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HaMaggid 

It won’t come as a surprise to you 
that Rabbi Eric and I look forward to 
the Days of Awe (the High Holy 
Days) all year long.  When we 
lovingly place the Torah back in the 
ark at the end of Simhat Torah, we 
breathe a sigh of relief, for sure, but 
we also experience an acute sense 

of grief as we anticipate the long wait until our 
congregational family comes “home” again next Rosh 
Hashanah.  Though the details are not finalized, in all 
likelihood, “coming home for the holidays” will take on a 
more literal meaning this fall. Due do the pandemic and 
our priority of keeping our community healthy and safe, it 
is abundantly clear to the professional and lay leadership 
of our congregation, that much, if not all of our holiday 
experiences will take place in our homes. 
 
But this is not the first time the Jewish people have been 
displaced from our synagogue.  For hundreds of years, we 
traveled to the Temple in Jerusalem (in Hebrew, the 
location of the Temple Mount was Har ha-Bayit, or “The 
Mountain of the House”) to gather in community and 
stand in the presence of the Divine. In the year 70 CE, the 
Romans destroyed the Temple, forcing a difficult question 
upon the leaders of the the Jewish people: Will God still be 
with us if the Temple no longer stands?  
 
The Rabbis answered with a resounding “yes!” There 
would be two new spaces in which we could gather and 
commune with God. The first, and less important place, 
would be the synagogue. The second, and more important 
location, would be the home. Jews would make each of 
their homes a “mikdash me’at,” a “mini-Temple” or “a 
small sanctuary.” 
 
The question that the Jewish people once posed to the 
Rabbis in ancient times, is the question that we now pose 
to you: How will you make your home a mikdash me’at—a 

small sanctuary?  First, please know that with the guidance 
of a wise, creative, and technically savvy new task force, 
we aim to provide all of the prayer experiences that we 
have offered in the past.  Though you will celebrate in your 
homes, you will not be alone.  We will guide you in various 
formats and we are working on providing several pathways 
to connect to our services and rituals on-line.  But, there is 
an opportunity here that is bigger than simply “watching 
on livestream.”  Each of us is now charged with turning our 
homes into sacred spaces.  We have lots of ideas and 
information that we will convey to you in the weeks ahead, 
but here are some ideas to get your creative juices flowing: 
 
1. Create a mizbe’ah (an altar) in a heavily trafficked area 

of your home by placing a selection of ritual objects, 
pictures, and family treasures on a dedicated table as a 
reminder that you are on holy ground 

2. Open your home to a small group of people, whether 
family or friends, with whom you can safely inhabit a 
communal space and pray together while connecting 
to our Beth Meyer sanctuary on-line.  A mini-minyan! 

3. If you are feeling adventurous, especially families with 
young children, build a tent in your living room where 
you can gather to experience our family services (on a 
laptop) just like our ancestors did when they 
wandered in the wilderness and gathered to pray in 
the “ohel mo’ed” (the “tent of meeting”).   
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4. According to the Talmud, “When the Temple stood, the altar offered 
atonement. Now, one’s table offers atonement.” In other words, during the 
period when the Temple stood in Jerusalem, the primary means of worship 
involved offering sacrifices on the altar. Today, the primary means of worship 
involves having meals at home with blessings, ritual foods, and special time 
with loved ones.  Maybe this year, you explore some new food traditions on 
Rosh Hashanah?  Maybe you purchase something new for your kitchen/table 
or a Jewish ritual object?  Maybe you create a holiday meal experience that 
can be shared with dear ones over Zoom (much like we did for the Passover 
seder)? 

The possibilities are endless!  As Jews, our homes are not just places where we 
keep our stuff and sleep. Rather, they are places in which holiness, connectivity, 
and spirituality emanate.  What would it feel like to feel God’s presence at home 
as we bring in the new year?  It looks like we are about to find out! 
 
Judaism doesn’t live at the synagogue.  The Beth Meyer family is not our 
building.  And our “doors” have never closed.  No matter what space we find 
ourselves in, when we live and learn together as Jews, God dwells in our midst. 
This year, we have a unique opportunity to bring even greater sanctity and spirit 
into our homes.  
 
So this year, we will be many houses, but one home— Beth Meyer Synagogue. 

Celebrate and Honor Family and Friends with This Special Idea 

Tree of Life 
Beth Meyer Synagogue’s Tree of Life has been designed to celebrate and honor 
friends, family, milestones, etc., as opposed to a memorial tree.  Contributions 
will help support an endowment for education, established by Michele and Bur-
ton Horwitz and family, that will grow and bear fruit for generations to come. 
  
Each brass leaf is available for a $200 donation to the Burton and Michele  
Horwitz & Family Education Endowment at Beth Meyer Synagogue. Forms can 
be found on the Beth Meyer website:  

https://www.bethmeyer.org/giving/tree-life  

Rabbi Jenny—continued from p. 1 

https://www.bethmeyer.org/giving/tree-life
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B’ Mayim Hayim T’hiyeh,  
May the living waters sustain you 
Rabbi Jenny Solomon, D. Min., Mikveh Director 

Libi Eir is actively monitoring the situation with COVID-19 and we are committed to doing 
everything possible to help keep everyone safe as we move through these unprecedented times. 
We have now shifted into Phase II of Governor Cooper’s re-open plan, “Safer-at-Home.”  Here are 
the ways in which this next step will impact procedures/scheduling immersions at the mikveh. 
 
As a continuation of our policies and procedures up until now, Libi Eir maintains the highest 
standards of cleanliness.  As always, we will continue to: 

 
• Clean public areas and preparation rooms with disinfecting products between visitors. 
• Test the water in our mikveh pools daily and treat it with chlorine under the guidance of our pool facilities expert.   
• Filter and clean the water in our mikveh pools continually. 
• Schedule visits to the mikveh by appointment, minimizing the necessity for close contact among our guests. 
 
In addition to these regular practices since the beginning of our stay-at-home orders, we have taken and will continue 
to take the following measures as precautions: 
 
• We ask that visitors and volunteers who feel ill or have been exposed to anyone who has been ill in the past 14 

days please stay home and reschedule their appointments. 
• Only Rabbi Jenny will be guiding guests for the time being to eliminate our volunteer mikveh guides’ potential 

exposure to the virus. 
• Guests should do all of their preparation at home so that they can proceed immediately to the immersion room, 

immerse without a guide present and depart without any unnecessary contact with surfaces, handles, etc. 
• All guests will be asked to wear a face covering/mask when they enter the building and until the time of 

immersion. After immersing, we ask that guests place their face covering/mask back on until they exit the building. 
 
In accordance with the new recommendations associated with Phase II of the re-open plan, Libi Eir will now: 
 
• Allow guests to schedule “non-requisite” immersions. 
• Permit guests to bring a small group of people with them to the mikveh (i.e., a 3-person quorum for a beit din), but 

not an unlimited number of additional guests.  All guests will be asked to wear face coverings/masks.   
 
We trust that you will use your judgment and personal comfort level for determining whether this is the “right” time 
for your immersion.  
 
Again, we remain hopeful that in the months ahead, we will 
be able to further soften these restrictions so that we can 
maintain this vibrant, welcoming, and inclusive resource that 
so many of us have come to rely upon and cherish.  Until that 
time, we appreciate your patience and understanding as we 
make sense of the new guidelines in the context of ritual 
immersion. 
 
To make a mikveh appointment or for any additional 
information about the mikveh, please feel free to contact me 
by calling my cell phone at 214-886-5079, or by sending an  
e-mail to mikveh@bethmeyer.org.   
 
 

mailto:mikveh@bethmeyer.org
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Adult Education Committee—Rabbi Jenny Solomon 

I want to begin this column by offering hakarat ha’tov (profound gratitude) once again for our beloved, Amy Ripps, who 
lovingly shepherded our adult education program over the last two decades.  I am proud to be taking the reins from 
Amy knowing that she has built a beautiful foundation for adult education in our community.  We are blessed that she 
is sticking around as both a learner and a teacher.   
 
We will continue to have educational programming on Zoom through the month of July, so stay tuned.  Please be sure 
to read weekly e-mails which are the most up to date source of information on our ongoing programming. 
 
I want to share with you some of my goals for adult education as we head into 5781 and beyond!  I look forward to 
partnering with you in achieving all of these objectives.  I’m always open to your ideas about what and how we learn at 
Beth Meyer.  Kadimah— onwards! 
 
I.  Growing Engagement in Adult Learning:  We will continue to nourish adult learners with sophisticated classes and 
topics/formats you have grown to cherish at the same time that we reach out more broadly to engage new learners in 
meaningful ways, including efforts to help members build basic Jewish learning/living skills. 
 
II.  Re-thinking When We Teach:  Sunday mornings will become the cornerstone of learning initiatives.  There will still be 
some evening classes, especially drop-in learning opportunities, and we may opt to do them from home/over Zoom— 
especially in the short-term. 
 
III.  Re-thinking Learning Formats:  For those of you who find it challenging to attend regular classes, we hope to reach 
you in new ways, i.e., FB Live/recordings, rabbis’ podcast, on-line learning (i.e., Jewish yoga at home, classes on Zoom), 
etc.  
 
IV.  Deepening Social Bonds and Building Community:  We are dedicated to Jewish learning for learning’s sake, and we 
are equally committed to using education as a path to fostering a deeper sense of community.  We plan to offer 
informal learning opportunities in smaller gatherings in people’s homes, safety-permitting, with the intention of sharing 
our spiritual journeys and growing together. 
 
The coronavirus will continue to provide formidable challenges to life as we know it at Beth Meyer, but please know 
that we are committed to continuing to provide meaningful opportunities to learn and grow as Jews in 
community.  Learning doesn’t stop when the circumstances are challenging.  To the contrary, we are dedicated to 
learning as a core spiritual practice for sustainability in difficult times, helping us endure and rise above this surreal 
time. 

Cathy’s Corner—Religious School 

July is often a month when we get to slow down a little, but not this year! 
 
• Summer tutoring is in full swing. Almost 20 of our rising 4th -7th grade students are taking advantage of this 

opportunity, either weekly or bi-weekly. 

• The school office suite has a new look. Staff members have switched desks/offices, and we are reconfiguring the 
resource room to facilitate a blend of on-line and in-person learning. 

• We are digging through materials, old and new, looking for tools to engage students in-person, on-line, or in family 
groups. 

• Most of our teachers are taking part in a Summer of NewCAJE. NewCAJE is a professional development conference 
for Jewish educators. Each year educators from across the country gather for learning, entertainment, prayer, and 
networking opportunities. This year, instead of the usual 4-day, in-person conference, this amazing opportunity is 
spread out online over the month of July. 

Continued on page 5 
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Religious School registration is now open!  

Plans are underway for another great year. Although it is un-
clear how we will be able to gather in the fall, accurate numbers 
will help us to plan proactively for all possibilities. Details about 
next year’s schedule and our goals regarding on-line and  
in-person learning can be found on the school page on the  
website,  
https://www.bethmeyer.org/learning/religious-school. 
 
Register now to help us plan effectively. You must be logged in 
to your ShulCloud account in order to complete registration. 
Any Beth Meyer member family may register. 
 
Here’s how to begin: 

1. In the top right corner of the website (www.bethmeyer.org), log in to ShulCloud. 

2. Once the box says “Welcome {name},” you can use the dropdown menu to select My Account. 

3. One of the boxes listed is Start School Enrollment, click on that box to begin the registration process. From that 
point on, the site will prompt you for your registration details. 
 
Note: A deposit is required at the time of registration. You then have the option of paying the remaining balance in full 
or having it added to your account for a monthly bank draft, to begin in August. 
 
If you would like to discuss financial assistance, please contact Susan Sugar, Executive Director, at 919-848-1420 ext. 
225 or director@bethmeyer.org. 
 
For questions about your ShulCloud account, contact Rebekka Mastin at 919-848-1420 or admin@bethmeyer.org. 
 
For any other questions regarding registration or religious school in general, contact Cathy Kaplan at 919-418-1768 or 
schooladmin@bethmeyer.org. 

Cathy’s Corner—continued from page 4 

At 10:00AM on Sunday, July 12, all rising K through 5th grade students and 
their families are invited to join us for Havdalah. Our 2nd grade students 
begin many of their regular sessions this way, come see how they kick off 
each week. Feel free to show up in your PJs! 
 
At 7:30PM on Friday, July 17, all Gesher (middle school) students and their 
families are invited to join us for a community candle-lighting. Set up your 
candlesticks, and we will bring in Shabbat together! 
 

Mark your calendars, we’d like to “see” you! Zoom links will be sent closer to the events. 
 
Progress reports were mailed in early June. Included in that mailing was a calendar for the 2020-2021 school year, with 
notes describing various options for learning when we resume in August. If you did not receive yours, please contact 
me.  
 
For now, the best way to contact me is still schooladmin@bethmeyer.org, and my cell phone 919-418-1768. I am 
always available for any questions, comments, or just to chat! 

https://www.bethmeyer.org/learning/religious-school
mailto:director@bethmeyer.org
mailto:admin@bethmeyer.org
mailto:schooladmin@bethmeyer.org
mailto:schooladmin@bethmeyer.org
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“When can we go back to normal and return to shul for services with friends and community?”  As weeks of COVID-19 
restrictions turn into months, we are all asking that question. At the annual meeting last week, I spoke about the steps 
Beth Meyer is taking to reopen our physical space and offer a summary in this article. 
 
Following the recommendation of United Synagogue of Conservatism Judaism (USCJ), Beth Meyer established a Re-
Opening Task force consisting of staff, Board representatives, and Jeff Engel and Elyse Werner providing medical 
consultation. Given the priority of Pikuah Nefesh, “safeguarding life,” and the potential risks involved in conducting 
services in the sanctuary, the Re-Opening Task Force recommended that all services continue to be conducted virtually. 
The Task Force also determined that staff may return to their respective offices provided there is separation of space 
and allowed limited use of the kitchen for specific activities. In addition, outside social activities were considered safe 
to resume with precautions and protocols in place. These small, multi-layered steps involved in the recommendations 
for our re-opening are based on North Carolina’s phased re-openings and CDC guidelines.  The Re-Opening Task force 
will continue to meet throughout the summer, and likely the rest of the year, to determine additional steps we can 
take to allow congregants the opportunity to use the buildings and outside areas OR campus while maintaining safety, 
spiritual practice and inclusivity. We will communicate updates as recommendations occur. 
 
The Board of Trustees voted to adopt the recommendations of the Re-Opening Task Force and with that decision, it 
became clear that this year’s High Holy Days would be conducted virtually. This prompted the initiation of the High 
Holy Days Task Force which will be led by Sherry Shapiro, head of the Ritual Committee. The Task Force will include 
congregants, Rabbis Eric and Jenny Solomon, Cathy Kaplan, and Susan Sugar.  
 
Sherry Shapiro offers information about the High Holy Day Task Force: 
 
Sitting in shul one year ago, it was unimaginable that twelve months later we would be planning to celebrate these 

Days of Awe separated from each other rather than sitting side-by-side in our sanctuary.  For myself, and many others, 

we know how disappointing this is, but at the same time we are working hard to make this time of the year as 

meaningful and enriching as possible.   

 

As chair of the newly formed High Holy Day Task Force, we take seriously the principle in Jewish law that states that the 

preservation of human life overrides virtually any other religious rule.  Within the context of COVID-19, the High Holy 

Day Task Force has begun to brainstorm ideas, connect with other Conservative Synagogues, attend USCJ webinars, all 

to help us prepare to provide rich Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah services for our community.   

 

During this process of planning and development, we will be reaching out to our community to listen to you about 

what is possible and needed as we clarify our vision for these unusual times.  We will continue to communicate with 

you as our plans become concrete. Our task force, includes the Rabbis, Executive Director, members in programming 

and learning, members of the Board, as well as other members of our community.  We are moving forward and will 

need your support and patience.  Of course, I look forward to being back to our “normal” place for praying, learning, 

gathering, eating, meeting, and simply being together, but until then, I am willing to explore how we can connect with 

each other in new ways.   

President’s Message—Susan Ehrlich 

Tish’ah B’Av Commemoration  

On Wednesday evening, July 29th at 9PM, we will gather on Zoom to commence our fast together by praying the even-
ing service, hearing the chanting of the Book of Eikhah (Lamentations), and singing mournful songs that harken back to 
some of  the most somber moments in Jewish history.  
 
Then,  on Thursday, July 30th at 12PM, join Rabbi Eric Solomon for a special Zoom “Not Lunch and Learn” where we will 
study texts focusing on the sin of “baseless hatred”—how it led to the devastation of our people historically and, sadly, 
how it still raises its ugly head today.  
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Introducing the 2020-21 Sisterhood Board! 
 
We are pleased to present our new officers. Looking forward to a great year with these ladies and all our members! 
 
• President: Suzanne Zorn 
• VP Membership: Robin Talley 
• VP Programming: Genny Spiliopoulos 
• Co-VPs Fundraising: Eileen Shulman, Lynn Samberg 
• VP College Outreach: Marlene Langsam 
• Treasurer: Natalie Oren 
• Recording Secretary and Warm Up America Chair: Dara Finkelstein 
• Social Media/Communications Chair: Sara Schweiger 
• Sisterhood Shabbat Chair: Cathy Kaplan 
• Torah Fund Chair: Gail Sherman 
• Judaica Shop: *open position* 
 
We extend a warm thank you to last year's board as we welcome new and returning faces! We don't know what the 
coming year will hold in terms of in-person vs. virtual activities, so we are working to create a flexible set of 
programming plans. We look forward to a year of fun and Sisterhood, whatever that may look like!  
 
Wanted: New Judaica Shop Director 
 
Do you like pretty things? Are you tech savvy with an eye for design? Do you have experience in retail sales? How 
would you like to be our new Judaica shop director? 
 
Did you know that the Beth Meyer Judaica shop supports Sisterhood operations and the donations Sisterhood makes to 
worthy causes including the preschool, religious school, and youth programs? Unfortunately, our director had to step 
down, and we are looking for a creative and enthusiastic woman to take over this important role!  
 
In this volunteer position, you will peruse and procure Judaica items, set pricing, coordinate staffing, and help to create 
a new online presence for the shop. If this is up your alley, we'd love to hear from you! Please email Sisterhood 
president Suzanne Zorn at sjzorn@zdr.us for more information.  
 
Attention Parents of College Students 
 
Would your college undergrad like to receive Jewish holiday-themed care packages next school year? Marlene 
Langsam, our VP of College Outreach, will be sending two packages, at Rosh Hashanah and Purim. The kids will be 
home before Thanksgiving this year so Hanukkah boxes are not an option.  
 
These boxes are for undergraduate Beth Meyer members living on 
or near their college campus. Please send the following 
information to Marlene if your kids are interested: 
 
• Student’s name 
• Name of college 
• Complete mailing address 
• Email address 
• Graduation year 

 
Thank you! Contact Marlene at Langsammarlene@gmail.com or 
(919) 649-1796 if you have any questions. 

Sisterhood News—Sara Schweiger 

file:///C:/Users/justb_000/Downloads/sjzorn@zdr.us
mailto:Langsammarlene@gmail.com
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Seven Weeks of Sisterhood 
 
Although the COVID-19 pandemic has physically kept us apart, we would love to be with you virtually (via Zoom) this 
summer for Seven Weeks of Sisterhood. We are thrilled to showcase our fellow Sisterhood members in these 
wonderful presentations! The programs will run on seven consecutive Thursdays at 7:30PM beginning July 2 and will 
last approximately 45 minutes. Register for one or for all – we’ll be happy to “see” you!  
 
No cost, but registration is required. You can use the SignUp Genius to register for any or all of these wonderful classes!  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0444AAA82CA3FB6-seven 
 
Jewish Life Cycle Events (three dates in July). Study with Deborah Goldstein – awesome educator, BMS social action 
chairperson, and former BMS preschool teacher – in a series of three programs exploring the ritual and cultural 
customs associated with the following life cycle events: 
 

Birth (July 2). We all know about the bris, but do you know what a simhat bat is?  What is a wimple? Why is your 
mother-in-law upset when you want to put the nursery together ahead of time? Are there prayers that are said 
during labor/delivery or nursing? All these questions and more will be answered during this session with 
Deborah. 

 
Marriage (July 9). One of the first blessings said on the birth of a baby is, “…may he/she be brought to the 

chuppah….”  What are the requirements and customs related to this most wonderful event? 
 
Death (July 16). With special guest Bonnie Leach, who will be speaking about the Hevra Kadisha.  “Ashes to ashes, 

dust to dust…” We will all face death.  What does Judaism have to say about death and mourning? 
 

Wills: Don’t Leave This World Without One (July 23). Learn with Donna Cohen, an attorney who focuses on estate 
planning and estate administration, as she teaches us the ins and outs of wills and estate planning.  Whether you’re 28 
or 88, you probably should have a will! 
 
Tai Chi (July 30). Join Hebrew tutor extraordinaire and tai chi instructor, Sharon Mills, as she guides us through the 
calming, fluid movements of the ancient art of Tai Chi. All movements are slow and gentle. Participants should be 
wearing comfortable shoes and have a water bottle handy. You may want to have a chair nearby to use for balance or 
resting.  
 
Rugelach Rapture (August 6). Join our own star baker, Greta Schiffman, as she walks us through the steps to baking 
delicious rugelach. This will become your go-to gift for friends and family – if you can smuggle it out of your house 
uneaten!  
 
Blast from the Past (August 13). Catch up with former congregant, religious school teacher, Hebrew tutor and 
Sisterhood Vice President, Allison Checkoway, as she shares her own spiritual and energetic journey from conversion 
to developing a closer relationship with God while expanding her personal energy for happiness and self-fulfillment. 
There will be time to schmooze as well! 

Sisterhood News—continued 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0444AAA82CA3FB6-seven
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Sisterhood News—continued 

Warm Up America Project: July 14 at 7 pm 
 

We have three beautiful full-sized afghans and three sweet baby afghans ready 
to go when the weather cools off! 
 
For the rest of the summer, we are going to meet once a month, at 7 PM, on the 
second Tuesday of the month (July 14 and August 11). Weather (and pandemic) 
permitting, we will meet in the synagogue parking lot. Please bring camping/
folding chairs and face coverings.  
 
Our afghans are made of individually knitted or crocheted rectangles, each one 
measuring 7 inches by 9 inches. If you have crocheted or knitted rectangles that 

you'd like to contribute, please let us know and we will try to arrange pick-up or drop-off. Yarn donations are also 
welcome if you find any while cleaning out those closets! 
 
Contact Dara Finkelstein at dara.finkelstein@gmail.com if you have any questions. 
 
Torah Fund Cards 
 
In this time of social distancing, we are all seeking alternative ways to connect. For a small fee of $5, you can have a 
beautifully designed Torah Fund Card mailed to the recipient of your choice. Your friend or loved one gets a gorgeous 
card in the mail with your name on it, and the money goes to support higher Jewish education.  
 
The Torah Fund Campaign of Women's League for Conservative Judaism is the dedicated philanthropy of Women's 
League, its members, and its affiliated sisterhoods in Conservative congregations across North America. Torah Fund 
strengthens Jewish education by supporting scholarships and programming at Conservative/Masorti institutes of 
higher Jewish learning. 
  
Gail Sherman runs our Torah Fund Card program, and she can be reached at gsherman754@aol.com or (919) 264-
6037. 
  
Direct donations to the Torah Fund can be made by clicking here. Those donating at least $180 over the course of a 
year receive a commemorative pin. 

Youth Programs—Julia Snyder 

Our Youth Programs have slowed for the summer; however, as we move into 
Phase 2A and we begin the reopening process, Youth Programs is planning 
some fun summer activities. 
 
Check your emails and watch for more details coming throughout the 
summer. If you have suggestions of socially-distanced program ideas for our 
youth, feel free to reach out to Julia Snyder at programming@bethmeyer.org. 

mailto:dara.finkelstein@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/justb_000/Downloads/gsherman754@aol.com
https://secure2.convio.net/jts/site/Donation2?df_id=1481&1481.donation=form1
mailto:programming@bethmeyer.org
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Preschool News—Rebecca Krantz 

Registration for the new school year is open! The first day of 
our 2020-2021 term will be on August 26, 2020. This year, 
we will be offering the option for extended care. Families 
can sign up to drop off as early as 7:30am and pick up as late 
as 5:30pm.  Spots for these times are limited, so if you are 
looking for an extended day program, be sure to register 
soon. If you have any questions about registration or the 
preschool itself, please reach out to 
preschooldirector@bethmeyer.org.  

Help for the Farmworkers and Agricultural Workers—Social Action Committee 

NEW UPDATE: June 15, 2020 
 
What’s the difference between Farmworkers and Agricultural workers? 
 
Farmworkers are people who plant and harvest crops in fields. Farmworkers are a subset of a larger group called 
agricultural workers. Agricultural workers are people who work in chicken, hog or other meat processing plants as well 
as people who work on farms. North Carolina,  known for its chicken and hog processing plants, is a hotspot for COVID-
19. 
 
Farmworkers share small living spaces and travel together to go to work and run errands which makes it impossible to 
social distance from each other, also making it a hotspot of COVID-19. 
 
Beth Meyer Synagogue’s 14 year partnership with the Episcopal Farmworker Ministry (EFM) continues to help 
agricultural workers in Eastern North Carolina. Donations from synagogue members helped the EFM to reach its goal of 
$60,000 for an emergency fund to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. This fund provides financial aid to agricultural 
workers and their families. The fund provides money to buy much needed food for the community.  
 
On June 13, 2020, food was delivered to 230 families, one of many deliveries over the past three months to agricultural 
workers and their families.  
 
The needs are never ending as we all battle this COVID-19 marathon. 
 
Please consider making a monetary donation to the Episcopal Farmworkers Ministry online here. 

 
Checks can be mailed to the address below. Write 
“COVID-Beth Meyer Synagogue” in the memo line. 
 
Episcopal Farmworker Ministry 
2989 Easy St 
Dunn, NC 28334 
 
Any questions contact Alice Scher at 919-744-6870 
or aliceal@nc.rr.com. 

mailto:preschooldirector@bethmeyer.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013DuJZTz_x8EKlFaCy_w27bxNkxX6ewm_Qz9d2R2aZzAiyXhYoJLVaaDF512t7c5N4_GzuJrv9Mw8M2NIVPoAvD4A5p4tUpljp5LDdCH-F2M88XF5JRB7Sk5wZwqcl81R1zUhiOhkeqSzO9orQtSN1wTLxG8348SJ4DaUjcOWHbWNOuMvYsUV7g==&c=PGt7Gctv2OEhwEbVSUYlqPsdD8mSivCVNQVhmw
mailto:aliceal@nc.rr.com
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Mahzor Lev Shalem Fundraiser 

Our Mahzor Lev Shalem Fundraiser is ongoing. We are pleased to recognize Deborah Green, Sharon & Shalom Rokach 
and Shana Silverstein who contributed to the campaign last month. 
 
Support our congregation in purchasing the Conservative Movement’s newest High Holy Day prayer book—Mahzor Lev 
Shalem! This book represents the best of the Conservative movement and promises to be inspiring and relevant for 
years to come. 
 
• Please help Beth Meyer Synagogue raise the money needed to fill our sanctuary with 700+ new mahzorim! 
• For each $54 donation, a mahzor nameplate will be inscribed in honor of, or in memory of, your loved one and a 

card will be sent to the honoree or to the family of those memorialized. You can also make a general donation to 
support the fund. 

 

To find more information and make a donation, please visit https://bethmeyer.org/giving/mahzor-lev-shalem.  

Join your Beth Meyer family from 5:30-7:00pm with a Community Picnic to bring in Shabbat and celebrate 
Independence Day! 
  
Except while actively eating, congregants are required to wear face coverings. 
 
Please bring your own dairy/parve food and blanket/chairs. 
 
We will have 6ft distances marked for families to 
place their blankets/chairs. 
  
We are excited to celebrate with you! 

Friday, July 3 Shabbat Pre-Neg Picnic 

https://bethmeyer.org/giving/mahzor-lev-shalem
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COVID-19 Resources from the Rabbinical Assembly  
Sherry Shapiro, Chair Ritual Committee 
 
As we continue to observe and take seriously our state’s restrictions due to COVID, the Ritual Committee continues to 
review the guidelines from our Conservative Movement’s Rabbinical Assembly (RA).  The assembly has been active in 
its consideration of how to respond both to the COVID-19 pandemic.  In other words, how do we bring communities 
together in prayer, while adhering to halakhah (Jewish Law)?  They continue to update their responses, but in May they 
responded to streaming services on Shabbat and Yom Tov stating, 
 
"We are dealing with unprecedented challenges in providing the Jewish people with opportunities for communal 
prayer, celebrating lifecycle events and staying connected to Jewish life,” writes Rabbi Stewart Vogel, president of the 
Rabbinical Assembly (RA), the international association of Conservative and Masorti rabbis, to his colleagues. “We 
believe in the ability of our rabbis to face these challenges and want to provide you with resources to be able to do 
so.” Writing with him, Rabbi Jacob Blumenthal, the RA’s CEO, states, “Perhaps more than ever before, rabbis are being 
called upon for courageous leadership and vision to guide our communities through challenging times. As we anticipate 
that restrictions on communal prayer will probably last for many months, we encourage you to consider how to help 
your communities thrive during these times, rather than just survive." 
(https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/story/conservative-rabbis-rule-streaming-services-shabbat-and-yom-tov).   
 
As noted, we expect that we will be continuing to need to find creative ways to engage our community through the use 
of technologies.  The Rabbinical Assembly continues, “The Conservative movement values diverse practice, and expects 
and encourages each community to decide in partnership with their rabbi how they will use these technologies.”  As 
the CJLS (Committee on Jewish Law and Standards) continues to work on providing guidance for the High Holidays, 
below are some resources you may find informative and useful as we continue to create new ways to pray together 
and celebrate our Jewish traditions. 
 
Practical Resources 
 
Watch Now: Setting Up Your Computer for Shabbat and Yom Tov 

 

This video walks through the steps to making your computer Shabbat and Yom Tov friendly for streaming services. 

Resources for Families with Children  

Resources for Teachers & Students  

Prayers & Reflections—includes prayers for patience and restraint, for funerals from afar, for when there is no minyan 

to say kaddish, and many more. 

We remain grateful for our community that may help us feel less vulnerable, less anxious, more connected and cared 

for even though we may not be able to come face to face at this time. 

 

 

Ritual Committee—Sherry Shapiro 

https://www.nc.gov/covid19
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/story/conservative-rabbis-rule-streaming-services-shabbat-and-yom-tov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqSihsKfAzU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/resources-ideas/covid-19-resources/practical-resources
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/resources-ideas/covid-19-resources/practical-resources
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/resources-ideas/covid-19-resources/prayers-reflections
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Ritual Committee 
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Make a lasting impression… buy a brick in our pathway to the future… our 

Walkway of Honor. 
 

This is a perfect way to commemorate a  

special event, honor a special friend or family member,  

or remember a loved one. 

 

Pricing for the bricks includes engraving your personal message -  

three lines of up to seventeen characters per line. To get the discounted price, multiple bricks must be 

purchased and engraved at the same time. 

 

   One Brick                                                                      $100 Each 

   Two Bricks                                                                 $90 Each 

   Three Bricks                                                         $75 Each 

   Four Bricks                                                                $60 Each 

   Five or More Bricks                       $50 Each 

 

To place an order, complete the form below and return it to: 

Beth Meyer Synagogue, 504 Newton Road, Raleigh, NC  27615 

Please call the synagogue office with any questions. 

 

NAME:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

ADDRESS:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

CITY, STATE, ZIP:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Please print exactly as you would like your brick to read.  Spaces count as a character. 

                 

                 

                 

Total Number of Bricks Ordered _______  

Total Amount Enclosed _________ 
 

(A brick order will be placed once a month—please allow 8 weeks for engraving & installation.) 
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Yahrzeits 
 
1-Jul Bina Landau 
 Arthur Zamansky 
 Irwin Rothman 
2-Jul Jeanette Rabinowitz 
 Lorena Farley 
3-Jul Jeanette Slater 
 Howard Guld 
 Alan Becker 
 Ann Magarik Kaplan 
 Laura Drawas 
4-Jul Arie Elster 
 Lillian Dickman 
5-Jul Louis Goldstein 
 Arthur Marblestone 
 Ganya Rokach 
 Rae Berman 
 Gerald Powell 
6-Jul Lee Hessel 
 Naomi Kaplan 
 Peter Baumgarten 
7-Jul Roberta Oberhardt 
 Hannah Goldberg 
 Reba Dockins 
 Nettie Gage 
8-Jul Richard Duley 
 Jean Harris 
 Gilbert Lee Shugar 
 Solomon Rind 
9-Jul Eleanor Cohen Schwartz 
 Sara Kurlanzik 
 Betty Pekarsky 
10-Jul Fred Lebos 
11-Jul Marshall Effron 
 Betty Aronson 
 Israel Israelson 
 Bonnie Novick 
12-Jul Gabriel Salomon 
 Sarah Bernstein 
 Lawrence Kindler 
 Ray Lewin 
 Larry Mills 
 Bernard Karjala 
14-Jul Karen Sheriff 
 Joan Fein 
 David Rosenthal 
 David Mytelka 
 Lillian Fox 
 Peter Stein 
 Carol Langsam 
15-Jul Violet Honeyman 
 Irving Fruchter 
 Shirley Pizer Levine 
 Harold Frankel 
16-Jul Adam Stein 
 Leslie Steinberg 
 Ruth Kingberg 
 Mildred Weiner 
 Carol Ann Strauss 
17-Jul Anne Fisher Stern 
 Arthur Price 
 Helen Perlmutter 
 Sylvia Alperin 

18-Jul Leon Jablonover 
 Daniel Sands 
 Regina Fleischer 
19-Jul Morris Oberhardt 
20-Jul Gertrude Goldberg 
 Daniel Leviton 
21-Jul Olga Stark 
 Faye Eisen 
22-Jul Mark Dunn 
 Edward Deitch 
23-Jul Izaak Bader 
 Jehiel Israelson 
24-Jul Jay Figer 
 Paul Dembow 
 Gloria Bernstein 
 John Intile 
25-Jul Alfred Berger 
26-Jul Sarah Klaff 
27-Jul Ezra Meir 
28-Jul Vivian Lowy 
 Alex Stein 
 Jefferson Jacob Katims 
 Dara Shulman 
29-Jul Lucille Holland Dordick 
 Simon Gotlieb 
 Robert Weiner 
 Louis Sands 
30-Jul Sondra Kronick Traurig 
 Lois J. Pritzker 
 Kenneth Margolis 
 Hulda & Oskar Dallman 
31-Jul Manuel Fisher 
 Norman Cooperstein 
 Jerome Fox 
 Fay Dmiszewicki 
 Amnon Ruzi 
 Nelson Ostrinsky 
 Jesse Margulies 
 Ruth Koenig 
 

Birthdays 
 
1-Jul Adam Quittner 
 Jan Kirschbaum 
2-Jul Natalie Guld 
 Brian Weiss 
 Edward Neuwirth 
3-Jul Amy Bush 
 Joanne Lancin 
 Robin Talley 
4-Jul Edward Feldman 
 Frances Pensler 
6-Jul Hannah Mackler 
7-Jul Roberta Lang 
8-Jul Jesslyn Perlmutter 
 Barbara Goldstein 
 Zachary Wineburg 
9-Jul Jennifer Etkin 
10-Jul Richard Cristol 
 Susan Bach 
 Daniel Manners 
14-Jul William Stauffer 
15-Jul Amy Hollander 
 Phyllis Wolborsky 

16-Jul Sandi Bouchard 
 Marc Hirshenson 
 John Zaremba 
17-Jul Anne Teicher 
18-Jul Joyce Trzoniec 
19-Jul Courtney Raskob 
 Nancy Sosnik 
 Evan Schechtman 
22-Jul Marc Farber 
 Berhane Teferra 
23-Jul Stephen Sheriff 
 Scott Sheinbaum 
 Aubree Strickland 
 Seth Effron 
24-Jul Ivette Passiglia 
 Bette Gabel 
 Ellina Max 
25-Jul Phyllis Diehl 
 Whitney Clarke 
 Geraldine Deitz 
 Mildred Corwin 
 Jennifer Bell 
26-Jul Robin Dorfman 
 Louis Sands 
 Lillian Smalheiser 
 Phyllis Siegel 
 Barry Alexander 
27-Jul Rachel Bridgeman 
28-Jul Brian Doerfler 
 Lois Rabinowitz 
 Cindy Cadman 
29-Jul Jonathan Buxbaum 
 Beth Rossen 
 Lauren Postyn 
30-Jul Carol Feldman 
 Saul Schiffman 
 Claudia Kadis 
 Gail Sherman 
31-Jul Tamra Green 
 Elaine Gallo 
 Mor Kantor 

 

Anniversaries 
 
1-Jul Brian & Debbie Orol 
 Michael & Tracy Zimmerman 
2-Jul Gregory & Michelle Tayrose 
3-Jul Howard Shareff & Barbara Vosk 
 Sharon & Eric Moe 
 Michael & Jacqueline Powell 
5-Jul Arnold & Pamela Weksler 
 David & Jane Aksel 
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Anniversaries—continued 
 
7-Jul Stuart & LeeLee Appelson 
10-Jul Zakai Segal & Jorie Slodki 
11-Jul Adam & Lauren Postyn 
14-Jul Richard & Arian Burtman 
 Stuart & Sharon Schwartz 
18-Jul Michael & Virginie Rumsch 
23-Jul Roger Grissom & Lynn Mindel 
27-Jul Marissa & Matthew Griffith 
 Steven & Marcie Novick 
28-Jul Arlen & Sara Schweiger 
 Andrew & Brittany Pais 
 

Donations from May 16 —June 12, 2020 
 
Adult Education/Scholar in Residence  

• Adele & Martin Kaplan in memory of Adele's mother, Belle 
Lavine  

• Anita Adelson in memory of Iris Sapir 
  
Biblical Garden Fund  

• Susan & Mark Goldhaber in memory of Susan's father, 
David Moskowitz  

 
Burton & Michele Horwitz & Family Educational Endowment  

• Phillip Horwitz in memory of his mother, Dora Horwitz  
 
Etz Hayim Fund  

• JoAnn Pizer-Fox  in memory of her father, Selig Kousnetz  
 
Frances Pascher Kanof Adult Education Endowment  

• Melissa & Stuart Davidson in honor of Sharon Mills for 
helping Aaron become a bar mitzvah 

 
General Fund  

• May & Michael Markoff  in honor of the birth of their 
grandson, Michael David  

• Jerry Kushner in memory of his brother, Lester Kushner  

• Alan Aarons in memory of his father, Hillel Aarons  

• Yavneh: A Jewish Renewal Community in honor of Shavuot   

• Doris & Phillip Bush in memory of Doris' mother, Hedwig 
Hecht  

 
Hesed Fund 

• JoAnn Pizer-Fox  in memory of her sister, Carol Sterkin  

• Jasmine & Zachary Medoff with gratitude to Jamie & 
Michael Eliahu  

• Cathy & Rich Kaplan in honor of  the birth of Michael David 
Markoff 

• Dan Dembow in memory of his mother, Rose Dembow  

• Arlene Kanner & Marilyn Okrent in memory of our mother, 
Frances Goldberg  

 
Hevra Kadisha Fund  

• Ronni & Marvin Marblestone in memory of Iris Sapir  
 

Honey & Perry Levine Memorial Fund for Senior Programs  

• Harriet Schwartz in memory of her in-laws, Yetta & Sam 
Schwartz  

• Sue & Marc Finkel in memory of Iris Sapir, wife of Harvey 
Sapir 

 
Preschool Fund  

• Janis & John Zaremba in memory of Cordelia F. Ellis, mother 
of Denise Carson 

• Cheryl & Jon Isley in memory of  Iris Sapir, wife of Harvey 
Sapir 

• Anita Adelson in memory of Iris Sapir  

• Jim & Brian Doerfler in honor of the birth of Hailey Krantz 

• Jane & Arthur Rosenberg in memory of Iris Sapir  

• The Rubino Family in honor of Hailey Mara Krantz  
 
Rabbi Eric's Discretionary Fund 

• Renee & Steve Hammel in memory of Steve's brother, Lee 
Hammel  

• Renee & Steve Hammel in memory of Steve's father, Simon 
Ehrlich Hammel  

• Liliane Himmel in memory of her mother, Esther Perez  

• Joan Sachs    

• Harvey Sapir in memory of Iris Sapir 
  
Rabbi Jenny's Discretionary Fund  

• Cassandra Willis in honor of the Feast of Pentecost  

• Murray Galper in memory of his mother, Mildred Galper 
 
Religious School  

• Jodi Stern in memory of  her brother, Eric Faden  
 
Ronald Bidwell and Betty Mandel Operating Endowment  

• Barbara & Jeff Margolis in memory of Barbara's sister, 
Marilyn Lois Buchholz  

 
Teen Tzedakah Giving Fund  

• Phyllis Diehl in memory of Iris Sapir  

• Phyllis Diehl in memory of Mabel Sharbanee  
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B’nai Mitzvah • Wedding Receptions • Milestone 
Birthdays • Celebration of Life 

 

Embassy Suites Brier Creek 
8001 Arco Corporate Drive  
Raleigh, NC 27617 
919.957.6952 
Devon.Schumann@Hilton.com 
 

RaleighDurhamAirportBrierCreek.EmbassySuites.com When You Mention This Ad 
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July 2020 Beth Meyer Synagogue  
*tentative online offerings* 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
June 28 
 

 

June 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 30 
 

 
 

 

July 1 
 
 

Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Daf Yomi 
Discussion 7:30p 
 

July 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seven Weeks of 
Sisterhood 7:30p 

July 3 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Summer Shabbat 
Picnic on the Lawn 
5:30p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 
 

Candle lighting 
8:12p 
 

July 4 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Havdalah 9:12p 

5 
 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 
 
 

 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exec Bd Mtg 7:00p 

8 
 
 

Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Daf Yomi 
Discussion 7:30p 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seven Weeks of 
Sisterhood 7:30p 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 
 

Candle lighting 
8:10p 

11 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Havdalah 9:09p 

12 
 
Minyan 9:00a 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Caregivers’ 
Support Group 
7:00p 

15 
 
 

Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 
 
 
Minyan 7:00p 
 

Daf Yomi 
Discussion 7:30p 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seven Weeks of 
Sisterhood 7:30p 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 
 

Candle lighting 
8:06p 
 

18 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Havdalah 9:05p 

19 
 
 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 
 
 

 

20 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Daf Yomi 
Discussion 7:30p 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seven Weeks of 
Sisterhood 7:30p 

24 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Candle lighting 
8:00p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 
 

25 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Havdalah 8:59p 

26 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 

 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

 
 
 

 

29 
 

Erev Tish’ah B’Av 
 

Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Daf Yomi Discussion 
7:30p 
 

Tish’ah B’Av 
Commemoration 
9:00p 

30 
 

Tish’ah B’Av 
 
 
 
 
 
Seven Weeks of 
Sisterhood 7:30p 
 
 

31 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Candle lighting 
7:53p 

 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 
 

Aug 1 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 
 
 
 
 
Havdalah 8:52p 



 

“The world rests on three things: Torah, Prayer, and Acts of Lovingkindness.”  
- Pirkei Avot 

 
Beth Meyer Synagogue is a holy community rooted in these sacred principles--- 
 

• Torah: We study the Torah to refine our souls and become more moral human beings. 

• Avodah: We pray with heartfelt intention and seek ever greater ways to connect with God. 

• Gemilut Hasadim: We care for each other in times of need and celebrate with each other in times of 
joy. We act to make the world a better place---here in Raleigh, in America, in Israel, and throughout 
the world. 

504 Newton Road 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
Office: 919-848-1420 
School: 919-848-8111 

Email: office@bethmeyer.org 
Web: www.bethmeyer.org 


