
  

 
 

Chanukah 5782- Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Who is obligated to light Chanukah candles? 
The Gemara’s basic decree is for the head of the household to light on behalf of everyone in the house. Everyone in 
the house, in turn, must observe the candles being lit and hear the berachos.  
 
In practice, however, it is best for as many people in the house as possible to light Chanukah candles. This includes all 
children who are of age to appreciate the mitzvah of lighting candles. A married woman has the option of lighting 
her own candles (and saying the berachos) or including herself in her husband’s lighting.   
 
What kind of Chanukah candles should I use? 
All oils and waxes may be used. It is best, however, to use olive oil, as the miracle of Chanukah involved olive oil.  
 
When is the preferred time to light Chanukah candles? 
During the Week: It is optimal to light as soon after Shekiah (sunset) as possible, provided that the candles are large 
enough / enough oil is used such that they will burn until no less than 30 minutes after Tzes HaKochavim (nightfall). If 
lighting at the optimal time is not possible, you can still light as long as people are out and about, either on the street 
or in your house. If you cannot light until later than that, please consult with me.  
Friday Night: Before the Shabbos candles     
Motzai Shabbos: After Havdalah  
 
What is the earliest time to light Chanukah candles? 
During the Week & Friday Night: Plag HaMincha, provided that the candles are large enough / enough oil is used 
such that they will burn until no less than 30 minutes after Tzes HaKochavim (nightfall).  
Motzai Shabbos: After Havdalah  
 
Based on the above, what are the exact times for 2021/5782 in Clanton Park? 

 
 

Night of Chanukah Date Preferred Time to Light Must Burn Until 

1st Night of Chanukah Sunday- November 28th  4:43 PM 5:58 PM 

2nd Night of Chanukah Monday- November 29th  4:42 PM 5:57 PM 

3rd Night of Chanukah Tuesday- November 30th  4:42 PM 5:57 PM 

4th Night of Chanukah Wednesday- December 1st  4:42 PM 5:57 PM 

5th Night of Chanukah Thursday- December 2nd  4:42 PM 5:57 PM 

6th Night of Chanukah Friday- December 3rd  Before 4:23 PM 5:56 PM 

7th Night of Chanukah Motzai Shabbos- December 4th  After 5:31 PM 30 minutes after lighting 

8th Night of Chanukah Sunday- December 5th  4:41 PM 5:56 PM 



  
What is the procedure for lighting? 
The established custom is to light Chanukah candles in a way that the Gemara calls the most beautiful of all – 
“mehadrin min hamehadrin” – whereby on the first night one lights one candle, and on each successive night an 
additional candle is added, the additional candle being lit first. By the eighth night, we light eight candles. 
 
Light the shamash first. While holding the shamash, recite the berachos (three on the first night and two on the remaining 
nights) in their entirety. Then begin lighting. On the first night, begin with a single candle in the rightmost position on 
the menorah. Each night, a candle is added to the left. The new candle is lit first. The lighting then proceeds to the 
right of the new candle. 
 
What should I do if the Chanukah lights go out? 
If they have been burning for less than 30 minutes after Tzes, relight them without a beracha (except on Friday night, 
when they cannot be relit). If they have been burning for more than 30 minutes after Tzes, one may, but need not, 
relight them. 
 
Where is the best place to put my Menorah? 
By a window that is in view of the street, or at the very least, that is in view of an alley or courtyard where people 
walk. This maximizes Pirsumei Nissa (publicity of the miracle). If there is no window by which to place the menorah, it 
should be placed in an area of the house where it will be visible to members of the house. 
 
I am going out for dinner on Friday night. Where should I light?  
You must light in your house and spend a few minutes with the candles before leaving. If you are nervous to leave the 
candles near the window, you may light them in a “safer” place. 
 
I will be going to a family Chanukah party in the late afternoon and won’t get home until late at night. Should I light before 
I leave, after I get home or at the party? 
You should not light at the Chanukah party, since you will be returning home to sleep. 
 
You have a few choices…  
1) If you’re leaving your house after Plag HaMincha, you can light the candles before leaving your house (see above). 
2) If you’re leaving your house before Plag HaMincha OR are afraid to leave the candles unattended, you must do 

something (leave a note/set an alarm/ask someone to remind you) that will remind you to light Chanukah candles 
when you return home.  

 
I am going away for Shabbos Chanukah. Where should I light on Friday afternoon? If I am coming home on Motzai Shabbos, 
where should I light on Motzai Shabbos? 
On Friday afternoon, you should light at the house where you will be staying for Shabbos. You should either light your 
own menorah (with your own berachos) OR you should pay a few cents to the host and become partners with your 
host in the mitzvah.  
 
On Motzai Shabbos, you should light at the house where you stayed for Shabbos and then eat a meal there OR you 
should return home shortly after Shabbos and light at home. 
 
What should I do if I forget Al Hanissim? 
Al Hanissim is said in Shemone Esrei & Benching. One who omits Al Hanissim doesn’t repeat Shemone Esrei or Benching. 
 
Wishing you all a Safe & Happy Chanukah!  
Rabbi Zev Spitz 
rabbi@clantonpark.com 
P. 647-225-5480 


