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Death and mourning are subjects that everyone must face during their lives. For many, it is a 

confusing and tiring process made more challenging by not fully understanding how handle such a 

difficult time.  For others who have a deeper knowledge of the process, it can be a period that brings 

one closer to Hashem and Torah.  

 

There are a great many misconceptions about what Jewish mourning is and why it is done.  As such, 

it is imperative that one learns the varying laws and traditions ahead of time to be able to take care 

of one’s Neshama (soul) properly.  On December 10 and 17, Rabbi Ari Dembitzer will give the 

community the opportunity to learn during a class entitled The Jewish Way of Death and 

Mourning.  Classes will meet from 10-11:15 am at Beth Israel Synagogue. 

 

“The soul is the part of us that is not limited to our bodies. We have to know how to treat it,” says 

Rabbi Ari. “These laws will not only guide you along the correct path, but bring you closer to a sense 

of understanding and love for Hashem.”   

 

Rabbi Ari will cover everything from the moment of death to the funeral, including specific cases. 
Topics like the death of infants, suicide, sitting shiva, and the afterlife will all be discussed in depth. 

In addition to the laws and rituals, the spiritual aspect of death and mourning will be heavily 

focused during these classes. The book The Jewish Way in Death and Mourning by Maurice Lamm, 

will be given to attendees for free of charge and it will be referenced throughout the class.  

 

Attending is also the opportunity to honor Rabbi Ari.  Anyone who knows Rabbi Ari understands 

teaching and having people learn is a passion.  So deep is this passion, he will be teaching the first 

session on his English birthday, December 10th.  As a community, what better gift could he receive 

than that of a room full of enthusiastic students, ready to learn.  Sharing that passion will go a long 

way in creating an environment where everyone can learn and grow under the tutelage of someone 

who has so much wisdom to offer. 

 

The Jewish Way of Death and Mourning class is open to the community, free of charge. Reservations 

are requested to assure sufficient books are available for attendees.  Register on the Beth Israel 

website at orthodoxomaha.org or call (402) 556-6288. 

 


