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Chanukah Happenings at Beth Israel – Toy Drive, Carnival and More! 
Mary Sue Grossman, Executive Director 
 
Beth Israel Synagogue will be brimming with special happenings in December to celebrate 
Chanukah which begins the evening of December 12. 
 

• Help bring special light to a seriously ill child by being a part of Beth Israel’s Chanukah Toy 
Drive for Chai Lifelife. Chai Lifelife, an organization in which Rabbi Ari Dembitzer has been 
involved for years, strives to find ways to bring joy to the lives of seriously ill children.  They 
provide unparalleled support throughout a child’s illness, recovery and beyond through 
creative, innovative, and effective family-centered programs, activities and services.  Of 
special significance is the dedication of the toy drive to Arianna Dougan.  Arianna, who was 
scheduled to visit Omaha as part of last month’s Project Dreamland weekend at Beth Israel, 
lost her eight-year battle against cancer on November 11.  Chai Lifeline and Camp Simcha 
were a constant presence in the Arianna’s life.  Having donations made in Arianna’s memory 
is a wonderful tribute to her continual zest for life.  Donated toys – new toys only, please! - 
will be distributed to patients and their siblings throughout the year.  Don’t want to fight the 
crowds in the stores?  Just click on the Amazon link at orthodoxomaha.org and have your 
gift shipped directly to the synagogue.  A suggested toy list will be available.  Toys accepted 
through Sunday, December 19.   

 
• As you make those last preparations for Chanukah, make a stop at the Beth Israel 

Sisterhood Gift Shop to see the wide variety of Chanukah decorations, books, games, 
menorahs, candles and more.  The gift shop is open during regular office hours, Monday-
Thursday 9am-4pm and Friday 9am-2pm.   

 
• On Thursday, December 14, the focus of Rabbi Ari Dembitzer’s weekly Women’s Class will 

be “True Light.”  When asked for a descriptor, Rabbi Ari said he will be asking the question 
“Why do we use candles when we have florescent and LED lights?”  No doubt it will be a 
great discussion and everyone – women and men – are welcome to join. 

 
• Next up, following Shabbat services on Saturday, December 16, enjoy a delicious 

Chanukah lunch prepared by Nancy Mattly will feature brisket, potato kugel, tossed salad, 
cranberry relish and apple sauce.  The cost is $12 for adults, $6 for children 3-12 years, and 
free for those under 3.  Reservations are needed by Tuesday, December 12.  Register at 
orthodoxomaha.org or call (402) 556-6288. 

 
• It’s then time for the annual Beth Israel Chanukah Carnival on Sunday, December 17 

from 4-5:30pm.  A part of the Jewish Youth Experience at Beth Israel – JYE BI - event 
planners include Tippi Denenberg, Stephanie Beneda, Faige Jeidel, Rabbi Shlomo 
Abramovich, Sarah Abrahamson, Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, and Yaakov Jeidel.  The carnival will 
have fun for kids of all ages including a bounce house, games, prizes, and crafts.  New this 
year is the “Hummusiya Experience” giving everyone the chance to make their own 
hummus.  Other refreshments will include pita, fresh veggies and fruit.  Everyone is also 
asked to bring menorahs for a group candle lighting at 4:45 p.m.   

 



“The Chanukah Carnival will be a great family outing,” shared Tippi Denenberg.  “In addition to the 
carnival games, bounce house, and yummy refreshments, there will be an interactive ‘Jeopardy’ 
type competition, dreidel contests, and more. Thanks to our great sponsors, the event is free 
and open to the community,” she added.  “We hope there will be a full house to enjoy the fun.” she 
added.  Reservations are requested to assure sufficient food and prizes will be prepared.  Register 
at orthodoxomaha.org or call (402) 556-6288.  

For additional information on Chanukah happenings at Beth Israel, please call the synagogue office 
at (402) 556-6288. 
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