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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Combined Name 

Address 1 

City, State  Zip 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   
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wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 
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...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Lisa Krutter 

P.O. Box 202 

Milton Mills, NH  03852 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Norman Simon 

100 Winston Dr. #5LS 

Cliffside Park, NJ  07010 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Deborah Hirsch 

8205 Fieldstone Dr. 

Mount Arlington, NJ  07856 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
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Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 

2 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 
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Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Yaakov Weiss 

40 Ivy Lane 

Cherry Hill, NJ  08002 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mendy Pillar 

1 Ford Ave 

Lakewood, NJ  08701 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 

10 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Shirley Maza 

30 S. Adelaide Ave. #5C 

Highland Park, NJ  08904 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jack Diamond 

12 Sophia St. 

Monsey, NY  10952 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

David Dembitzer 

1248 E 8th St 

Brooklyn, NY  11230 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Stephen Rose 

9240 Kristin Ln. 

Fairfax, VA  22032 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Charles V. Robinson 

1550 NE 123rd St. #N307 

North Miami, FL  33161 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Manny Goldberg 

7770 Lakeside Blvd. Apt 303 

Boca Raton, FL  33434 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Maggie Gerber 

2350 Beachwood Blvd. 

Beachwood, OH  44122 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Howard Kutner 

2340 Twickenham Dr. 

Beachwood, OH  44122 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

David Lekowsky 

7218 Bellaire Ave 

Windsor Height, IA  50324 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Elayne Stoller 

2810 Aurora Ave #144 

Spirit Lake, IA  51360 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 

10 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Hannah Izenstat 

30315 170th Street 

Honey Creek, IA  51542 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Victoria Howard 

704 E Reed St. 

Red Oak, IA  51566 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Harold Edelman 

18067 330th St. 

Treynor, IA  51575 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

George King 

P. O. Box 612 

Walnut, IA  51577 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 

2 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
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Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
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Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
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Board of Commissioners 
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President 
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Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Richard Gurevich 

102 Argyle Street 

Hamburg, IA  51640 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Joy Wezelman 

P.O. Box 7274 

Bismarck, ND  58507 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
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PAID 

OMAHA, NE 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Jeffrey Stein  
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Debbie Kricsfeld 
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Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 
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Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Bennett Fishbain 

654 Walnut St #307 

Highland Park, IL  60035 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Joe Roth 

630 Hull Ter. #2W 

Evanston, IL  60202 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 



 

 

3 

Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Eva Heisler 

908 W. Argyle St. #317 

Chicago, IL  60640 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jeanette Nadoff 

6840 N. Sacramento Ave #220 

Chicago, IL  60645 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Sharon Klibanow 

2710 W Greenleaf #2B 

Chicago, IL  60645 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Jeffrey Stein  
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Susan Katzman 

6239 Rosebury 

St. Louis, MO  63105 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Sheila Cohen 

12920 Lampadaire Dr. 

St. Louis, MO  63141 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 

10 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Pearle Brenner 

8845 North Congress 

Kansas City, MO  64153 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 

10 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Adam Rich 

10127 Craig Dr. 

Overland Park, KS  66212 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Stanton "Ross" Davidson 

P.O. Box 6J - 7749 N. 150th St. 

Bennington, NE  68007 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Steven Tipp 

18426 Cuming Circle 

Elkhorn, NE  68022 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Frederic Weiss 

1004 Roland Dr. 

Papillion, NE  68046 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mercedes Obora 

812 Matthies Drive 

Papillion, NE  68046 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

1625 N. 53rd St. 
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Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Kurt Myers 

4930 Erskine Street 

Omaha, NE  68104 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Bruce Potash 
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Harry Weiner 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Marilyn Berman 

3320 N. 48th Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68104 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Executive Director 
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Administrative Vice President 
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Secretary 

Joel Alperson 
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Michael Shrago 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Barry Summer 

2820 N 66 Ave #301 

Omaha, NE  68104 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Nancy Mattly 

2813 N. 49th Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68104 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Harry Berman 

1320 S. 35th Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68105 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Helene Lohman 

4654 Marcy St. 

Omaha, NE  68106 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Bertha Shyken 

2006 Atwood Avenue  

Omaha, NE  68108 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

John Berlowitz 

1813 Binney St. 

Lincoln, NE  68110 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Fred Amster 

4104 Kristy St. 

Omaha, NE  68112 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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12604 Pacific Street 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Executive Director 
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Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 
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Financial - Vice President 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 
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Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Stacey Rockman 

612 S. 93rd St. 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Don Greenberg 

9104 Davenport St. 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Michael Shrago 
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All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Ben Wiesman 

770 N 93rd St, 5C3 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Paul Shyken 

601 Ridgewood Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 



 

 

3 

Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Rachel Shyken 

1605 N 84th Street 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Sheila Priluck 

9766 Ascot Dr. 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Bonnie Hines 

8637 Broadmoor Dr. 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Elaine Feldman 

770 N. 93rd St. #2D5 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 



 

 

11 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Adina Schuller 

9222 Burt St. #220 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   



 

 

5 

Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Helen Rifkin 

1107 N. 93rd St. #159 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Shelley Smith 

711 N. 92nd Ct. #208 

Omaha , NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Dan Gordman Fund 

444 Regency Pkwy. Dr. #202 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Florence "Tootie" Simon 

8725 Izard St. 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Harriet Klopper 

9315 Western Ave. #3C 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Benjamin Wiesman 

770 North 93rd Street #5C3 

Omaha , NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Daniel Grossman 

725 N 92 Ct, Apt 314 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jeff Gordman 

9909 Fieldcrest Dr. 

Omaha, NE  68114 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Todd Gerber 

5507 N. 153rd St. 

Omaha, NE  68116 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Lina Kogan 

5152 N 169th Street 

Omaha, NE  68116 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Rabbi 
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Leo Fettman 
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Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Bruce Goldberg 
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Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
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Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Evan Varkony 

14475 Tibbles St. 

Omaha, NE  68116 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Secretary 
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Helene Shrago 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Michael Shrago 

6008 N. 145th St. 

Omaha, NE  68116 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jake Besser 

14524 Stone Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68116 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Nadine Ostrow 

3019 N. 144th Ter. 

Omaha, NE  68116 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Sally Wintroub 

15805 Seward St. 

Omaha, NE  68118 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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12604 Pacific Street 
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Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   



 

 

5 

Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Marvin Kirke 

15654 Lafayette Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68118 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Vera Bernstein 

15812 Howard St. 

Omaha, NE  68118 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

David Adler 

16194 Capitol Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68118 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Kim Klein-Dickerson 

16723 Marcy Circle 

Omaha , NE  68118 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 

2 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Assaf Barnoy 

2513 Sheridan Road 

Bellevue, NE  68123 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Katherine Pawlowski 

13008 S 31st Street 

Bellevue , NE  68123 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   



 

 

5 

Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Ed Joseph 

2317 Ridgewood Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68124 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Barbara Taxman 

1349 S. 101 St. Apt 318 

Omaha, NE  68124 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mark Passer 

9724 Spring St. 

Omaha, NE  68124 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Millie Campbell 

2990 S. 93rd Plz, Apt 61 

Omaha, NE  68124 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Nathan Feldman 

2920 S. 101st St. 

Omaha, NE  68124 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Alan Kohll 

1312 S. 78th St. 

Omaha, NE  68124 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Julee Katzman 
Secretary 
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Lynne Saltzman 
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Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Jeffrey Stein  
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Debbie Kricsfeld 
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Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Georgia Plotkin 

1302 S. 101st St. Apt 106 

Omaha, NE  68124 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Nate Joseph 

2317 Ridgewood Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68124 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   



 

 

5 

Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Ben Fabrikant 

5916 S. 98th Plz. Apt 2A 

Omaha, NE  68127 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Shirly Banner 

7606 Parkview Blvd. 

La Vista, NE  68128 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 



 

 

11 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Ida Banner 

7606 Parkview Blvd. 

La Vista, NE  68128 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
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8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 

2 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Phil Wolf 

16620 Vinton Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68130 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Joel Alperson 

17051 Pasadena Ct. 

Omaha, NE  68130 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
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Financial - Vice President 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Membership Vice President 
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Administrative Vice President 
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Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Uriel Sandkovsky 

2236 S 183rd Circle 

Omaha, NE  68130 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mimi Rogers-Farkas 

1825 South 171st Court 

Omaha, NE  68130 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi 
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Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mark Marshall 
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Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 

10 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mary Thomas 

3021 Cass Street 

Omaha, NE  68131 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Howard Kaiman 

107 1/2 S. 50th St. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jane Fishkin 

5014 Hamilton St. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Helen Manheimer 

6542 Western Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Georgia Ann Steinberg 

5620 Hamilton St. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 



 

 

11 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Marcia Lipsman 

6706 Glenwood Rd. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Michael Cohen 

5307 Izard St. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jane Cohen 

601 N. 62nd St. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 

10 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Steve Denenberg 

656 N. 56th St. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Irving Epstein 

6477 Cuming St. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Kim Stoler 

718 Hackberry Rd. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Hersz Flatowicz 

906 N. 49th St. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 
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Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Sarah Grossman-Lopez 

5123 Nicholas St. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Doris Parker 

120 S. 70th St. 

Omaha, NE  68132 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi 
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Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
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President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Bruce Goldberg 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Tommy Tam 

16022 S St. 

Omaha, NE  68135 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 



 

 

11 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Basia Tsed 

15625 S St. #108 

Omaha, NE  68135 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mel Bohn 

6315 S. 162nd Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68135 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Harry Weiner 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 

2 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jay Benton 

16130 Willow St. 

Omaha, NE  68136 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Deborah Platt 

4747 S. 154th Plz. 

Omaha, NE  68137 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Betty Bader 

12856 Deauville Dr. Rm. 514 

Omaha, NE  68137 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mordechei Lopez 

5023 Magnolia St. 

Omaha, NE  68137 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
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Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 



 

 

11 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Howard Bohm 

14512 R St. 

Omaha, NE  68137 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Lauren Tam 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mindy Tene 

13024 Morning View 

Omaha, NE  68137 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Secretary 
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Michael Shrago 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Julee Katzman 

12018 Vane Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68142 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Yosef Seigel 

2805 S. 126th Plz #4 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Gloria Jones 

13404 Grover St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Marilyn Zevitz 

1116 Fawn Pkwy. Plz. #259 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Joan Marcus 

1705 S. 133rd St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Aviva Segall 

13768 Briggs Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Isaac Davidson 

2120 S. 121st St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Yaakov Jeidel 

12207 Pierce Plz, Apt 214 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
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Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Joe Kirshenbaum 

1742 Crawford Rd. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Treasurer 
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Secretary 
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Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Maximo Shechet 

1855 S. 130th St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Scott Susman 

13768 Poppleton Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Esther Silver 

1111 Sterling Ridge Dr. #266 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Michael Shnayder 

1124 S 113 Ct 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jason Rife 

14217 Pine Street 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Shlomo Abramovich 

1305 S 124 St 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Vera Dobin 

1220 S. 120th Plz. #102 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jack Shrago 

12639 Shirley St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
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Bruce Goldberg 
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Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
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Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 
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Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jeffrey Taxman 

1810 S. 108th St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Secretary 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jon Meyers 

11412 Frances St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 



 

 

3 

Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Errol Saltzman 

13591 Crawford Cir 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Andrew Goldsweig 

1304 S. 126th St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Samuel Cemaj 

1226 S. 109th St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Douglas Smith 

1543 South 143rd St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Sara Weiner 

1116 Fawn Parkway Plz, Apt 357 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Renee Kazor 

13373 Shirley St. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

David Wheeler 

1211 S 122 Plz #217 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 

2 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Aryeh Azriel 

13635 Walnut St 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Temple Israel 

13111 Sterling Ridge Dr. 

Omaha, NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 



 

 

11 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Joyce Ashley 

12303 Westwood Lane 

Omaha , NE  68144 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mona Aoki 

6101 Northern Hills Dr. 

Omaha, NE  68152 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Milton Kleinberg 

6034 Country Club Oaks Pl. 

Omaha, NE  68152 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Scherry Linsman 

11623 Burt St. #R14 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

William Cohen 

15513 Mason Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Louise Lippett 

12606 W. Dodge Rd. #155 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Lynne Saltzman 
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Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
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Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
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Membership Vice President 
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Administrative Vice President 
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Andreea Shnayder 
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Harry Weiner 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Rick Eirenberg 

323 S 132nd St #418 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Sarah Potash 

721 S 129th Ave 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 



 

 

11 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jack Kozlen 

1023 S. 123rd Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Joan M. Kaiman 

817 N. 131st Ct. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

David Goodman 

12424 Leavenworth Rd. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Donald Gerber 

426 S. 126th St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Leo Fettman 

323 S. 132nd St. #121 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Marvin Parilman 

323 S 132 St, Rm #118 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Ann Moskovits 

918 N. 131st Plz. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Michael Sadofsky 

964 South 110th Plaza 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Rose Rosenberg 

323 S 132 St #312 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Bruce Potash 

333 N 130th Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Ben Shapiro 

704 N. 147th Ave. Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Nancy Rampey Biniamow 

1406 N. 123rd St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Patricia Newman 

618 S. 130th Street  

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Aryeh Epstein 

12309 Deer Hollow Dr 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jeffrey Stein 

12821 Marcy St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Joshua Follick 

12228 Deer Hollow Dr. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Carl Riekes 

13319 Nicholas St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 

12132 Farnam St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Ari Dembitzer 

12206 Leavenworth Road 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Debbie Denenberg 

12712 Leavenworth Rd. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Matt Beneda 

723 S. 127th Street 
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Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Jeffrey Stein  
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Lynne Saltzman 
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Michael Shrago 
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All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Nikki Tindall 

841 S. 123rd St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Leo Fettman 
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Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Bruce Goldberg 
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Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
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Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Yoni Herskovitz 

719 Leawood Dr. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jordana Kurtzman 

12905 Jackson St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Marty Ricks 

13012 Hawthorne Ct. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 



 

 

3 

Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   



 

 

5 

Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

David Kohll 

107 S. 128th Plz. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Joshua Priluck 

643 S 124th St 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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(402) 556-6288  
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   



 

 

5 

Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Les Kay 

222 S. 150th Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

James Polack 

12705 Morrison Dr. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Alan Kricsfeld 

656 N. 149th Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
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PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
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Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jeffrey Zacharia 

1327 N. 129th Ave Circle 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Daniel Wolk 

323 S. 132nd St. #416 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Michael Shrago 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Harry Weiner 

12905 Marcy St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Howard Gendelman 

125 S. 127th Plz. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Bonnie Bloch 

125 S. 127th Plz. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Michael Cherry 

1017 N. 129th Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Mark Kazor 

11111 Seward Plz Apt 1908 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Nebraska Jewish Historical Society 

333 N. 132nd St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 
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Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 
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Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 

2 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
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Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
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Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 
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Jeffrey Stein  
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Andreea Shnayder 
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Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 
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Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
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Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
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8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Friedel Jewish Academy 

335 S. 132nd St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Michael Shrago 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Beth El Synagogue 

14506 California St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Tiffany Franklin 

821 S. 130th St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Elaine Urban 

PO Box 540579 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 



 

 

11 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Barbara Widman 

851 S 122nd Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Kripke Jewish Federation Library 

333 S. 132nd St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

CDC Committee 

333 S. 132nd St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jill Lustgarten 

14867 Eldorado Drive 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
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Mary Sue Grossman 
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Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Steven Riekes 

12917 Heavenly Dr. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 
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The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Bruce Potash 
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Secretary 
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Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

BBYO Director 

333 S. 132nd St. 

Omaha, NE  68154 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Richard Reinblatt 

2634 N 124th Cir 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Lloyd Roitstein 

14012 Sahler St 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

David Silver 

5612 N. 115th Ave. Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Debbie Powers 

5627 N. 141st Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Lesli Shrago 

12610 Ames Plaza Apt 202 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 



 

 

11 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Marian Cackin 

11712 Fowler Ave. 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 

2 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
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Jeff Kirshenbaum 
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Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 
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Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Norm Wine 

12211 Spencer St. 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Lourdes Secola 

14270 W. Maple Rd. 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Malachi Hilkey 

12124 Erskine Circle 

Omaha , NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Dick Fellman 

14101 Eagle Run Dr. 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Linda Abrahamson 

2611 N. 124th Cir. 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 

Beth Israel Todah / Annual Meeting .................................. 2 

Upcoming Events .............................................................. 3 

JYE BI / Beth Israel Beit Midrash ...................................... 4 

Photo Gallery ..................................................................... 5 

Birthdays / Anniversaries / In Memoriam .......................... 6 

Donations / Yahrzeits / New Members .............................. 7 

Candle Lighting / Havdalah Times ..................... Back page 

May 23, 2018  Table of Contents  



 

 

BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Cheryl Kricsfeld 

13283 Binney St. 

Omaha, NE  68164 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Janet Brewster 

P.O. Box 57 

Stuart, NE  68780 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Stephanie Shapiro-Cohen 

11899 N 80th Place 

Scottsdate, AZ  85260 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Linda Grossman 

1750 E. Entrada Doce 

Tucson, AZ  85718 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
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PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Board of Commissioners 
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Lynne Saltzman 
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Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
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Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
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Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
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Andreea Shnayder 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Jane Pirotin 

5853 West Agate Avenue 

Las Vegas, NV  89139 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Harriet Rothkop 

1840 Fairburn Ave. #105 

Los Angeles, CA  90025 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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Board of Commissioners 
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June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 



 

 

4 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Vera Lewis 

8455 Melba Ave 

Canoga Park, CA  91304 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Morton Glass 

3077 Scholarship 

Irvine, CA  92612 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street, Omaha NE 68154 

www.orthodoxomaha.org / bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org 

(402) 556-6288  

The Beth Israel Bulletin 
A Publication of Beth Israel Synagogue 

May 2018 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5778 

 

Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Lori Ann Sieve 
Administrative Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning, 
President 

 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President  

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Joel Alperson 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 
The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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BETH ISRAEL STAFF 
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer 
Rabbi 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich 
Visiting Scholar 

Mary Sue Grossman 
Executive Director 

Kurt Myers 
Executive Assistant 

Jay Benton 
Housekeeping 

Leo Fettman 
Cantor Emeritus 

Board of Commissioners 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
President 

Bruce Goldberg 
Financial - Vice President 

Julee Katzman 
Secretary 

Jeff Kirshenbaum 
Treasurer 

Bruce Potash 
Membership Vice President 

Jeffrey Stein  
Administrative Vice President 

Joel Alperson 

Janet Kohll 

Debbie Kricsfeld 

Lynne Saltzman 

Helene Shrago 

Michael Shrago 

Andreea Shnayder 

Lauren Tam 

Sherry Taxman 

Harry Weiner 

All past presidents  

 

 

The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

Elinore Kutler 

5412 Shelato Way 

Carmichael, CA  95608 

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 

CANDLE LIGHTING AND HAVDALAH TIMES 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

OMAHA, NE 

PERMIT #329 

REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
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Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
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8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 
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Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi 
 

This time of year we prepare for receiving the Torah, our eternal mission in this 

world.  We accept the Torah as a united people.  The Torah is a spiritual guide for 

us as individuals, and as a collective as well, hence the phrase, “a kingdom of 

priests”.  Being part of our holy shul has wonderful challenges.  The challenges 

make us a greater shul when we work through them according to the Torah.  Let 

us use the guiding principles in the Torah to be better individuals and ultimately a 

greater and holier shul. 

Chag Sameach and a great summer to all! 

Rabbi Ari 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar 
 

This month we will finish the counting of the Omer and celebrate Shavuot.  

Rambam explained the reason for counting the Omer: ”In order to raise the 

importance of this day [Shavuot], we count the days that pass since the preceding 

festival, just as one who expects his most intimate friend on a certain day counts 

the days and even the hours” (Guide for the Perplexed, 3:43).  The problem with 

his explanation is that if we count the days because we can’t wait for Shavuot, why 

don’t we count down, as we usually do in similar cases?  
 

The reason for the way we count the Omer is that it represents a process we are 
going through.  When someone is expecting to meet his best friend, as in 

Rambam’s example, he has nothing to do but wait.  We, on the other hand, have to 
work and prepare ourselves for Shavuot.  Each day we add to the counting 
represents another level we achieved, another character trait we refined.  The 
time we have left before Shavuot is for us to prepare ourselves, to make sure we 
will be ready to receive the Torah.   

Rabbi Shlomo 
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The next  

Board of Commissioners 
meeting will be held on  

June 14 beginning  
at 6:30pm 

in the Social Hall. 

Agenda items must be 
submitted two weeks 

in advance. 

A warm “thank you” to Beth Israel’s 
wonderful supporters  
...to the sponsors of the April Simcha Kiddush. 
Anniversaries: Yosef & Sarah Seigel.  Birthdays: Bradley & 
Zoe Berman by Harry Berman & Beth Cohen; Paul, Gary & 

Aliza Shyken by Susie Shyken; Zoe  Riekes; Jonathan 
Rockman; Solomon Denenberg by Steve and Tippi Denenberg; David, Max & 
Samuel Kohll by David & Janet Kohll; Scott & Adam Susman; Shilo Abramovich 
by Shlomo & Hodaya Abramovich; Harold Edelman by Maneva Ruth Edelman. 
...to the wonderful Beth Israel Synagogue community, “We would like to thank 
you very much for your generous Maot Chittim donation in honor of the Pesach 
holiday. The funds you sent were used to help so many families with yom tov 
purchases, including matza, wine, chicken and other holiday essentials. Your 
assistance made a real difference in their lives—enabling them to celebrate the 
festival of freedom, with joy and dignity.  Thank you for your kindness and for 
thinking of Yad Eliezer!” 
...to Yaakov and Sara Abramovich, Yoni Doron, Ophir Palmon, Rabbi Shlomo and 
Rabbi Ari for speaking at the Yom Hazikaron event. 
...to our ongoing kitchen volunteers: Dani Shrago, Jordana Kurtzman, Linda 
Potash, Anna Goldberg, Helene Shrago, and “she who will not be named”.   

…to Richard & Nathanne Senturia for sponsoring Shabbat kiddush in honor of 
Dani & Leon Shrago. 

...to Susan Katzman for sponsoring Shabbos Sheets throughout the year. 
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The next Board of  
Commissioners  

meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 13,  

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

…to Beth Israel’s super star 5th graders who competed 
in the District 5th-8th Speech Contest, representing 
Freidel Jewish Academy.  They were the only 5th  
graders in the field of 15 competitors and all three  
are going to state.  Sasha Denenberg placed second  
and Darby Smith and Gabor Petro each received an 

honorable mention award.  
...to Danny Stein for placing 2nd in his division of the national finals in New 
York for Chidon Ha’Tanach, the annual national bible contest coordinated 
through the Jewish Agency for Israel.   

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 - 10 A.M. 

Welcome & State of the Synagogue 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 

Presentation of the Slate of Nominees & Election 

Dr. David Kohll 

Volunteer of the Year Presentation 

Toba Cohen-Dunning 
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Saturday, May 19 

7:40pm  Mincha 

8:00pm  Seudah Shlishit – salmon, salad, challah 

8-10pm Classes:  Part I 

Joel Alperson   “G-d Authored the Torah: The  

         Rational Arguments” 

Matti Monheit   “Clarity of the Torah”  

Dr. Howie Gendelman   “An Enemy of the People” 

Aveva Segall  “What Makes a Good Gift?” 

8:30-9:30pm Kids Classes 

Faige Jeidel & Zisi Monheit 

9:30-10:30pm Teen Classes 

Faige Jeidel, Zisi Monheit, Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo 
9:22pm  Maariv/Candle lighting 

10:00pm  Pasta dinner plus “Cheesecakes in  
  Paradise” contest 
10pm-12am Classes:  Part II 

Rabbi Shlomo   “The Secrets of the Kabbalah”’ 

Rabbi Ari   “Is Judaism a Nation or a  
         Religion?” 
Yoni Hershkovitz  “Shavuot:  A Time for Our  
         Agricultural Ancestors” 
Yosef Seigel   “Why We Eat Dairy on Shavuos: 
         Laws & Customs” 

Sunday, May 20 

12am  1:1 Chavruta Style Learning 

  (continuing through the night) 

5:35am  Early Shacharit 

9:00am  Shacharit 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

9:23pm  Candle Lighting 

 

Monday, May 21 

9:00am  Shacharit 

10:30am  Yizkor 
11:30am  Beth Israel’s Annual Delicious &  
  Delectable Shavuot Dairy Lunch  

  Menu includes carrot souffle , pasta  

  dishes, garlic bread, dairy desserts 

  Cost $12 adults, $6 for ages 3-12, free 
  for ages 3 and under 

8:20pm  Mincha/Maariv 

Come celebrate the receiving  

of the Torah, G-d’s precious 

gift to the Jewish people 

Shavuot 2018 

A Time of Introspection and In-Depth Learning 

Saturday evening, May 19 through Monday, May 21 

Have you “liked” Beth Israel 

Synagogue Omaha on  

Facebook?  If not, do so today.  

There are numerous  

opportunities to 

watch classes 

live, keep  

up-to-date on 

the latest Beth  

Israel happenings, get links to 

many items of interest, and 

add a smile to your day.  

Many thanks to Yaakov Jeidel 

and Katherine Pawlowski for 

their work in keeping the 

page populated with great 

posts! 
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BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
BEIT MIDRASH LEARNING 

Sponsoring a week of Beit Midrash 
learning is a wonderful way to  
commemorate a special occasion. 
A sponsorship is just $100. Contact 
Rabbi Ari or the synagogue office to 
schedule. 

 
 

Sundays 
9:45 a.m. - Bagels & Beit Midrash 

Special classes two Sundays a month 
 

Weekdays 
7:45 a.m. - Creating Spiritual Life with Rabbi Ari 

 

Mondays 
12:00 p.m. - Talmudic Tales with Rabbi Shlomo 

 

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. - Connecting to Our Faith with Rabbi Ari 

12 noon - Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Shlomo @ UNMC 
6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Intergenerational Learning -  

with Rabbi Shlomo 
6:30 p.m. - Character Building for Teens - Rabbi Ari 

 

Saturdays 
Approximately 20 mins before Mincha 
Insights into the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Study according to your schedule with Torah in Your Home.   
Meet one-on-one, or with a few friends for this learning  
opportunity.  Contact Rabbi Shlomo to set up a time.  Bar and  
Bat Mitzvah prep provided by Donald Gerber and Rabbi Ari.   
Contact them directly for additional information.  See left  
column for JYE BI learning schedule. 

Jewish Youth  

Experience  

at Beth Israel 

Beth Israel’s innovative,  

dynamic new program for 

youth of all ages 

 
Shabbat Programming 

10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Class times may vary slightly - please  

confirm with the teacher.  All classes may 
not be held each week 

3-6 years - Middot Class with Dr. Gendelman 
7-11 years  - Parsha Pearls with Mr. Gerber  

12-17 years  - Shmooz’ n Torah with Faige Jeidel  
12-17 years -  Matmidim with Mr. Shrago  
Approx 12p.m. Teen Class with Rabbi Ari 

 
Tot Shabbat 

First Shabbat of the Hebrew month 
10:40-11 a.m. - For 3-6 year olds 

Led by teens with Faige Jeidel 
 

Sunday Programming 
10-11:30 a.m. - For K-6th Grades 

May 6 - Yom Yerushalayim 
May 13 - Shavuot - Final session for 2017-2018 

 
JYE BI/P.J. Library 

10:30-11:30a.m. - Infants - 6 years 
Next session date to be announced 

Baby-sitting for ages 6 months - 6 years 
 

Thursday Programming 
7th-12th Grades 

6:30 p.m. - L'Dor V'Dor - Generational Learning 
for all ages with Rabbi Ari & Rabbi Shlomo 

6:30 p.m. - Character Building for 7th-12th Grades 
with Rabbi Ari 

 
NCSY Happenings 

May 10-13 - Jr. Spring Regional at Camp Nageela 
May 24-28 - Sr. Spring Regional at Camp Chi 

 
Teen Trip to New York 

June 7-10 
Contact Rabbi Ari, Rabbi Shlomo or  

Yaakov Jeidel for details. 

Friday Learning Series 

Presented by the  
Jewish Federation of Omaha 

11:15am, May 11, 18 & 27, Kripke Jewish Federaton Library 
During the month in which Shavuot occurs, Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Abramovich, Visiting Scholar at Beth Israel, will 
present three sessions on the Bible.  Each session will  
discuss one of the three books of the Bible - the Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), the 
Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings").  "This  
series of classes will seek to show the importance and the 
relevance of the Torah, and its values for our life today," 
said Rabbi Shlomo.   
 

The Friday Learning Series is open to the community free of 
charge. Reservations are not required. Come one, come all. 

Bring a friend. You will be inspired by each session.   
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Rabbi Zelig Mandel showing JYE-BI students the skill of a scribe 

An interesting look at Sunday morning minyan... 

What an amazing turnout for our Yom Hazikaron event! 

Yaakov Abramovich  speaks on his experiences  
during the Yom Kippur War. 

Ezra Goldsweig 



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT         

 BETH ISRAEL 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships 
Mark a special occasion by 
sponsoring a weekly kiddush or 
Seudah Shlishit.   

 

Week of Learning 
Sponsor a Beth Israel Week Day 
Learning  for just $100, which 
includes nearly 20 classes.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
mark a special event. 
 

Simcha Plaques 
A birthday, anniversary, birth of 
a child or grandchild, Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah in your family? Simcha 
plaques at just $100, and are a 
wonderful way to commemorate 
your special event. 
 

The Tree of Life  
A beautiful and meaningful way 
to celebrate a milestone or 
commemorate a loved one is 
with a lasting presence on the 
Tree of Life.  Prices begin at 
$300.  Tree of Life donations 
fund Beth Israel Endowment 
Fund.  
 

Additional sponsorship 
opportunities include 

Lunch & Learn program, NCSY 
Shabbatons, youth events, 
Shabbat Sheet, Scholar-in- 
Residence programs, college 
outreach, and many other 
opportunities.  
 

Beth Israel Tribute Cards 
Tribute cards are a wonderful  -
and easy! - way to commemorate 
a special occasion, wish someone 
a speedy recovery, say thank you 
or express  your condolences.  
Call the synagogue office, email 
bethisrael@orthodoxomaha.org, 
submit via the website at 
www.orthodoxomaha.org or call 
the synagogue office. 
 

For additional information on 
supporting Beth Israel, please 
contact Mary Sue Grossman. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Beth Israel sends its very best wishes to those who will be   

celebrating in the coming month. Call the synagogue office for any additions.  

Marvin Kirke   May 1 
Ida Banner   May 1 
Lina Kogan   May 5 
Helen Manheimer  May 5 
Elyssa Stein   May 7 
Irving Epstein   May 9 
Evan Varkony   May 9 
Anna Kohll   May 12 
James Polack   May 12 
Melissa Shrago   May 13 
Lily Tam    May 13 
Lauren Kirshenbaum  May 13 
William Dunning  May 16 
Bruce Goldberg   May 16 

Nathaniel Joseph  May 17 
Cynthia Follick   May 17 
Nina Epstein   May 17 
Adam Kohll   May 20 
Ella Seigel   May 21 
Rina Dembitzer   May 21 
Anna Priluck   May 23 
Harry Berman   May 24 
Oliver Rockman   May 26 
Daniel Wolk   May 27 
Solo Cemaj   May 27 
Eva Cohen   May 27 
Janet Kohll   May 27 
Julee Katzman   May 29 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrate your special family events at the May 
Simcha Kiddush, Saturday, May 19th.  It’s just $25 
to be a sponsor.  Call the office at (402) 556-6288  

to sign-up. 

Memorial Plaques 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is with a memorial plaque 
installed in the alcoves at the back of the sanctuary.  The price of a plaque, 
including your loved one’s name and yahrzeit date in both English and  
Hebrew, is $400.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman for more information. 

Frederic & Alyshia Weiss   May 2 
Stacey & Jonathan Rockman   May 4 
Andrew & Bracha Goldsweig   May 6 
Errol & Lynn Saltzman    May 18 
Jeff & Sharon Kirshenbaum   May 22 
Michael & Melissa Shrago   May 25 
Aviva Segall & Patrick McNamara  May 30 

In Memoriam 

Josephine “Josie” Shrago 

Ira Epstein 

Beth Israel extends condolences and wishes of comfort to 

our members and members of the community on the 

recent loss of loved ones. 

'' ' 

A tribute card is a lovely way to express your condolences.  Call the  

office at (402) 556-6288 or email executiveasst@orthodoxomaha.org  

to send a card for condolences or any other occasion. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Beth Israel acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following contributions received from  

March 22, 2018 through April 23, 2018 

 In memory of Morley Zipursky - Mary Sue & Alex 
Grossman 

 In memory of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Stacey & Jonathan 
Rockman; Mary Sue & Alex Grossman; Mort Glass;  
Donald Gerber; Julee, Jacob & Alonit Katzman; Lourdes 
Secola; Susie & Pacey Shyken; Harry Berman & Beth 
Cohen with Zoe and Brad Berman; Joanie Lehr; Joe & 
Maxine Kirshenbaum; Linda & Kevin Saltzman. 

 In honor of Connie and Joel Alperson for their exciting 
new venture - Lynne & Errol Saltzman 

 In honor of the anniversary of Harry Berman and Beth 
Cohen - Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Les and Helen Kay - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 In honor of the anniversary of Ron and Kaye Giller - 
Mercedes Obora & Gabor Petro 

 For the birthday of Sylvia Kirshner - Pacey & Susie 
Shyken 

 For the birthday of Shilo Abramovich - Harold &  
Maneva Ruth Edelman 

 For the birthday of Yaakov Jeidel - Harold & Maneva 
Ruth Edelman 

 For the speedy recovery of Mike Feldman - Harold  
Siporin 

 Bertha Shiff - Garry & Shirley Laupheimer 
 Sam Weinberg - Doris Nachman 
 Roman Amster - Fred & Rita Amster 
 Florence Blumenthal - Steven & Michael Orlikoff 
 Esther Lipsman - Marian Gelfand 
 Lena Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Harold Bloom - Dick Fellman 
 Nate Nick Siporin - Harold Siporin  
 Francis Siporin Cohen - Harold Siporin 
 Jake Shyken - Sylvia Kirshner 
 Allen Cohn - Arnold Cohn 
 Lena Bloom - Sheila Moravec 
 Norman Simon - Edith Siegler 
 Harry Wolfson - Rod Kessler 
 David Parker - Doris Parker 
 Max Paykel - Milton & Marsha Kleinberg 
 William Wintroub - Sally Wintroub 
 Sidney Katleman - Ferne Katleman 
 Beverly Franklin - Sydney & Margie Pessen 
 Bernard David Weinstein - Ed & Anne Joseph 
 Phyllis Fedman-Tejral - Linda & Mark Abrahamson 
 Sue Anne Hoekstra - Janet & Harry Klein 
 Sarah Shrago - Jack & Helene Shrago  

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

 

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

 In honor of Dr. Jerry Kaufman - Joe & Maxine  
Kirshenbaum 

 To the Beth Israel family, thank you for a wonderful 
Shabbat, we hope to be back soon! - Eli & Rochelli  
Levin 


A warm Beth Israel welcome to the following who  

have recently joined the Beth Israel family. 

Helen Rifkin  Ross Davidson 

6 May - Beth Israel Annual Meeting 
10-13 May - NCSY Jr. Spring Regional 

12 May - May Graduation  
13 May - Yom Yerushalayim 
15 May - Rosh Chodesh Group 

19 May - Simcha Kiddush 
19 May - Erev Shavuot 

20 May - First Day of Shavuot 
21 May - Second Day of Shavuot 

23 May - Omaha Gives! 
24-28 May - NCSY Sr. Spring Regional 
28 May - Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 
 
 

7-10 June - Teen Trip to New York 
14 June - Rosh Chodesh Group 
16 June - June Simcha Kiddush 
 
 
 

1 July - Fast of Tammuz 
8 July - Summer BBQ 

15 July - Rabbi Ari to Camp Simcha 
22 July - Tisha B’av 

A sincere thank you to those  
who donate, providing critical  

financial support to  
Beth Israel Synagogue. 



 

 

Shacharit Schedule 
Regular Weekday - 7:00 a.m 

9:00 a.m. - Shabbat, Sunday & Holidays 

Friday Night Mincha, Maariv, Kabbalat Shabbat - 7:30 p.m. 

SERVICE SCHEDULE MAY 2018 

  

  

 ,      

 

Parcha Emor - May 4 & 5 
8:07 pm Candle Lighting 
7:50 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:12 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Behar-Bechukotai - May 11 & 12 
8:14 pm Candle Lighting 
7:55 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:20 pm Havdalah 
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REMINDER! To assure the scheduling of mincha/maariv minyan times in advance, please contact the 
office by the Wednesday of the week before the date. This allows the synagogue to include those times in 
the weekly schedule and also allow minyan attendees to adjust their schedules accordingly. 

Parsha Bemidbar - May 18 & 19 
8:21 pm Candle Lighting 
8:05 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:22 pm Havdalah 
Parsha Naso - May 25 & 26 
8:27 pm Candle Lighting 
8:10 pm  Mincha/Seudah Shlishit 
9:36 pm Havdalah 

Beth Israel Synagogue 

12604 Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE  68154 

Beth Israel Synagogue is a member of the 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


