November/December 2012
Kislev/Tevet 5773

RED STATES, BLUE STATES – AND THE JEWISH STATE
Come hear Gil Hoffman present an insider’s view on the U.S. election’s
impact on Israel

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 9:15am
Gil Hoffman is well connected to Israeli and Palestinian leaders, having interviewed every
major figure across the Israeli political spectrum. He is also a regular analyst on CNN, AlJazeera and other news outlets. Hoffman’s writing and TV appearances provide a behind the
scenes look at the intrigue and humor in the Israeli political arena. He was raised in Chicago
and currently lives in Jerusalem with his wife, daughter and son.
Event is free and open to the public; invite your friends. Please join us for breakfast
and a fascinating discussion with Q&A.
Gil Hoffman at Beth El is funded by the Jewish National Fund, with a generous donation from Erika Gold’s
mother, Teresa Livingstone, in memory of Ernest F. Livingstone.

Saturday night, December 15

Beth El Rocks!
It’s not Hebraic…it’s not Aramaic…It’s good ol’ Rock and Roll!
Lots of dancing…lots of fun…lots of good food…lots of surprises. It will be the real thing! Special
“appearances” by Aretha Franklin, Wilson Pickett, Little Richard, the Rolling Stones, Dion and the
Belmonts, the Four Seasons, James Brown, the Temptations, AC/DC – and many more. Dance the
Lindy, the Philly, the Funky Chicken, the Mashed Potato, Twist, the Monkey, the Fly, the Swim, the
Locomotion and the Stroll!
Watch your emails for more details on this upcoming social and fundraising event!

MORE GREAT INFORMATION INSIDE!
Why I Try to Make a Difference!—Congregants share what Tikkun Olam means to them, page 11
Meet our upcoming B’nai Mitzvah for November and December, page13
Join our Friday Night Adult Shabbat Dinner in November, page 6
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Morning Minyan
Monday through Friday 7:45am
Sundays/legal holidays 8:15am

********

Shabbat Morning
Children’s Schedule
Mini-Minyan

Shabbat Evening Service

11:00am (up to age 6)

Every Friday at 6:15pm
Note: Shabbat in the 'Hood
starts at 7:30pm

Shabbat B’Yachad

*******

Shabbat Morning
Torah Talk, 9:00am
Services begin at 9:30am

11:00am (grades 2-6)

Updates
Friday, November 2 and 9, 6:15pm – Friday Night Unplugged
Friday, November 16, 6:15pm – Friday Night Live! and Dinner
Saturday, November 17, 5:00pm – Young Family Havdallah
Friday, November 23, 7:30pm – Shabbat in the ‘Hood
Friday, November 30, 6:15pm – Friday Night Unplugged
Friday, December 7, 6:15pm – Friday Night Unplugged
Friday, December 14, and 28, 7:30pm – Shabbat in the ‘Hood
Friday, December 21, 6:15pm – Friday Night Unplugged

FROM OUR RABBI
Synagogue Etiquette 101
Have you heard the old joke about coming to synagogue….Schwartz comes to talk
to God, Cohen comes to talk to Schwartz?!
Here’s another one: we have 40 kids invited to attend services at Beth El on a Saturday morning and we ask them to sit still from 9:30 or 10:00am
until noon. Where’s the punch line? Probably out in the hall with
all the kids!
Here are a few of the questions I am frequently wrestling with
regarding services and “shpielkes”:
How do we create services that are engaging for all attendees?
How do we promote a peaceful and welcoming atmosphere in
services?
How do we insure that our guests treat our services and our
building with sanctity and respect?
We at Beth El work very hard to make sure that our services
are a reflection and celebration of our entire community and not
solely of the bar or bat mitzvah family. I do not believe that we
should have special abbreviated services for b’nai mitzvah. This
is what has been the solution in many synagogues. So, what
can we do?
First, we must look at our own behavior. If I am a teenage or
adult guest at Beth El, I might not be sure about what is expected of me from watching the people “in the know” or the regulars. As the rabbi, I find myself speaking to people running
parts of services or greeting people who I haven’t seen in a
while. I am trying to change my behavior so that any discussions about services happen in the back and not in the front. I’m
just trying to be more focused on the service and my own davening to set a good example.
There are many folks who talk a lot during services. We talk
about what tune the person just chose, the mistake that was just
made and even our own questions and thoughts about the
Torah portion. There are probably also some people talking
about their families, politics and maybe even gossip. We cannot
ask any guest to be quiet and attentive if we ourselves are not
careful to limit our speech and interruptions in the service.
Please join me in being more mindful about maintaining a
sanctified, peaceful tone in the sanctuary.
If you were not aware, I run a series of four B’nai Mitzvah
Family Workshops for families to learn about the meaning of
becoming bar or bat mitzvah, to share ideas to make mitzvahs a
theme of your celebration and learn about the service and your
roles. I am adding more information and discussion about etiquette each year to partner with parents in teaching our kids
and reminding ourselves that we want a supportive, focused
congregation of family and friends celebrating Shabbat, Torah
and B’nai Mitzvah together.
Here are some guidelines and ideas for all of us and our extended families:
1. Be thoughtful about when you plan to arrive at synagogue. If you are interested in meditative prayer and singing,

you really should arrive at 9:30am for the morning service that is
very traditional and filled with singing. If you have a question
about the meaning of a prayer, or a thought about the prayer
you want to share with your neighbor, it is appropriate to share it
quietly and briefly.
2. Take breaks rather than push yourself to the point of
overload. If you arrive for the beginning of services, take a break
after the Amidah, during the Torah procession, and get a drink
of water, a breath of fresh air or make a quick trip to the bathroom. If you come in during the Torah service, maybe you take
a break during the Torah recessional.
3. You should not be walking in or out of the sanctuary
when someone is on the bimah speaking. You can step into the
sanctuary to listen, and stand in the back without talking. When
the speaker is finished, you can return to your seat.
4. We provide a lot of material to read so that during the
Torah service you can follow along in the Chumash or read
some commentaries, or the essays in the back of the book. If
you have a question about the meaning of something, it’s ok to
discuss quietly and briefly with your neighbor.
5. There are places in the service when it is traditional not
to talk, such as from the Barechu through the Shema. There are
places where you are not supposed to walk or talk, such as the
Kedusha of the Amidah (Shaharit and Musaf).
6. If your kids are going to bring guests at a service, discuss with them when they are arriving and how their friend will
participate in services. Encourage your kids not to leave the
sanctuary while their friends are on the bimah.
7. Discuss with your friends and families when you think it
is appropriate to talk during services and what are appropriate
topics. Feel free to send me an email with your thoughts or any
enlightening feedback from your kids!
In closing, I want to say one last thing. The community is
ours. We must take responsibility for our own behavior, our children’s and that of our community. If you see guests in the lobby,
halls, aisles or bathroom who look lost and need assistance,
please ask them how you can help. If you see guests in the
lobby, halls, aisle or bathroom who are engaged in inappropriate
or destructive behavior, please don’t hesitate to say something
to them such as: “Excuse me, that is not appropriate behavior.
Please stop and return to the service (or the party).” If you are
uncomfortable engaging people, please look for an officer,
usher, or maintenance person to assist you.
Each community deals with these challenges in different
ways. I hope we can continue to maintain our warm, welcoming
atmosphere as well as set a standard for behavior in the sanctuary and in the synagogue!
With Blessings,
Rabbi Fran cin e Ro sto n
Please visit www.bethelnj.org to read a selection of Rabbi Roston’s
sermons, divrei Torah and special prayers. If you know of a Beth El
member who is ill, hospitalized, or homebound, please call Rabbi
Roston to let her know. Beth El members are our source of information.
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FROM OUR SYNAGOGUE PRESIDENT
I hope that all of you share my
sentiments about how uplifting and
renewing our High Holy Day services
were and that they remain a source of
warmth for all of us as the weather gets colder.
Our visiting cantor, Galeet Darsdashti filled the sanctuary with beautiful tunes, both traditional and new to
Beth El. Her soaring voice set the mood for the deep
reflection that is the essence of our Holy Days. I also
cannot say enough about the contributions of the many
participants in our services—from those who spoke,
davened and read Torah and Haftorah to our shofar
blowers, Gabbaim, ushers, and organizers! Beth El is
blessed with so many talented and committed congregants who worked especially hard to learn what they
shared with us, and we thank them.
I have intentionally left Rabbi Roston for last to emphasize that she stands first and alone in the thanks
she deserves from us. It is she who sets the tone for
the spirit of the Holy Days. Our Rabbi and Cantor Dardashti melded their voices in magical ways; their vibrancy was contagious.
Rabbi also inspired us with her wise words and
moving sermons on how this year can be better for all
of us. The contributions of all participants in our services and programs over the holidays were more impactful because of the spiritual leadership at the top.
We are truly blessed to have so tireless and special a
Rabbi as ours.
The success of our High Holy Days now sets the
pace for what will be a busy year ahead. Already under
way is the largest group of b’nai mitzvot we have had
in a long time. There will be 19 celebrated by the end of

June. And, this may be just the beginning, if enrollments in our Jewish Learning Center are any measure.
We have 139 kids—21 in the kindergarten alone! That
is the largest such class we have ever had, even when
we were a combined school. And, Beth El continues to
add new families to our numbers.
We will be sending out a survey soon to better understand the types of synagogue activities each of you
might be interested in participating in. The volunteer response to the High Holy Days makes me very optimistic that you will also want to be active in our
activities throughout the year! The list connecting our
members’ expertise and interests to our programming
plans and needs is new for Beth El, but will be a very
worthwhile tool. Please complete this as soon as it
comes and please say “yes” when we ask for your
help.
Our Annual Partnership Campaign will soon get
under way. This year, we will try something a little different to be more responsive to congregants, as we ask
for their support. Our board of trustees will be assigned
small groups of members to ask for contributions to this
campaign, and they also will be your “ombudspersons”
who will relay any concerns or suggestions you have
back to Beth El leadership.
So when our board members call you, please give
your support to Beth El – and your two cents! We certainly can use both!

B’Shalom,

Bill Gold
president@bethelnj.org

Torah Talk
Every Shabbat Morning 8:45 - 9:30am
A stimulating and meaningful way to start your Shabbat morning. Great discussions on the weekly Torah
portion, led by many of Beth El's great teachers including Rabbi Roston, Howard Cooper, Dr. Alan Cooper,
Morah Sherri Morris and more! Note the time change – so we have more time to learn and discuss! Join us!
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EDUCATION
Sherri Morris, Director of Congregational Learning, 973-763-0119, smorris@bethelnj.org
I am excited to tell you about a new
group at Beth El called Chaverim
(Friends) Connections. This group is for
families with children in Grades 3 to 5.
Beth El has always had a vibrant Young
Family program for families with children
ages 2 to 8 but there are no targeted programs for these
families after they “age out” of that cohort. There are over
60 families with 80 children who “fit” into this age demographic within Beth El.
Chaverim Connections has been formed to promote
deeper connections and build relationships between our
families as well as with the synagogue. Beth El families
become involved in our Jewish Learning Center or Golda
Och Academy and often get defined by their school affiliation. We wish to continue relationships that were forged in
our preschool and within the Young Family communities.
This age cohort also includes many new families who join
Beth El, since children often enter religious school in
Grade 3. We want to develop connections with these new
members and integrate them into our community. By developing programming for this demographic, we will keep
the children connected to each other and to Beth El during these formative years. Ultimately, we would like these
relationships to continue beyond this group, as the children join our Youth programs such as Kadima, which begins in Grade 6.
While Chaverim Connections events will promote social relationships, we are also adding a Jewish value
component. The overarching Jewish value that we will explore this year is V’ahavtah L’Reiecha Kamocha- Love
your Neighbor as Yourself. We feel that children at this
age are ready to begin to care for others. In order to “love
your neighbor,” you need to know yourself and be able to
distinguish between needs and wants. You also need to
develop the ability to place yourself in someone else’s position and be able to articulate what you would need in

that situation. Through the various events we will present
opportunities for the families to grapple with these concepts.
The first event, Geo-caching, was held on October 14
at the South Mountain Reservation. Marcy Felsenfeld and
Marc Roston go geo-caching with their sons and designed our “hunt.” Family teams worked together to discover the caches. Discussions about the objects that we
found took place while sipping apple cider and munching
on doughnuts!
Our second event to be held on March 3 will take
place at Beth El, where we will provide for our “neighbors”
who are hungry. All participants will bring food items that
we will use to make lunches for the Bridges program, an
important organization that provides lunches for the
homeless. After this social action project, we will have dinner. The children will then watch a movie that deals with
the concept of taking care of others. A discussion will follow that focuses on how to respectfully help others. We
will also talk about the feelings that arise in our kids when
they witness social and financial differences between
themselves and their neighbors. Parents will meet separately during the movie where we will begin to plan the
third event, set to take place in May, following the same
theme of the previous two events. We are confident that
parents will rise to take ownership of this group so that it
may continue to grow and prosper just like our Young
Family cohort!
I am happy to tell you that we applied for and received
a $600 grant from the Partnership for Jewish Learning & Life for Chaverim Connections. The Partnership’s initiative entitled “Exploring Education Experiences”
(E3) allows us to continue our quest to provide the Beth
El community with meaningful explorations of Judaism. I
look forward to telling you more about this new group in
the months ahead!
B’vracha,
Morah Sherri

Chaverim Connections
New Programming for Families with Children in Grades 3 to 5
Contact Sherri Morris at smorris@bethelnj.org for more info on activities and to join up!

L to R- Gabriella Schloff (Gr. 3), Gabrielle Nagel (Gr. 4) and Maya Kessler
(Gr. 5) found their cache during our Chaverim Connections Geocaching
program on October 14. More than 30 people searched for our hidden
caches in the South Mountain Reservation while getting to know one another. Everyone had a great time – even those who got a little lost!

Page 4

EDUCATION
Sandy Sachs, Director, Thelma K. Reisman Preschool, 973-763-0113, sandysachs@bethelnj.org
School is in full swing, now that we
have finally had a few uninterrupted
weeks. Thanks to the wonderful staff
and trusting parents, the children
have made their adjustments to their
new surroundings and routines. This year was challenging, given that the Chagim fell so early and interrupted the first weeks of school. As always, our
teachers managed to teach the children about the
holidays and have them bring home special items to
enjoy.
Last year, I highlighted some of our teaching staff
and I want to do the same this year. I would like to introduce Renee Kingsberg to you. She is beginning
her ninth year as a pre-K teacher. Her class is called
the Fantastic Fours to differentiate them from the
Fabulous Fours. Renee is the mother of three accomplished children: Miriam, a PhD who teaches at the
University of Colorado, Boulder; Jessica, a medical
resident in orthopedics who lives in Michigan; and
Harold, an aeronautical engineer who works in finance in New York. Renee has seen much of the
country visiting them. She also spent several years
living in Japan when her children were younger and
speaks highly of the experience. Renee lives in Short
Hills with her husband, Arnold, and enjoys cooking,
baking and making her own challah every week. She
often shares Shabbat and holidays with friends and
family.
Renee prepares her class for Kindergarten by assessing each child’s individual needs. She exposes
them to many opportunities to refine their large and
small motor skills. She incorporates literacy into the
children’s classroom experience. The children learn to
recognize and read letters, numbers and words
through a variety of experiences. She encourages

their independence in many ways. The children have
jobs that foster thinking and how to run the classroom. By the end of the school year, the children are
ready for Kindergarten.
Sherri Morris and I continue to create a bridge between the Preschool and the Jewish Learning Center
so the children and their families will be comfortable
and familiar with the next step in their Jewish journey.
Sherri visits the classes and participates in some of
our special programs to ensure continuity between
the Preschool and JLC. Having a Gan (Kindergarten)
teacher that children and their parents know has been
an excellent way to accomplish this goal. This year,
Renee agreed to teach the Gan, stepping in to take
Mary Beth Goff’s place. Renee has created her own
program that challenges the children and has them
eager to learn more. I have heard that both children
and parents are beyond delighted to have another opportunity to be with Renee!
We have the KidStuff Coupon books for sale. The
book contains many valuable coupons to use in a variety of locations, and makes a great gift. If you purchase or sell 5 books, you will receive a free one. The
book sells for $25 and the Preschool earns half from
the sale of each one! Please see me or contact me if
you would like a book.
We have also begun an Adult-Child class that
meets on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00am
for children from the age of 14 to 24 months.
As always, please feel free to contact me with any
questions about our programs.
B’Shalom
Sandy

The Thelma K. Reisman Preschool PlaySpace is open again!
November 18 • December 2 • January 6, 20 • February 3 • March 3
Drop in from 12:15 - 3:00 pm
Our indoor facility offers opportunities for climbing, sliding, running and riding. Parents may take advantage of free
WiFi in the Beth El Café. Light snacks, juice and gourmet coffee are available for purchase.
$5 per child/max $15 per family; For children in Kindergarten and younger; All Children MUST be accompanied by an
adult. Questions? Contact Sandy Sachs 973-763-0113 • sandysachs@bethelnj.org
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Meet Brian Kalver, Our New Cantorial Intern
Brian will lead services with Rabbi Roston the first Shabbat of each month, starting November 3.
Brian Kalver is in his second year in the cantorial program at the Academy for Jewish Religion
in Yonkers, N.Y. Last year, he was the cantorial soloist at Barnert Temple in Franklin Lakes,
N.J., and this year he was the High Holiday Hazzan at the Roosevelt Island (N.Y.) Jewish Congregation.
Brian lives in Morristown with his wife of 21 years, Susan Och, daughter of Beth El congregants Michael Och and Golda Och (z"l). Brian and Susan have three children – ages 10, 14
and 17. They are members of Adath Shalom in Morris Plains. In his prior life, Brian was an
attorney specializing in corporate and health care law for 20 years. He feels incredibly lucky
to be able to devote his voice to singing in the synagogue instead of arguing on the telephone, and he is truly honored to be singing with Congregation Beth El.

Shabbat in the 'Hood

Take Time for Yourself…
Call the Beth El
Babysitter’s Club!

Friday nights at 7:30pm – November 23 and
December 14, 28
Based on the success of our summertime Friday night
services in congregants' homes and last year's Shabbat
in the 'Hood we are continuing this wonderful experience.
This friendly, intimate service replaces the service at
Beth El for just that night. Save these dates for future
services in congregant homes, led by congregants.
Hosting November 23 are Angela and Adam Wolff,
110 Second Street, South Orange.
Watch emails for 2013 dates! Please join us!

The Beth El Babysitter's Club
wants to link those in need of parttime babysitting to our responsible teens and young
adults who are available to sit. Our list will indicate
sitters’ name, age, school and grade, day and time
availability, if they drive and are First Aid certified and
contact info. Families who need a sitter from our updated list and teens, who’d like to be added, please
contact marcy.felsenfeld@gmail.com.

Adult Shabbat Dinners Are Back!
Friday, November 2, following services
Take a break from cooking and enjoy a family-style Shabbat dinner with wine and lively
conversation in a congenial group. All adults are welcome, including adult children.
Cost: still $18.00 per person. RSVP and to join our email list, contact Alice Solomon,
alisolomon373@gmail.com or 973-763-8077. Save these dates for future Adult Dinners:
March 1, April 12

ADULT EDUCATION
Sunday, November 18, 7:00pm

Sundays@7

The Assisi Underground – Film and Discussion
Based on a true story, The Assisi Underground depicts the perils and ultimate triumph of the Catholic church
in Assisi, Italy and townspeople to save Jews from the SS during World War II. Local clergy risked their lives
to hide hundreds in monasteries, friaries and convents throughout Umbria. About 75% of all Italy’s Jews
were saved. One cleric was later named a Righteous Gentile. Film stars Ben Cross, James Mason and
Maximilian Schell. Discussion to follow.
The exhibit "Memoria: Assisi and the Jews, 1943-1944" is currently on display at the Jewish Museum of
NJ in Newark through December 16. For more information, www.jewishmuseumnj.org. We encourage you
to come to Beth El for the movie and then spend some time at the museum.
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SISTERHOOD
…for women of all ages, for women at all stages
Once again Sisterhood provided bagels and coffee for the JLC and Preschool parents on the first days on school.
The parents provided the schmooze.
Sisterhood's delicious sponge cake and orange juice were also very well-received to break the fast at the end of
Yom Kippur services.
Sisterhood women also decorated the Bimah for Sukkot. Norma Aronson did
the purchasing, and Ellen Hark (top) and Ellen Weisbord did their artistic magic
so that all the fruits, vegetables, flowers and branches were transformed into a
beautiful, bountiful arrangement for all to enjoy. Todah Rabah, Ellen and Ellen!
Sisterhood’s opening membership event was held on Sunday, October 21.
Congregant Karen Gevirtz entertained and enlightened us as she spoke about
how Jewish women are depicted by the American Jewish men who write and direct comedy.

Sisterhood member Karen Gevirtz (far left)
shares insights on how men depict Jewish
women in the media, at group’s opening
event on October 21. We had a great attendance of about 50 women. If you’re not a
member, come join us!

Please Be Part of Beth El Sisterhood’s 2012-2013 Torah Fund Campaign
Awake – Greet the New Dawn!
We need everyone to participate to ensure the future supply of Conservative/Masorti rabbis, cantors, educators and other professionals. This year’s campaign theme, Awake –
Greet the New Dawn, is a call to action that Jewish women have been answering since
Deborah the Judge was roused from her seat under a palm tree to lead her people’s troops into battle.

Donors of at least $180 receive our beautiful Torah Fund pin!
Thanks to all for your continued support of this important campaign!
Francine Levine
Abby Nagel
973-564-9710
973-713-7442 or abbynagel@aol.com
Torah Fund Co-chairs

Latkes Are Coming December 8....
So Hamentaschen Are Right Behind!
MAKE SURE YOU’RE READY FOR PURIM MISHLOACH MANOT ORDERS
Sisterhood is preparing for Mishloach Manot in mid-February 2013.
You will only receive order information in January via email unless you contact
Joan Bucholtz, JoanBucholtz@aol.com or 973-761-1275, by Friday, December 7
to specifically request the order form in a hard copy that will be mailed to you.
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SISTERHOOD
…for women of all ages, for women at all stages
Look what’s coming up!
November 11 - 20, Winter Clothing Drive
Clean out your closets. Bring your old, but CLEAN and serviceable winter sweaters, pants, coats, scarves, hats
and mittens to the lobby at Beth El. Collection boxes will be available all during the drive. We will collect adults'
and children's clothing, but larger adult sizes are especially needed. All of the clothing will be brought to the Interfaith Food Pantry and distributed before Thanksgiving. To volunteer to sort the clothing or to transport it on
Wednesday, November 21 to the Food Pantry, please contact Norma Aronson, glpboardwalk@aol.com or 973325-3342.
November 11 - 18, Virtual Kitchen Shower
Our new Beth El kitchen is in dire need of new utensils and equipment. Look for an invitation to a Virtual Shower
with suggestions of what you might buy or sponsor. Be as generous as you can. Our delicious Shabbat and holiday kiddushim depend on a fully-equipped kitchen.
December 2 - 18, Holiday Gift Drive
In conjunction with the pre-school, Sisterhood will be collecting new and gently-used toys, puzzles, games, children's and adults' books, toiletries, house wares (no electronics or appliances, please), and small household
tchotchkes. These items will be donated to the “Boutique” at the Interfaith Food Pantry of the Oranges. Clean
out your cupboards and your toy chests for things that others can give as Christmas gifts.
Saturday, January 26, 2013, Sisterhood Shabbat
Women will conduct the entire service and we will all enjoy a delicious kiddush luncheon afterward. Let Norma
Aronson know what part you would like to play that weekend.
Norma Aronson
Board member and Immediate Past President
glpboardwalk@aol.com

Sisterhood Judaica Gift Shop
Shop Early For Chanukah!

First candle is Saturday night, December 8

Come see our selection of Chanukiot! Open most Sunday mornings!
See our selection of: Shofarot • Apples & Honey plates • Candles Baby presents • B’nai Mitzvah presents
• Holiday decorations and gifts Jewelry • “Just because” gifts • Great Kipot and Tallitot collection
Contact Lauren Morris for a personal shopping appt. at giftshop@bethelnj.org or 973-763-5343
or Norma Aronson, glpboardwalk@aol.com or 973-325-3342, to visit the gift shop or to volunteer
to help with sales or display.

Search “Beth El Sisterhood Gift Shop”

Page 8

Interfaith Food Pantry of the Oranges

Thanksgiving Turkey Drive!
We will be collecting turkeys to distribute at the Interfaith Food Pantry of the
Oranges for Thanksgiving. We are asking your family to donate your free or
purchased frozen turkey. The ideal size is medium sized or about 14 to 18 lbs.
We can also accept cash donations, which will be used to purchase turkeys.
Turkeys will be handed out on Wednesday Nov 21 at the Food Pantry.
All turkeys need to be dropped off before Tuesday, November 20 at Congregation Beth El or at 49 Seminole
Way, Short Hills. Please contact Diane Stein at 973-715-7718 or dianehstein@aol.com with questions.
Our major Thanksgiving food pantry Coat Drive is on November 21. Our Holiday Food Pantry boutique will be
on December 19. Sisterhood will be collecting coats for Food Pantry patrons. If you have any items to donate
to the holiday boutique, such as clothes, books or household items, there will be collection bins after Thanksgiving at Beth El.

You Can Now Send Your Own Tree of Life Tribute Cards
Buy in 10-Packs – Save Money, Honor More Family and Friends, and
Support Beth El!
Take home a 10-pack (or buy multiples) of our new Tree of Life tribute cards for
all occasions and send your personal message to special friends and family. Stop
into the office to buy them or contact the office at 973-763-0111. The 10-pack can
be purchased for a discounted price of $72. These donations will not be noted in
the bulletin.
You can still have the office inscribe and mail these beautiful cards, and designate contributions to our funds that
are listed in the bulletin, by clicking on the website link or calling the office.

Morning Minyan Matters
Please help the Morning Minyan support the community and our fellow congregants saying Kaddish by attending this short service one morning a week. It’s a great way to start your day!
Morning Minyan donates thousands of dollars each year to worthy charities in NJ, the US and in
Israel, including those of our b’nai mitzvah students for their mitzvah projects. Please support these
efforts!
Monday through Friday, we start at 7:45am; on Sundays and secular holidays at 8:15am; on
Jewish holidays and Rosh Hodesh at 7:30am.

Indoor Basketball with Beth El Men's Club
Wednesday and Sunday evenings, 7:45 - 10:00pm
Competitive and enjoyable pickup game; not part of a league. Guests are welcome for up to two free games to try
us out. Reasonable annual fee is charged per player if you become a regular. We play at the Golda Och Academy
Upper School, 1418 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange.
Watch your emails for updates on special Men’s Club events! Contact Marty Hoffman for more details,
973-699-3872 or hoffman49@optonline.net
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES
South Orange USY
For more information and to join in on the fun next year, contact USY Advisor Linda Ripps at
sousy@gmail.com or Kadima Advisor Yehuda Webster, southorangekadima@gmail.com!

Join us for these upcoming events:
Tuesday, November 6, 7:00-8:30pm – Lounge Night and Open Board Meeting at Beth El
Friday-Sunday, November 16-18 – Hagalil Fall Kinnus in Clark (Regional event)
Wednesday, November 21, 7:00-10:30pm – Ice Skating at Mennen Arena, Morristown
Tuesday, December 11, 7:00-10:00pm – Chanukah Party at Oheb Shalom
Saturday, December 15 – Hagalil Regional Membership Dance (Regional event)
Thursday, December 20 - Thursday, December 27 -- USY International Convention, Boston
(more details will be emailed to members)
To get on our email list and to join our great chapter, contact USY Advisor Linda Ripps at sousy@gmail.com

BE PART OF WHAT’S GOING ON NEXT YEAR AT SOUTH ORANGE KADIMA!
South Orange Kadima invites all 6th-8th graders to hang out with us! Meetings are held once a month.
Members can also participate in great Northern New Jersey Region events.
Edible Olympics at Beth El – Sunday, November 18
Ice Skating at Mennen Arena – Wednesday, November 21 (with USY)
Kadima Regional Shabbaton in East Windsor – Friday & Saturday, November 30-December 1
Regional 8th Grade Lock-in in East Windsor – Saturday & Sunday, December 1-2
Chapter Shabbaton (tentative) – Friday & Saturday, December 14-15
Kadima Regional Roller-Rama in Edison – Sunday, January 6
Details for upcoming meetings and events will appear in the weekly e-blasts. Contact advisor Yehuda Webster,
southorangekadima@gmail.com, for more information and to join up!

The September 9 Graffiti Party was such
a success! Kadima-niks had a blast
using markers and paint, tee shirts,
posters, and lots of black lights so
everything GLOWed, while enjoying
music, snacks, friends and fun.
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TIKKUN OLAM/SOCIAL ACTION
Rich Kuperman, Vice President Tikkun Olam, 973-762-2896, mashuggana@yahoo.com

WHY I TRY (to make a difference)
“The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, to have it make some
difference that you have lived and lived well.”
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

In each Bulletin you will see numerous volunteer opportunities in which members can give an hour of their time
or several. Read how your fellow congregants answered the question “Why do you try to make a difference?”
Interfaith Hospitality Network serves the homeless at Prospect Presbyterian Church in Maplewood every 2
or 3 months. Shelter and meals are provided for guests to relax, socialize, do homework and watch TV. Many
of these families are just like us—adults, teens, preschoolers and babies—but simply have no home. Elizabeth
Samet says, ”When Beth El is the sponsor, the kids and I go to the church to serve dinner and help with homework. Our kids play games with other kids. David does the chaperoning, and sleeps over to make sure the
guests have what they need. We volunteer because it is an opportunity to do social action as a family. The
guests are on the verge of getting back on their feet, and just need a little extra help to get by. They are so nice.”
Chair, Claire Asarnow, 973-762-3780, casarnow1@aol.com
Social Action Committee regularly extends a helping hand to members who need a friendly visit, a get-well
card or a drive to services. One congregant volunteer says, “I love to visit members who are in the hospital or
stuck at home. They perk up when I come in to talk for a short while. I know that I am filling a void when someone is just watching TV, and they smile when I enter the room. It’s not difficult to talk with them because most
of the time they tell me what they’re interested in, and I just follow their conversation. Some of them are very
lonely. Some are just frustrated because they can’t get around until they’re better.”
Chair, Dan Segal, 973-761-8826, daniel_segal@yahoo.com
Interfaith Food Pantry provides bags of groceries and vegetables (from the Beth El Garden, when in season)
to 80 needy guests in Orange once monthly on Wednesdays. Susan Schachter says, “I helped to assemble
bags with specific items to make sure we provided nutritious foods. Everyone was very nice. We bonded by
helping others who are going through difficult times. It makes you feel good. I felt a worthwhile selfishness. I
would like to have my life filled with that.”
Chair, Diane Stein, 973-376-3136, dianehstein@aol.com
Flower Mitzvah Project volunteer repurpose flowers from the bima on Shabbat and arrange them into bouquets for delivery to the home of someone who is mourning, ill or celebrating a simcha. Nancy Kover says, “I
bring my boys (ages 7 & 9) with me. They love it! They fight to see who gets to knock on the door. They watch
people’s faces as we give them the flowers, and they know they are doing a mitzvah. I know that I am bringing
a surprise and a warm feeling to the member. It makes me feel that I’m part of a warm community.”
Chair, Debbie Rubin, 973-762-1121, debra_rubin@mcgraw-hill.com
Blood Drive is conducted once yearly so that members and neighbors can give the “gift of life.” Last year, we
had 38 people come to donate! The beds and phlebotomists in our front hall were constantly busy. Almost any
adult can organize this, or donate. Dennis Roth says, “Various Blood Banks need the blood due to shortages.
Since I’m healthy, this is one little way in which I can help.”
No chair yet for this year. Contact Rich Kuperman, 973-762-2896, mashuggana@yahoo.com
Community Soup Kitchen is staffed by Beth El every 6 to 8 weeks on Sundays. Depending on the time of
month, 50 to 75 hungry guests come to an East Orange church for a hot meal and friendly faces. For some
guests it is the only large, hot meal they will get all week. Everything is accomplished between 11:00am and
continued from page 12
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TIKKUN OLAM/SOCIAL ACTION continued from page 11
1:00pm. Irene Beyth says, “This is the way we show love as Jews. When people need help, it is our responsibility to do what we can do within our means. Providing a meal is a significant act of kindness. It’s a mitzvah
that makes me feel good.”
Chair, Leah Kuperman, 973-762-2896, ferenkup@gmail.com
Beth El Garden is less than one year old, and already more people have volunteered and worked in it than in
any other project above! Bushels of produce have been distributed to our Kitchen Cabinet, Interfaith Hospitality Network and Community Soup Kitchen—and progress will be made for many more years. Volunteers are
needed to plan, water, harvest and promote. Leah Hammerman says, ”I’ve always had a garden. When I
came to South Orange, I did not want to pay for a community garden space that should be free. The food
goes toward a real purpose, so it became important. You can do something in the garden until you want to
stop. It’s not too big a job. You can spend 20 min and it’s going to affect a tremendous amount of people. I can
always get a drink of water, but the plants can’t. Every plant grew a vegetable this year. Whatever I picked on
a day went to a needy person by the end of that day. Yeah, the cucumbers were prickly; but the scratches
were worth it!”
Contact, Sherri Morris, 973-763-0111, smorris@bethelnj.org
Chevra Kadisha volunteers honor the dead and comfort mourners. They can sit and read sacred texts from
death until burial, cleanse and dress the body for burial, or help a bereaving family. One hour or one day can
help a grieving Beth El family in a special way. Harvey Bucholtz says, “I remember the security and comfort
that we felt when my mother-in-law's community in Tampa, Florida performed the traditional burial preparation
for her. When my parents died, it was a different feeling to hire the funeral home to do preparation, as our
community was not organized. Now Beth El has its own Chevra Kadisha, and my participation with it continues the community's traditional care of its members.”
Chair, David Beyth, 973-327-4959, iowa1977@aol.com
Kitchen Cabinet convenes regularly in the Beth El kitchen to prepare foods for the Shabbat Kiddush and
other special occasions. Kosher foods are purchased and prepared, and vegetables are harvested from the
Beth El Garden for salads. Joani Ascher says, “It’s a great way to get to know your fellow congregants on a
personal level. It’s fun and it’s simple—you just follow recipes. It feeds a lot of people—that’s something I like.
It’s nice to know I had a hand in it.”
Chair, Joy Markel, 973-763-3267, joy@joymarkel.com
You only have to do one of these projects once to feel like these congregants do. Want to take a chance on
making a real difference in someone else’s life? Contact the chairs noted above.
Please read our new Beth El Social Action brochure that you will find in the synagogue. We hope you’ll take it
home and consider how you and/or your family can make a difference in your world, your community, your
synagogue.

Congregation Beth El is now on Linkedin!
Please search for "Congregation Beth El Professional Networking Group" on LinkedIn and join us to share job
opportunities at your company with fellow congregants; participate in career-related discussions; post info on job
fairs, industry-specific events and resources of interest; and build stronger personal relationships and broader
professional networks within our diverse and talented Beth El
community. If you have any questions, please email Irina Gomelskaya at igomelskaya@gmail.com.
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Mazel Tov to Our B’nai Mitzvah
Hi, my name is Julie Levine and I will be
called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah on November 17. My Torah portion is from the
book of Genesis, called Toldot. For my
mitzvah project, I play sports and games
and teach growing readers at an organization called The Network in Newark. This
program keeps kids off unsafe streets and
provides a fun environment. Making the
kids smile and laugh really makes me feel like I am helping out
and makes me happy too! So far, being a part of The Network
has been a great experience and I am looking forward to many
more days of volunteering at this amazing program. Other things
I like to do include dancing, hanging out with my friends and
family, playing softball and making videos and taking pictures. I
go to Millburn Middle School and I will be an Ozeret for the
JLC’s third grade class this coming winter and spring. I would
like to thank my Hebrew tutor Jamie Breitman for teaching me
all that I need to know for my special day. Also, I would like to
thank all my past JLC teachers, Rabbi Roston, Sherri Morris and
Howard Cooper. Lastly, I would like to thank my amazing parents, Tracy and Fred Levine, and my brother, Bryan, for all their
moral support.
Hi, I’m Max Dichter and on December 1,
I will become a bar mitzvah. Here is a little
about me -- I attend Millburn Middle School,
and I’m a dedicated member of the band. I
play the baritone horn, in both the regular
band and the honors wind ensemble. Last
year, I was selected to the North Jersey
Regional Honors Band and hope to be selected for that honor again this year. I would
like to thank my wonderful tutor and Jewish Learning Center Director Sherri Morris for all of her help. I would also like to thank
Rabbi Roston for her help getting me on the right track for my
projects. For my mitzvah project, I am doing research on the
Holocaust and interviewing/listening to Marsha Kreuzman’s
story. I hope that you enjoy it when I tell you about the project. I
would also like to thank all my JLC teachers for making sure I
learned my Hebrew—Morah Mary Beth, Morah Rivka, Morah
Leemor, Moreh Joel, and Rabbi Josh, and to my Zayin teacher
Morah Judy. I would also like to thank my parents, Scott and
Laura Dichter, and all my friends and family for their support and
understanding.
My name is Theo Grayer and I will be
called to the Torah on December 8. My
Torah portion is Vayeshev. I am in seventh
grade at the Golda Och Academy. When I
have free time (which is almost never), I
enjoy reading, playing soccer and hanging
out with my friends. For my Bar Mitzvah
project, I, along with fellow b’nai mitzvah
Zach Colton-Max (October 20) and Josh
Anthony (December 22), will be organizing a Soccer Goal-OThon to raise money for Saint Jude Children’s Research Hospi-

tal in Memphis, Tenn., an organization that finds cures for children with cancer and other life threatening illnesses. I would like
to thank Rabbi Roston and Howard Cooper for all of their help
and the time they spent preparing me for my bar mitzvah. I
would also like to than my parents Sheryl Parker and James
Grayer and even my sister Zoe for their patience and support. I
hope you will all join me to help celebrate my special day.
Hi, I’m Eli Gomberg and I’ll become bar
mitzvah on Sunday, December 16, the
eighth day of Chanukah. I will be reading
from the Torah from Bereshit, where God
creates the world in six days and rests on
the seventh, Adam and Eve eat from the
Tree of Knowledge and are expelled from
the Garden of Eden, and Cain slays Abel
and is punished accordingly, among other
events. I am twinning with a Holocaust survivor and will knit together the miracle of life with the miracle of light in his d'var
Torah. Because my bar mitzvah is on a Sunday, it will be very
musical with Josh Warshawsky (musical director at Beth El) and
Sam Gomberg (Beth El's drummer and my brother) accompanying parts of the service. I’d like to send huge Thank You’s to
Rabbi Roston for working with me on my Torah readings and
service and my Aunt Joy Markel, who is helping me with my
aliyot. I also want to give a big thank you to my parents, Leah
and David Gomberg, and my family for supporting me and helping me with everything!

My name is Joshua Anthony. I am a
seventh-grader at Maplewood Middle School
and in the Zayin class here at the JLC. My
bar mitzvah is on December 22, which corresponds to the 9th of Tevet. This date is special to me because it is my 13th Hebrew
birthday exactly. My Parashat is Vayigash,
which is about Joseph’s brothers coming to
Egypt for food, and Joseph revealing himself
to them after all those years in Egypt. Although I have heard this
story many times, I am enjoying a deeper understanding of it
through my Torah study. I also love to play soccer, Lego-building, hanging with my friends and reading. For my bar mitzvah
project, I am working with my fellow b’nai mitzvah Zachary
Colton-Max (October 20) and Theo Grayer (December 8) to
raise awareness and money related to the issues of child labor
and children’s health. The money we raise will go, in part, to the
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis in memory of
my friend, fellow middle schooler and soccer teammate, Kohl
Angelo, who died this summer of a rare brain cancer. There will
be more details to come on how you can learn more about our
causes and about how you can help. I’d like to thank Mike Morris, Rabbi Roston and Howard Cooper for their help in preparing
me for my bar mitzvah. I look forward to celebrating with my parents, Erica and Gabriel Anthony, my sister Hannah, my family
and friends, and the entire Beth El community. .
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
Andrew Yonteff and Kimberly Rosen
Beth El welcomes Andrew and Kimberly and their three children to our
Congregation. The family lives in South Orange. Kimberly is a physician at Bayer Healthcare and Andrew is an attorney at CNBC. Their
son, Adam Yonteff, age 8, attends South Mountain Elementary School
and twins, Rachel and Jason Yonteff, age 5, attend South Mountain
Annex. The family enjoys many activities together, including bike riding, going to the beach, mini golf, watching movies, and playing
games. They joined Beth El because they were impressed with how
many young families are active members, and they enjoy the atmosphere and the creative spirit they have seen. "We hope to be involved in the JLC and in some of the community programs such as Interfaith Food Pantry," says Kimberly.

Hildy Karp and Roger Foster
Please also say hello to our new members Hildy and Roger and to the entire KarpFoster family of South Orange. Hildy, who is from Rockaway, NJ, is a philanthropic
advisor to a family foundation. Roger, who is from Birmingham, England, UK, is a
professor of philosophy at the City University of New York in Manhattan. He came to
the U.S. in the 1990s. Also part of the family are Holden Karp-Foster, who just
turned nine in October, and is in third grade at the Red Oaks school in Morristown,
as well as our JLC. Eden Karp-Foster is five and is in first grade at both. Lola is
three. The family, who attended the Beth El picnic this summer, wanted to connect
to a community, says Hildy, and liked the synagogue’s egalitarian culture. “It’s very warm and open,” she says. They
look forward to attending more family events this year.

Ronni and Matthew Schwartz
The synagogue also is happy to have with us the Schwartz family of Maplewood. Ronni, who is from Atlanta, is a human resources risk manager for Bank
of America in New York. Matthew, originally from Columbus, Ohio, is a deputy
editor at AOL. Their daughter, Abigail, is five and in kindergarten at Tuscan
school and in our JLC Gan class. She has a baby sister, Allison, who is a oneyear-old. Abby already reports to her parents that the JLC is “awesome,” says
Ronni. The Schwartz’s made a connection to Beth El through their former rabbi
in Wilmington, Del., who knew Rabbi Roston and through Morah Leemor
Elman. They are appreciative of the support they received from the rabbi and
congregation earlier this year after the death of Ronni’s 98-year-old grandmother. “It made an impression,” says Ronni. The Schwartz’s also attended a welcoming Shabbat dinner and would
like to get involved in some social action activities.

A Really Simple Way to Support Beth El
Did you know that you can pay down your dues by purchasing scrip gift cards? Contact Angela Wolff
at argwolff@yahoo.com or 973-324-5477 for more info. Use at local supermarkets including
ShopRite, Pathmark, Eden Gourmet and Maple Kosher. This is an easy way to support Beth El.
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BETH EL FAMILY NEWS
The Beth El family wants to respond to your life cycle milestones, happy and sad, with expressions of mazal tov, refuah shlayma or condolence. Please alert the office of these events at info@bethelnj.org or 973-763-0111. And please
send a synagogue tribute to acknowledge these occasions of fellow congregants. It will really be appreciated!

Happy November Birthdays!
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12
14
15
16
17
18
19
21
22
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Happy December Birthdays!

Linda Alterman, Annelyse Chaleff, Jamie Fastov,
Eva Samo
Jessica Abramson, Suzanne Goldberg
Yolanda Joseph, Adam Licht, Dianne Rosky,
Robert Squires
Sarah Campeas, Jackie Levinson
Herman Lebersfeld
David Ascher, Vered Shapiro
Alexander Nathanson, Rebecca Nathanson,
Rob Orgera, Elizabeth Salman, Lori Sender
Matthew Binder, Nina Borg, Jeffrey Greenfield,
Kasey Levine, Bronya Nakhodkin, Marc Schiffman,
Sharon Seiden
Arnold Mirsky
Harriette Baime, Jan Kaminsky, Sherri Morris,
Amy Paternite, Joel Sperber
Shoshana Gorelick, Isaac Hirsch, Jodi Moskowitz,
Simon Weber
Stephen Goldfarb
Gladys Jacobs, Sophie Leibowitz
Sara Holzer, Harvey Zeller
Annette Crowley, Faina Ginzburg, Dana Lenkowsky,
Ayla Licht, Ann Logan
Jacob Dranoff, Bruce Logan
Rachel Goldberg, Alex Moskowitz, Harvey Reisman,
Barbara Ward
Riley Hack‑Juman
Asher DiMaggio, Marley Dranoff, Michael Levinson,
Karen Newman
Elizabeth Hochberg, Corey Nadell, Rhonda Panken,
Jacob Platt, Steven Volk, Janice Wallach
Jacob Kasdan
Rachel Baum, Laura Wallach
David Beyth, Sarah Wildman
Jonah Bieber, Rosemary Cerrachio,
Joyce Goldstein, Barbara Lander
Aliza Feldman, Alan Fendler, Leslie Satz
Henry Brody-Kaplan, Isabella Brody-Kaplan
Theo Grayer, Max Lebersfeld, Jeffry Siegel

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
13
14
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
25
26
27
28
30
31
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Daniel Green, Alessandra Hirsch
Michael Kishelev, Max Smokler
Dina Stambler
Lori Abrams, Sylvia Sattler
Ellen Cooper, Francine Reibman-Myers,
Robin Straus
Juliana Davidman
Talya Cooper, Mark Jay, Theodore Kaufman,
Rachel Meier, Shana Opdenberg, Melvyn Schaffer
Llyn Bank, Lois De Leon, Donna Ritter,
Michael Rubin
Eli Salman
Susan Adelson, Michael Kasdan, Eve Rybnick
Alexander Winitsky
Reba Auslander, Mara Suskauer
Hope Goldberg, Robert Juman, Ilana Lehrman
Harlan Mellk, Hannah Robinson
Matthew Traub
Marilyn Abramson, Joshua Anthony,
Gabriella Di Maggio, Josh Mann
Joani Ascher, Michael Canter, Leemor Ellman,
Sarah Panzer, Bennett Silver, Zoe Slavin
Blanche Adler
Robyn Brody-Kaplan, Elana Schipper
Laura Dichter, Fred Levine, Joseph Salman,
Sharon Schwarz
Ephraim Schachter
Rebecca Adelson, Jeffrey Canter, Scott Dichter,
Carol Goldsmith, Judith Zeller
Ruth Demel, Abby Gardner, Jeffrey Jacobs
Gabriel Katz, William Weisz
Molly Fair, David Gad-Harf, Evelyn Moscowitz
Nadia Duchantier, Laura Kalick
Hannah Cooper, Alexander Green, Simon Roston,
Barbara Squires

Happy November Anniversaries!

Happy December Anniversaries!
10
22
25
30

1
2
3
5

Josh & Debi Rednik
Tracy & Fred Levine
Laura & Scott Dichter
Scott Bieber & Atara Jacobson, Christine &
Selim Rakib
6 Stacey & Josh Nadell, Alicia and Stephen Zucker
7 Johanna Ginsberg & Mark Brownstein
9 Aileen & David Binder
11 David & Nancy Gad-Harf, Erika & William Gold,
Annette Crowley & Joseph Sommer
17 Leah Gendler & Steven Weber, Ryan &
Amy Paternite
18 Adena & Matthew Traub
19 Lori Sender & Rob Orgera
24 Sheri Weinstein & Adam Friedland
26 Shana & Yaron Opdenberg
28 John Purkert & Sandra Levine Purkert
30 Sheryl & Martin Hoffman, Meryl & Steve Levine

Sharon & James Schwarz
Rivka & Peter Nelson
Gloria & Herbert Glatt, Claire & Aaron Nierenberg
Irina Gomelskaya & Michael Kishelev

Mazel Tov to:

Wishing a complete healing Refuah Shelemah to:
Bill Adelson, Rob Aden, David Campeas, Annelyse Chaleff
Nancy Gad-Harf, Leni Knutsen, Barbara Lander, Steve Levine,
Iris Levitt, Lester Lieberman, Rabbi Jehiel Orenstein, Donna
Ritter, Elana Schipper, Scott Srager (brother of Sherri Morris),
Sherry Woocher

Condolences to:
The family of our former long-time congregant, Evelyn T.
Leynor, on her loss on August 28.
Mitch Greenberg, Irene Langlois and Eve Greenberg and
family on the loss September 9 of Dr. Joseph Greenberg,
Mitch’s father and Eve’s grandfather.
David and Joani Ascher and family on the loss of David’s
mother Adeline Ascher on September 17 in Brooklyn.
Jamie and Michael Breitman and family on the death of
Michael's mother Ethel S. Breitman on September 15.

Kalman Carmel on his bar mitzvah on September 15,
and to his parents, Stephanie and Matt Carmel. Yasher
koach to Kalman and his family on a successful mitzvah
project at Beth El on September 9 that raised more than
$4,000 to fight cystic fibrosis.
Mel and Ann Schaffer and Vera Schapps on the bat
mitzvah of Maddy Schaeffer, their granddaughter and
great-granddaughter, on September 8. Maddy is the
daughter of Robert & Julie Schaffer.
Zach Colton-Max on his bar mitzvah on October 20,
and to his parents, Nomi and Harold Colton-Max and
family.
Ben Orgera on his bar mitzvah on October 27, and to
his parents, Lori Sender and Rob Orgera and family.
Eve Greenberg on her bat mitzvah on November 3, and
to her parents, Mitch Greenberg and Irene Langlois and
family.
Sophie Fox on her bat mitzvah on November10, and to
her parents, Jodi and Stuart Fox, and family.
Julie Levine on her bat mitzvah on November 17, and
to her parents, Traci and Fred Levine, and family
Max Dichter on his bar mitzvah on December 1, and to
his parents, Scott and Laura Fox, and family
Theo Grayer on his bar mitzvah on December 8, and to
his parents, Sheryl Parker and James Grayer, and family
Eli Gomberg on his bar mitzvah on December 16, and
to his parents, Laura and David Gomberg, Aunt and
Uncle Joy and Jeff Markel, and family
Joshua Anthony on his bar mitzvah on December 22,
and to his parents, Erica and Gabe Anthony, and family

Congregant In Memoriam
Evelyn T. Leynor, 95, August 28
Beth El mourns the loss of Evelyn Leynor of Whippany, who also had lived in Maplewood, South Orange and West
Orange. She had been a founding member of the congregation in the late 1940s. Evelyn graduated from St. John's
University in Queens, N.Y. and did graduate work at Seton Hall University. She was a caseworker for the Essex
County Welfare Board and was actively involved in community affairs for most of her life. Evelyn is survived by her
sons, Rabbi Jeffrey Leynor in Dallas and Neal, and her daughter Brenna, as well as 7 grandchildren and 2 greatgrandchildren.
May her memory serve as a blessing
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In and Around Beth El – Fall 2012

Rabbi Roston leads the “Shema FlashMob” of
20+ people on Sloan Street, South Orange on
October 22. The global gatherings were in
honor of Anat Hoffman, in solidarity with the
Women of the Wall in Jerusalem and in support
of religious pluralism in Israel.

Erika Gold helps prepare our “home-cooked” Shabbat Kiddush. To join the Kitchen Cabinet committee, contact Joy
Markel at joy@joymarkel.com

JLC's Zayin class sorting food from Beth El 's Yom
Kippur Project Isaiah which benefits the Interfaith
Food Pantry of the Oranges.
(L to R) Sammy Freedson, Sam Forman, Amy
Brownstein, Sylvia Osner, Sarah Panzer & Max
Dichter.

The proud builders of Beth El’s Sukkah!
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THE CONGREGATION GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES
THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTIONS. THANK YOU FOR CARING.
Jack Steinberg from Barbara Steinberg
Evelyn Mayers from Kenneth Mayers

DOUBLE CHAI FUND
In Memory Of
Adeline Ascher from the Carmel Family
Israel Baime from Harriette and Richard Baime
Nathan Golden from Frann Francis
Gertrude Miller from Sandra Brown
Edward Straus from Robin Straus
Harold Tamaroff from Steve Tamaroff
Arnold Wolf from Joani Ascher
Solomon Zapolsky from Marina Zapolskaya

In Honor Of
The Colton-Max Family for Zachary’s Bar Mitzvah from Fran
and Steven Rod
Sam Convissor for the birth of his grandson from Colton-Max
Family, Francine Levine
Larry Finkel for his birthday from Mike Finesilver
Fran Rod for her retirement from Colton-Max Family
Cantor and Mrs. Eliot Vogel for their daughter Adina’s engagement from Sharon and Steve Seiden

In Honor Of
The Colton-Max Family for Zachary’s Bar Mitzvah from
Jackie & Michael Levinson
CHAI FUND
In Memory Of
Adeline Ascher from the Parker Grayer Family
Anne Blacker from Doris Leibowitz
Molly Block from Thelma Rosenthal
Nate Davis from the Carmel Family
Jean A. Herz from Sylvia Herz
Edith Landau from Linda Solondz
Laura Salbin from Joel Leibowitz
Joel Sondak from Sonya Rubin
George Soroka from Gerry Singer
Kathryn Yaccino from Elliot Fischer
Julius and Ida Grand from Debbie, David and Michael Rubin
Lynn Rothstein and Barbara Rothstein from Stephen Rothstein

TRIBUTE FUND
In Memory Of
Adeline Ascher from the Colton-Max Family, Sam Convissor,
Francine Levine, Sharon and Steve Seiden
Bert Ascher from David and Joani Ascher
Morris Blumfeld from Howard M. August
Lawrence Carmel from Treasure and Rich Cohen, Colton-Max
Family, Claire and Arnie Nierenberg
Anna Debin from Arnold Mirsky
Samuel Granet from Henrietta Granet and Judy Levy
Jacob Hantman from Myrle Marx
Evelyn Leynor from Paula Gash
Hyman Mirsky from Arnold Mirsky
Saul Rosen from Anita and David Beron, Eileen Glasser, Ellen
and William Rabb, Herbert Rosenberg and Barbara Hauser,
Lauren and Harold Iselin, Richard and Judith Hahn Shelling,
Ashley Steinhart, Nancy and Alan Weill, Verna Willes
Gertrude Sanders from Elaine Hirsch
Max Sommer from Joseph Sommer

ANN DEENER FUND FOR
CAMP RAMAH
In Memory Of
Adelina Ascher from Harvey and Joan Bucholtz
Ethel Breitman from Harvey and Joan Bucholtz
Larence Carmel from Harvey and Joan Bucholtz
Harvey Lee Wind from Brenda and Jerry Deener
In Honor Of
Treasure and Rich Cohen from Ann and Bruce Logan
Marc Heimowitz and Miriam Lefkowitz for Sophia’s Bat Mitzvah,
from Harvey and Joan Bucholtz
Claire and Arnie Nierenberg from Harvey and Joan Bucholtz –
Thank you for your holiday hospitality
Ron and Natalie Tambor from Harvey and Joan Bucholtz –
Thank you for your holiday hospitality

BERTA ROSEN NURSERY SCHOOL FUND
In Honor Of
Saul Rosen from Herbert Rosenberg and Barbara Hauser,
Sharon and Jimmy Schwarz

CHEVRA KADISHA FUND
In Memory Of
Saul Rosen from Sharon and Jimmy Schwarz

DOROTHY AMDURER FUND FOR THE HOMELESS
In Memory Of
Mimi Alter from Gail and Dennis Roth
Frances Weisman from Gail and Gail Roth
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DOROTHY AMDURER FUND
FOR THE HOMELESS
In Memory Of
Lillie and Louis Asarnow from Elliot
and Claire Asarnow
Adeline Ascher from Dennis and
Gail Roth
Harold M. Schneider from Elliot and
Claire Asarnow
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In Honor Of
Treasure and Rich Cohen for Jessica
Cohen and Alex Stern’s engagement
from Elliot and Claire Asarnow

Francine Roston, Rabbi
Jehiel Orenstein, Rabbi Emeritus
Theodore Friedman Z”L, Rabbi Emeritus
Brian Kalver, Cantorial Intern
Julius Eidenbaum Z”L, Rabbi Emeritus
of Congregation Beth David
Morris Levinson Z”L, Hazzan Emeritus
Mary Beth Goff, Interim Executive Director
mbgoff@bethelnj.org
Sherri Morris, Director of Congregational Learning
smorris@bethelnj.org
Sandy Sachs, Director,
Thelma K. Reisman Preschool
sandysachs@bethelnj.org
Karen Frank, Congregational Nurse
kfrank@bethelnj.org
William Gold, President
president@bethelnj.org
Marty Hoffman, Men’s Club

JLC FUND
In Memory Of
Ethel Breitman from Dave, Debbie
and Michael Rubin
L’DOR V’DOR FUND
In Memory Of
Lawrence Carmel from Ellen
Tamaroff and Peter Leepson
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE
FUND
In Memory Of
Ernest F. Livingstone from
Teresa Livingstone

The Bulletin
Editors: Debbie Rubin, Sheryl Hoffman,
Irina Gomelskaya
New Members: Debbie Rubin and
Irina Gomelskaya
Advertising: Brian Smith
bsmith@4LPi.com, 973-296-0972

Beth El Office Email Contacts
Rosemary Cerracchio, Assistant to Rabbi Roston
rosemary@bethelnj.org
Marc Levy, Administrative Assistant
mlevy@bethelnj.org
General Inquiries
info@bethelnj.org
giftshop@bethelnj.org
southorangeusy@gmail.com
southorangekadima@gmail.com
Please do not make telephone calls or send
emails on Shabbat (sundown Friday to
sundown Saturday) or on Jewish holidays
to Beth El officers, staff, committee chairs,
congregants, preschool or religious school staff.
Remember to notify the office at
973-763-0111 or info@bethelnj.org if
you change your home or work phone.
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Cooperman
family
Building

Plafsky
family
Campus

Skilled Nursing ◆ Alzheimer's Special Care Unit
Short-Term & Long-Term Rehabilitation Unit
Hospice & Palliative Care ◆ Respite Stays
Senior Housing with Assistance

5116

1155 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange, NJ 07052
Call for a Tour Today: 973-400-3307

www.doigc.org

INTERIOR DESIGN
Gail Roth • 201-407-9891
Ellen Tamaroff • 973-713-8866
gail@sensationalsettings.net
ellen@sensationalsettings.net

5075

We take care back to its origin…home!

CORNERSTONE
CAREGIVERS
Providing hourly and live-in home care
Compassionate and affordable care in the comfort of your home
All caregivers are carefully screened, licensed, insured and bonded.

PLEASE SUPPORT
THESE ADVERTISERS,
THEY MAKE OUR
NEWSLETTER
POSSIBLE
CALL
© LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS INC.
AT

1-800-888-4574

908.497.7009 888.820.9115 • www.cornerstonecaregivers.com
© LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS INC 1-800-888-4574

OCTOBER 25, 2012 12:01 PM
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THE SOURCE OF COMFORT AND SUPPORT FOR
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY SINCE 1880

Joseph M. Wildman, MD

THE LEADERS IN ADVANCE FUNERAL PLANNING

Bernheim Apter Kreitzman
SUBURBAN FUNERAL CHAPEL
68 Old Short Hills Road, Livingston, NJ
(973) 422-0600 • (800) 938-6372

INTERNAL MEDICINE
HEMATOLOGY/ONCOLOGY
100 Northfield Avenue
West Orange, NJ (near Route 280)
Second floor

973-243-7000

Louis J. Urban, Manager NJ Lic. No. 3537
Funeral Directors:
Alan L. Kreitzman NJ Lic. No. 2522 • Louis J. Urban, NJ Lic. No. 3537

Affiliated with
St. Barnabas Hospital, Livingston, NJ
and Overlook Hospital, Summit, NJ

Putting the patient first!

LBER’S
I
W
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
973-762-6333
www.WilbersPainting.com

Fully Insured

© LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS INC 1-800-888-4574

OCTOBER 25, 2012 12:01 PM
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5010

T his space available
for your ad
For advertising information call at:
800-888-4574 ext. 3380

Ross Shalom Chapels
A Lifetime Commitment to Honest, Caring Service In
Our Shared Tradition. At Three Elegant Locations:
345 Main St., Chatham, NJ • 415 Morris Ave., Springfield, NJ • 49 Whippany Rd., Whippany, NJ

5058

Toll Free 855-606-3600 ✡ Phone: 973-665-1800
www.rosschapels.com
Mark Samuel Ross, Esq., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. JP03716
Robin L. Ross, Licensed Funeral Director, N.J. Lic. No. JP04283

CMB2012
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Strictly Prime Meat
“Your Family Deserves The Best”

2933 VAUXHALL RD.
VAUXHALL, NJ 07088

908-688-2080
LA2012
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CONGREGATION BETH EL
222 IRVINGTON AVENUE
SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079
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