deducted interest; and keeping vows are commanded. 
5th and 6th Aliyot: The laws regarding: workers eating while they 
harvest; divorce and remarriage; military exemptions for a new husband; 
taking a millstone as security for a loan; the punishment for kidnapping; 
leprosy; general laws regarding security for loans, are detailed. 
7th Aliya: The laws regarding paying wages on time; the testimony of 
close relatives; concern for the widowed and orphaned; forgotten sheaves 
of grain; leftover fruit from the harvest; Malkos – flogging; the childless 
sister-in- law; the assailant and the wife who comes to the rescue; honest 
weights and measures; and remembering Amalek are commanded. 



WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of  
G-d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


