
“There is nothing permanent except change.” These words are attributed to the 

Greek philosopher, Heraclitus. In our sacred text, we read in Ecclesiastes, “To 

everything there is a season  

And a time for every purpose under heaven.” 

 

Our community is on the precipice of great change. By now, hopefully, you 

have heard the announcement that University Synagogue and Wilshire 

Boulevard Temple will be pursuing a merger of our two institutions. Additionally, 

as we are all very aware, our nation is in a time of flux. 

  

Our liturgy is filled with examples of our people’s resolute nature and our ability 

to redefine ourselves. My friend, coach, and colleague, Rabbi Steven Kaye, 

instead of calling us a wandering people, calls the Jews a wondering people. 

We define ourselves by asking. After all, what is a Passover seder but a long 

night of questions? At this moment in time, we begin to ask ourselves anew, 

“What does it mean to be in a community?” 

 

Our community is defined in part by living out the values of Reform Judaism. We 

are proud to be Jews who celebrate the leadership and equality of people of 

all genders and focus on inclusivity in our understanding of what it means to be 

a Jew and live a Jewish life. Perhaps the first major reform in Jewish life and 

worship took place hundreds of years before there was such a thing as 

Orthodox, Reform, or Conservative Judaism. When the Beit Hamikdash, the 

great temple in Jerusalem, was destroyed, the rabbis had a problem. Up until 

that time, the Jewish people connected to God through korbanot - animal 

sacrifices. It is perhaps the greatest innovation of the Jewish people that at that 

moment, we looked not to the past and lamenting, but rather created a new 

construct for Jewish life and moved toward prayer and study as the ultimate 

ways to connect to God, abandoning the practice of animal sacrifice.  

 

There is a school in Jerusalem whose first requirement for admission is that the 

applicant is a descendent of the Kohanim (the priestly class). Furthermore, the 

applicant may have never broken a bone or have endured cuts or lacerations. 

Seems like some strange requirements, no? Well, this is a yeshiva that is training 

future “Kohanim,” Jewish priests, in the hopes that a temple will be rebuilt in 

Jerusalem, and the priestly cult, including animal sacrifice, may be 

reestablished. 

 

This is not our Judaism. This is a Judaism that has never stopped weeping by the 

waters of Babylon. Our Judaism looks forward. Our Judaism envisions, dreams, 

and plans. We are a wondering people. We are a people who have mastered 

the art of remembering while engaging in the religious imagination - proclaiming 

im tirtzu ein zo agadah - if you will it; it is no dream.  

 



One of the names of God is Ein sof - meaning infinite or without end. The 

Kabbalists teach that shefa, original light or divine unending flow, pours forth 

from this divine source. At the same time, every moment of shefa, of overflowing 

abundance, MUST engage in tzimtzum, diminishment, to manifest in this world.   

 

As we move forward into brand new territory joining forces with new clergy, new 

ways of doing and seeing, and new congregational memberships to merge into 

one institution, we can envision this ever-shifting manifestation of shefa - flow; 

and tzimtzum - diminishment. Our beautiful temple home will be filled with joy 

and the voices of Jews of all ages, learning and engaging. We will make 

kiddush with the neighbors we know and the neighbors we have yet to meet. 

Our community has been here for each other through the years, and we will 

continue to garner strength from one another. May we gaze at wonder and 

awe at what might be as we look toward our future with hope. 

 

Shabbat shalom. 

 


