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...to Ethan Shrago for his volunteer work at the synagogue 
this week. 
…to Jordana Kurtzman, Anna Goldberg, Dani Shrago, Linda 
Potash and other volunteers for their continuing work with 

the planning, shopping, baking, and clean-up for kiddush and Suedah 
Shlishit. 

Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating This Week 
Birthdays 

Louise Lippett July 23 
Donald Gerber July 25 
Charles Robinson July 26 
Lillian Cohen July 27 
Les Kay July 28 

 Anniversaries 
Marina & Mike Sadofsky                July 28 

 
      Celebrating a special simcha next month?   

Be a part of the August Simcha Kiddush, August 19!  The cost is just 
$25.  Call the office or speak to Bette Kozlen to be included. 
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In the Week Ahead 

Saturday, July 22 
Shacharit .................................................................................................. 9:00 a.m. 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Reading .................................... 7:30 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit  ................................................................... 8:15 p.m. 
Havdalah .................................................................................................. 9:40 p.m. 

Sunday, July 23 
Shacharit  ................................................................................................  9:00 a.m. 

Monday, July 24 
Shacharit  ................................................................................................. 6:45 a.m. 
Talmudic Tales w/ Rabbi Shlomo .............................................. 12:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 25 – Wednesday, July 26 
Shacharit .................................................................................................. 7:00 a.m. 

Thursday, July 27 
Shacharit  ................................................................................................. 7:00 a.m. 
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Shlomo .......................................... 12:00 noon 

Friday, July 28 
Shacharit  ................................................................................................. 7:00 a.m. 
Friday Learning Series w/ Rabbi Shlomo @ JCC ................. 11:15 a.m. 
Mincha/Ma’ariv & Kabbalat Shabbat........................................... 7:30 p.m. 
Candle Lighting ..................................................................................... 8:28 p.m. 

Rabbi Ari will be at Camp Simcha from July 23  
through the end of August 

Tisha B'Av at Beth Israel Synagogue 
Monday, July 31 and Tuesday, August 1 

Monday, July 31 
Mincha at 8 pm 

Followed by a class by Rabbi Shlomo 
"Understanding Eicha -  

What Are We Really Mourning?". 
Fast begins at 8:41 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 1 
Shacharit at 7 a.m. 

Followed by Kinnot and class from 8-9am 
Mincha at 7:30 p.m.  

Followed by the film "Journey to Jerusalem" 
and a discussion led by Rabbi Shlomo 

Maariv at 9:05 p.m. / Fast ends at 9:19 p.m. 
 
You are also encouraged to register for the OU’s live Tisha B'av webcast on 
August 1. This annual live webcast will include the recitation and analysis of 
Kinot with Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb and Rabbi Steven Weil." Register 
at ou.org. 
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 Source: www.torah.org  
Rabbi Tendler 

 
The year is 2488 and the 40 years in the desert are drawing to a close. 
Miriam and Aharon have passed on, and Yehoshua has been appointed as 
the successor. In these last two portions of Sefer Bamidbar, Mattoth – 
Massey, Hashem begins to wrap things up. Pay attention to the laws selected 
to end the 4th Sefer. 
1st Aliya: The laws of personal vows are detailed and Moshe is instructed to 
“take revenge” against Midian. In the battle, both Balak and Bilaam are 
killed. 
2nd Aliya: In the aftermath of the war, Moshe instructs the soldiers 
regarding the applicable laws of Tumah – impurity, and deals with the 
division of the booty between the soldiers, community, and the Mishkan. 
Note verses 22 and 23 which teach us the laws of how to make kosher our 
vessels, and the Torah requirement for metal vessels made by a non-Jew or 
purchased from a non-Jew to be immersed in a mikvah before being used. 
(the Rabbis extended this law to included glassware) 
In appreciation for the fact that not a single soldier was lost in battle, the 
Generals and Captains donate their personal percentage of the captured 
gold to the Mishkan. The total weight of the donated gold weighed 837.5 
lbs.! (Areyeh Kaplan) 
3rd & 4th Aliyot: Moshe is approached by the tribes of Reuven, Gad, and 
1/2 of Menashe to acquire the Trans-Jordan territories captured from 
Sichon and Og. Moshe first treats their petition with suspicion; however, an 
agreement is reached between the 2 1/2 tribes and Moshe: Trans-Jordan in 
exchange for manning the front lines in the campaign to take Eretz Yisroel. 
5th Aliya: Moshe instructs the Bnai Yisroel to clear out the Land from all 
negative influences, and sets the Biblical boundaries of the Land. 
6th Aliya: New leaders are appointed to oversee the division of the Land, 

Parsha Questions 
1.       Under what circumstances may a minor female void her vow? 
2.       Pinchas was sent to the war against the Midianites. What did he carry 
with him? 
3.       How many cities of refuge were to be given to the Levites? 
4.       How long must the person who flees to a city of refuge remain to be 
safe? 

In Memoriam 
Lucille Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to  
community members who have recently lost loved ones. 

'



WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of G-
d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


