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Sisterhood is thrilled to have made donations this year to
Wake UP and Read (to buy new books for disadvantaged
youth), Kramer Religious School (to send teachers to
NewCAJE — the premier professional development
conference for Jewish educators), Beth Meyer Preschool
(sets of large outdoor building blocks to enhance
opportunities for creative play), and the JCC (need-based
camp scholarships). Thank you to all our Sisterhood
members and to all who supported our Mishloah Manot
project, which provided the funds to do this! 

Beth Meyer Synagogue extends a warm welcome to the
following individuals and families who recently joined our
congregation. 
 
Vesta and Kristoffer Svendsen live in Cary with their
three children: Ziggy, Atlas and Artemis Chaya. Vesta is a
stay-at-home parent and Kristoffer is a professor of law.

Judy and Jeff Miller live in Youngsville. Judy is a retired
superintendent of schools and Jeff is a therapist and
LCSW.

the ways Beth Meyer Synagogue encourages and supports
a lifelong journey of Jewish education. You’ll read about
why you should stop waiting around for the North Regional
Library to open and stop in the synagogue library instead,
find out how four Beth Meyer teens performed at a national
Bible contest, meet Sharon Mills — one of our b-mitzvah
tutors and a Hebrew language instructor, learn which study
group is right for you, and more. We hope you are inspired
to enroll in one or more of our educational offerings. Keep
your eyes peeled for the Adult Engagement and Experiences
catalogue at the end of summer. Happy reading! 

OUR SHUL >

SISTERHOOD
DONATIONS FOR
JEWISH CAUSES
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AROUND THE SHULNEWS

COMMUNITY >

TORAH, TORAH,
TORAH!

by Lauren Isaacs,  Communications Manager
laureni@bethmeyer.org

Beth Meyer Synagogue is
rooted in three sacred
principles, one of which is
Torah: We study the Torah to
refine our souls and become
more moral human beings.
From Beth Meyer Preschool
through adult education
opportunities (yes, there is
study beyond b-mitzvah!), in
this summer edition of
HaMaggid, we’re exploring all 

THIS ISSUE >

by Julie Z. Russo, Sisterhood Communications 
julie.russo7@gmail.com
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This Summer
a selection of what to do & where to go

for a complete list of shul services and events, and to register, visit bethmeyer.org/calendar

Summer Schmooze
Sunday, August 21
It’s time to go back to school and back to shul! Current, new and prospective members are invited
to learn about our programs and activities for the upcoming year. Hang out in the courtyard and
schmooze with friends, attend the Kramer Religious School Open House, visit the Libi Eir Mikveh,
and learn about all the great opportunities to connect with our community.

THIS SUMMER

Aug.
21

AROUND THE SHUL

Thursday, July 14, 12:30-1 p.m., virtual
In partnership with IJS, join Rabbi Dr. Jenny Solomon as she presents a live, short teaching and a
guided meditation sit afterward. All are welcome. No experience necessary.

Institute for Jewish Spirituality (IJS)
MeditationJuly

14

Aug.
TBD

TBD, Zoom
Led by skilled facilitators from Resetting the Table, this Town Square provides a unique opportunity
to engage in honest, direct conversation across differences in backgrounds and views. Participants
will choose a topic to discuss, such as: roles and responsibilities of American Jews vis-a-vis Israel
and antisemitism in America. 

Resetting the Table Town Square

Welcome Back Kab Shab
Friday, August 26, 6:30 p.m.
Join us as we welcome Shabbat together with a musical service, led by Rabbis Eric and Jenny
Solomon. We’ll gather together after services for a festive oneg in the courtyard. Also following
services, families with middle and high school students are invited to join us for Shabbat Dinner
(reservation required) to learn about our Kadima and USY programs for the coming year.

Aug.
26
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Monday, August 8, 12:30-1 p.m., virtual
In partnership with IJS, join Rabbi Dr. Jenny Solomon as she presents a live, short teaching and a
guided meditation sit afterward. All are welcome. No experience necessary.

Shabbat and Sunday, Beit Am and Chapel, respectively
Tish'ah B'Av is the saddest day on the Jewish calendar, on which we fast, deprive ourselves, pray,
and mark the destruction of both Solomon’s Temple by the Neo-Babylonian Empire and the Second
Temple by the Roman Empire in Jerusalem. On August 6, we’ll gather in the Beit Am at 9 p.m. for a
service and program, including the traditional chanting from the book of Eicha/Lamentations. We
traditionally sit on the floor in a dim room, so bring your flashlights. Chairs will be available.
The next morning, join us for a Tish'ah B'Av Sunday minyan at 9 a.m. in the Chapel. That service will
include Torah and Haftarah readings, as well as selections from Eicha. 

IJS Meditation
Aug.

8

Aug.
6 & 7

Tish'ah B'Av Evening Service & Minyan

http://bethmeyer.org/calendar
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/kadima--usy-family-shabbat-dinner.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/tisha-bav-sunday-minyan.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/tisha-bav-sunday-minyan.html


“My favorite piece of Torah this year (or any
year) is the story of Tamar and Judah (Genesis
chapter 38). It’s a wonderful story that shows a
named woman (a rarity in Torah) who has agency
and speaks up for herself. It is also one of the
few places in Torah where a man admits that he
was wrong.” -Ellen Adelman

ordinary (if sacred) objects. Wood and copper pots, forks,
and scoops are all things we would find in any kitchen store.
It’s very relatable.” -Analemma McKee

“My favorite piece of Torah that I have
chanted recently was from Parashat Vayakhel,
Exodus 38:1-7. I tend to picture ancient times
as colorless and completely foreign and
unfamiliar, but this is a vivid description of 

“Exodus 35:1-38:20. G-d commended ‘Everyone whose heart so moves him shall bring gifts
for the Lord-….’ These gifts are the materials to be used to build the Sanctuary. The
community responded with more than was needed, but everyone contributed. We
sometimes take for granted a special gift that God has given us. When asked, we should
contribute what we can whether a special skill or anything that is needed to help our
community.” -Anita Adelson 

Sch“musings”

We asked congregants:
“What's been your favorite
piece of Torah this year and
why?”

AROUND THE SHULSCHMUSINGS AND MEET THE STAFF

If there is one book or movie that you would recommend everyone
read/see, what is it? 
Doubling up, I will recommend both versions of Jurassic Park — the book
and the movie.

Cat person or dog person? 
Both/everything person! I love all animals and currently have cats, a dog,
and a crested gecko. In the past we have had everything from bunnies and
chinchillas to tarantulas and anoles. My mammaw’s favorite thing to tell
people about me was that “Britt loves all God’s creatures.”

If we see you at a local restaurant, what type of cuisine is it likely to be? 
Mexican 

Do you have an interesting skill or hobby? 
Hobby: I collect Tamagotchi virtual pets. My latest pick up is the Sanrio
crossover Tamagotchi Smart (in fact, if you see me around with a smart
watch/step tracker on, its probably a Tamagotchi!). 

Skill: I like to think I am pretty good at cutting and
coloring hair. I take care of my own hair, my
partner’s hair, and quite a few of our friends’ hair
too! I grew up with my family doing my hair so its a
tradition, tons of fun, and a cost saver too.

What is something you like about the Beth Meyer
community? 
I love how open, welcoming, and inclusive it is.

We are excited to welcome Britt Stamey as our new Religious School Assistant. She is excited to work in the local Jewish
community and we know she will be an amazing addition to our team! Read on to learn a bit more about Britt. 

MEET THE STAFF
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the next level and enroll in Beth Meyer’s adult b-mitzvah
course. Over the course of two years, she learned the
essentials of our faith, and, together with new and old friends,
she became a Bat Mitzvah at the age of 42. Not only did that
experience bring Graham closer to Judaism, but it also
inspired our sons, Jake and Luke, who became b-mitzvah 
soon after. 

No matter your level of faith or involvement with Judaism, I
strongly encourage you to seek out continued Jewish
education. This can come in the form of critically reading the
Torah portions at services, having your child teach you what
they learned in Religious School, or forming a Jewish book club
with friends. If you’re interested in something more intensive,
might I suggest one of Beth Meyer’s many adult learning
classes (all of which can be found on the Beth Meyer website),
where you can strengthen your understanding of Jewish
tradition, history, spirituality and more. You may even find
unexpected benefits, such as making new friends or gaining a
new outlook on the world. Lifelong learning has benefitted me
and my family, and I am sure it can benefit you as well. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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NEVER STOP SEEKING
As we all know, learning does not end when you leave school.
Every day brings new opportunities to learn, from a random,
fun fact to an important life lesson. Obtaining post-graduate
degrees seems to be more common than ever, and there are
seemingly a million online classes for every topic one can
imagine. However, for many folks, Jewish education often
ends after graduation from religious school. 

One of the hallmarks of Judaism is a commitment to
education and lifelong learning. Judaism is not a static
religion — its laws and texts are supposed to be read,
interpreted, discussed, and litigated ad nauseum. Jewish men
used to spend their days studying the Torah, searching for
meaning they had yet to discover. Times have changed since
those days, but achieving lifelong Jewish education is still
attainable.  

My wife, Graham, is a prime example. Raised a devout
Catholic, she grew attracted to Judaism for its openness to
questioning dogma. More than a decade after her conversion
to Judaism, Graham decided to take her Jewish learning to

by Keith Satisky,  President
ksatisky@satiskysilverstein.com

“Rabbi Hillel says
...do not say
‘When I am free I
will study,’ for
perhaps you will
not become free.”
– Pirkei Avot 2:6 

mailto:ksatisky@satiskysilverstein.com


by Rabbi Dr.  Jenny Solomon, jsolomon@bethmeyer.org

On a recent Shabbat morning at Beth Meyer,
we celebrated an adult bat mitzvah, new
adult Torah readers, and a fabulous post-bar
mitzvah teen who returned to chant Torah
nearly a year after he became a bar mitzvah
during a more restrictive phase of COVID.
To be honest, it was a rabbi’s dream come
true; Torah was radiating from the scroll to
the hearts and minds of our congregation. 

Our Torah readers chanted: “You shall not
pick your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen
fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them
for the poor and the stranger.” And “You
shall not insult the deaf, or place a stumbling
block before the blind.” Finally, “The
strangers who reside with you shall be to
you as your citizens; you shall love each one

as yourself, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt.” There was so much
joy and nahas (pride) as we heard these
words chanted, and we were reminded
of our people’s eternal wisdom and call
for high moral standards. 

At the same time, we were reminded
that these beloved verses are
surrounded by verses describing sexual
prohibitions, which for many of us, are
painful to hear. These verses do not
align with our values and, in some cases,
directly contradict what we know to be
true and just. How do we square the
treasured parts of our Torah with the
ones we consider difficult, troubling, and
morally problematic? As I heard some of 

RABBI’S MESSAGE

“How do we
square the
treasured parts of
our Torah with
the ones we
consider difficult,
troubling, and
morally
problematic?”

The Confusing Crossroad Between
Ancient Texts and Modern Readers
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grateful that in our Jewish community,
these sorts of opinions are not only
tolerated, they are encouraged. 

Our nation’s Founding Fathers, whose
contributions were many, were also
marked by moral failings: slavery,
adultery, racism, and misogyny. We
cannot justify or excuse these failings,
but we can observe the ways in which
their efforts helped our country outgrow
the moral limitations of their time and to
set in motion principles that eventually
brought greater liberation and equality
to the citizens of our country. So too, our
Torah is an ancient document reflecting
what our ancestors thought was wisdom.

Much of it, we judge today, is wisdom
that is profound, sublime, and eternal.
But some parts of the Torah are not
reflective of what we have come to
understand as moral or spiritual. The
Torah reflects our people’s encounter
with God, but that encounter did not end
with them. It continues with us. And each
one of us is endowed with the mitzvah to
engage with the Torah on our own terms.
To wrestle with it. Interpret it. And, yes,
even disagree with it. 

I marvel at the way we continue, over
space and time, to mine the text for its
wisdom and to courageously use Torah
values to argue with other Torah
principles. The conflict between
“tradition” and modernity is not new. As
our ethics evolve, some of the Torahs
laws and precepts will be left on the
books, but left behind as relics of a
different age with a different — and to
our minds problematic — worldview. 

One day, our own “enlightened” views
will likely be outmoded. But I pray that
our descendants will feel bound not by
our imperfect words, but by the robust
spiritual tradition which calls us, from
within our limited perspective, to give
voice to the Torah’s great teachings. 

these verses chanted aloud in our holy
sanctuary, I will be honest with you — I felt
deeply uncomfortable. I secretly hoped the
Torah readers would speed past these
archaic laws and get back to the “good
stuff.” Alas, that is not how the Torah
works. 

As Conservative Jews we are committed to
engaging with the whole Torah, as we have
received it. But much like the Constitution
of the United States, which we also hold
dear yet continue to amend, ongoing
interpretation of the Torah is part and
parcel of Jewish living and learning. Just as
the ancient rabbis added their voices to
their understanding and re-understanding
of the Torah, we add ours. Sometimes, this
means outright disagreement with the
Torah’s precepts.

For example, we no longer stone rebellious
children, kill those who violate Shabbat, or
make a woman suspected of adultery drink
from a magic elixir to determine whether
she is innocent (sotah). We also no longer
condemn anyone in our community for
loving and having a sexual relationship with
anyone else — regardless of gender or sex.
To quote “Rabbi” Lin Manuel-Miranda,
“Love is love is love is love.”   

As a Beth Meyer family, we stand on the
shoulders of generations of other Jews
who boldly read from the Torah, stretched
to understanding its myriad meanings, and
added their own commentaries. When we
say, “two Jews, three opinions,” we mean it! 

And when we hear you disagree with the
Torah commentaries that we bring on
Shabbat morning or in our classes, our
hearts leap with joy. Our willingness to
take issue with the Torah is a sign that we
care. It’s a demonstration of sincere
encounter. Sometimes I even wonder if the
Torah’s most problematic verses are there
precisely to give us the chance to say, “No!
That cannot be how we build a holy society.
That cannot be what God asks of us.” I am

RABBI’S MESSAGE
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“I secretly hoped
the Torah readers
would speed past
these archaic
laws and get
back to the ‘good
stuff.’”



Adult Books
3818

Children's Books
626

Teen Books
613

Media
199

TOP 10 THINGS
YOU DIDN’T
KNOW ABOUT
OUR LIBRARY

1
W E ' V E  G O T  H I S T O R Y
The library is as old as our congregation at 147
years. Its roots trace back to the West Johnson
street location.

2
V O L U N T E E R  L E D
Our library is completely cared for and curated
by a long-time group of dedicated volunteers
including Rita Gerber, Denise Friedrich, Norma
Zendels, Betty Mandel and Vivian Presnick — a
crew of retired librarians and teachers, and
overall book lovers.

3
C O M M U N I T Y  R E A C H
Our library has reach beyond the Beth
Meyer community. Local journalists have
used our collection to research stories, as
well as people interested in converting to
Judaism.

4
C O L L E C T I O N
The library has over 5,000 books! Our collection
contains both books about Judaism and books by
Jewish authors. 

5
C O O K B O O K S
The library has a lovely collection of cookbooks to
inspire your next holiday meal or even your next
Shabbat dinner. 

Everyone knows that Beth Meyer has a library, but few of
us truly know the treasure that lies beyond those doors in
the lobby of the Satisky building. Here are ten things you
may not know about the library (but you should).

by Lauren Isaacs

What will you 
read this 
summer?
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C H I L D R E N  A N D  T E E N  S E C T I O N S
The shelves include graphic novels and
youth adult series that will sure to entertain
your kids this summer and beyond. 

B A N N E D  B O O K S  A R E
W E L C O M E  H E R E
Our library is proud to have the Maus book
series, a Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic
novel that a school board in Tennessee
recently banned, in its collection.

B O O K  P L A T E S
Donated books get a beautifully illustrated
bookplates in the inside cover — depicting
our synagogue and various other
illustrations. How many different
bookplates can you find in our collection?

8

6

9

H O L I D A Y  D I S P L A Y S
Each holiday the team of volunteers
handpicks selections to immerse you and
your family in stories, history, study and
reflection.

T H E  F U T U R E  I S  B R I G H T
Our collection continues to grow and adapt.
Plans are underway to move indexing from
card catalog to a barcode system.

7

10

1 0     |     H A M A G G I D



Rabbi Eric also makes special visits to the preschool twice
per month to discuss important Jewish traditions. He might
bring a tallis to show off to our students or teach them why
there are mezuzot on all our doors. Our Rabbis also
collaborate with preschool staff to plan holiday events, such
as story time in the sukkah or a Shavuot ice cream party. 

Lifelong learning may begin with the young students in our
preschool community, but our school also extends its reach
beyond the early years. The parents of our families also
engage in Jewish learning as they talk with their children,
participate in school events, and read school
communications. In this way, Jewish learning becomes a
never-ending circle. Older generations instill the important
of Jewish learning in their children and grandchildren by
sending them to Beth Meyer Preschool while, in turn, the
children encourage continued learning and traditions at
home by discussing what they are learning in class and
inviting family members to school activities. Thus, Beth
Meyer Preschool, along with the religious school, adult
learning programs, and more helps fulfill the entirety of the
Jewish learning lifecycle here at Beth Meyer Synagogue.  

We are all in a constant state of learning. Just by observing
and interacting with the world around us, we are gathering
new information, forming connections, and thinking
critically. When it comes to Jewish life, this ongoing learning
is tied to our traditions and values, and is a vital part of the
Beth Meyer community.  

Here at Beth Meyer, our youngest learners are served by
Beth Meyer Preschool. Children ages one through five
explore their Jewish identity in developmentally
appropriate ways. We believe children learn best through
hands-on exploration and play. Additionally, we want our
young children to come to see Judaism as part of their daily
lives in all aspects, not as a separate subject to be
occasionally studied.   

With this in mind, our Jewish learning is integrated
throughout everything we do. All year long, our dramatic
play centers have the fixings for pretend Shabbat, our
classroom libraries have books with Jewish themes, and
Hebrew posters can be found in every room. As we move
through the year, additional materials and projects are
incorporated for each Jewish holiday. We have toy apples,
honey, and round challah in our play kitchens on Rosh
Hashanah; we build huts with our blocks on Sukkot; we
march around with plush Torah scrolls on Simhat Torah; we
craft hanukkiyot on Hanukkah, and much more!  

Our school is also proud to offer extra enrichment activities
each week to further support early Jewish education. Each
class attends art twice per week, and when Jewish holidays
come around, they are always creating something special.
For example, all our students went home with matzah
covers for Passover. We also have our music specialist,
Morah Karen, visiting classrooms twice per week to sing
some fun tunes that are both Jewish and secular. There is
also much excitement in our little school when the Rabbis
come to visit. Each week, Rabbi Jenny leads the whole
school in Shabbat celebration. Our children sing and dance
along to their favorite Shabbat tunes, and family members
often join us to create a full community of joy.  

Lifelong Jewish Learning Begins at
Beth Meyer Preschool

by Rebecca Krantz,  Preschool Director
preschool@bethmeyer.org
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“The world is sustained
by the breath of
children studying in the
preschool.” 
                      -Talmud 

E D U C A T O R ’ S  M E S S A G E
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Today’s Religious School: Torah and
Hebrew, But Also Life Skills and Community

MIDDLE SCHOOL
We believe meaningful, deep Jewish education is grounded
in the study of Torah. We start with Bible stories and then
move to text study in the older grades. Once students are in
middle school, they participate in a weekly study of the
parsha, facilitated by a rotating group of classroom teachers
and congregants. By offering a variety of viewpoints and
methods of study, we help students develop a deep
connection to Torah. They learn to approach the text in a
way that makes it relevant to their daily lives. When parents 

Registration for the 
2022-23 school year at 

Kramer Religious School is open! 
 

Plans are underway for a year of deep
learning, innovative classroom experiences,

and joyful connection. BMS members with
students in PreK through 8th grade can

register through ShulCloud at
bethmeyer.org/school_enrollment.php. High

school information will be shared later in the
summer. Not a BMS member, but interested

in our school community? Contact Cathy
Kaplan at cathyk@bethmeyer.org.

by Cathy Kaplan, Director of Religious School &
Family Programs, cathyk@bethmeyer.org

When we use the phrase “lifelong learning” we are often
referring to educational experiences for adults. Those
experiences are important and valuable. But learning
begins in childhood, with first words, first steps, and in a
Jewish home, first Jewish experiences. At Kramer Religious
School, we build on the foundations that parents have
already put in place for their children. We are a
supplementary school, which means everything we do is
designed to be in partnership with family experiences,
wherever a family may be on their Jewish journey. 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN
One of the first opportunities we offer families is our Yad
B’Yad program. This parent-and-me program for pre-
kindergarten students offers families a chance to gather
monthly for age-appropriate activities centered on Jewish
holidays. Not only do the children get to enjoy crafts, music
and often yummy snacks, parents also benefit from the
connections to other families. This group loves David
Melekh Yisrael with all the hand motions and they do it at
super-human speed! 

E D U C A T O R ’ S  M E S S A G E
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ELEMENTARY
We connect students to Jewish ritual through classroom
activities and weekly age-appropriate tefillah (prayer). As
students move through our program, we incorporate ritual
life skills so that all students will be able to fully participate
in tefillah and celebration, both in the synagogue and in
their homes. Our elementary students learn the blessings
for Shabbat, Havdalah, and they rock the Four Questions,
but hands-on crafts often take center stage. We are
grateful for our art closet because it stores everything we
need to make Shabbat boxes, Havdalah kits, omer counters,
and more. There’s a lot of glitter glue involved.  

“To defend a country, you need an army. But
to defend an identity, you need a school.”
-Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

http://bethmeyer.org/school_enrollment.php
mailto:cathyk@bethmeyer.org
mailto:cathyk@bethmeyer.org


Beth RossenIlena Ryzoff

We asked two parents of Kramer Religious School
students: “If you attended Hebrew/Religious school
as a child, what would you say is the biggest
difference between your experience and what we
offer our students today?” Here’s how they answered:

Ilena: Our students are taught to review, interpret, and
compare what they are learning to things going on
today to make it more relevant as well as mean
something more to them; something that they may
have a personal interest in. The tutoring offered for b-
mitzvah at Beth Meyer is significantly better than my
taped recording that I played over and over again
hoping I would retain any of it. Because I wasn’t taught
the individual trope, I have no ability to do any
additional readings, nor do I remember my actual
haftarah. 

Beth: There are a few major differences that we see
between our religious school experiences and that of
our children. One is the project-based learning that
happens from third to eighth grade. When we were in
religious school, our instruction was still mostly guided
from a textbook with questions and responses, and no
real world application. Additionally, the students are
encouraged to be critical thinkers — analyzing both
Torah in upper elementary and more complex topics
through middle and high school discussions. Finally, the
individualized Hebrew instruction at the middle school
level is different. We love that students pace
themselves as they work through the prayers.
Additionally, they are encouraged to work with a
partner to support their learning. The high school
program is also something very different from our
education experiences. We love that the courses
offered are topical and relevant in today’s world and
give our children a Jewish context for modern issues.
The opportunity to serve as a madrikhah is a special
opportunity for teens to be role models and show that
Jewish learning continues past b-mitzvah.

are asked why they send their children to religious school, a
common answer is that they hope their children will develop
a strong Jewish identity. Learning about the leaders of our
past will help our students become the Jewish leaders of 
the future. 

HIGH SCHOOL
Jewish education doesn’t stop at b-mitzvah and many
students participate in our high school program. While there
are options to continue Torah study and dive into a bit of
Talmud, students also explore the world of Jewish art and
music, learn basic Yiddish, or use creative writing to develop
their Jewish identities. The upcoming year will include a
leadership course and service opportunities. Many of our
amazing high school students work in our school and the
younger children love having them around.  
 
Everything we do is interwoven with ethics and mitzvot. We
are a supplementary school, but we are first and foremost a
community. Our Jewish values guide how we treat each
other, how we interact with the larger community, and how
we connect with the world.  

Religious School 2.0:Religious School 2.0:Religious School 2.0:
It's Different Now!It's Different Now!It's Different Now!
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Beth Meyer Teens
Compete in a Biblical
Brain Battle

A small, but mighty, team consisting of Charlotte Leach,
Sofia Stambler, and Evan and Talia Weinstein began
preparing in September, studying and taking quizzes every
week on details from segments of Genesis, 1 Kings, and
Psalms. They answered questions such as, “How old was
Abraham when he died?” and “What was Jehoshaphat’s
mother’s name?” During the year, the students took three
qualifying regional exams. Based on their scores, the entire
team was invited to compete at the national level of the
Chidon HaTanach (Bible Contest) on May 1 in New York.
These students did an outstanding job studying and
representing Beth Meyer Synagogue as national finalists! 
 
While it was simply amazing to watch kids from a small team
in Raleigh, NC, take top places on the stage in their division
— in a contest that is usually dominated by kids from Jewish
day schools in places like NY and NJ — there is also
something more significant that they have hopefully gained
from their participation. 

During the closing ceremonies, high school senior Ariella
Fohrman, a contestant for the last six years in the Chidon,
spoke about her experience competing and what it meant to
her. She noted that contestants share an “infectious love for
Torah” and are united by their desire to learn more. Ariella’s
yearning to learn and to make the Torah “her own” helped
her to form a deep and enduring connection to Torah and to
God. After she aged out of the competition last year, she set
out on a mission to continue to read and learn the entire
Tanakh, which she completed a few months ago. She found
that the parts she had studied over the years for Chidon had
stayed with her, and that she remembered those parts
surprisingly accurately. Ariella shared, “Now, as I learn, my
heart always skips a beat when I get to a part that I learned
for Chidon.” She credits the Chidon for that passion for
learning Tanakh.                                                  

by Heather Weinstein,  Beth Meyer Synagogue Chidon
Coach, heather_weinstein@yahoo.com

Above: Evan Weinstein, Talia Weinstein, Charlotte Leach, and Sofia Stambler
compete at the Chidon HaTanach held on May 1. 

Mazal tov to the following

students for their dynamite

performance in the High School

English Division at the national

Chidon HaTanach (Bible Contest) : 

 

Talia Weinstein — Second Place

Sofia Stambler — Third Place

Charlotte Leach — Fifth Place

Evan Weinstein — Sixth Place
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For the past three years I have been
studying with Heather, and I have enjoyed
reading all of the stories that make up the
Tanakh. I guess I never imagined how fun it

would be to learn all of the details of the
books. I also feel more comfortable with

digging into the details and looking things up
that I am not familiar with. Who would have

thought that I would be spending time
studying Jewish texts and liking it so much?

-Charlotte Leach 

1. How old was Avram when he left Haran?
a) 85
b) 105
c) 75
d) 601

2. Who of the following was not one of
Leah’s sons?
a) Levi
b) Naphtali
c) Issachar
d) Simeon

3. To whom was it said: “I am going the way
of all the earth; be strong and show
yourself a man.”
a) Nathan
b) Adonijah
c) Solomon
d) David

4. What did the Queen of Sheba bring to
Solomon?
a) Ivory, monkeys, and parrots
b) Spices, a great quantity of gold, and precious
stones
c) Coral trees
d) All of the above

5. To what/whom does the Psalmist in 127
compare “arrows in the hand of a warrior”?
a) You who toil for the bread you eat
b) The upright in heart
c) Sons born to a man in his youth
d) The throne of David

Answers: 1. C|2. B|3. C|4. B|5. C

Below: Talia Weinstein received a Second Place certificate and Sofia Stambler received a Third
Place certificate in the High School English Division of the Chidon HaTanach .

Chidon HaTanach is the ultimate Jewish
trivia game that makes the oldest book
in the world entertaining and engaging.
Test your Tanakh knowledge below and
check your answers against the key at
the bottom of this page!

After the closing ceremonies, as our Beth Meyer Synagogue team lined up in
front of the stage to take a picture, Rabbi Dovi Nadel (the contest coordinator)
came over to congratulate them and said that “it wouldn’t be a Chidon without
you here.” Our team has definitely (yet again) put Raleigh on the map. 
  
Next year’s material will include selections from Exodus and 2 Kings. Please
contact me if you have a student in middle school or high school who would like
to participate. We meet for 30 minutes every Sunday morning at 10 a.m.,
beginning in the fall. Keep your eyes on the religious school email for the date
of our info session. 
 
For more information about Chidon HaTanach, visit chidonusa.wordpress.com. 

http://chidonusa.wordpress.com/


We caught up with Sharon Mills, Beth Meyer congregant, teacher, and tutor. Sharon Mills
is a long-time member of Beth Meyer Synagogue. She has been teaching Hebrew to adults
for more than 10 years, and loves sharing her knowledge with, and learning from, her
students. She is also a b-mitzvah tutor at Beth Meyer. When not teaching Hebrew, she
teaches Tai Chi to adults at various sites in Raleigh.

by Lauren Isaacs,  Communications Manager
laureni@bethmeyer.org

Who is Wise? She Who Learns 

     How did you get started teaching at Beth Meyer? 
I grew up learning to read Hebrew in my Reform temple in Wilmington, DE. I learned to leyn (chant) Torah and Haftarah
as an adult at Beth Meyer and became a regular reader. Two friends of mine separately approached me about teaching
them to read Hebrew. So, I taught them individually, and then eventually started teaching adult classes, including basic
Hebrew reading and chanting Torah. When my son was ready to begin preparing to become a bar mitzvah, I tutored
him; this was followed very quickly by teaching b-mitzvah students in the religious school.    

Above: Sharon Mills tutoring Eli Gartenberg in preparation for b-mitzvah.
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From Every Person*

*This headline is a nod to Pirkei Avot 4:1, “Ben Zoma says: ‘Who is wise? He who learns from every person.’”
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      Why is it important to learn Hebrew? 
Hebrew is the language that connects us
across time and space. Across time — the
Jewish people have been using Hebrew
as sacred text for thousands of years,
which gives us this amazing legacy of
language. Across space — you can go to
any synagogue in the world and hear the
same prayers recited in the same
language as in your home synagogue. 

      Do you have any teaching moments
that you look back fondly on? 
Some of my favorite moments are when
adults, particularly women who were
denied a Jewish education growing up
for various reasons, start to put the
pieces together of what they have been
hearing their whole lives and seeing the
words unscramble themselves in front of
their eyes. Other favorite moments are
when I have students that start with me
in 101 and end up reading Torah after a
couple years! 

      Why should members keep learning
even after their b-mitzvah? 
Becoming a b-mitzvah is the start of the
adult Jewish journey. Judaism is about
continuing to learn and asking
questions.   

      What would you say to encourage
those at the start of their adult
education journey? 
Everyone comes to my classes with
different backgrounds, experiences, and
levels of learning. I welcome all students
wherever they are and encourage them
to find their own path.  

      What are the learning differences
between your pre- and post-b-mitzvah
students? 
Pre-b-mitzvah students are primarily
there because they “have” to be! Post 
b-mitzvah students are there because
they want to be. They come to learning
with goals and a maturity of focus that
aren’t there at the age of 13. They bring
life experience to the classroom that
enhances the learning process. 

I so enjoyed the Hebrew and
Shabbat Liturgy courses that

not only will I continue the
Hebrew, but I will gladly retake
the Liturgy course to see it in a
new light from a future point in
my Jewish journey. Sharon is a
careful, attentive teacher who
bubbles over with joy for her

subjects, and the courses
empowered me to understand
and access more in synagogue

services and minyan. Most
highly recommended! 

-Vesta Svendsen 

      What do you enjoy teaching the
most?
They’re all my favorites! Teaching 
b-mitzvah students brings me into the
families at a very important part of their
lives, and I love seeing the students gain
confidence over the eight months I have
with them. 

Hebrew 101 for all the “lightbulb”
moments — that moment when students
can suddenly read the words they’ve
been hearing for a long time. 

Hebrew 102 and 103 — helping students
become more comfortable with
participating in services by focusing on
reading fluency, grammar, and
vocabulary. 

Torah Trope — watching students see the
magic of chanting Torah for the first time,
learning that all those little squiggles
have meaning! My newest favorite is
teaching about the Shabbat morning
service, using the siddur and video as our
textbook. There is so much that goes on
up there on the bimah that it can be
overwhelming for anyone trying to
understand it, and I love helping my
students see the structure of the service
and make sense of it all.   
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At left: Sharon Mills and Eli Gartenberg take to the
bimah for b-mitzvah practice.

Above: Sharon Mills teaches various adult education classes including Hebrew, Torah Trope and more.



TESTIMONIAL
“Our study group provides a small, friendly
setting for people who are participating in Daf
Yomi — the ‘world’s largest book club’ —
where everyone reads the same page of
Talmud every day. No need to be an
experienced scholar; we are all learning
together, and you can join in at any time.” 
-Jorie Slodki 

TESTIMONIAL
“For well over 30 years, adults at Beth Meyer
have been gathering on Wednesday mornings
for study. Topics have ranged widely over the
years — the constant has been the desire to
learn more about our history, our heritage
and our religion.”
-Amy Ripps 

Beth Meyer Synagogue offers a wide variety of study groups on Wednesday mornings and evenings, as well as on
Shabbat mornings. Topics cover everything from Jewish spirituality and history — to Pirkei Avot (one of the best-known
and most-cited of Jewish texts!) — as well as working your way through the Talmud, one page a day. Plus, the Raleigh-
Cary JCC and area congregations offer community classes, too! 

Informal, unstructured discussion of Talmud
and what you've learned/read during the
week. 
No previous Talmud experience needed. 
Drop in anytime. 
You don't even have to read the pages in
order to enjoy this endeavor!

THE DETAILS
Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., Zoom

Rabbis Eric and Jenny Solomon, and Amy
Ripps rotate as instructors:

Rabbi Eric Solomon teaches from Pirkei
Avot — a collection of ethical teachings
and maxims found in the Mishnah. 
Rabbi Jenny Solomon teaches a class on
Mussar — a Jewish spiritual practice that
gives concrete instructions on how to live
a meaningful and ethical life. 
Amy Ripps teaches a class on American
Jewish history. 

All sessions stand alone and you can join at
any time. 

THE DETAILS
Every Wednesday between Simhat Torah and
Shavuot, 11 a.m.-noon, Zoom

Which Study Group is
Right for You?

Daf Yomi 
(A page a day)

Wednesday
Morning
Study
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https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/About_Jewish_Texts.shtml
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TESTIMONIAL
“Jewish Essentials was my first introduction to the
local Jewish community, having relocated to the
Triangle right before the course. It was so
refreshing for it to be taught by a medley of local
rabbis offering a variety of perspectives, and
though I had previously only attended Reform
services, I discovered in meeting Rabbi Jenny at a
class that Conservative Judaism is my jam. In
spring, I continued into the Gateways course –
taught online – and again the experience of
exploring the nuances of Judaism with students
across a wide spectrum of journeys was
enlightening. I highly recommend this for anyone
trying to understand Judaism in a framework or to
sample several perspectives.”  
-Vesta Svendsen 
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TESTIMONIAL
“Studying Jewish texts on Shabbat afternoon is
a tradition almost as old as Judaism itself. At
Beth Meyer, a group of congregants continue
this tradition after kiddush lunch with a deep
dive into Tanakh. We’ve explored ‘the rest of
the Bible’ from Joshua to Chronicles, the weekly
Torah portion and we are currently working
our way through Prophets. Come once, come
weekly. Try it. You’ll like it!” 
-Deborah Goldstein 

No homework — texts are read together.
No prior experience needed.
Learners of all levels are welcome. There are
a wide variety of different skills and
knowledge levels.
Join at any time.

THE DETAILS
Saturdays, 12:30 p.m., in-person (Room 201,
Satisky Building) and Zoom In the fall, the Raleigh-Cary JCC and area

congregations present Jewish Essentials:
Introduction to Judaism, a 10-session class
series taught by area rabbis that offer an
overview of Jewish holidays, lifecycle events and
extends pathways for conversion, interfaith
couples, and Jews wishing to refresh their
childhood religious school education. 
In the spring, Gateways to Judaism is taught by
area rabbis and offers an introduction to
theology, prayer, mitzvot, halakhah, Torah,
midrash, Talmud, American Judaism, and
Contemporary Israel. 
Discounted tuition for JCC members and
congregation members. Financial 

THE DETAILS

       assistance available.

Shabbat
Study Group Jewish

Community
Classes



As Jews, we enthusiastically connect Judaism to learning
and education. We understand that learning develops when
it is impelled by our curiosity. The ability to think beyond
“what is?” requires the ability to think critically and to
question what we may take for granted. Beyond this, to
move our thinking into “what might be?” demands the
development of our imagination. Here is the fundamental
component of Jewish learning: morality — the ability to take
what we know into the realm of “what should be?” and what it
means to be and to live as a Jew and as a human being. 

“What should be?” requires us to go beyond merely thinking
towards action that can draw on guidance from our texts,
scholars, rabbis, and experience. We look toward tomorrow
with knowledge and a critical understanding so that we can
contribute to the repair and healing of our world. Our
traditions teach us that knowledge must be anchored in a
moral understanding that is always grounded in compassion
and care. As the Rebbe Nachman of Breslov reminds us,“If
you are not a better person tomorrow than you are today,
what need have you for a tomorrow?”

As Jews, our tradition emphasizes the idea of continuous
and lifelong learning. We begin with precious young minds
helping them develop their imaginations and questioning
abilities. As they develop, questions of “why?” become
questions of “why not?” and then “how?”. Here, Jewish
tradition implants and nourishes the seeds for a desire to
continue to learn, challenge, and create. 
  
At Beth Meyer, from earliest ages, to later maturity, we 

by Sherry B. Shapiro, Vice President for Jewish
Living and Learning, 1sherry.shapiro@gmail.com

An Invitation 
to Ask
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Lifelong Jewish learning is fundamental to Beth
Meyer Synagogue, a vibrant community that

strives to be a place of sacred encounter 
and experience.  

  
We are a beit midrash — a house of study — where
we take learning seriously and joyfully. Learning,

along with prayer and acts of loving kindness,
transforms our understanding of ourselves, the

world, and our responsibilities to it. We integrate
Jewish ritual, spirituality, history, texts and Torah
to engage our diverse community wherever they

are on their journey. We affirm the power of Jewish
learning to create deep and meaningful lives.  

cherish and respect learning experiences of all kinds. Find
“what is?” that we offer, ask “how?” it might benefit you and
others, imagine “why not?”. Below, you will find a vision for
life-long learning for our community. 
  
Our hope is that you too, will join us as we seek meaningful
lives guided by our many learning opportunities and
experiences. 

T H E  L A S T  W O R D

mailto:1sherry.shapiro@gmail.com


Giuliana and Michael Gage in honor of Amy Ripps 
Elizabeth and Matthew Portnoy in honor of Amy Ripps  
Thomas Magnani in honor of Amy Ripps  
Sarah Fuerst in honor of  Amy Ripps  
Anonymous in honor of Amy Ripps  
Rita Gerber in honor of Amy Ripps  
Beth Friedland and Robert Rosenthal in honor of Amy
Ripps and Professor Richard Freund  
Shirley and Bob Goldwasser in honor of Amy Ripps  
Rachel and Sidney Strauss in honor of Amy Ripps  
Suzanne Zorn and Mark Wiener in honor of Amy Ripps  
Stephen and Cecelia Schneider in honor of Amy Ripps  
Alfred and Denise Friedrich in honor of Amy Ripps  
Anonymous in honor of Amy Ripps  
Ronni and Marvin Marblestone in memory of Bruce
Oberhardt   

Adele and Martin Kaplan in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  

Mark and Susan Goldhaber in memory of Susan’s mother,
May Moskowitz  
Rachel Bridgeman in memory of Shirley Rabins, mother of
Norman Rabins 
Janis and John Zaremba in memory of Shirley Rabins,
mother of Norman Rabins 
Susanne Lury in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Rachel and Sid Strauss in memory of Shirley Rabins,
mother of Norman Rabins 
Mark and Susan Goldhaber in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Ronni and Marvin Marblestone in memory of Shirley
Rabins, mother of Norman Rabins 

Janis and John Zaremba in honor of Amy Ripps and her
extraordinary service to Beth Meyer 
Sharon and Wayne Mills in honor of Maggie Green
becoming a bat torah 

Janet Isaacs in honor of Rabbi Jenny Solomon  
Susan and Larry Bach in memory of Susan Schultz, mother
of Lauren Postyn

Adult Education/Scholar-in Residence Fund  

 
Beth Meyer Facilities Endowment  

 
Biblical Garden Fund 

 
Frances Pascher Kanof Adult Education Endowment  

General Fund  

DONATIONS
March 15-May 23, 2022
Thank you for supporting Beth Meyer Synagogue. Your
donations allow us to bridge the gap so that those with lesser
means can participate in all aspects of the synagogue.

Juliana Schiff in honor of Amy Ripps 
Gail Gorenstein in honor of Amy Ripps 
Dianne and Henry Schaffer in honor of Amy Ripps 
Dr. Eugene L. Hirsch in memory of his father, Dr. Julius
Hirsch  
The Frankel Family in honor of Amy Ripps, an inspirational
teacher to us all 
Linda and Danny Brinkley in honor of Amy Ripps and her
immense contribution to Beth Meyer Synagogue 
Jackie and Gene Eisen in honor of Amy Ripps  
Barbara Litwack in honor of my sweet friends who helped
me out
Jeff & Lisa Rosenberg in memory of Jeff’s father, Richard
Rosenberg  
Carol, Craig, Mabel and Anna Jett Winter in memory of
Daniel David Winter  
Peggy Sabol in honor of Rabbi Jenny Solomon  
Anonymous    
Sharyn and Charles Shapiro in memory of Sharyn’s father,
Stanley Brill  
Susan and Michael Goldstein in memory of Bernard Elliott
Hirsch  
Dennis and Debbie Zlatkin in memory of their aunt, Ann
Schwarcz  
Marsha Rosenzweig in memory of her mother, Blossom
Koff  
Pamela & Gerald Boxser in memory of Gerald’s mother,
Sally Boxser  
Carol Larsen in memory of her mother, Joyce Goldman  
The Kamin Family in honor of Jon Bograd for preparing
Andrew for his bar mitzvah 
Marilyn Okrent and Arlene Kanner in memory of our aunt,
Lillian Simon  
Stephen Feldman in memory of his grandmother, Norma
Fruchter  
Elaine and Melvyn Levin in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Jeremy Drawas in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Lynn and Art Samberg in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Doug and Kathy Wall in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Lloyd and Susan Lense in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Jonathan Flescher and Julia Freifeld in memory of Bruce
Oberhardt  
Claudia Fuerst in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Barry and Ricki Schwartz in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Dianne and Henry Schaffer in memory of Shirley Rabins,
mother of Norman Rabins 
Dianne and Henry Schaffer in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Maureen Mehti in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Mindy Oberhardt in memory of Shirley Rabins, mother of
Norman Rabins 

General Fund (cont’d)
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Rick and Molly Sapir in memory of Rick’s mother, Iris Sapir  
Sue and Marc Finkel in honor of Lillian Belle, daughter of
Jessica and Evan Gorelick 

Millie Buck in honor of Rabbi Eric Solomon for your help
with William’s bar mitzvah studies 
Glenda and Rick Toppe in memory of Irwin Flescher  
Carl J. Halperin in memory of his grandfather, Selig
Kousnetz  
Carl J. Halperin in memory of his friend, Lois Kirschenbauer  
Jerry Kushner in memory of his father, Benjamin Kushner  
Janice and Dennis Nicholson — a thanks offering for
restored health   
David Whaley    
Nancy Thomas in memory of her mother, Irene Thomas  
Barbara Vosk and Howie Shareff in honor of Lucy
Wertheim  
Steve Fishman in honor of Lena Faye’s baby naming 
Steve Hammel in memory of his father, Simon Ehrlich
Hammel  
Janet Fox and Gregg Kreielsheimer in memory of Shirley
Rabins, mother of Norman Rabins 
Janet Fox and Gregg Kreielsheimer in memory of Bruce
Oberhardt  
Ilene and Randy Cagan in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Fred and Harriet Kelner in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Fred and Harriet Kelner in memory of Harriet’s father,
Irving Blatt  

Jodi and Stuart Cohen in honor of Rabbi Jenny Solomon for
Zoe Alana Cohen’s baby naming 
Anonymous — with gratitude to Hashem for bringing my
family and I to this day and time, in honor of Pesah 5782  
Lisa and Steven Feierstein in honor of Rabbi Jenny  
Sandra Schwarcz with gratitude to Rabbi Jenny Solomon  
Nancy Thomas in memory of her mother, Irene Thomas  
Karen Abrams in memory of Bruce Oberhardt 

Leslie & Adam Gartenberg in honor of Cathy Kaplan for
teaching Eli how to lead Friday night services 
Carole Eagle in honor of Amy Ripps 
Robert and Elaine Hubal in honor of Amy Ripps and her
long-term service 
Donna and Alan Isaacs in memory of Donna’s mother,
Mildred Mytelka 
Jackie Lytton — thank you for a wonderful tour 
Janice and Dennis Nicholson — a thanks offering for
restored health 

Preschool Fund  

 
Rabbi Eric’s Discretionary Fund  

Rabbi Jenny’s Discretionary Fund  

Religious School Director’s Discretionary Fund  

Brittany and Andrew Pais in honor of Lena’s naming  
Larry and Stacey Kohn in memory of Larry’s father, Martin
Kohn  
Anya and Arthur Gordon in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Sue Ellen and Phillip Horwitz in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Andy and Leah Margulies in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
The Bigel Family in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Edele and Steve Cruse in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Juliana Schiff in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Wendee Wechsberg in memory of Bruce Oberhardt  
Patti and Steve Lazoff in memory of Bruce Oberhardt 

Dan Dembow in honor of Amy Ripps  
Jeri and Dan Dembow in memory of Ron Bidwell  
The Winter Family in memory of Ann Schwarcz, mother of
Sandy Schwarcz 
Susan and Louis Reich in memory of Ann Schwarcz, mother of
Sandy Schwarcz 
Wayne Mills in memory of his brother, Haim Kadoche  
Susan and Mel Bernay in memory of Bruce Oberhardt 

Phyllis Diehl in memory of Ann Schwarcz, mother of Sandy
Schwarcz 

Cindy Dickman in memory of her mother, Katherine Merwitz  
Linda and Joel Dinkin in memory of Linda’s mother, Sheila
Robbins  
Harriet Schwartz in memory of her uncle, Jacob Strum  
Adele and Martin Kaplan in memory of Adele’s parents, Belle
and Benjamin Lavine  
Sue and Marc Finkel in memory of Sue’s father, Sol Abrams  

Tess and Richard Goldblatt in honor of Lucy Wertheim’s baby
naming  

Norma and David Zendels in memory of Mae Berman’s sister,
Pearl  
Norma and David Zendels in memory of Nancy Sosnick's
mother  
Alfred and Denise Friedrich in honor of Rita Gerber  
Alfred and Denise Friedrich in honor of Norma and David
Zendels 

Jenna Beker 
Jesslyn and David Perlmutter in memory of Bruce Oberhardt 

General Fund (cont’d)

Hesed Fund  

  
Hevra Kaddisha  

 
Honey & Perry Levine Memorial Fund for Senior Programs  

 
Kitchen Fund  

 
Library Fund  

Mikveh Fund 
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Rita and Dr. Chet Stein in memory of our beloved brother-
in-law, Ron Bidwell  
Sue and Marc Finkel in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Judy and Stanley Buchholz in honor of Barbara and Jeffrey
Margolis for their compassion and devotion to family 
Gail and Neil Baron in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Jeanne and Rich Josephson in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Robin Steinberg in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Alfred and Denise Friedrich in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Barbara and Jeffrey Margolis in honor of Mike and
Guiliana Gage, congrats on your new home 
Keith Barberis in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Jonathan, Amanda, Emma and Benny Stein in memory of
Ron Bidwell  
Barbara and Jeffrey Margolis wishing a speedy recovery to
Abraham, brother of Susan Bach 
Barbara and Jeffrey Margolis wishing a speedy recovery to
Rachel, daughter of Susan and Larry Bach 
Pat and Jim Mehltretter in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Ellen Mufson and children in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Barbara and Jeffrey Margolis wishing a speedy recovery to
Murray Galper  
Phyllis Siegel in memory of Ron Bidwell  
The Katims Family in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Joel and Lenore Raphael in memory of Al & Pearl Raphael,
Bernard and Vera Hyams, our parents  
Fran and Robert Blumenkrantz in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Barbara and Jeffrey Margolis wishing a speedy recovery to
Bob Grunfeld  
Barbara and Jeffrey Margolis in memory of Haim Kadoche,
brother of Wayne Mills 
Greta and Saul Schiffman in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Betty Mandel in memory of her brother, Philip Mandel  

Stefanie Mendell and Richard Johnson in memory of
Stefanie’s grandfather, Samuel Freeman 

Barbara and Jordan Miller in memory of Barbara’s cousin,
Dr. Jerry Benston 

Linda and Danny Brinkley wishing a speedy recovery to
Terry Grunwald  

Ellen Shapiro and PJ Shaw in memory of Steven Shaw 

Ronald Bidwell and Betty Mandel Operating Endowment 
 (cont’d)

 
Rothstein Operating Endowment  

  
Sisterhood  

  
Social Action Fund  

 
Youth Programs  
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Janis and John Zaremba in memory of Bruce Oberhardt 
The Penick Family with gratitude to Cathy Kaplan 

Renee and Steve Hammel in honor of Amy Ripps for years of
dedicated service and love 
Norma and David Zendels in honor of Amy Ripps  
Sue and Marc Finkel in honor of Amy Ripps  
Glenda and Rick Toppe in honor of Amy Ripps  
Sisterhood    
Barbara Vosk and Howie Shareff in honor of Amy Ripps  
The Penick Family with gratitude to the amazing religious
school teachers 

Carolyn and John Marrazzo in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Anne David Alexander in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Dr. and Mrs. Ross Dymond in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Barbara and Jeffrey Margolis wishing a speedy recovery to
Elaine Glass  
Myrl Garment in memory of Ron Bidwell  
MJ Bettman in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Fred and Harriet Kelner in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Norma and David Zendels in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Leslie and Jerry Solomon in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Denise and Bob Cordileone in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Barbara and Jeffrey Margolis in honor of Judy and Stanley
Buchholz for their 60th wedding anniversary 
Barbara and Jeffrey Margolis in honor of Dr. Robin Buchholz,
Jill Buchholz, Rob Friedman for hesed (lovingkindness) 
Barbara and Jeffrey Margolis in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Harriet and Lawrence Eichner in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Yvonne and Larry Burton in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Lynne and Victor Baronoff in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Bobbi Alter and Sandy Rusk in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Renee and Steve Hammel in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Janet Fox and Gregg Kreielsheimer in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Susan Ehrlich and Jeff Engel in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Marcia and Burt Katz in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Virginia Skinner in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Betty Mandel in memory of her father, Ralph Mandel  
Elaine and David Glass in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Terry Knight in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Janis and John Zaremba in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Davina Mindel, Rogger Grisson, Lynn Mindel in memory of
Ron Bidwell   
Rachel and Sidney Strauss in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Debbie Zimmerman in memory of Ron Bidwell  
Sharon Fingerhut in memory of Ron Bidwell  

Religious School Director’s Discretionary Fund (cont’d)

Religious School Fund  

Ronald Bidwell and Betty Mandel Operating Endowment  



Beth Meyer Synagogue
504 Newton Road
Raleigh, NC 27615
Office: 919-848-1420
School: 919-848-8111

Email: office@bethmeyer.org
bethmeyer.org

Find us on your favorite social media platforms:

fb.com/bethmeyersynagogue

youtube.com/bethmeyersynagogue

@bethmeyershul

Morning Torah with Rabbi Eric most Friday mornings

Minhah Moments with Rabbi Jenny most Tuesday afternoons

http://fb.com/bethmeyersynagogue
http://youtube.com/bethmeyersynagogue

