November/December 2013
Cheshvan/Kislev/Tevet 5774

Saturday, November 16, 8:00pm

This is a community-wide event – all are invited!
Join us as we transform our social hall into Beth El's version of the iconic music venue CBGB.
Hosted by Deborah Goldstein, CBJewB will feature live music by GUMWALL, MoodRing,
The Hellatones and Bite the Bullet.
Tickets are $18.00 in advance; $25.00 at the door. Admission includes beer and wine and light fare,
in addition to an evening of great music.
Contact Stacey Greenblatt, greenblattjems@gmail.com for more information and check out the
Beth El website and email links to sign up!

MORE INFORMATION INSIDE!
Beth El Annual Partnership Campaign is in Full Swing, page 9
Our annual Thanksgiving Turkey Drive helps the Interfaith Food Pantry, November 24, page 10
Meet some of our new members, page 12
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Morning Minyan
Monday through Friday 7:45am
Sundays/legal holidays 8:15am

********

Shabbat Evening Service
Every Friday at 6:15pm
Note: Shabbat in the 'Hood
starts at 7:30pm

*******

Shabbat Morning
Torah Talk, 8:45am
Services begin at 9:30am
Shabbat Kavannah, 10:30am

Shabbat Morning
Children’s Schedule
Musical Mini-Minyan or
Mini-Minyan
Each Saturday at 11:00am

Jr. Congregation
10:30am-12:00pm
Grades 2-6
(grades will split for
part of session)

Updates
Fridays, November 1, 8, 15, 29; December 6, 13, 20, 27; 7:30pm –
Shabbat in the ‘Hood
Saturday, November 2 – Celebration of Marriage Equality
November 16 and December 7, 10:30am-12:00pm – Jr. Congregation
November 16 and December 7, 10:30am-12:00pm – Shabbat Kavannah
Friday, November 22, 6:15pm – Shabbat Mishpacha (Gr.6-7),
Friday Night Live! and Communal Shabbat Dinner
Saturday, November 23, 9:30am – Bat Mitzvah of Ilana Lehrman
Friday, December 6, 6:00-7:30pm – Shabbat Mishpacha/Young Family Friday
Friday, December 27, 6:15pm – Shabbat Unplugged at Beth El

FROM OUR RABBI
Is the sky falling or is the sun shining?!
The Pew Study, Conservative Jews
and Us!
If you have been reading the news about
the Jewish community recently, there has
been a lot of activity and a great amount of commentary. we witnessed two interesting events—the release of the Pew Research Center’s study of American Jewry and the centennial
celebration of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
in Baltimore.
What do the results of the Pew study tell us about Jewish life in
America and what direction is being given to Conservative synagogues today?
The highlights of the Pew Study include:
• American Jews are proud of their identity. Three quarters say
they have a strong sense of belonging to the Jewish people
and 94% say they are proud to be Jewish.
• Intermarriage rates are increasing.
• One in five American Jews say that they have no religion.
Only 26% of Americans say that religion is important in their
lives.
• 69% of all American Jews are very or somewhat attached to
Israel.
There have been many articles written on the meaning of the
data and the messages we can derive from it. Just Google
“Pew Study American Jews” and read commentaries from the
various Jewish newspapers around the country!
In the study, I see good news – findings that support a bright future for the Jewish people and Israel’s support. I also see challenges that come from the modern American landscape. The
challenges were not new information. We have been struggling
with them in Jewish institutions across the country—how to engage the next generation of American Jews in religious life,
communal organizations and Jewish philanthropy.
I do not think any data is destiny, rather the Pew study offers us
a snapshot of American Jewish life now in the 21st century.
Jewish identity, pride and interest in Jewish life is high. Interest
in religious life and religious organizations is low.
I don’t think this is cause for alarm. Rather, this is truly a decade
of Jewish creativity and I believe we are in a Jewish renaissance period in America. Jewish life is evolving in both cultural
creativity, and in religious interpretation and innovation. The
question is how our mission will guide us in creating our new future!
The lesson of the Conservative movement is that we either
evolve or we die. Conservative Judaism benefitted from a demographic bubble in the 50s and 60s when Jews moved to the
suburbs and away from Orthodoxy so they could have mixedseating at shul and more assimilated traditions. Today, we suffer
from a demographic decline but it does not determine the future
of many synagogues such as Beth El. Congregations like ours
continue to gain new members because their message speaks
to modern American Jews. We look to engage people in

traditional Judaism in a modern and open manner. Synagogues
that are experimenting with innovation in worship, education
and membership engagement are growing and thriving.
The messages of the USCJ Centennial supported this trend.
Ron Wolfson, author of Relational Judaism described interpersonal relationships as the core means of engaging members
and families in synagogue life. People no longer join synagogues out of a sense of “obligation” but because they feel a
personal connection to the community or to its members. Wolfson encouraged congregational leaders to never lose sight of
the importance of each member in every interaction. We all
want to be cared about, reached out to and greeted with compassion. The world is too stressful and demanding. We want
our synagogues to be places of kindness and compassion.
Rabbi Hayim Herring, author of Tomorrow’s Synagogue Today,
emphasized the need for a synagogue to clearly articulate its
mission and vision and be willing to experiment in order to create its future. Herring cautions congregations to be places of
meeting but also places of meaning. Decisions in the boardroom, offices and committees should be value-driven and create an open platform and enabling space for members.
This is why the work of the Beth El’s strategic planning steering
committee is critical and why I am confident that we are moving
in the right direction.
Yes, we do have to make changes. Yes, there will be difficult decisions at every juncture. But remember the study: People feel
good about being Jewish. They are interested in engaging.
They just don’t want to do it with a Judaism that is confined to
the synagogue building or to the traditional structure of worship.
American Jews also want to maintain their Jewish identity out in
the world—in their homes, where they work and wherever they
relax and play.
That is good news! We want people taking Judaism into their
lives and making it their own. Judaism has not been centered
on worship alone since the days of the ancient Temple. Even
then, Judaism still guided Jewish life in the home and at work.
Over the next nine months, we will be asking these questions:
• How can we empower people on their Jewish journeys?
• What are our core values and highest priorities so we can
create a platform for creative Jewish living and inspiring
worship through Beth El?
• How can we keep synagogue life strong, dynamic, flexible
and growing beyond our walls?
Please don’t hesitate to share your answers with me, or Nomi
Colton-Max, the president of our congregation. We will be

happy also to share them with the strategic planning committee.
Rabbi Francine Roston
Please visit www.bethelnj.org to read a selection of Rabbi Roston’s
sermons, divrei Torah and special prayers. If you know of a
Beth El member who is ill, hospitalized, or homebound, please
call Rabbi Roston to let her know. Beth El members are our
source of information.
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FROM OUR SYNAGOGUE PRESIDENT
"The paradox of volunteering is that
the more we give, the more we are
given."
As you all know, I spend my days (and evenings) espousing our fabulous Beth El community to all who will listen.
In return, each and every day someone shares with me
how Beth El reached them in a special way. I try my best
to turn this into a teaching moment.
If a congregant says, I was so touched by the output of
support for my family during this difficult time, I play up the
committees and networks that make this happen. When
someone says, I never knew how great a program can be,
I describe that this has been in the planning stages for
quite a while.
This is why the quote above from the eminent British
Rabbi Jonathan Sachs rings so true for me. It can be very
difficult in our busy lives to commit to something else and
yet the rewards are multifold. By volunteering at Beth El,
you expand your friendships, acquire new skills, feel good
about yourself and receive compliments from people you
know and from those you have just met.
I know, you say that you’ve heard all of this before; but
with this email, Beth El is embarking on a new initiative.
From now on, we will have a place on the website and/or
weekly email that lists tasks that need to filled, details that
require some extra focus, and ideas that we have heard
from congregants that need completion. The list includes
one-time tasks, a weekly commitment or even several duties that you could help with over a longer period of time.
You can volunteer for something with which you bring experience and/or a skill that you want to acquire as part of
your pledge.
Below is a sneak peak of what will be in this new part of
our webpage/email. While you are on our webpage, be
sure to check out upcoming events, look at some great
new pictures or make a donation to someone that needs a

little extra acknowledgement. Welcome to the new paradox!
Sample upcoming tasks:
The Interfaith Food Pantry – Beth El is responsible for
the third Wednesday of every month from 8:45-11:30am.
All ages encouraged to come and support this important
endeavor. Contact Diane Stein, dianehstein@aol.com
for more info.
Like networking? Are you a good organizer? Important
programs like Shabbat in the ‘Hood and Shabbat
Greeters need folks to help with sign-ups. Let me know
if you are interested and we’ll set you up.
Keep Beth El in the news! Help write and send short
blurbs to local papers, or help administer or manage our
new Facebook page. Contact Sheryl Hoffman,
hoffman18@optonline.net.
Remember your bar or bat mitzvah? Brush up on your
Torah/Haftorah reading skills and show them off at
Shabbat services! Contact Vanessa Ward in the office to
join our revolving readers’ list, vward@bethelnj.org. We
would be happy to give you a quick refresher “course” if
needed!
Keep checking this list for updates and new projects and
tasks. Great ideas come from our congregants so please
share yours by reaching out to me or to any other executive member.
We are excellent matchmakers!
Wishing everyone a wonderful Cheshvan, Kislev and
Tevet.
Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Chanukah!
Nomi Colton-Max
president@bethelnj.org

NEW! Shabbat Kavannah
Monthly starting Saturday, November 16 and December 7 at 10:30am
• On Shabbat Kavannah, Rabbi Roston will lead a service that begins at 10:30am and concentrates on the study
and practice of prayer – with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all our might!
• There will also be a traditional service that takes place from 9:30am-12:00pm for those who wish to focus on the
traditional format of Saturday davenning.
The Kavannah service will begin at 10:30am and parallel the Junior Congregation time. During the Kavannah service we
will focus on the experience and meanings of our Tefillah. (The meaning of "kavannah" is "intention”, or “focus.") We will sing,
study, meditate and delve into the meanings of personal and communal prayer during this special service. Our service will
include all the essential prayers, or matbeiah tefillah, and there will be no reading of haftarah and no formal Musaf service.
You are encouraged to daven Musaf on your own in the early afternoon!
Mark your calendars for the 2014 Shabbat Kavannah services--January 25, February 22, March 8, April 5, May 17.
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EDUCATION
Rabbi Iscah Waldman, Interim Director of the Jewish Learning Center
973-763-0119, iwaldman@bethelnj.org
I know a lot of people have been making
a very big deal over the very unusual
schedule this year in which Chanukah
will coincide with Thanksgiving. You can
find everything from turkey shaped menorahs to sweet
potato latke recipes to ridiculous t-shirts. This event even
has its own Facebook page!
I admit that I have a sweet spot for Chanukah, (probably
because its proximity to my birthday allowed me to parlay
into bigger gifts!), but all this attention on coincidental
calendaring is not tempting me into purchasing a $150.00
one-time-use menorah. Instead, I will merely appreciate
the fact that Thanksgiving provides us with a larger
audience with whom to light the candles. OK, I will probably strew the table with dreidels and make sweet potato
latkes (they do sound good!)

to join the Beth El community for services and dinner at
Shabbat Mishpacha (Family Shabbat) on November 22,
and are looking forward to coming together outside the
normal JLC time slots. Chanukah will bring not only good
chocolate but also lots of great crafts, including menorahs
and dreidels personalized to students’ interests.
The seventh grade has just completed their bar and
bat mitzvah “kits” by making a silk-painted Tallit bag to
hold the beautiful tallitot they made last year in sixth
grade. In early December, the current sixth-graders will
be make their own tallitot to reflect on what Jewish ideas
and symbols are most important to them as they prepare
for their own b’nai mitzvah.

But this is really an opportunity to be together with the
family that flies or drives or camps out to be together on
Thanksgiving to enjoy the start of this Festival of Lights
with my community.

The entire school has been enjoying outlets for their
creativity during their Wednesday electives as well,
during which students do everything from gardening in
the Beth El community garden to learning about the Marx
Brothers. They are creating “Shabbat kits” and acting out
stories from the bible. Some creative and exciting
months are ahead, ones I think we will all enjoy!

The JLC will have some great things to look forward to
in these coming months. We will ask our Grades 6 and 7

Kol tuv,
Rabbi Iscah

The Thelma K. Reisman Preschool PlaySpace is open again!
November 24 • December 8, 22 • January 12 • February 2, 23, March 9
Our indoor facility offers a place for climbing, sliding, running and riding. Parents
may take advantage of free WiFi in the Beth El Café. Light snacks, juice and gourmet coffee are available for purchase.
For children in Kindergarten and younger.
Drop in from 12:15 - 3:00pm; $5 per child/max $15 per family
All Children MUST be accompanied by an adult.
Questions? Contact Sandy Sachs 973-763-0113 • sandysachs@bethelnj.org

New! Junior Congregation
Monthly starting Saturday, November 16 & December 7
Grades 2-6, 10:30am-12:00pm
Led by our new guest teachers Hana Suberi and Joel Yavelberg, students from grades two through six will join in the
Chapel for prayers, singing and interactive learning meant to bring the Torah alive for our kids. Hana and Joel are
experienced educators and as a couple they bring great energy and the ability to split the groups for age-appropriate
activities.
Whenever there is a Jr. Congregation, there will be a special ice cream sundae bar for Kids First! at our Kiddush luncheon.
Mark your calendars for the rest of 2014 – January 25, February 22, March 8, April 5 and May 17.
Parents are invited to stay with their kids to enjoy some time learning together and/or supervising them. Other options –
Parents may drop their kids off and return at 12:30pm or join the new Shabbat Kavannah service.
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EDUCATION
Sandy Sachs, Director, Thelma K. Reisman Preschool, 973-763-0113, sandysachs@bethelnj.org
School now is in full swing and the
children have made their adjustments
to our routine after the chagim. We are
beginning to learn about Pilgrims and
Macabees. You all may not know that
we will not celebrate Chanukah before Thanksgiving
again in our lifetime!
The children will be introduced to both stories and we
will help them make the connection that religious freedom and family celebration is the overall theme of both
holidays. It is an opportunity to reinforce how lucky we
are to be living in a democratic society where we are
free to worship any way we choose to.
Our outdoor classroom is coming together. There are
many wonderful opportunities for the children to get involved in sensory and imaginative activities in the
space. Aileen Binder, a dedicated member of the synagogue, has spent countless hours outside building the
space. She was able to take my vision and make it become a reality. Her own vision and knowledge have
been so valuable to the process, and I have benefitted
so much from working with Aileen and getting to know
her. She is an extraordinary person who helps to make
learning spaces that are beautiful, meaningful and educational.
We now have a large space that offers opportunities
to refine and exercise large motor skills. Our playground
space has equipment for climbing, crawling and playing.
To that typical playground space we have added a
space that encourages the children to explore their

senses and spark imaginative play. We have the boat
set in sand and wood chips. The sand has sea shells
and shovels and pails.
We have a space with tree stumps for the children to
sit on to listen to a teacher present a lesson or read a
story—or just to climb on. There is a structure with doors
and windows and many different pieces to feel.
I have watched the children pretend or build or play
hide and seek in the space. We have a committee that is
exploring other boards and structures to create varied
opportunities that will encourage the children to have fun
while refining some of the skills connected to our five
senses. If you are handy or creative, we are looking for
people to help us build some of these structures. I am
very proud of this space and happy to show it to you.
Just stop by my office for a visit.
Please see the photos below of the children enjoying
the new space!
We have added nature enrichment to our preschool
mornings with specialists from the Hartshorn Arboretum
to teach the children. They will use our outdoor space as
much as possible. The teachers are very excited about
this addition to our curriculum. It is through the generosity of our wonderful Sisterhood that this is possible.
Todah Rabah to all the members, whose ongoing generosity affords us the ability to be unique and cutting
edge. Please consider joining Sisterhood if you’re not
yet a member..
B’Shalom,
Sandy

NEW PROGRAMS FOR OUR YOUNGEST KIDS AND PARENTS!
Adult Yoga in the Lounge: $15 per session or $65 for six lessons; members and non-members welcome
Young Toddlers: Calling all children from 12-18 months and an adult to join us!
Wednesday Mornings from 9:30-10:30am, through December 18
Young Twos: For children 18-24 months ~ Join us with an adult for a class to get ready for separation in January.
Tuesday Mornings from 9:30am-11:00am, through December 17
Contact Sandy Sachs at 973-763-0113 or sandysachs@bethelnj.org
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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Marc Colton, 973-763-0111 x10, mcolton@bethelnj.org
The High Holy Days provided me with the
terrific opportunity to meet so many of
you. My deepest thanks to all those who
came over and introduced themselves to
me. Such an outpouring of friendliness only confirmed my
decision to join the Beth El family, as the right one.

I am looking forward to continued work on the administrative and financial aspects of Beth El to insure that we
are satisfying the needs of our members and to meeting
and working with the b’nai mitzvah families as they prepare for their upcoming special simchas this year.

The success of our holiday and Shabbat services and
the wonderful kiddushim could not have been possible
without the hard work of our congregants and our staff,
Office Manager Rosemary Cerracchio, Vanessa Ward,
our High Holy Days administrator and assistant to Rabbi
Roston and our summer intern Neil Miller. Kudos also to
Jamie White and Jon Baptiste-Benedict (aka Ben) on
our maintenance staff, for the hours of overtime and the
tireless hours devoted to Beth El.

I welcome your comments, suggestions and feedback
on an ongoing basis. Whether you drop in for a chat, call
or send an email, your observations and recommendations are welcome.
B’shalom,
Marc Colton

CONGREGATIONAL NURSE
Karen Frank, 973-763-0111 x30, 862-485-9062 or kfrank@bethelnj.org
Reasons to Call Your Congregational Nurse
Let me reintroduce myself to you. I am your congregational nurse. I am not the nurse for only the preschool or only the older adults. I am the nurse for the entire congregation.
Why might you need a nurse? Here are some examples:
~You have an aging parent and are unsure if he or she can continue to live alone. And if not, where should he or
she live? What is the difference between a nursing home and a senior residence?
~Someone in the family needs some assistance in the home but you are unsure of whether to go privately or
through an agency. You are unsure how much time you need or even what to ask for. You don’t know if insurance
can help cover the costs.
~You are taking care of a spouse and need to be able to talk about some of the problems you are facing and of
your fears of the future.
~You are able to take care of yourself but meal preparation has gotten to be too much for you and you don’t know
if anything can remedy this. What are some sources of prepared meals that deliver?
~You are in need of some medical equipment - a walker, commode, wheelchair, or shower chair.
~You have chronic pain and wish you could deal with it without heavy medications.
~You, or a family member, has a challenging diagnosis and would like a compassionate medical person with
whom to talk things over in a confidential setting. While friends and family are sympathetic, you sometimes feel a
need to protect them from some of your darkest times. You need spiritual guidance.
The reasons for calling the nurse are as varied as the situations congregants find themselves in. Some calls merely
require practical problem-solving and knowledge of community resources, an understanding of insurance, or knowledge of the medical system. Other calls require the experience and intuition of spiritual counseling. Whatever your
need, please feel free to call my cell, 862-485-9062 or email me at nursekarenfrank@gmail.com. I am on staff at
Beth El to help.
Karen Frank, RN

SUPPORT THE TORAH FUND CAMPAIGN
Sisterhood’s 2013-2014 Torah Fund Campaign is now under way. Help support the training of Conservative rabbis, cantors and educators. Beth El members have been generous donors for many
years. Contribute $180 and receive this year’s unique Torah Fund pin. Watch for details of our Torah
Fund special event in January from our chairs Francine Levine, 973-564-9710 and Abby Nagel, 973713-7442 or abbynagel@aol.com
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SISTERHOOD
…for Women of All Ages, for Women at All Stages
More than 30 Beth El women came together on Sunday morning, October 20, to engage in lively conversations
about their personal journeys while enjoying a light breakfast of yogurt parfaits and homemade scones. This interactive
program led by Cindy Chazan, vice president of the Wexner Foundation and a Beth El member, was a wonderful
opportunity to renew old friendships and make new acquaintances.

Nicole Kleinbaum (above), a new Beth El member, offers her perspective to
attendees at Sisterhood opening event on October 20.

Two mitzvah projects will be taking place this
fall. Sisterhood will provide boxes in both lobbies of
Beth El for the Winter Clothing Drive. On Sunday
mornings, November 10, 17 and 24, please bring
winter outerwear that is clean and in good condition to
be distributed to clients at the Interfaith Food Pantry of
the Oranges when they come to pick up food just before Thanksgiving Day.

In December, there will be a Holiday Gift Drive also for these clients. Start saving items such as costume jewelry, toys and games in good condition, decorative items, etc. that clients might select when they go to the Food
Pantry that they can give as gifts at Christmas. And if you can help organize and/or deliver the collected items,
please contact Claire Nierenberg, clarnier@aol.com or 973-762-9502.
On Sunday morning December 8, Life Coach and Sisterhood member Irina Gomelskaya will present a program
to help us come closer to achieving our goals. Information and details will be forthcoming.
We also look forward to Sisterhood Shabbat in January, the Women's Seder in March, and a Mother-Daughter
Jewelry Making workshop close to Mother's Day.
If you have not already become a member of Beth El's Sisterhood, we welcome your participation and your dues!
Through the funds raised from our major fundraiser, the sending of Mishloach Manot at Purim, and from sales at the
Judaica Shop, other fundraisers, and your dues, Sisterhood is able to enrich the experiences of our children and of
all Beth El members.
Just this fall, we underwrote a program at the Thelma K. Reisman Preschool that will bring a nature specialist to
the children in their Outdoor Classroom and once again, Sisterhood is enabling our wonderful Mini- Minyan Leader,
Ira Levin, to return for a second year to engage young families in Shabbat morning services.
Dues are $36.00, payable through your Beth El online account or by sending a check marked Sisterhood to the Beth
El office.

Claire Nierenberg
Sisterhood Board Member
clarnier@aol.com

Sisterhood Judaica Gift Shop
Hanukkah is really early this year! First Candle is Wednesday night, November 27
Come see our great gift selection! Open most Sunday mornings!

Menorahs • Candles • Jewelry • Baby presents • B’nai Mitzvah presents
Holiday decorations and gifts • “Just because” gifts
Our large collection of Kippot and Tallitot make great Chanukah gifts!
Contact Lauren Morris for a personal shopping appt. at giftshop@bethelnj.org or 973-763-5343 or
Norma Aronson, glpboardwalk@aol.com or 973-325-3342, to visit the gift shop or to volunteer to help with sales or display.

“Like” us on Facebook to receive updates on new items and sales:
www.facebook.com/sisterhoodgiftshop
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ADULT EDUCATION
There’s a lot of learning happening at Beth El!
Please check the synagogue website or emails for updates
Adult B'nai Mitzvah Class, Sunday mornings at 10:30am
It’s not too late to sign up! If you are interested in learning more about the Shabbat service and gaining new synagogue
skills...and you want to celebrate your learning with a chavurah of study-partners on the Bimah during a Spring Shabbat
service....Join Our Class! After learning the basics of the Shabbat service and determining the skills people are interested
in learning, the year's course topics will decided by the group's interest. A number of the students learned to read Hebrew
last year and we would love to have new students join us for an exciting year.
Watch your emails for information about more upcoming learning opportunities:
Scholar/Artist-in-Residence programs, trip to the Lower East Side and Adult Salons hosted by members.
If you have any questions about Adult Education activities, or you are interested in joining the planning team,
please contact Erika Gold at be1111@comcast.net.

Saturday, November 9

Progressive Dinner
We will gather at the home of Sharon and Jimmy Schwarz for a variety of hors d'oeuvres, move to homes of other
members for a delicious dairy dinner and reunite at the home of Gail and Dennis Roth to share adventures while
feasting on a selection of tasty desserts.
Refer to your evite for more details!
Our future events include speakers, movies, and a walking tour in New York.
If you’re not receiving email from Boomers and Beyond and want to hear about upcoming activities,
please contact Joy Markel jgmarkel@gmail. For members aged 50+

Sunday, November 10 - Tuesday, November 26

Sisterhood-Sponsored Winter Clothing Drive
This is a chance to clear out your closets. Bring warm, winter clothing for men, women and children. We
need coats, pants, hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, pajamas, sweaters to Beth El. There will be boxes in
both lobbies for your donations. All clothing must be CLEAN and not tattered. Donations will benefit recipients at the Interfaith Food Pantry of the Oranges. Contact Norma Aronson, glpboardwalk@aol.com,
if you would like to help.

Indoor Basketball with Beth El Men's Club
September through June: Wednesday & Sunday evenings, 7:45 - 10:00pm
Competitive and enjoyable pickup game; not part of a league. Guests are welcome for up to two free games to
try us out. Reasonable annual fee is charged per player if you become a regular. We play at the Golda Och
Academy Upper School, 1418 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange.
Contact Marty Hoffman for more details, 973-699-3872 or hoffman49@optonline.net

Page 8

2013-2014 Beth El Annual Partnership Campaign Update
Thank you very much to those who have generously responded to this year’s Annual Partnership Campaign, including
our officers, board members and past presidents, who made their commitments before Rosh Hashanah.
This year we are celebrating Beth El’s 65th anniversary and asking the congregation to pledge generously in honor of
this special milestone in our history. Annual Partnership donations help support our growing Jewish Learning Center
and Thelma K. Reisman Preschool, our adult education and family programs. The campaign also supports introductory
new member dues programs and helps those who are not able to pay full membership but are committed to Beth El. It
is important that we maintain our egalitarian, welcoming and inclusive community.
Please answer our call when a member of the Annual Partnership committee contacts you. You can email your pledge
to info@bethelnj.org, send a check to the Beth El office or pay directly through your Beth El online account. Please
contact me with any questions.
Thank you!
Sheryl Hoffman, 2013 Annual Partnership Campaign Chair

These donors have made pledges to the Annual Partnership Campaign as of October 22, 2013.
William & Susan Adelson
Gabriel & Erica Anthony
Raphael & Norma Aronson
Elliot & Claire Asarnow
David & Joani Ascher
Howard August
Eric Stevens & Reba Auslander
David & Irene Beyth
Scott Bieber & Atara Jacobson
Mark Brownstein & Johanna Ginsberg
Harvey & Joan Bucholtz
Matthew & Stephanie Carmel
Norman & Annelyse Chaleff
Mark & Eda Chodrow
Harold & Nomi Colton-Max
Samuel Convissor
Charles & Ada Cutler
Scott & Laura Dichter
Harvey Dudowsky
Andrew Fair & Ellen Weisbord
Michael Finesilver
Gary & Amy Forman
Jim & Marcia Gardner
Stephen & Karen Gevirtz
Ken Gold & Marcy Felsenfeld
William & Erika Gold
Michael & Hope Goldberg
Neil & Joyce Goldstein
Michael & Jessica Goodman

James Grayer & Sheryl Parker
Matt & Stacey Greenblatt
Todd & Aviva Gutnick
Robert Juman & Julie Hack
Jeremy Hirsh & Sabrina Safrin Hirsh
Marty & Sheryl Hoffman
Allan Hoffman & Dianne Rosky
Marilynn Jacobs
Jason Kent & James Pomeranz
Michael Kishelev & Irina Gomelskaya
Francine Levine
Lester Z. & Judith Lieberman
Marvin Lustbader
Ronald Meier & Joyce Raynor
Gabriel & Jill Mendelberg
Gabriel L. & Samantha D. Migdal
Michael & Lauren Morris
Aaron & Claire Nierenberg
Michael Och
Jonathon & Kristine Ostroff
Alan & Laura Roth
Dennis & Gail Roth
Eva Samo
Ephraim & Susan Schachter
Michael Schloff & Elizabeth Hochberg
James & Sharon Schwarz
Dan Segal & Susan Kitzen
Matthew & Adena Traub
Steven Weber & Leah Gendler
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TIKKUN OLAM/SOCIAL ACTION
Interfaith Food Pantry of the Oranges Thanksgiving Turkey Drive
We will be collecting turkeys to distribute at the Interfaith Food Pantry of the Oranges for
Thanksgiving. This year we will need to collect 200 turkeys.
Please donate your free or purchased frozen turkey. The ideal size is medium sized or about 15 to 18 lbs.
Frozen turkeys can be dropped off on Sunday, November, 24 from 8:30am-12:30pm at Temple Sharey
Tefilo Israel on Scotland Road, South Orange. We will have a U-haul in the parking lot and will be collecting
turkeys, canned goods and coats. You can also drop your turkey off before Monday, November 25 at Beth El
or at Diane Steinʼs home, 49 Seminole Way, Short Hills.
Our major Thanksgiving food pantry day is Wednesday, November 27. Sisterhood is collecting coats, hats,
gloves, scarves, boots and sweaters for our pantry patrons.
Also, please note the Holiday Food Pantry boutique to be held on Wednesday, December 18.
Sisterhood and our Preschool will collect holiday boutique items such as clothes, books or household items
that you can drop in our collection bin in the Beth El lobby after Thanksgiving.
We can also accept cash donations, which will be used to purchase turkeys.
Please contact Diane Stein at 973-715-7718, dianehstein@aol.com with questions.

Students from Golda Och Academy and our JLC helped pack Food Pantry bags in October.

Morning Minyan Matters
Please help the Morning Minyan support the community and our fellow congregants saying Kaddish by attending
this short service one morning a week. It’s a great way to start your day!
Morning Minyan donates thousands of dollars each year to worthy charities in NJ, the US and in Israel, including
those of our b’nai mitzvah students for their mitzvah projects. Please support these efforts!
Monday through Friday, we start at 7:45am; on Sundays and secular holidays at 8:15am; on Jewish holidays
and Rosh Hodesh at 7:30am.
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES
South Orange USY
For more information and to join in on the fun next year, contact USY Advisor Yehuda Webster at
sousy@gmail.com or Kadima Advisor Jesse Hein, southorangekadima@gmail.com!

USY IS WHERE ITʼS AT:
Sunday, November 10, 6:00-8:00pm — Bedouin Night at Beth El
Join SOUSY in experiencing the Israeli Bedouin culture; we will hear from a young Arab-Israeli about growing up in two
very similar cultures with an often very tense relationshipl
Friday-Sunday, November 15-17 — Fall Kinnus
Wednesday, November 27 — Ice Skating

Mark your calendars:
Saturday, December 14 — Membership Dance
Sunday, December 15, 2:00-4:00pm — Rock Climbing
Sunday, January 5, 2:00pm — Rebounderz or Gotham Comedy Club
Saturday, January 11 — SA/TO Dance
Please contact SOUSY Chapter Advisor Yehudah Webster at southorangeusy@gmail.com or the
SOUSY Facebook Page to confirm all activities and to get on the chapter email list. Please join us!

BE PART OF WHATʼS GOING ON AT SOUTH ORANGE KADIMA
South Orange Kadima invites all kids in Grades 6 to 8 to hang out with us! Meetings are held once a month.
Members can also participate in great Northern New Jersey Region events.

Hereʼs whatʼs coming up!
Tuesday, November 12, 6:00-7:30pm — A Night On The Town
Casino Games, board games, dinner, and refreshments! Event at Oheb Shalom
Sunday, December 15 — Field trip to New York City
Visit the "Top of the Rock" and catch an amazing view of the city skyline. Then shop with your friends in Times
Square. More details to come.
Contact Chapter Advisor Jesse Heins, southorangekadima@gmail.com, for more information and to join up!

Congregation Beth El is now on Linkedin!
Please search for "Congregation Beth El Professional Networking Group" on LinkedIn and join us to share job
opportunities at your company with fellow congregants; participate in career-related discussions; post info on
job fairs, industry-specific events and resources of interest; and build stronger personal relationships and
broader professional networks within our diverse and talented Beth El community. If you have any questions,
please email Irina Gomelskaya at igomelskaya@gmail.com.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
David Miller and Jane Buchanan
Beth El welcomes David and Jane and family of Maplewood to our congregation. Originally from Madison, Wis., he is an attorney for J.P. Morgan Chase. A native of Park City,
Utah, she is associate director of the Europe and Central Asia division for Human
Rights Watch, where she has done research and advocacy on abuses against migrant
workers in the former Soviet Union. They are the parents of Miriam Buchanan, who
turned seven in October and is in the first grade at the Seth Boyden School and at our
Jewish Learning Center. Her brother, Noah Miller will be three in December. The family
joined Beth El thanks to many friends who already belong here and are very excited to be here, they say.
David already is involved in our Men’s Club and Miriam and Noah have participated in Sukkah decorating, High Holy Day
services and Ira Levin programs. “The kids adore him,” say their parents.

David and Michele Richman
We also introduce David, Michele and family, who moved to Maplewood last June, as new members
of the synagogue. He is an insurance attorney for Marshall, Conway & Bradley P.C. in New York City.
Michele, also an attorney, is general counsel and program attorney at FurtherEd Inc., a continuing
education provider. Their sons Max, who will be nine in January, and Eli, who is five, both attend our
JLC. Max is in third grade there and also at Jefferson School in Maplewood, and Eli is in kindergarten
at Marshall School in South Orange. The family found Beth El through friends Matt and Adena Traub,
says Michele, who says “Max loves the Jewish joke class at JLC and Eli enjoyed decorating the
Sukkah.” The family has attended the summer picnic and High Holy Day services. “The Beth El community has been extremely welcoming and it has been nice to see some of the members of our former congregation
United Synagogue of Hoboken here as well,” says Michele. In their “spare time,” Eli loves playing on his Cougar soccer
team with his dad, the coach, and Max is preparing for future membership in the Beth El Kitchen Cabinet with his cooking
class in Maplewood.

Seth Schran and Alicia Orellana
The congregation also is pleased to have Seth, Alicia and their son Jacob Schran, as new members.
They also are from Maplewood, moving there this past spring. Seth is originally from Morristown and
Alicia was raised in a Jewish home in Peru, Europe and Long Island to a mom from Morocco and dad
from Portugal. Seth is a physiatrist specializing in sports medicine who practices physical
medicine and rehabilitation at the Center for Joint and Spine Relief in Jersey City. Alicia, a biochemistry
professor and research scientist, now is a regulatory affairs associate at Kyowa Hakko Kirin Pharma
Inc. in Princeton. Jacob, who turned two in June, is in the Two’s class at our preschool. “Jacob loves
his teachers and the crafting activities,” says Alicia. “He likes to use his hands a lot.” She says the
family “struck gold” in finding Beth El. “We were looking for a shul that could offer continuing Jewish learning for Seth and
I as professional practicing Jewish adults who come with certain degree of observance and Jewish education,” says Alicia.
“Seth comes from a Reform background and I come from a Conserva-dox background where men and women daven
separately. Beth El was able to bring us together as one family instead of having two different views and practices of the
same religion. We wanted a shul where Jacob will grow safely as a practicing Jewish boy who loves, practices, appreciates and respects who he is.”

Mazel Tov to Our Bat Mitzvah
Hi, I'm Ilana Lehrman! I am very
excited for my Bat Mitzvah coming up
on November 23. I go to South Orange Middle School, and I am in 7th
grade. I feel lucky to have Parshat
Vayeshev, which is about Joseph and
his relationships with his brothers and
his father, Jacob. For my mitzvah project, I am doing
the twinning program with a Holocaust survivor, and I
am also volunteering in the Special Needs Athletic Program (SNAP) in Morristown. I love sports and wanted

to help kids with disabilities, such as autism, to be able
to play sports too. I enjoy playing tennis and dancing. I
would like to thank my tutor Howard Cooper for being
patient and helping me with everything I needed to
know. I also want to thank Rabbi Roston for helping me
to understand my parsha and in writing my D'var Torah.
I would also like to thank my parents, Jennifer and
Daniel Lehrman for helping to plan everything and to
learn all I have needed to know. Thank you also to my
sister, Maia, for not getting mad while there has been
so much attention on me and my Bat Mitzvah.
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BETH EL FAMILY NEWS
The Beth El family wants to respond to your life cycle milestones, both happy and sad, with expressions of mazel tov,
refuah shlayma or condolence. Please alert the office of these events at info@bethelnj.org or 973-763-0111, and please
send a synagogue tribute to to note these events of fellow congregants. It will really be appreciated!

Mazel Tov to:
Ilana Lehrman on her bat mitzvah November 23 and to her parents Daniel and Jennifer Lehrman
Steve Seiden on being nominated as board chairman of the Jewish Community Centers of North America (JCC
Association). He will be installed next March. Steve is the group’s current finance committee chair and a two-time
past chair of the JCC MetroWest board of trustees.
Treasure and Rich Cohen on the birth of their sixth grandchild, Andrew Morris Levy. The proud parents are
Esther and Dan Levy.
Richard and Barbara Lander on the engagement of their daughter Erica Lander to Daniel Miller of New York.
CJ Prince and Michaele Taylor; Samantha and Jan Kaminsky; and Deborah Goldstein and Gabriella
DiMaggio on their civil marriages.

Wishing a complete healing Refuah Shelemah to:
Aviva Gutnick, Ethan Stambler, Sabrina Safrin-Hirsh, Rebecca Carmel, Ellen Hark, Mike Finesilver, Lester Lieberman,
Morris Spielberg and Jonathan Woocher.

THE CONGREGATION GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES
THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTIONS. THANK YOU FOR CARING.
DOUBLE CHAI FUND
In Memory Of
Norman Auslander from Reba Auslander
Marcia Biloon from Jeremy Biloon
Dorothy Goldstein from Neil Goldstein
Newton Greenblatt from Susan Lieberman
Sedelle Katz from Daniel Katz
Sarah Pollack from Mae Gorman
Ira Franklin Ross from Laura Roth
Samuel Usdin from Mae Gorman
Paula Gash from Ray and Norma Aronson
Ernest Livingstone from Erika Gold
In Honor Of
Sam Convissor from Ray and Norma
Aronson
Irene Beyth from Clair and Arnie Nierenberg
CHAI FUND
In Memory Of
Hyman Stromer from Rosalyn Diamond
Barbara Rothstein from Steven Rothstein

Lynn Rothstein from Steven Rothstein
Robert Gold from Ken Gold
Sylvia Oppenheim from Stephen Seiden
Ann Weiss from Jackie Levinson
Ernest Weisz from William Weisz
Rabbi David Aronson from Ray and
Norma Aronson
In Honor Of
Sam Convissor on his second Bar Mitzvah
from Claire and Arnie Neirenberg
Susan and Mitchell Lieberman on the
engagement of their son Stephen to
Stephanie from Sheryl and Marty Hoffman
TRIBUTE FUND
In Memory Of
Mordechai Liwshitz from Harvey and
Joan Bucholtz
Andrea Bleznick from Marjorie Weinstein
Henrietta Blumenfeld from Howard August
Rosylyn Kaufman from Joy and Jeffrey
Markel
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In Honor Of
Congregation Beth El’s special 65th
Anniversary from Alan and Christine
Feldman as their way of thanking the
congregation for its warm kindness. It is
really appreciated.
Nomi Colton-Max on becoming president
of Beth El from Sheryl and Marty Hoffman
Joy and Jeff Markel on the birth of their
new granddaughter Ruby from Sharon and
Stephen Seiden
Rachel and Seth Wainer on the birth of
their son from Nomi and Harold Colton-Max
and family
Amy Brownstein’s bat mitzvah from
David and Debbie Rubin
Mark Chodrow’s superb Torah instruction
from Debbie Rubin

ANN DEENER FUND FOR
CAMP RAMAH
In Honor Of
Joani Ascher launching her latest book
from Harvey and Joan Bucholtz
DOROTHY AMDURER FUND FOR
THE HOMELESS
In Memory Of
Frieda Fischman from Treasure and Rich
Cohen
Pauline Israel from Meg Sherrin
David Romanowsky from Treasure and Rich
Cohen
Dorothy Amdurer from Nick Brabander and

Joan Amdurer-Brabander
Nettie Amdurer from Nick Brabander and
Joan Amdurer-Brabander
In Honor Of
Joy and Jeffrey Markel on the birth of their
granddaughter, Ruby Fay Gonzalez from
Dennis, Gail, Carli and Jason Roth
JLC FUND
In Honor Of
Rabbi and Mark Roston’s chai wedding
anniversary from Debbie and Dave Rubin
Mark Chodrow’s superb Torah instruction
from Debbie Rubin
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L’DOR V’DOR FUND
In Honor of the Congregation
From Cindy Chazan and Jay Leipzig
From Donald A. Wagner
RUTH AND ROBERT GOLD
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Honor Of
Michael Wallach’s Big Birthday from
Debbie and Dave Rubin

The Bulletin of
Congregation Beth El
Published monthly by
Congregation Beth El
(Beth David Jewish Center
Affiliated 1988)
222 Irvington Avenue
South Orange, NJ 07079
Office: 973-763-0111
Fax: 973-763-5793
www.bethelnj.org
Francine Roston, Rabbi
Jehiel Orenstein, Z”L, Rabbi Emeritus
Theodore Friedman Z”L, Rabbi Emeritus
Julius Eidenbaum Z”L, Rabbi Emeritus
of Congregation Beth David
Morris Levinson Z”L, Hazzan Emeritus
Marc Colton, Executive Director
mcolton@bethelnj.org
Rabbi Iscah Waldman, Interim Director of the
Jewish Learning Center
iwaldman@bethelnj.org
Sandy Sachs, Director,
Thelma K. Reisman Preschool
sandysachs@bethelnj.org
Karen Frank, Congregational Nurse
kfrank@bethelnj.org
Nomi Colton-Max, President
president@bethelnj.org

Thank you to Ellen Weisbord and Gail Roth
for our beautiful Sukkot Bima decorations.

Men's Club Sukkah & Scotch event in late September

The Bulletin
Editors: Debbie Rubin, Sheryl Hoffman,
Irina Gomelskaya, Liz Bracey
New Members: Debbie Rubin and
Irina Gomelskaya
Advertising: LPi
1-800-888-4574 x3380

Beth El Office Email Contacts
Vanessa Ward, Assistant to Rabbi Roston
vward@bethelnj.org
Rosemary Cerracchio, Office Manager
rosemary@bethelnj.org
Liz Bracey, Communications Assistant
Ebracey@bethelnj.org

Beth El's Chaverim Connections (Gr. 3-5) Geo-caching
in the South Mountain Reservation in October

General Inquiries
info@bethelnj.org
giftshop@bethelnj.org
southorangeusy@gmail.com
southorangekadima@gmail.com
Please do not make telephone calls or send
emails on Shabbat (sundown Friday to
sundown Saturday) or on Jewish holidays
to Beth El officers, staff, committee chairs,
congregants, preschool or religious school staff.
Remember to notify the office at
973-763-0111 or info@bethelnj.org
if you change your home or work phone.

Adult Yoga sponsored by the Thelma K. Reisman Preschool
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Cooperman
family
Building

Plafsky
family
Campus

Skilled Nursing X Alzheimer’s Special Care Unit
Short-Term & Long-Term Rehabilitation Unit
Hospice & Palliative Care XRespite Stays
Senior Housing with Assistance
1155 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange, NJ 07052
Call for a Tour Today: 973-400-3307

www.doigc.org

INTERIOR DESIGN
Gail Roth • 201-407-9891
Ellen Tamaroff • 973-713-8866
gail@sensationalsettings.net
ellen@sensationalsettings.net

We take care back to its origin…home!

CORNERSTONE
CAREGIVERS
Providing hourly and live-in home care
Compassionate and affordable care in the comfort of your home
All caregivers are carefully screened, licensed, insured and bonded.

PLEASE SUPPORT
THESE ADVERTISERS,
THEY MAKE OUR
NEWSLETTER
POSSIBLE
CALL
© LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS INC.
AT

1-800-888-4574 ext 3406

908.497.7009 888.820.9115 • www.cornerstonecaregivers.com
FOR AD INFO CALL 1-800-732-8070

© LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS INC.
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THE SOURCE OF COMFORT AND SUPPORT FOR
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY SINCE 1880
THE LEADERS IN ADVANCE FUNERAL PLANNING

Bernheim Apter Kreitzman
SUBURBAN FUNERAL CHAPEL
68 Old Short Hills Road, Livingston, NJ
(973) 422-0600 • (800) 938-6372
Louis J. Urban, Manager NJ Lic. No. 3537
Funeral Directors:
Alan L. Kreitzman NJ Lic. No. 2522 • Louis J. Urban, NJ Lic. No. 3537

W

I L B E R ’S

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
973-762-6333
www.WilbersPainting.com

Fully Insured

FOR AD INFO CALL 1-800-732-8070
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J.L. Apter
Memorial Chapels

This space available
for your ad

Services Available from $4395*

For advertising information call at:
800-888-4574 ext. 3406

TO $500 DONATION BACK TO YOUR
SYNAGOGUE FROM EACH FUNERAL
RESTRICTIONS APPLY
PRE-PLANNING AND THE NEED PLANNING AVAILABLE IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

Ross Shalom Chapels

J.L. Apter Memorial Chapels
A Non-Profit Jewish Funeral Home
Independently Owned and Operated

A Lifetime Commitment to Honest, Caring Service In
Our Shared Tradition. At Three Elegant Locations:
345 Main St., Chatham, NJ • 415 Morris Ave., Springfield, NJ • 49 Whippany Rd., Whippany, NJ

2122 Milburn Avenue • Maplewood, NJ
TOLL FREE 877.278.3765
973.761.1212
APTERCHAPELS.COM

Toll Free 855-606-3600 $ Phone: 973-665-1800
www.rosschapels.com
Mark Samuel Ross, Esq., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. JP03716
Robin L. Ross, Licensed Funeral Director, N.J. Lic. No. JP04283
5058

*Graveside/SOP package includes professional charges, preparation, and local transportation. Does not include casket, vault,
shroud and cash disbursements such as cemetery fees, deathcerti! cates, gratuities. Request our general price list.
Call for details.
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GLENN SHALIT
Consultant




 
  

The In-Home
Party Specialist

908-451-7332
FOR AD INFO CALL 1-800-732-8070
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Joy yagid photography

  
   

bar & Bat mitzvahs
celebrations
Classes

                





 

www.joyyagid.com



201.657.6631

  

joy.yagid@gmail.com

1-800-888-4574 ext 3406
FOR AD INFO CALL 1-800-732-8070
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