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Cleaning, Bedikah & Bi’ur Chametz and Chametz selling 

1) Pre-Pesach Cleaning and Bedikat Chametz 
• According to the Torah, there are two main prohibitions of Chametz during Pesach: 

I. The prohibition of eating Chametz.  

II. The prohibition of owning Chametz (“Bal Yera’eh u’Bal Yimatze”). 

• According to the Sages, by nullifying the Chametz (Bitul Chametz) one can no longer violate 

the Torah prohibition of owning Chametz, however, they required to do an additional 

rabbinical Mitzvah of Bedikat Chametz out of two concerns:  

I. One might find Chametz during Pesach and might have thoughts of eating it. Even 

without the actual eating, the mere thought might reverse the nullification and hence 

will violate the prohibition of owning Chametz.  

II. One might find chametz during Pesach and mistakenly eat it out of habit. 

• The prohibition of eating Chametz applies even to the smallest crumb of Chametz, however, 

according to many Poskim, the prohibition of owning Chametz applies just for Chametz 

pieces which are bigger than the Halakhic measurement of “KaZayit” (approximately the size 

of the regular matchbox). 

• As a result, all we need to check and clean for Pesach is: 

I.  Chametz pieces that are larger than “KaZayit” (corresponding to the first concern). 

II.  Smaller Chametz pieces, but ones that might be mistakenly eaten during Pesach 

(corresponding to the second concern). 

• Hence, there is no need to “conduct a battle” against Chametz crumbs that are “hiding” 

under the sofa or persistently stuck in the carpet. Unless one has the custom to collect and 

eat these tricky crumbs, there is no Chametz problem with them since they are smaller than 

KaZayit. This is true even if these crumbs are still edible for canine consumption (Lo Nifsal 

me’Achilat Kelev)  

• That being said, every surface that comes in contact with food (especially in the kitchen and 

around the dining tables), must be cleaned thoroughly, since a small crumb of Chametz 

might come in contact with the Kosher Le’Pesach foods.  

• There is no need to look for Chametz in the books because even if one finds crumbs of 

Chametz there, he will not be tempted to eat them. It is appropriate however, to open the 

Sifrei Kodesh and learn from them toward Pesach, but not for cleaning purposes. 

•  Clothes pockets should be checked - but only in pockets that may contain large pieces of 

Chametz crumbs (larger than the size of a matchbox) like Chametz snacks or bars, mainly in 

children's clothing.  

• Knapsacks, backpacks and other bags that might contain Chametz should be checked as well. 

 

2) Bedikat Chametz 
• The Bedikat Chametz should be performed at nightfall and should not be delayed.  

• Bedikat Chametz is the main Mitzvah of preparation for Pesach and is much more significant 

than the pre-Pesach cleaning, and hence must be performed seriously and thoroughly. It’s 



not merely a five-minute symbolic procedure, rather, all rooms, spaces, and surfaces should 

be inspected, focusing on the search of large pieces of Chametz and not small crumbs as 

mentioned above. Nevertheless, well-cleaned rooms need less inspection. 

• The Beracha should be recited before the beginning of the Bedikat Chametz, and one should 

not speak between the Bracha and the actual beginning of the Bedika.  

• Bedika delegation to the members of the household is permissible, but they all need to listen 

to the Bracha, say Amen, and only then go to inspect the different rooms.  

• A flashlight could be used wherever a candle might be a fire hazard, definitely for inspecting 

the car.  

 

3) Bitul and Bi’ur Chametz 

• As mentioned above, Bitul Chametz is one of the precautionary customs to avoid the 

violation of the prohibition of owning Chametz. 

• Two main halachic methods exist regarding the action of the nullification. 

o According to Rashi and Maimonides, the essence of the nullification is to make a 

declaration that I’m fully disinterested in owning the Chametz and hence I regard it as 

the dust of the earth. In other words, the Chametz remains my possession but it is 

not regarded as Chametz rather as dust.  

o According to the Tosafot, Chametz cannot be transformed into dust merely by words 

and therefore the nullification is an act of Hefker, i.e. making the Chametz ownerless. 

Though it remains Chametz, I do not own it anymore. 

• The Minhag is to follow these two opinions and therefore we mention in the text of the Bitul 

both actions – Livtil (become nullified) v’Lehevi Hefker (become ownerless) k’Afra de’Ar’a (as 

the dust of the earth). 

• It is essential to have the right intent while performing the Bitul and hence, the text should 

not be just recited without intent. If one does not understand the Aramaic text, it could be 

said in any other language. 

• The Bitul is performed twice – after the Bedika in the evening, and after the Bi’ur in the 

morning.  

• Chametz which is included in the selling should not be included in the nullification. Also, 

Chametz which will be eaten in the morning of Erev Pesach should not be included in the 

Bitul of the evening.  

• The Bitul of the morning should be performed after the Bi’ur Chametz. 

• Due to the Coronavirus, one should not attempt to burn the Chametz in a public space. The 

Chametz should be disqualified by pouring some bleach substance on it and then should be 

disposed of in the garbage.  

 

4) Chametz Selling 
• Even one whose custom is to be stringent and not to include Chametz Gamur (“real 

Chametz“) in the selling, could sell it this year due to the global situation. It does not require 

Hatarat Nedarim.  

• Due to the Coronavirus danger, the Chametz must be sold online and it is forbidden to meet 

with a rabbi or anyone else to appoint him as an agent.  

 


