
May 12-13, 2017 

17 Iyar 5777 

Parsha Emor 

Torah Reading  - Page  672 
Haftorah - Page  1176 

Beth Israel Synagogue 
Annual Meeting and Election 

Sunday, May 21, 2017 - 10 a.m. 
The slate of nominees for the board includes  
Joel Alperson, Toba Cohen-Dunning, Bruce Goldberg, Julee Katzman,  
Jeff Kirshenbaum, Debbie Kricsfeld, Bruce Potash, Lynne Saltzman,  
Andreea Shnayder, Helene Shrago, Michael Shrago, Jeff Stein, Lauren 
Tam, Sherry Taxman, and Harry Weiner.  The meeting will include a  
report by President Toba Cohen-Dunning, the election will be held, and 
the Volunteer of the Year will be recognized.  Light refreshments  
will be served. Many thanks to Paul Shyken for serving as chair of the 
nominating committee. 
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In the Week Ahead 

Saturday, May 13 - 32nd Omer 
Shacharit .......................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Torah Parade .................................................................................. 9:45 a.m. 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Reading ............................. 7:15 p.m. 
Mincha/Seudah Shlishit  ............................................................ 8:00 p.m. 
Havdalah .......................................................................................... 9:21 p.m. 
Lag B’Omer Bonfire ...................................................................... 9:30 p.m. 

Sunday, May 14 -  33rd Omer  
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 
Bagels & Beit Midrash ................................................................. 9:45 a.m. 
Lag B’Omer BBQ at Chabad ...................................................... 5:00 p.m. 

Monday, May 15 -  34th Omer 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Reb Nachman Class with Rabbi Shlomo .......................... 12:00 noon 
Hebrew Class - Level II with Rabbi Shlomo ....................... 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 16  - Wednesday, May 17 
35th Day of Omer & 36th Day of Omer 

Shacharit .......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
SPECIAL PROGRAM JUST ADDED! 

“Kibbutzim, Moshvim, and Israel’s Agricultural Innovations” 
With Inbar Nadir - 7:00 p.m. - Beth Israel 

Inbar is currently working as a Community Shlicha in Indianapolis.  
She will talk about the history of the kibbutz and moshav 

movements, about Israeli agricultural innovations.  Inbar grew up 
in the moshav of Kfar Warburg and will share her family’s story. 

Thursday, May 18 - 37th Day of Omer 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Ethics Class with Rabbi Ari ....................................................... 7:45 a.m. 
Women’s Class with Rabbi Ari ................................................ 9:30 a.m. 
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Shlomo ..................................... 12:00 p.m. 

Friday, May 19 -  38th Day of Omer 
Shacharit  ......................................................................................... 7:00 a.m. 
Friday Learning Series with Rabbi Shlomo @ JCC ........ 11:15 a.m. 
Mincha/Maariv & Kabbalat Shabbat..................................... 7:30 p.m. 
Candle Lighting .............................................................................. 8:15 p.m. 

...to Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, and other  
volunteers for preparing kiddush and Seudah 
Shlishit.   Thanks also to everyone for cleaning up 
after themselves and their family members! 
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Mazel Tov to Those Celebrating This Week 

Birthdays 
Lauren Kirshenbaum May 13 
Melissa Shrago May 13 
Lily Tam May 13 
Teddy Dunning May 16 
Bruce Goldberg May 16 
Cynthia Follick May 17 
Nina Epstein May 17 

Anniversaries 
Lynne & Errol Saltzman May 18 

 

Celebrating a special simcha next month?   
Be a part of the May Simcha Kiddush on  

May 20th!  Cost is just $25.   
Call the office or speak to Bette Kozlen to be a sponsor. 

Contact the synagogue office to sign up. 

BETH ISRAEL VOLUNEER OF THE YEAR 
Nominations for Volunteer of the Year are now being accepted  Please 
provide a short summary describing why your nominee should be  
recognized. Email to bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org or mail to the  
synagogue office by Tuesday, May 16.  The volunteer award will be 
presented at the Annual Meeting on May 21. 

Celebrate Lag B'Omer This Weekend! 
  Saturday, May 13, 9:30pm, Beth Israel  

Immediately following havdalah,  
the celebration of Lag B'Omer will begin.  

Enjoy singing, dancing, learning and a bonfire. 
 

  Sunday, May 14, 5pm (see below)  
Barbeque, music, and more  
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Beth Israel’s Visiting Scholar Happenings 
 

Hebrew - Level II with Rabbi Shlomo 
Mondays, through June 5, 7:30pm 

The focus will on reading the siddur together plus the general  
improving of Hebrew skills.  The class is open anyone who wishes  

to join.  Prior participation not required nor is attendance each week.    
 

Friday Learning Series 
Fridays, May 19, 26, June 2, 11:15am, Kripke Library 

This three-week series will focus on the 1948 War of Independence, 
the Six-Day War in 1967 and 1973 Yom Kippur War 

 
Eye on Israel 

Monday, June 12, 12pm, Kripke Library 
Eye on Israel meets the 2nd Monday of each month 

CELEBRATE SHAVUOT AT BETH ISRAEL! 
Be a part of the learning, energy, excitement, and of 
course, delicious dairy foods, during Beth Israel’s 
celebration of Shavuot.  Joining us this year will be 
Yaakov and Gitta Langer.  The Langer’s are a  
dynamic young couple who will be a wonderful  
addition to the celebration. 

Erev Shavuot - Tuesday, May 30 
Begins at 7:30pm with Mincha/Maariv  
followed by a light dairy meal at 8pm.   
Then it’s on for a full night of learning 

featuring several guest speakers 
Shavuot - 1st Day - Wednesday, May 31 

Shacharit at 9am 
Dairy kiddush 11:30am 

Earliest candle lighting 9:32pm 
Shavuot - 2nd Day - Thursday, June 1 

Shacharit 9am 
‘Yizkor 10:30am 

Shavuot lunch 11:30am 
Lasagna, pasta primavera, tossed salad, garlic bread, dairy desserts.  
Cost $12 for adults, $6 children ages 3-12; free for children under 3. 

Reservations needed by May 24 
Mincha/Maariv 8:30pm 

Havdalah 9:41pm 
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- NCSY Beth Israel Memory Project - NCSYers will be 
taking part in a special project with Holocaust survivors. 
They will be meeting them, listening to their stories, and 
learning how they built their life again.  Participants will 
make a videos of the meetings.  A prep session with Liz 

Feldstern, Executive Director of the Institute for Holocaust Education, 
will be held Sunday May 21th, 4:30pm-6:pm.  Following the discussion, 
we will divide into groups and contact Holocaust survivors to set-up a 
time for the interview. This project can be an amazing opportunity for the 
elderly in our community to tell their story, and most importantly, for our 
kids to get to know these people, hear their stories, and to learn from 
them. The project is open to all our 5th -12th  graders, and it will be fitted 
to their ages. Registration is needed by May 7. 
- Jr. Regional Convention @ Camp Nageela - Thursday night, May 11 
through Sunday, May 14.  Bonfire, paintball, swimming, raffle, hiking,  
entertainment and more! 
- Sr. Spring Regional @ Camp Chi - Thursday night, May 25 through 
Monday, May 29.  Enjoy a great Shabbaton at beautiful Camp Chi in 
Lake Delton, Wisconsin.  The weekend will include a bonfire BBQ, a 
beautiful Shabbat program, sports, Wisconsin Dells, an awards banquet,  
a live band, your favorite advisors, and more! 
 
Transportation and registration costs covered by Beth Israel.  Scholar-
ship funding may be available through the Jewish Federation of Omaha.  
Contact Rabbi Shlomo for additional details on any NCSY happenings. 

All Beth  
Israel 

members 
are  

invited to  
celebrate 

with David 
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Parsha Questions 
1. The priests were not allowed to defile themselves for the 

dead.  What are exceptions to this? 
2. What is the first holiday mentioned in the parasha? 
3. Which holiday takes place in the first month? 
4. When a farmer harvested his crops, he was required to 

leave certain portions for the poor. What were those  
portions? 

Beth Israel is proud to once again to participate in the 5th  

Annual Omaha’s Gives! Event,  a 24-hour charitable challenge 

organized by the Omaha Community Foundation. The online 

event will take place Wednesday, May 24. 

 

Mark your calendars because we need your help!  The more 

donors Beth Israel receives, the more likely we are to win prizes.  

Omaha Gives! is a community-wide event to show off Omaha’s 

spirit of giving, raise awareness about local nonprofits, and  

celebrate the collective effort it takes to make this city great.   

Organized by the Omaha Community Foundation to grow  

philanthropy in Douglas, Sarpy, and Pottawattamie counties,  

Omaha Gives! inspires the community to come together for  

24-hours to give as much as possible to support the work of  

nonprofits in the metro area.  

 

Have a packed schedule already on the 24th?  You can schedule 

your gifts NOW and be set.  Go to www.omahagives.org to get 

started.  Thanks in advance for your support of Beth Israel! 
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 Source: www.torah.org  
Rabbi Tendler 

 
Note: The Shabbos Torah Reading is divided into 7 sections. Each section 
is called an Aliya [literally: Go up] since for each Aliya, one person “goes 
up” to make a bracha [blessing] on the Torah Reading. 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
1st Aliya: Specific restrictions for Kohanim and the Kohain Gadol 
pertaining to marriages, sexuality, and mourning. 
2nd Aliya: Laws pertaining to physical blemishes of the Kohanim 
and who can and cannot eat from the priestly gifts. 
3rd Aliya: Laws defining what constitutes an acceptable and 
unacceptable blemish on an animal designated to be a Korban. 
4th Aliya: The establishment of Shabbos, Pesach, the Omer, the 
counting of the Omer and Shavuoth. 
5th Aliya: The establishment of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. 
6th Aliya: The establishment of Sukkoth. 
7th Aliya: Laws of the Ner Tamid, the Showbread, the incident with 
the Blasphemer, and the penalties for Blasphemy. 

YOUTH EDUCATION CLASS SCHEDULE 
Shabbat - 10:15-11am - times may vary slightly 
 Boys, ages 11 and older Mr. Shrago Social Hall 
 Scholar’s Answer Prep Rabbi Ari Shul 
 Boys & Girls, ages 6-11 Reb Donald Beit Midrash (Chapel) 
  10:30am Reading & Prayer Class 
  10:45-11:10am Parsha Class 
 Boys & Girls, ages 6 & under Dr. Gendelman Social Hall 
Shabbat - 12-12:30pm 
 Teen Class Rabbi Ari Rabbi’s Office 
 Anim Zemirot Class Reb Donald Beit Midrash (Chapel) 

 

Baby-sitting is provided for ages 6 months through 6 years,  
10am through the end of services.  For their safety, children 
are not allowed to leave the room without a parent or sibling  

over the age of 12  
 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Check the schedule on Page 2 for the various learning opportunities for 
adults each week.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo for one-on-one or small group 
leaning opportunities. 



WELCOME TO BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
We are delighted to welcome you to Beth Israel Synagogue.  A passage 
from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 inspired the art work in the sanctuary.  “For 
this commandment that I command you today - it is not hidden from you 
and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, ‘Who can go to 
the heaven and take it for us so that we can listen to it and perform it? 
Nor is it across the seas, [for you] to say, ‘Who can cross to the other side 
of the sea for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform 
it?’ Rather, the matter is very near to you - in your mouth and your heart 
- to perform it.” Mitzvot are obtainable.  
 The focal point of the sanctuary is the Menorah Window, which 

frames the Ark and is shaped in the form of the six branched  
candelabrum. To the right, brilliantly colored window has forms that 
reflect the heavens, while the left side depicts the seas. 

 The message is completed in a frieze, the horizontal painting  
on wood mounted on the wall. The background of the frieze  
symbolically and abstractly represents the relationship between  
G-d and the people of Israel through the Covenant. The perochet, or 
curtain over the Ark, completes the symbolic composition, with an 
expression that intertwines the Torah and the letter Aleph, the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, of the Ten Commandments, and of G-
d’s name in Hebrew. 

 As is traditional, the sanctuary has 12 windows, representing the 12 
tribes of Israel. These windows contain the name of each tribe in 
flowing, organic letters. The windows are located above the 
continued frieze, which includes two central texts of the revelation at 
Sinai - “If you will keep my Covenant, you shall be precious to me,” 
and “You shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This 
composition expresses the unity of Israel as the people stood 
together at Sinai and accepted the Torah. 

Beth Israel Synagogue strives to perpetuate the legacy of Torah Judaism  
in the modern world.  Beth Israel welcomes all persons of the Jewish faith  

to join and accepts the diversity of practice and thought among its members.  
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Senior Rabbi  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, President  
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
Leo Fettman, Cantor Emeritus 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68154 
(402) 556-6288 / www.orthodoxomaha.org 


