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Annual Meeting Agenda 
D’var Torah / Rabbi’s Remarks 
President’s Remarks 
Presentation of the 2022-2023 Operating Budget 
Presentation of 2022-2023 Nominating Committee Slate 
 

 
Executive Committee: 

President    Paul Seitelman 
First Vice President    Lynne Stewart (Membership, Marketing, & Education) 
Vice President    Rob Goldstein (Finance, Fundraising, & Philanthropy) 
Recording Secretary   Sabra Waxman 
Treasurer    Rob Goldstein 
 

Members of the Board of Trustees: 
Trustees:    Leny Davidson 

Lori Golden 
Joe Hecht 
Jacklyn Katz 
Peggy Kabakow 
Wolf Konstant 
Jon Pasternak 
Eileen Pleva 
Jason Rubach 
Ronni Zlotnick 
 

Immediate Past President   Anne-Marie Bennoun  
Sisterhood President    TBD 
Brotherhood President   Jack Reich 
 

In Appreciation and Recognition 
Service as a Member of the Executive Committee: Cheryl Black, Hilary Eth and Franci Steinberg, and Members 
of the Board of Trustees: Seth Polevoy, Ava Rattigan, and Brad Sona. 
 
Mazal Tov to: 
The 2021-2022 Officers and Board of Trustees for their commitment and dedication to our community, and the 
2022-2023 Officers and Board of Trustees on working towards an exciting future! 
 
Many Thanks 
With warmest thanks to the volunteers who made everything work this year – to those who planned the budget 
and those who planted the seedlings, to those who brought speakers to our lectures and those who brought 
food to our homes, to those who raised ideas and to those who raised funds. Those of you who gave your time 
and talents to Temple Sinai have made a significant contribution to our community, and we thank you! 
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Rabbi’s Message 
This past year has been both challenging and exciting. While the terrible toll and isolation of the first year of 
the pandemic receded, the shape-shifting virus continued to disrupt our lives in many ways. Temple Sinai was 
no exception.   
 

There is a Yiddish saying: “Der mensch tracht un Gott lacht,” man plans and God laughs. After holding High 
Holy Days and most other services on Zoom for close to a year, the virus seemed to recede in the spring of 
2021 and we made plans to hold High Holy Day services in person in the fall. But, late that summer, the Delta 
variant began to spread, and while services were held in person, most of our members chose to worship via 
Zoom. We also erected a tent outside to allow younger families with children who were not yet vaccinated to 
participate in High Holy Day family services. Despite these challenges, our High Holy Day services were quite 
successful. 
 

For over two years now we have adapted to the curve balls that the virus continues to throw, finding ways to 
continue our worship, education, and social gatherings as effectively as possible. Shabbat evening services 
were held in a hybrid manner, with clergy and some congregants in person and the majority of congregants 
participating via Zoom. B’nei Mitzvah ceremonies continued uninterrupted throughout the year. By the spring 
of 2022, most restrictions on gatherings were lifted, and these simchas began to feel like they had in the past, 
with large numbers of attendees and full Kiddush lunches in the social hall. Shabbat morning Torah study and 
Lunch and Learn classes continue on Zoom, while the Kulanu adult learning program on Sunday mornings met 
in person. Saturday evening Havdalah services were also held weekly on Zoom. In addition, we co-sponsored a 
three-part interfaith dialogue series with our neighbors at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church.   
 

The Religious School and Early Childhood Center worked tirelessly to provide as normal an in-person 
experience for our children as possible (see the Education section for details).  Embracing an adaptation I 
made earlier in the pandemic, I continued to meet with bar/bat mitzvah students and their parents in their 
homes. This more heimish approach helped build even stronger relationships with these families. 
 

Our Early Childhood Center faced additional challenges as our new Early Childhood Director, Carissa Sachs, 
has had to have back surgery in both September 2021 and June 2022, and was out for six months.  Thank you 
to Rabbi Kramer-Mazer, who stepped into the breach and ran the ECC while Carissa was out, while our terrific 
teachers continued to provide our children with everything they needed. Moreover, we welcomed a new staff 
member to the Education team, Maria Dimopoulos, who quickly got up to speed and is doing a bang-up job. 
Thank you to Rabbi Kramer-Mazer, Maria, and the ECC & Religious School faculty! 
 

While we adapted to the vagaries of the pandemic, our leadership simultaneously planned for the future. 
Rabbi Lou Feldstein and his consulting firm, Dynamic Change Solutions, were commissioned to perform an in-
depth review of our congregation. They held town hall meetings, focus groups and one-on-one meetings, as 
well as executing a demographic study of our area. In December, under the leadership of Past President Anne-
Marie Bennoun, we convened a Visioning Task Force, which worked with Dynamic Change Solutions on a 
visioning statement, setting goals for our congregation for the future. These goals, which the Board of 
Trustees unanimously endorsed, are broad. The leadership is now in the process of refining these goals, 
developing details and setting priorities for the congregation—more details to come soon. Many thanks to 
Anne-Marie and the rest of the Visioning Task Force for their yeoman’s work!   
 

The pastoral care we provide has remained as important as ever. While this year was far less traumatic in terms 
of COVID illnesses and death, Cantor Nitza and I continued to provide vital support to people who faced 
losses, illness, and personal issues. As the year progressed, it became safer to return to the traditional 
observances of our faith. People began to attend funerals and shiva in person; we were able to make hospital 
visits and visit people in their homes.   
 

I am pleased to note that our congregation has risen to the challenge in providing all of these meaningful and 
inspiring experiences for our members. I am thankful that we have such outstanding staff and lay leaders in our 
time of need. We have collaborated daily to adapt Temple services and programs, manage our budget crisis, 
and raise the funds necessary for us to continue to survive and thrive. 
 

We owe a particular debt of gratitude to Paul Seitelman for the enormous amount of time and effort he has 
put in as President of the Temple this year. With his passion, values, wisdom, integrity, and work ethic he has 
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helped us navigate some very rough seas. He has been assisted by a very able and dedicated group of officers 
on our Executive Committee: Past-President Anne Marie Bennoun; Vice-presidents Rob Goldstein, Franci 
Steinberg and Lynne Stewart; Treasurer Cheryl Black; Secretary Sabra Waxman; Sisterhood President Hilary 
Eth; and Brotherhood President Jack Reich. They have played an invaluable role in keeping our ship afloat 
during this long journey through the pandemic. 
 

I also want to thank our donors who very generously stepped up their support for Temple Sinai in this second 
year of the pandemic. We could not have done it without you! 
 

When it comes to synagogue management, our budget, and fundraising, the man at the helm has been our 
Executive Director, Joe Slade. Where would our Temple be without Joe right now? I dare not try to imagine. 
Along with Paul, Joe has been my partner every day, charting our course and helping to steer the ship. 
 

Cantor Nitza Shamah remains my partner in the spiritual leadership of Temple Sinai. In addition to relying on 
her and Cynthia Powell, our accompanist and High Holiday choir director, for all of the music during services, 
Cantor Nitza has done a remarkable job of managing the online version of our hybrid services. She gets the 
lion’s share of the credit for the high quality of our worship services on Zoom, while continuing to teach our 
b’nei mitzvah students. Last but not least, I must mention the wonderful celebration that we held of Cantor 
Nitza’s 30 years at Temple Sinai. The Night for Cantor Nitza, chaired by Janene Edlin and Ronni Zlotnick, was 
incredibly special. It was among the most heartfelt, meaningful, and enjoyable moments our congregation has 
ever experienced.  
 

As I mentioned, Rabbi Kramer-Mazer has been an invaluable asset to our congregation. Serving as rabbi 
educator, she not only ran our Religious School this year but jumped in to run our Early Childhood Center as 
well. We know that she will be a blessing to the Academy of Jewish Religion, her seminary, where she will be 
Assistant Dean of Student Life and Director of Placement.    
 

Many thanks as well to our other support staff, who adapted well to the challenge of working at home. To 
Hillary Hans, Maria Dimopoulos and my own Executive Assistant, Sally Collins: Thank you! You guys are the 
best! 
 

And to Carlos Arizaga and our custodial staff: As always, you have done what you always do, without fanfare or 
applause. Thank you for the special cleaning of our Temple building so we know that when we enter there we 
are safe. You continue to be a blessing to us each and every day. 
 

Like our ancestors, we have traveled the long road through the wilderness. We don’t know what the future will 
bring but we know that it will be great because we will come to it with a renewed appreciation of our 
community and how wonderful it is to be together. We have learned so much and have become closer as a 
community, having made the journey together. Let us join hands and continue the march to the Promised 
Land!  
 

Stay healthy and God bless, 

 
 
Rabbi Jordan Millstein 
 
President’s Message  
“I have a feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore,” said Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz. How would she ever get 
home to her loved ones? Fortunately for her character – spoiler alert – we know it was all a dream.  With classic 
Hollywood simplicity, all she needed was a sympathetic spirit to show her the path to awaken from a storm-
induced slumber.  
 

We, too, are slowly waking up as if from a long slumber induced by COVID fatigue. We need to look beyond 
the “curtains” of our Zoom activities. Despite being back live at Temple Sinai for a year, our lives will be 
forever tempered by our experiences of the pandemic. However, with some smarts, heart and courage (just 
like Dorothy), our community must awaken to ensure the continuity of Temple Sinai for generations to come. In 
the coming years, we must transform our community by establishing new ways in which we engage and relate 
to one another, as well as attract new families in our midst. 
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We are closing fiscal year 2022 on a safe footing, thanks to your generosity and the exemplary efforts of our 
fundraising teams. We came out from behind our Zoom curtains to be present in our own beautiful home as 
we honored Cantor Nitza for her 31 years of service to our kehillat kedoshah, our sacred community.  We also 
gathered for a day of friendly competition, conversation, drinks, and tasty fare during our annual “Cocktails on 
the Course & Court” at Montammy Golf Club.      
 

I must recognize our Finance Committee, stewarded by outgoing Treasurer Cheryl Black, along with Finance 
VP Rob Goldstein, Past President Anne-Marie Bennoun, and Executive Director Joe Slade, for their continued 
deft financial guidance these past two years. Thank you as well to our Board of Trustees and the many 
congregants who generously gave of their time and talents on committees and task forces to help navigate 
Temple Sinai through a unique time. 
 

We also say thank you and farewell to Rabbi Beth Kramer-Mazer. She has done yeoman’s work keeping our 
students engaged during the pandemic. We wish her well in her next role as Assistant Dean of Student Life 
and Director of Placement at the Academy of Jewish Religion in Yonkers, NY. Our Religious School and Early 
Childhood Center programs remain core to our mission, and we thank her for her tremendous efforts at 
sustaining and educating our children these last four years. 
 

Thank you, Rabbi Millstein, for spiritually leading us through another challenging year. Thank you, Cantor Nitza 
Shamah and Music Director Cynthia Powell, for filling our hearts with beautiful, inspiring music, making every 
Shabbat and holy day something special. Thank you, Executive Director Joe Slade, for the many hats you 
willingly wear well. And last, but certainly not least, thank you to our administrative and custodial staff for your 
ever-present hard work behind the scenes. 
 

Shalom, 
 

Paul Seitelman 

 
Cantor’s Message 
Dear Friends, 
 

I thank you with humility and gratitude for the most joyous and moving celebration that marked my 30+ 
anniversary at Temple Sinai. Humility for the good fortune that led me to you in 1991 when I graduated from 
Hebrew Union College, and gratitude for the opportunity to express my strength and hunger to do, to learn, 
to grow, to collaborate and to enrich lives. Throughout the years you have invited me to be part of your happy 
and sad times, and granted me a caring home. Thank you. I will forever treasure the memorable gala night, the 
memories we have shared over the years and your beautiful gifts. 
 

Temple Sinai has always made Jewish music and spirituality a priority. I could not have done justice to our rich 
musical tradition without your open hearts and your generous giving. Music is a powerful bridge that connects 
us to one another and beyond, and helps us stay together. Together we are planning, learning, praying, 
singing, and building a vibrant and meaningful Jewish future. Thank you for supporting our musical program 
and for helping me keep our worship music alive and creative. 
 

Here are the highlights of this past year: 
 

Cynthia Powell, our High Holy Day choir, and Sam Rhodes helped bring us back into the sanctuary for in-
person worship. Special thanks to Sam and Cynthia for making another Yom Kippur experience beautiful and 
moving. 
 

Our Rock Shabbat Band returned in person in October. 
 

Thank you, Alison Banger, Sandy Gabe, Jonah Gold, Joe Hecht, Ross Mazer, Rabbi Jordan Millstein, Jonathan 
Pasternak, Jack Reich, Barbara Rosenfeld, Roger Schnur and Paul Seitelman! We are all so lucky to have such 
an amazing band that is musically superb and spiritually moving and invested. Thank you for making Rock 
Shabbat and my 30+ anniversary so enjoyable and special. 
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Rock Shabbat with Noah Aronson and our band was a festive service with new music and great spirit. Thank 
you Leny Davidson, David Klein, Hilary Eth and our volunteers for bringing back the delicious congregational 
dinners. 
 

Supervising our B’nei Mitzvah program has been a wonderful experience that has continued to help me bond 
with our Temple families. Thank you, Rabbi Beth Kramer-Mazer, and our dedicated teachers, Sara Golomb, 
Gali Stern and Raquel Zypman for making the Bar/Bat Mitzvah journey smooth, meaningful and exciting for 
everyone. 
 

It was a pleasure to be part of our Tot services and our Religious School grade-level services led by our 
students. 
 

Thank you Sisterhood for your loyalty and creativity. Thank you for your ongoing initiatives and projects. Your 
musical sponsorship has made it possible for me to host the top singers/songwriters of our movement 
including Elana Arian and Noah Aronson. We are deeply grateful. 
 

It was exciting to be part of Sisterhood-led Shabbat once again. Thank you Lauren Kluger for organizing the 
service and for sharing your wonderful Earth-Day D’var Torah. Thank you all for helping and participating and 
making the service so meaningful. 
 

I am grateful to Rabbi Millstein and our leadership for a nourishing sabbatical that allowed me to spend time 
with my family. Deepest thanks to everyone who filled in for me while I was away, especially Rabbi Millstein, 
Cynthia Powell, Cantor Annice Benamy, Sarah Millstein, Paul Seitelman, and Sandy Gabe. 
 

Again, my deepest thanks to Cynthia Powell, our accompanist and choral director, for her dedication, her 
wonderful music, creative ideas, beautiful arrangements and great musical connections. We are so lucky to 
always be surrounded by talented musicians, and by fine and inspiring music. 
 

The pandemic has shown us new ways to hang out and enjoy learning. Thank you, Hilary Eth and Sisterhood 
for inviting me to lead an online Hanukkah program with our Sisterhood. 
 

It was exciting to be back in person for Tikkun Leil Shavuot, to enjoy the delicious meal Leny put together and 
to have an opportunity to participate in the teaching and the learning. 
 

Here is the plan for next year: 
• Rock Shabbat services with our Rock Shabbat Band 
• 2nd day Rosh Hashanah musical services with the choir and harpist Elaine Christy. 
• An upbeat family service accompanied by Ronn Yedidia and Cynthia Powell 
• Simchat Torah celebration with the Hester Street Klezmer Troupe 
• Shabbat Shirah – Sabbath of Song on 2/3/23 hosting the Stonewall Chorale under the direction of 

Cynthia Powell - sponsored by Sisterhood 
 

My deepest thanks to our President Paul Seitelman, our Board of Trustees, our Temple committees, and 
especially Ritual, chaired by Leny Davidson, for all your guidance and support. 
 

Thank you, Rabbi Jordan Millstein, for your open heart, encouragement, vision, and dedicated leadership. 
Thank you Joe, for directing us with competence, patience, and confidence. 
 

Rabbi Beth, 
I will treasure the four wonderful years of collaboration and friendship we spent together. You bring so much 
love, grace, integrity and kindness to everything you do. I will sorely miss working hand in hand with you but 
know that our connection will continue to grow and deepen. Isaac, our girls and I are wishing you a fulfilling 
next chapter in your new position.   
 

To our outstanding support staff Sally Collins, Hillary Hans, Maria Dimopoulos, Carlos Arizaga and his crew - 
thank you for making Temple Sinai a wonderful place for all of us, today and every day. 
 

Have a healthy and relaxing summer! 
 

Yours with much love, 
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2021-2022 Reports 
 
Education (Early Childhood Center and Religious School) 
Dear Friends, 
 

Together, we should all feel proud of the achievements in both our Early Childhood Center and our Religious 
School here at Temple Sinai. While there were many challenges exacerbated by the lingering pandemic, the 
excitement for learning and passion for Jewish life remained incredibly vibrant in our schools. Our learners, 
toddlers through young adolescents, were propelled and nurtured along their paths through the care of our 
dedicated and skillful educators. It’s always so exciting to be a part of these journeys. As we reflect back upon 
the whole year, we see the tremendous progress and gratifying growth of each student. 
 

Abundant gratitude goes to our passionate teachers. We are blessed at Temple Sinai to have teachers who 
care so deeply about both children and Judaism. Each teacher is uniquely gifted, and in combination, our 
entire team reflects a cohesiveness, bringing excellence to our many tasks. Whether a teacher to two-year old 
children or seventh graders, and every age in between, every faculty member is suited to this sacred work. 
Thanks to ongoing partnership with our parent body, our students are beneficiaries of a skillful, caring, and 
collaborative approach to Jewish learning and living. 
 

This year we said goodbye to Joan Sherman who very capably and warmly served in the Education Office for 
the last few years. Mid-year, we were delighted to welcome a newcomer to our team, Maria Dimopoulos, who 
brings tremendous skill and a consummate work ethic to serving both the ECC and Religious School 
ecosystems. Having Maria aboard truly elevated the level of service we provide to our learners and their 
families, and brought a wonderful new relationship amongst our staff. I am personally grateful to both Joan 
and Maria for all of their tireless work and devotion in the education arena of Temple Sinai. Perhaps the best 
part, though, truth be told, is the element of friendship that these professional relationships have afforded me.  
 

Additionally, I would like to express gratitude to the rest of our team in the temple: Rabbi Millstein, Cantor 
Nitza, Joe Slade, Carissa Sachs, Hillary Hans, Sally Collins, Andrea Kopido, Carlos Arizaga and his amazing 
team, and George Kotakis, our security guard. Each of you has helped to support the work of Jewish education 
in your own unique ways, and I speak for our students, faculty and families when I thank you for your time and 
efforts.  
 

Thank you to Paul Seitelman and the rest of our lay leadership for all that you do, much of which is unseen by 
most. Your generous sense of volunteerism and commitment are commendable.   
 

This June concludes my time at Temple Sinai, and my 27th year of working in Jewish education. I am excited to 
share that I will be pivoting to a new adventure and will be serving as Assistant Dean of Student Life and 
Director of Placement at the Academy for Jewish Religion in New York. I will be working closely with rabbinical 
and cantorial students, as well as the alumni of this amazing, pluralistic seminary. I am honored to have this 
opportunity ahead. It will be a new way for me to stretch my wings and serve the Jewish community, and I am 
eager to dive in.   
 

Nonetheless, leaving Temple Sinai feels very bittersweet. I will miss my teammates and our families and 
students. Serving at Temple Sinai these last four years has been profoundly rewarding. So many people here 
have touched my life in meaningful ways. I hope that I have positively impacted your life, too. I am grateful to 
have been a part of this community. I know that I will be in touch with many people I met here, and our 
friendships will continue to endure as time marches on. Please, feel free to reach out and say hello from time 
to time. 
 

I extend my heartfelt wishes to the new education team moving forward, and to the Temple at large. May the 
congregation continue to thrive for years to come, and may each of you go from strength to strength.   
 

With blessings, 
 

Rabbi Beth Kramer Mazer 
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Financial Report 
 

Finance Committee: Vice-President Rob Goldstein, President Paul Seitelman, Seth Polevoy, Anne-Marie 
Bennoun, Treasurer Cheryl Black. 
 

Fiscal year 2022 is expected to end with a small operating deficit of $147K. This deficit was offset by $145K of 
income from our endowment funds that is permitted to be used for certain allowable expenditures. 
Accordingly, we are ending the year cash flow neutral. 
 

Our income was lower than budgeted for three reasons: After holding membership dues flat for the last 2 
years out of compassion for our members during the pandemic, dues collected were slightly lower than 
budgeted. Despite the generous outpouring of support for the extremely successful “Night for Cantor Nitza,” 
celebrating Cantor Nitza Shamah’s 30+ years at Temple Sinai, together with our annual and expanded Golf, 
Tennis, and Pickleball Outing, our fundraising activities were below plan. Finally, the ECC underperformed 
expectations due to higher staffing costs as well as lower than budgeted income. 
 

On a very positive note, we did not need to use our line of credit all year and were able to pay down our 
construction loan by $650K from pledges that were received from our capital campaign.  We have pledges 
receivable that will comfortably repay the $200K remaining on the loan on time or ahead of schedule. 
 

In all, we are starting fiscal 2023 on very solid footing. The Board of Trustees approved an operating budget 
for 2023 with a $189K deficit. This is primarily due to slow enrollment at the ECC, which we hope is rectified 
over the summer. We have also applied for an Employee Retention Grant from the federal government, which 
is not accounted for in our operating budget as it is a non-operating, below the line item. That said, if received 
(as our advisors have indicated), it would more than make up for the budgeted operating deficit and provide 
adequate funds for our operations.   
 

Cheryl Black 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Revenue FY 22 Estimated FY 23 Proposed 
Dues & Assessments 955,000  1,059,378  
High Holy Day Income 91,840  95,098  
Contributions, Ritual & FR Inc 254,860  157,000  
Rental Income 4,352  12,000  
Programming Income 3,434  3,800  
Other Operating Inc 100,770  72,000  
RS and Adult Ed Inc 95,213  119,548  
ECC Income 1,123,231  979,888  

   
Total Revenue 2,628,700  2,498,712  

   
Operating Expenses   

Clergy Expense 560,940  582,212  
Religious School Exp 306,565  288,041  
Building and Maintenance Exp 412,088  438,162  
Administration Exp 386,149  423,244  
Ritual & Fundraising Exp 178,298  167,945  
Committee & Program Exp 43,160  33,572  
ECC Exp 888,589  754,856  

 
  

Total Operating Expenses 2,775,790  2,688,032  
   

Operating Income (Loss) (147,090) (189,320) 
   

Employee Retention Credit  400,000  
   

Net of Operating & ERC  210,680  
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Paul Winter Helping Hands 
Paul Winter Helping Hands is a group of temple members who are available to help other members on an as 
needed basis. People may need an occasional ride to a doctor or other appointment or to services. PWHH 
sends condolence cards, thanks to Miriam Margolin, and get well cards to members. The group is able to do 
more, if more of us are involved. It is a great way to make our temple beautiful on a more personal level and to 
improve our interpersonal capital. We need more member involvement. PWHH makes annual donations, on 
behalf of Temple Sinai, to the Community Chest, Family Promise and the Center for Food Action.  
 

If you have a little spare time to help someone else, let Hilary Eth (hilaryeth@hotmail.com or 201-621-1097) 
know when you are available, i.e. which day or days of the week, morning, afternoons or evening. You decide 
when you are able to help and you are can always turn down a request. 
 

Contact Hilary if you need assistance or let Rabbi Millstein or Cantor Nitza know.   
 
Ritual  
Despite the ongoing challenges of COVID restrictions, the Ritual Committee remains determined to fulfill its 
role in engaging all facets of our membership in meaningful religious connection. 
 

We have returned our focus to opportunities for in person connection and helping to restore the sense of 
community that has long been an integral part of Temple Sinai membership. 
 

We recently discontinued our Saturday Happy Hour and Havdalah for the moment and have arranged for 3 
special Shabbat Evening Services on the Palisades this summer, July 1, July 22, and August 19. 
 

While we will continue to be cognizant of members who encounter mobility issues, we also look for creative 
ways to engage in person. Ritual Committee realizes that changing times require changing methods and 
processes and we endeavor to partner with our extraordinary clergy to explore new ways to connect all facets 
of our membership community. Our process of reengagement and reunion continues moving forward. 
 

Leny Davidson – Ritual Committee Chair 
 
Sisterhood  
This has been the second pandemic year for the world, Temple Sinai, and Sisterhood. We met virtually for 
most of the year but were still able to accomplish a great deal.   
 

We had an in-person installation and cocktail party last June. It was coordinated by Jessica Hirsch and Hilary 
Baris and held in Hilary’s lovely back yard. The new Executive Board was installed and we began to work on a 
busy year, even during the pandemic. 
 

Even though members may have been isolating at home in September, there is no better way to welcome new 
members than with a “Welcome to Temple Sinai” bag, known as the Sisterhood Challah Blitz.  We thank 
Eileen Pleva for delivering door to door, back when deliveries were the only way to see our members.   
 

Sisterhood was able to continue our fund raising efforts this year. We sold flowers for the High Holy Days and 
again for Passover. The flowers made our homes look nicer even with small gatherings. We thank Allie Beer 
and Meg Wolmer and of course, Jimmy at the Empty Vase for this.   
 

We collected feminine hygiene products twice this year. In the fall the collection was coordinated by Jacklyn 
Katz. It was a little more complicated to collect these items as the temple was closed, but with help from our 
security guard, George, Hillary Hans, and Joe Slade we collected some much needed items. The products 
were delivered to several local agencies:  Bergen Family Center, Women’s Rights’ Information Center, Bergen 
Volunteer Medical Initiative and Center for Hope and Safety. We collected additional items around Purim. This 
drive was coordinated by Ava Rattigan in conjunction with Federation. 
 

Last fall we held our Membership Brunch in the Community Room of Franci Steinberg’s apartment complex. 
Covid numbers had decreased and we felt that we could gather this way. We also put together packets of 
winter items (gloves, hats, tissues, sanitizers, etc.) to be brought to and distributed by Federation.   
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Once again we were able to organize a dinner for the Family Promise Shelter. We raised funds for meals rather 
than cooking and serving at the shelter. Thank you to our tireless chairs, Marci Ginzberg, Karen Tubin and 
Harriet Nachum. We raised enough funds to provide a meal to all those needing dinner. The extra funds were 
donated to a local community project designed to feed local people who were food insecure. We partnered 
through Family Promise and the Community Chest. Our ability to do this was due to the generosity and 
support of the entire Temple Sinai family. Thank you to all those who made a difference and helped those in 
need. 
 

Hanukkah gift cards were sent to our college students, as we do annually. This was coordinated by Karen 
Miller.   
 

Pandemic or not, the annual Shalach Manot program was an incredible success, thanks to our supportive 
temple family. Many thanks to our Sisterhood treasurer, Franci Steinberg, for coordinating this project. Thanks 
to the more than 50 wonderful women who packed, and delivered 500 bags (filled with some sweets but also 
reusable items) in a socially distant way.  Also, thanks to Jordie Kluger, a high school student, for delivering the 
50 bags to Jewish Family Services for Meals on Wheels. When congregants placed their Shalach Manot orders 
they had the opportunity to contribute $10 or more to the Community Chest Winter Meal Program. Our 
temple community raised $1,740 to help feed food insecure people in our community members. 
 

Pesach is always a busy time for Sisterhood. As mentioned earlier we had our flower sale. And Talia Leschner 
baked delicious flourless chocolate cakes for the holiday, for the second year in a row.   
 

For our final event of the year, an in-person installation and cocktail party was postponed due to COVID 
precautions. We are hoping to gather later this summer, outdoors and in-person.   
 

The Sisterhood book discussion group continued during the past year with five lively Zoom discussions of 
thought provoking books led by our dedicated coordinator Lauren Rosenberg. We are scheduled for five 
discussions during the coming year. 
 

Uniongrams and Goldengrams are a way to send good wishes to families celebrating milestones and mitzvot. 
We thank Anne Fleischer for continuing to work on this program. 
 

Sisterhood has many worthy programs including fundraising. We want you to know that ALL of the money that 
we raise is donated back to Temple Sinai and community programs in so many different and wonderful ways. 
Sisterhood provides the gifts for the B’nei Mitzvah students and the third grade siddurim gifts as well as all the 
Religious School gifts. Sisterhood contributed to the Capital Campaign. We usually provide funding for one of 
Cantor Nitza’s beautiful musical Shabbat programs. We will be making a large contribution towards the cost of 
the updated sound system in the sanctuary in order to make our services better accessible to people who will 
be joining us from home.  Our list of support for temple and community programs goes on and on.   
 

Thank you to the Sisterhood Executive Board for being there in a challenging year. 
- VP Programming Jessica Hirsch and Hilary Baris 
- VP Fundraising Allie Beer and Meg Wolmer 
- VP Membership Robyn Simon and Ilissa Horowitz 
- Treasurer, Franci Steinberg 
- Advisory Board Peggy Kabakow, Ruth Seitelman, Sabra Waxman, Ilene Wechter, Sari Hollender 

 

Thank you to the General Board members for continuing the creative programming, virtual classes and 
meetings and showing your smiling faces. 
 

I invite all Temple Sinai women to join Sisterhood.  There are many opportunities for learning, helping and 
participating. You will meet new women while supporting Temple Sinai and secular programs. Contact me to 
participate with questions and to suggest ideas. 
 

Hilary Eth, Sisterhood President 
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High Holy Days 5783/2022 
 

Selichot       Saturday, September 17 
Erev Rosh Hashanah    Sunday, September 25 
Rosh Hashanah Day 1    Monday, September 26 
Rosh Hashanah Day 2    Tuesday, September 27 
Kol Nidre       Tuesday, October 4 
Yom Kippur      Wednesday, October 5 
Erev Sukkot      Sunday, October 9 
Sukkot       Monday, October 10 
Sh’mini Atzeret/Simchat Torah   Sun./Mon., October 16-17 


