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13 Av  5777 

 

Parsha Va’etchanan 

Shabbat Nachamu 

Torah Reading  - Page 958 
Haftorah - Page 1196 
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In the Week Ahead 

Saturday, Aug 5 
Shacharit ........................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Reading ............................. 7:15 p.m. 
Mincha/ Seudah Shlishit  ........................................................... 8:00 p.m. 
Havdalah ........................................................................................... 9:23 p.m. 

Sunday, Aug 6 
Shacharit  .........................................................................................  9:00 a.m. 

Monday, Aug 7  
Shacharit  .......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Eye on Israel w/Rabbi Shlomo @ JCC Library ............... 12:00 p.m. 
Talmudic Tales w/ Rabbi Shlomo @ JCC Library............. 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Aug 8 
Shacharit ........................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, Aug 9 
Shacharit ........................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Board of Commissioners Meeting .......................................... 6:30 p.m. 
 

 Thursday, August 10 
Shacharit  .......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Shlomo ................................... 12:00 noon 

Friday, August 11 
Shacharit  .......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Friday Learning Series w/ Rabbi Shlomo @ JCC ........... 11:15 a.m. 
Mincha/Ma’ariv & Kabbalat Shabbat .................................... 7:30 p.m. 
Candle Lighting .............................................................................. 8:11 p.m. 

 

Rabbi Ari is now at Camp Simcha through the end of August 

In Memoriam 
Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of  

comfort to community members who have  
recently lost loved ones. 

 

Ethel Grossman 
 

Baylamae “Billie” (Grodinskey) Tatelman 
Mrs. Tatelman's grandfather, Rabbi Henry Grodinsky,  
educated in Lithuania, Was the first Orthodox rabbi 

 in Omaha and a noted Torah scholar 
 

'
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......to Jordana Kurtzman, Anna Goldberg, Dani Shrago,  
Linda Potash and other volunteers for their continuing 
work with the planning, shopping, baking, and clean-up 
for kiddush and Seudah Shlishit. 

Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating This Week 
 

Birthdays 
Jeffrey Zacharia Aug 5 
Max Kohll Aug 5 
Maayan Zinman Aug 7 
Evelyn Zacharia Aug 7 
Adina Schuller Aug 7 
Maneva Ruth Edelman Aug 8 
Isaac Davidson Aug 9 
Jenna Potash Aug 9 
Jeffrey Taxman Aug 9 
Eliezer Shyken Aug 9 
Patrick McNamara Aug 10 
Hunter Tam Aug 10 

 Anniversaries 
No anniversaries this week 

 

      Celebrating a special simcha next month?   
Be a part of the August Simcha Kiddush, August 19!  The cost is  
just $25.  Call the office or speak to Bette Kozlen to be included. 

 
 
 

Time to Place Your High Holidays Orders 
Order Deadline: Thursday, August 10 

Delivery Date: Wednesday, September 6 
Browse the amazing selection of items at 

www.kckoshercoop.com  
Email admin@kckoshercoop.com with product questions. 

For assistance with the website or using the split products page, 
contact Jordana Kurtzman at j.kurtzman@cox.net  

http://www.kckoshercoop.com
mailto:admin@kckoshercoop.com
mailto:j.kurtzman@cox.net
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Did you know we will be experiencing our FIRST total solar eclipse in 
the continental U.S. in 38 years on August 21, 2017?  AND Omaha is 

on the path experiencing the eclipse nearly in totality. 
At Beth Israel, this unique happening will have a special focus on 

Shabbat, August 19. 
 

Rabbi Dr. Joel Zeff, from Alon Shvut in Israel, is in 
the U.S. this summer and wanted to experience the 
solar eclipse from a good vantage point.  He and his 
wife will travel to Omaha for the weekend and will 
join us at Beth Israel for Shabbat.  His Shabbat  
sermon is titled, “The Meaning of Eclipse in Judaism.”  
Following kiddush, he will present “Jerusalem:  
What’s in a Name.” 
 
Rabbi Zeff has been teaching and speaking for many years both in the 
yeshiva world and as a shul rabbi at Westwood Kehilla in Los Angeles 
and the Knesset Israel Torah Center in Sacramento.  He also recently 
received a doctorate in Pastoral Counseling.  He is serving as a scholar
-in-residence in California while visiting this summer. 
 

 
 

Monday, August 21, 2017 
Eclipse begins - 11:38 am 

Eclipse at maximum - 1:04 pm 
Eclipse ends - 2:30 pm 

Duration - 2 hours, 52 minutes 

BETH ISRAEL’S SUPER TEENS! 
 Mazel Tov to Rachel Kricsfeld on her success in 
dance at the JCC Maccabi Games held in Birmingham 
this week. Rachel and fellow dancer, Laura Kirshenbaum, 
each earned four gold medals, competing in both solo 
and team events.  Lev Denenberg and David Kay’s flag 

football team went 2-3 and Lev had a great interception in one of the 
games. 

 Leo Kohll leaves Sunday to compete in the JCC Maccabi Games 
being held in Miami.  Leo will be part of a basketball team. 

 Kudos to Max Kohll for attending a six-week BBYO leadership  
training program in Pennsylvania.  Max will be serving as president of 
the BBYO Council this year.   



Jewish Heritage Day at Werner Park 
Sunday, August 13   

2:05 p.m.  
Werner Park 

Join Omaha’s Jewish community  
and show your pride when the  
Omaha Storm Chasers take on 

the Iowa Cubs 
 

Jewish Heritage Day at Werner Park is presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

Tickets available now at www.jewishomaha.org.   
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Women's Challah Project - Volunteers Needed! 
Beth Israel is pleased to announce our partner-
ship with Chabad of Nebraska for this year’s 
Women’s Challah Project. This international  
program brings community women together to 
celebrate the mitzvah of challah. Omaha will  
celebrate the Women’s Challah Project on Tuesday evening, Septem-
ber 5th at the JCC auditorium. Planning is underway and we need 
your help!  We’d like to involve as many women as possible in the 
planning and initiation of the event and we have many ways you can 
get involved. Please contact Julee Katzman at 402-319-1755 or the 
synagogue office to volunteer for this exciting event. 

Mikvah News - For mikvah access August 5-12, 
please contact Hodaya Abramovich at (402) 699-
7073.  Please give Hodaya as much notice as possi-
ble. 

Don’t miss Rabbi Ari’s weekly message.   
Look for “Rav Kook with Ari - Torah from 

Omaha, Nebraska” on Facebook or  
for a Friday afternoon email. 



Opportunities to celebrate and support  Beth Israel 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by sponsoring a weekly kiddush or Seudah 
Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This is a wonderful opportunity to mark a 
special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is with a lasting presence on the Tree of 
Life.  Prices begin at $300.  Tree of Life donations fund Beth Israel 
Endowment Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship opportunities include 
Lunch & Learn program, NCSY Shabbatons, youth events, Shabbat 
Sheet, Scholar-in- Residence programs, college outreach, and many 
other opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  - and easy! - way to commemorate a 
special occasion, wish someone a speedy recovery, say thank you or 
express  your condolences.  Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on supporting Beth Israel,  
please contact Mary Sue Grossman. 

BABYSITTER NEEDED! 
Kelly Lewis one of our baby-sitters is no longer working on Shabbat 
mornings.  Our sub, Lori Fortini, has been helping out but we still need 
a regular sitter.  We are fortunate that Janet Thomas, our long-time 
sitter - nearly 20 years! - continues to be care for our children.  If you 
know of someone who may be interested, in the position, please  
contact Mary Sue ASAP.  
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 Source: www.torah.org  
Rabbi Tendler 

 
Sefer Devarim is called “Mishneh Torah – The Review of the Torah” 
because it repeats over 100 mitzvos already mandated in the 
previous 4 Books. Rav S.R. Hirsch explains that of the 199 Mitzvos 
commanded in this book, more than 70 are new. The repeated 
mitzvos focus on areas that will be of greater immediate concern as 
they encounter the 7 Nations. For example, the prohibition against 
idol worship. Although already taught, it needed to be reiterated as 
the Jews would confront the inhabitants of Canaan, who were 
idolatrous. Those mitzvos whose application was the same, whether 
in the desert or in the Land, are not reviewed. In Parshas Vaeschanan 
Moshe continues his final instructions to the Bnai Yisroel. 
1st & 2nd Aliyot: Moshe beseeched Hashem to enter the Land. 
However, he seemingly blamed the nation when his request was 
turned down. Moshe explained the foundation of our divine mission, 
which will be recognized by the other nations. Moshe stressed 
allegiance to Hashem and the consequences to ourselves and our 
children if we do not keep the law. 
3rd & 4th Aliyot: Moshe designated the Cities of Refuge, and 
reviewed the entire experience of Revelation. 
4th, 5th & 6th Aliyot: Moshe stressed the reaction of the nation after 
te giving of the Torah, and forewarned them not deviate from the 
Torah, either to the right or the to the left. The first paragraph of 
Shema is recorded. (6:10-15) Moshe warned the people about the 
dangers of prosperity, and directed them to keep the commandments 
and remember the Exodus. Moshe forewarned them about the 
dangers of assimilation and told them to always remember that they 
are the Chosen People.  

Parsha Questions 
1. Moshe asked Hashem to see the Land of Israel. According to 

Moshe, whose fault was it that Hashem refused? 
2. What did Moshe say would happen if B'nai Yisrael was evil in 

their ways?  
3. How many nations were cast out so that Israel could possess the 

Land? 
4. Which two important texts can be found in this week’s parasha? 
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WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of G-
d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President 
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


