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THE FEBRUARY HAMAGGID: 
WORTH THE WAIT

by Lauren Isaacs,  Communications Manager
laureni@bethmeyer.org

Dear Readers,

On behalf of the entire Beth Meyer team, I am excited
to present to you the first issue of the enhanced
HaMaggid. Six months into into my new role, I saw an
opportunity to reframe the content that we share in
these pages. Two months later it is finally ready to
make its debut. Thank you for your patience as we
created what we hope to be a deeper, more engaging
publication.

The goal of the HaMaggid has always been to share
shul happenings, but the opportunity is to use it as a
vehicle to explore the purpose of what we do and what
we stand for as a congregation. The first place I turned
to for inspiration was the Beth Meyer Synagogue logo
whose three brightly burning flames echo our three
sacred principles: Torah, Avodah (Prayer), and Gemilut
Hasadim (Acts of lovingkindness). These three
principles guide us through all our endeavors and are
the perfect place to begin the exploration of our
purpose on these pages.

Our first issue is devoted to Gemilut Hasadim. I asked
our writers, comprised of synagogue staff members
and volunteers, to rethink their usual submissions and
to not just include the “news that's fit to print,” but to
explore how they embody Gemilut Hasadim. I was
awestruck with their contributions.

We unearthed the most beautiful and inspiring stories
and snippets ― like congregant Rita Gerber, who has
volunteered with Hesed for the past 15 years sending
handwritten notes of condolences and simhas to
congregants on behalf of our Beth Meyer family (p.
13). And Sharon Lubkin ― a member of our Shofar
Corps, who travels to local retirement communities
and other homebound congregants so they may hear

AROUND THE SHUL

the blast of the shofar in person (p. 15). And Harvey
Sapir who took it upon himself to clear the cobwebs
from our ark prior to the High Holy Days (p. 21). 

You will read about Gemilut Hasadim that you may
have never even noticed ― like the Ritual Committee
volunteers who quietly ensure that the Torah is rolled
to precisely the right spot for the next user or that
the memorial plaques in the sanctuary are lovingly
and reverently updated for our mourners (p. 17). You
may also learn about and be inspired by something
completely new like I did from Bonnie Leach’s
experience with the Cherva Kadisha (p. 18)

Simply put: Our volunteers touch more congregant
lives inside and outside of the shul walls than I ever
thought was possible. I hope this HaMaggid issue
conveys our love and appreciation for them, deepens
our understanding of what they do and inspires us to
redouble our own commitment to Gemilut Hasadim.

The HaMagged will be published four more times this
year. The second issue (available in April) will be
dedicated to social action. Other publications will be
provided in the intervening months. Next month,
expect to see Beth Meyer Synagogue’s Guide to Pesah
featuring a round-up of prayer services, events,
protocol for selling your hametz, kashering guide and
more. One last note: birthday and anniversary
announcements can be found in the Weekly Email.
Yarhzeits can be found in the weekly Shabbat Bulletin
and via correspondence from the synagogue office.

Happy reading!

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

H A M A G G I D   |   3

mailto:laureni@bethmeyer.org


S T A F F  
Sch“musings”

Tell me: A time that you’ve either
given or been on the receiving end of

an act of lovingkindness

“I donate to Hillel at Virginia Tech and Gateways: Access
to Jewish Education — these are my former employers. I
am indebted to them for mentoring me so that I could
advance in my field.”
-Jonathan Wertheim, Executive Director

“When I recently had COVID, I was immediately contacted by
Rabbi Jenny about Hesed setting up a meal train for my
household. As soon as the meal train was set up, the slots
filled up so quickly. My husband and I are so appreciative of
the instant support from the congregation!”
-Samantha Gottlich, Programs Coordinator

“I’m not sure who said that “the path to the heart is through the stomach,” but I have to
imagine it originated with a Jewish mother! And while not every mother loves cooking and
feeding people, this Jewish mother/rabbi does! I have had the true privilege of cooking a
meal (usually Shabbat dinner) for over 20 Beth Meyer families this year. Nothing brings me
more joy than packaging up the yumminess and setting those tins lovingly on people’s
doorsteps. But I have not only been on the giving side of this mitzvah. 

This year, when I was isolated for 10 days with a breakthrough COVID infection, our
congregation stepped up and performed the mitzvah for me and my family. And this is
how it goes… we give and we get, we get and we give. What a joy to share my love with
those who are moving through challenging times, and what a joy to be loved by others in
my own moments of vulnerability.”
-Rabbi Dr. Jenny Solomon

AROUND THE SHUL STAFF SCHMUSINGS
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Beth Meyer Synagogue extends a warm welcome to
the following individuals and families who recently
joined our congregation. 
 
Anna Acerra. Anna is a long-time resident of
Raleigh and a commercial real estate agent.

Gabriella Johr and Brad Rappaport. They live in
Raleigh and have two children: Luca and Olivia.
Both Gabriella and Brad are psychologists. 
 
Daniel and Jaclyn Rubinstein. They reside in Apex.
Jaclyn works for Pierre Fabre USA while Daniel is a
physician at UNC. aclyn and Daniel recently
welcomed the birth of their son, Alexander.
 
Danielle Brown and Eliott Maidenberg. They
recently moved from NYC and live in Raleigh. They
have twins, Seth and Naomi. Danielle works as a
production director for Olive Inc. and Eliot works as
Chief Marketing Officer for JIN USA. 

OUR SHUL >
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Do you love books and organization — and have
computer knowledge? It takes a lot of work to
maintain our library. The library committee meets on
Thursday mornings from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Come join
us! Thank you to our dedicated volunteer library staff
of Denise Friedrich, Norma Zendels and Ivette
Passiglia for all their help this month.

R I T A ’ S  P I C K S :
B O O K S  O N  T H E  M I T Z V A H  O F  G I V I N G  

Radiance: Creative
Mitzvah Living
Danny Siegel

Love Your Neighbor
and Yourself 
Elliot N. Dorff

Compassion for
Humanity in the
Jewish Tradition  
David Sears

Becoming a Kehillat
Chesed 
Harriet Rosen

“One of the most admirable
characteristics of all of
Dorff’s writing is clarity and
directness . . . This is a
wonderful book for the
beginner who wants to
understand Jewish tradition
concerning personal ethics.”
—Shofar

“Sears’s extensive
sourcebook is a rich
collection of primary writings
on the role of compassion in
the Jewish tradition.”
―Publisher’s Weekly

“Danny Siegel is a magician
and this book is a collection
of his best tricks. Open it to
any page and smile or weep.
Read any essay or piece of
poetry and recognize
humanity at its most open-
hearted. This volume should
be in every library and many
personal collections. Rabbis
can mine its contents for
sermons. Students,
synagogues and schools can
find ideas for individual and
community projects.
Foundation professionals
can find inspiration for
difficult moments (which we
especially need now).”
—Fred Isaac, Association of
Jewish Libraries News and
Reviews

“This latest edition ... includes
revisions recommended by
active and established Caring
Community committees from
across North America and
features:
• Step-by-step suggestions for
organizing the congregation
and effecting change
• Samples of successful
existing programs
• A special section containing
over two dozen texts that
speak to the value of ‘caring
community’ that can be used
for committee and synagogue
board text study.”
―From the publisher

by Rita Gerber, Library Volunteer
bethmeyerlibrary@gmail.com
If you have any book suggestions or ideas for improving our l ibrary,  contact me!

The Beth Meyer Synagogue library in the Satisky building offers a comprehensive collection of books, CDs,
and magazines for congregants to sign out and borrow. Find these fours books below on our shelves.

AROUND THE SHUL LIBRARY
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February
a selection of what to do & where to go

Feb.
13

Deadline to order is Sunday, February 13
Purim is coming Wednesday, March 16, and so are the Mishloah Manot (Purim goodie bags)!
Don’t miss out on Sisterhood’s newest fundraiser and opportunity to surprise Beth Meyer
friends and fellow congregants with a reusable and insulated bag filled with hamantaschen,
groggers, and yummy treats. Proceeds of the fundraiser benefit our Jewish community. This
festive opportunity is open to the entire congregation!

The Purim Project Fundraiser

Feb.
13

Sunday, February 13, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m., in person
Come support Troop 525 Girl Scouts — the Girl Scout Troop affiliated with Beth Meyer
Synagogue — and fill up your pantry with Thin Mints, Caramel Delights, Peanut Butter Patties
and more in time for the Super Bowl! Each box is $5 and cash, debit/credit card and checks
are accepted. Proceeds stay in the troop and are put toward Girl Scout experiences and
activities. All cookie offerings are certified Kosher.

Don’t want to eat them but want to treat them? Troop 525 is also collecting money for
Operation Cookie Drop, their community service project that brings a sweet taste of home to
deployed military men and women and serving our country at home.

Super Bowl Sunday Cookie Booth

Feb.
27 Sunday, February 27, 11 a.m.-noon, virtual

Please join us for the next in our Adult Education Brunch Series featuring Rabbi Salem Pearce,
Executive Emerita of Carolina Jews for Justice. Rabbi Pearce will discuss her own work as a
Jewish social activist, the work of CJJ and the future role that all of us can play in living our
Jewish values of Tikkun Olam — making the world a better place. Register at
bethmeyer.org/calendar to receive the Zoom link.

What’s Jewish About Social
Action?

for a complete list of shul services and events, please visit bethmeyer.org/calendar

Purim vs. Pesah — What Each
Holiday Teaches Us About the
Jewish Response to Injustice

Feb.
20

Sunday, February 20, 9:45-10:30 a.m., virtual
Join Rabbi Eric Solomon for this drop-in class of the same name. Register at
bethmeyer.org/calendar to receive the Zoom link.

THIS MONTH
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EREV PURIM, MARCH 16
6:30 p.m. Purim Family Service

7:30 p.m. Megillah Reading and Purim Schpiel
 

PURIM, MARCH 17
4 p.m. PurimPalooza!

Enjoy food trucks, games, Bingo, Gaga, arm painting, 
Paws for Life pop-up adoption site, music, a photo booth and more!

PURIM
PREVIEW

Feb.
25

Sunday, March 6, 2 p.m., The Chocolate Boutique in Lafayette Village
Come join Beth Meyer Sisterhood for a fun afternoon of making delicious chocolate.
Enjoy a chocolate-making lesson, free samples, and have a chance to schmooze with
new and old friends. Each participant will get to take home a half pound of their own
chocolate creations (whether or not to share is entirely up to you)! In consideration
for the safety of all our sisters, you must be fully vaccinated to attend this event. The
cost is $25 and can be paid by check (preferred) made out to Beth Meyer Sisterhood,
504 Newton Rd, Raleigh, NC, 27615 or via PayPal at https://paypal.me/BMSisterhood.

Chocolate Making Party

RSVP BY

8     |     H A M A G G I D

THIS MONTH

https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/purim-family-service.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/purim-family-service.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/purim-family-service.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/megillah-reading.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/megillah-reading.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/megillah-reading.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/purimpalooza.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/purimpalooza.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/purimpalooza.html
https://paypal.me/BMSisterhood


by Keith Satisky, President
ksatisky@satiskysilverstein.com

After the verdict in the Ahmaud Arbery murder trial
in Georgia, Judge Timothy Walmsley, who presided
over the trial, made a powerful statement during
the sentencing phase. 

He reasoned that the Arbery trial should make us all
expand the definition of “neighbor” and how we
treat them ― that neighbors are more than just the
people who own property around your house, and
that (i) in assuming the worst in others, we show our
worst character, and (ii) assuming the best in people
is always the best course of action. Had the three
Arbery defendants acted on the principles of
Gemilut Hasadim (Acts of Lovingkindness) and given
Mr. Arbery the benefit of the doubt, four lives
would not have been forever lost and ruined. 

In less fraught times, we tend to see more displays
of lovingkindness. Unfortunately, we are currently
living in very distressed times, with physical
distancing, shutdowns, sickness, anger, angst, and
general weariness. In times like these, it can seem
harder to be patient and sympathetic with others.
Nevertheless, when life is the roughest, it is
imperative that we double down on performing acts
of lovingkindness. We may not be able to
singlehandedly eradicate COVID or solve critical
global problems, but we can make the world around
us a much more pleasant place with even small
gestures of goodness and tolerance. 

My wife, Graham, works at the Green Chair Project,
a wonderful non-profit in Raleigh that, among other
things, donates beds and bedding to children who
have no beds. She was recently in the checkout line
at Target to purchase 50 pillows for the Green
Chair Project. A woman behind her asked what the
pillows were for, and, upon hearing Graham’s
answer, paid for all the pillows in a display of
Gemilut Hasadim. 

I also recently had an opportunity to change
someone’s life for the better. A man who works in the
warehouse at Green Chair had never owned a car
before, and, every day, he had to ride the bus an hour
to and from work. It so happened that I had a car to
sell. Rather than selling it, I picked up this man, drove
him to the DMV, and had the car titled over to him.
This small act has had a profound effect on his
mobility and freedom. Another modest act I try to do
is to have bags of non-perishable food in my car to
give to homeless people at traffic lights. Through
these simple and small acts, I hope to make an
outsized impact in people’s lives. 

Whether it is treating the homeless with dignity,
showing respect to service workers, or simply giving
someone the benefit of the doubt and assuming the
best in people, we can bestow great benefit on others
and reap great rewards for ourselves. Our tradition
commands this of us. 

These are tough times, in and out of the Jewish
community. Let us continue to be an example to the
world by doing our part to change lives for the better. 

Our Tradition Commands 
Gemilut Hasadim

“... we can make the world
around us a much more pleasant
place with even small gestures
of goodness and tolerance.”

Above: On behalf of the Green Chair Project, Graham Satisky
was the recipient of a perfect’s stranger’s act of giving. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Hesed: The Heartbeat of 
Beth Meyer Synagogue

When I graduated from rabbinical
school after six long years of study, we
celebrated with a “smikhah”
(ordination) ritual in which each new
rabbi was invited to share a single
Jewish text alongside their name in the
event program. As you can imagine,
there are a vast array of Jewish texts to
choose from, but I had absolutely no
doubt which text I wanted to link to
that powerful moment in my life:

“The beginning of the Torah is hesed

(lovingkindness), the middle of the Torah is
hesed, and the end of the Torah is hesed. At
the beginning, God clothes Adam and Eve;
at the end God buries Moses. In the
"middle" God visits Abraham when he is in
need of healing.” (Tanhuma, Vayishlah 10) 

As a new mother and a newly minted
rabbi, I had no idea what was in store for
me personally or professionally, but I
knew one thing: Judaism and Jewish life
are built on hesed. The words we often
sing from Psalm 89, “Olam hesed 

“As a new mother
and a newly
minted rabbi, I
had no idea what
was in store for
me personally or
professionally, but
I knew one thing:
Judaism and
Jewish life are
built on hesed.”

by Rabbi Dr.  Jenny Solomon, jsolomon@bethmeyer.org

RABBI’S MESSAGE
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Are you willing to make a call to a
congregant facing an illness once a
week or once a month? 

My parents always taught me that
certain resources in life are finite, but
our capacity for love is infinite. I feel
that as a parent and a rabbi. No matter
how many children we have added to
our family or congregants to our
congregational family, there is still
enough love for everyone. Remember
that Torah is not just about acquiring
knowledge in our heads. It’s about
taking that Torah from our heads into
our hearts and out into the world with
our hands. You are our hands. 

Olam hesed yibaneh — let’s keep building
this world with our love. 

“... hesed doesn’t
belong to the
‘Hesed Committee’
at Beth Meyer. It
belongs to each and
every one of us.”

Are you willing to make a meal for a
family who has brought a new baby
into their lives or is going through a
difficult time? 
Are you willing to be a door
opener/greeter at Shabbat services? 
Are you willing to attend a shiva
minyan or learn how to prepare a
home for shiva? 
Are you willing to offer a ride to an
older congregant in our community
who wants to come to shul but can
no longer drive? 

yibaneh” express this very sentiment. 

I have long felt that hesed is the beating
heart of our tradition. Without that
heartbeat, we won’t survive —
physically or spiritually. It is our
tradition of steadfast, relational love
that is the foundation for Jewish living
and learning, and it is that beautiful
inheritance which provides the
pathway for creating a healthy and
vibrant community.   
 
But according to our tradition, hesed
isn’t an abstract concept of “love.”
Rather, it is what we actually do in the
world. It’s how we live in a sacred
community. At Beth Meyer, we have a
committee of lay leaders dedicated to
making sure the heartbeat of hesed is
steady and robust. They lovingly
organize our community so that we are
ready to respond to those in need of
our loving care (which will eventually
be ALL of us).   
 
But hesed doesn’t belong to the “Hesed
Committee” at Beth Meyer. It belongs
to each and every one of us. We are all
obligated and capable of bringing more
lovingkindness into this world and
there are as many ways to do that as
there are Beth Meyer members. How
will you be a force for hesed in our
community? 

RABBI’S MESSAGE
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When I found out this month’s HaMaggid is focused
on Gemilut Hasadim (acts of lovingkindness), I was
very excited to showcase how the Hesed committee
embodies this sacred Beth Meyer principle.  
 
The Hesed Committee leads up Beth Meyer’s
communal efforts to comfort, support, and perform
acts of lovingkindness to congregants who find
themselves in a vulnerable situation. Our sub-
committees have the most loving, caring, and 

by Sandi Bouchard, Hesed  Committee Chair
sanb71664@gmail.com

 devoted volunteers ready to bring comfort and
support, and assist with alleviating some of the
stressors life hands us. We like to think what we do
dramatically impacts those we support.  

We are ready to support our members when the
need arises. When that time comes — or if you would
like to assist on our Hesed team in any capacity —
you can reach out to me or our Rabbis.
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Welcoming Babies
We welcome new babies

into our congregation with
a baby gift basket delivered
to your door and the offer

of a meal train. 

“I inherited the
role of ‘baby
welcomer’ with
the Hesed
Committee about 
4 years ago. I was happy to
take on this position as I
remembered receiving a nice
surprise from Beth Meyer
when my first daughter was
born. I assemble and deliver a
welcome gift to families
following their sweet new
additions. It is a simple token
that reminds them of the
wonderful family friendly
community we have at Beth
Meyer. Be on the lookout for
some updates to our baby
welcome gift!”

-Kim Sellinger,
Hesed volunteer

“Since 2007, I have been sending hand
written notes to congregants on behalf
of our Beth Meyer family. I send notes of
condolence and get well cards when
needed. Even though I am physically
limited, I find it gratifying to know there
is something I can do to brighten a
member’s day.”

-Rita Gerber,
Hesed volunteer

Staying Connected
Our Torah teaches that it’s not good for
people to be alone. If someone is feeling
isolated and lonely, Hesed is devoted to
easing that loneliness with phone calls,
visits, and rides to the synagogue for
prayer services and programming. 

 
Hesed sends cards to congregants who
are in mourning, recuperating from an

illness or surgery, and for those who are
celebrating simhas. 

Get well soon!
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Here’s a
closer look at
what Hesed
offers our
congregants
in times of
need. 



“There is a famous story from the Talmud about a highly-
respected rabbi, Rabbi Yohanan, who struggled with illness.
He was so down-trodden, he found himself on the floor,
lifeless. His friend, Rabbi Hanina, came to visit, offered a
hand and raised Rabbi Yohanan up.

The Rabbis asked: Why couldn’t Rabbi 
Yohanan raise himself up?

“Hesed means love or kindness
between people. So what
better committee for the meal
train to exist than through
Hesed? 

I’ve had the pleasure of
organizing meal trains 
since the summer of 2021.

From time to time, people ask me what I do when I visit
someone who is ill. Do I talk? Do I ask questions? Do I pray?
The answer to all three, usually, is ‘Yes.’ But that’s not the
most important thing. When I go to the hospital and perform
the mitzvah of bikkur holim (visiting the sick), I channel Rabbi
Hanina. I’m not a doctor. I’m not a scientist. I’m not a nurse.
I’m simply a mitzvah-doer who offers, literally and
metaphorically, my hand.

-Rabbi Eric
Solomon 

Their answer: ‘A prisoner cannot free
themselves from jail.’ Meaning, a person
who is suffering needs someone else to lift
them up. It can’t be done alone.

The truth is anyone can be a soul-lifter. You don’t have to
be a rabbi, chaplain, or therapist. Anyone with love and
kindness in their heart can do it. You just need to offer your
hand. And many times the ill person, even if just for a few
moments, feels free.”

-Melissa Kindler, 
Hesed Meal Train volunteer

Since that time, our wonderful cooks
have provided meals for 11 families for
different durations, depending on the
need. I’m so happy to be just a small
part of this mitzvah.”

“We wanted to reach out and thank you and all of the
volunteers for all of the fantastic meals you coordinated
through the meal train. It was an incredible blessing to
be nurtured by everyone. B is now two months old, and
things have calmed down a bit for us. D and I wanted to
reach out and see how we can get involved with the
Hesed committee, including, but not limited to, contributing to
future meal trains.” -Anonymous

Testimonial

Caring for the Sick
Bikkur Holim is the mitzvah

(commandment) to visit and attend to
the sick. We do this in a variety of ways:
phone calls, cards, visits to the home,
and meal trains. Committee members
also visit the hospital, nursing home, or
private residences of our congregants. 
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Circles of Care 
The most hands-on subcommittee Hesed
has, Circles of Care volunteers provide

emotional, practical, and spiritual support
to congregants — and to the parents of

congregants when feasible. 
 

A Circle of Care involves the mobilizing
and coordination of our synagogue’s
mitzvah power to help congregants, a

person or family, in need of some
meaningful loving care and help. Our

services include visiting, running errands,
outings, transportation to synagogue and

other places, respite, spiritual support,
helping with household tasks and

projects. Each circle works to respond to
the individual congregant’s needs and

wishes, while maintaining confidentiality.

-Judith Simon Muse,
Hesed volunteer

-Roberta Blumberg,
Hesed volunteer

As the coordinators of the Circles of Care, we seek to
create circles by matching volunteer’s interests to the
needs of the recipient. We offer volunteers an
orientation, support and guidance. Grateful for the
opportunity to be able to positively impact members 
within our Beth Meyer
community, the volunteers
who find joy and satisfaction
in helping, and the recipients
who are always very
appreciative, we are seeking
individuals to join us. Please
contact us at
judithsimonmuse@gmail.com
and/or 
 rblumberg51@gmail.com for
further information, to seek
assistance, or join us in this
holy work.”

“I’ve been blowing shofar for about 30
years. I got my current shofar from the
Beth Meyer gift shop. It has a really
warm tone. A few years ago, when a call
went out for volunteers, I joined the
BMS Shofar Corps. While I’m at each
location, I take the opportunity to do a
little shofar education — appropriate to
the age and experience of the group, of

Staying Connected
For congregants who are

not physically able to
attend High Holy Days

services, we provide you
with your very own Beth

Meyer congregant to blow
the shofar in the comfort

of your residence. 
-Sharon Lubkin,
Hesed volunteer

course. I love bringing this joyous mitzvah
to people who otherwise wouldn’t be able to hear it.”
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-Elizabeth Portnoy,
Hesed volunteer

“We co-chair the nihum
aveilim (comforting
mourners) arm of the Hesed
committee at Beth Meyer.
Our role consists of reaching
out to the mourners in our
congregation, their family
members, or close friends.
We offer to set up the home
for the week of shiva, help
during the shiva minyan, and
offer food and drink for after
the service. We also can
provide a meal of consolation
for the family, and if needed,
additional meals. Nihum
aveilim is close to our hearts. 

My family and I were grateful that Covid was on the decline during the last two
weeks of Hank’s life. We were able to spend hours in the hospital with him and
were able to mourn and honor him with the traditions of our faith — surrounded by
family, friends and our longtime Beth Meyer community.

We don’t have family in town and good friends stepped in immediately to make sure
that we, and the out-of-towners that arrived, were consoled and well fed.

It was the Hesed ladies that took a heavy burden off our shoulders by taking care
of all the shiva arrangements, making sure that the house was set up to receive the
family and friends each day. Their kindness, compassion and thoughtfulness were
a blessing and greatly appreciated. 

Thank you once again for all that you do so willingly and with so much grace.
                                                                          -Linda Landau

Testimonial

-Sharyn Shapiro,
Hesed volunteer

We feel it is vitally important to connect with
members and their family so they are not alone
during this vulnerable and difficult time, and that
Beth Meyer is willing and able to support them. If
you are interested in volunteering, contact us at
ehportnoy@gmail.com or sfshapiro@me.com.”

Comforting Mourners 
Nihum aveilim is the mitzvah
(commandment) to care for

families who have 
experienced a 

death in the family. 
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schedule and help prepare Torah readers; 
assign and organize aliyot and other honors; 
roll and maintain Torah scrolls; 
ensure that memorial plaques shine for our
beloved deceased; 
lead services; 
serve as chevra kadisha (see the story on the next
page for a look into this sacred society);
and, literally and figuratively set the table for
events and joyous occasions? 

Few of us have a full sense of the many tasks, often
behind the scenes, that support ritual life in our shul.
It’s awesome!
 
Did you know that our fellow congregant volunteers:

I could fill this page with examples, but my hope is to
fill your heart. “Awesome” refers not just to the
practical tasks, but to their underlying nature, the
kavanah (intention). 

Our volunteers embody Gemilut Hasadim (acts of
lovingkindness), and a high level in the mitzvah of
giving — not for something in return. Not even for
recognition or for praise. Like our beautiful building
that houses everything inside, our Gemilut Hasadim
becomes the container — the spirit of ritual life. 
 
The Baal Shem Tov describes Jewish marriage in terms
of light that shines brighter from the partners united
than from the individual souls. That is how I see the
lovingkindness from the many people on and off the
Ritual Committee who tend to our ritual needs.
Throughout our history, today and tomorrow, their
collective light embodies loving hearts and a kindness
of soul that helps define our rituals, our faith, and our
Beth Meyer home. 

by Rick Kane, Ritual Committee Chair
rickskane@gmail.com

The AwesomeTasks of Ritual Life

Oh yeah — if you notice people doing stuff behind the scenes or front and center, it's definitely okay to nod, flash your
little knowing smile, and say, “Todah.”

“Our volunteers embody
Gemilut Hasadim (acts of
lovingkindness), and a high
level in the mitzvah of giving —
not for something in return.
Not even for recognition or 
for praise.”

Above: A Ritual volunteer lovingly changes the memorial plaques in the
sanctuary as needed. 

Take a peek behind the curtain at the seamless inner workings of the
Ritual Committee’s Acts of Lovingkindness
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I was startled by how cool her hand felt. Probably
because prior to that evening I had never really spent
time thinking about the details of preparing a Jewish
body for burial. Visually, it was a sterile environment
with hard surfaces and, like the four other ladies in
the room, I was wearing PPE from head to toe. While I
realize this description may sound cold and off-
putting, the room was actually filled with a
tremendous amount of warmth. 

This warmth came from the abundance of love and
kindness emanating from each person on the team as
we performed the ancient rituals of washing and
purifying and dressing the deceased while treating
her with the utmost respect and tenderness. We
recited poetry to her from the Song of Songs: “You are
all lovely, my beloved friend, there is no flaw in you.” 

I had never met the woman lying on the table in our
care, but I was surprised to discover a couple of the
women in the room were people I knew. One I
recognized as a fellow congregant at Beth Meyer;
another was a friend from a different shul who I
played Mah Jongg with every week. I was not aware
either of them were part of our community Chevra
Kadisha (a Holy Society), who volunteer to be “on call”
and perform taharah (ritual purification) when the
need arises. 

The primary reason I was unaware of their
involvement is because there is a certain amount of
secrecy surrounding the Chevra Kadisha. Obviously,
the deceased cannot know and appreciate what we
have done, nor ever pay it back. And the mourners are
not told which individuals participated in caring for
their loved one. It may not be a shock to learn that in
the world of Hesed, these entirely altruistic mitzvot,
which are done when a death has occurred, are
referred to as Hesed Shel Emet — the truest acts of 

by Bonnie Leach, volunteer
bonnie.e.leach@gmail.com

THE SECRET SOCIETY OF THE
CHEVRA KADISHA

kindness. By its very nature, volunteering with the
Chevra Kadisha is truly thankless! 

If you are interested in learning more about tahara
training or would like information about other mitzvot
offered by the Chevra Kadisha such as shmira (the
guarding/sitting and providing companionship for the
soul during this time of “confusion” between death and
burial) please reach out to Saul Schiffman, head of the
Raleigh-Cary Community Chevra Kadisha at
booksman@bellsouth.net. 

“... in the world of Hesed, these
entirely altruistic mitzvot which
are done when a death has
occurred are referred to as Hesed
Shel Emet — the truest acts of
kindness.”
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by Cathy Kaplan, Director of Religious School & Family Programs
cathyk@bethmeyer.org

by Rebecca Krantz,  Preschool Director
preschool@bethmeyer.org

H o w  W e  T e a c h  

Torah, Avodah, Gemilut Hasadim. As Jewish educators,
all three of these things figure prominently when we
explore curriculum, plan programming, and hire
faculty. 

Yes, we want our students to be familiar with Torah —
to know the stories, feel connected to our ancestors,
and be able to extract life lessons from the text. Yes,
we want our students to feel a connection to
Avodah/prayer — to understand the main themes,
have good Hebrew skills, and feel comfortable in any
Jewish prayer community. But that’s not enough. 

We also want a Jewish community for our children.
Through Beth Meyer Preschool and Kramer Religious
School we already have a framework, but we must
teach children how to be active members of our
community. Gemilut Hasadim are what bring us
together.  

Even our youngest learners discover what it means to
help their community and their world. At Beth Meyer
Preschool, every class spends time learning about
“community helpers,” and the many individuals who
work together to keep our community clean, safe, and

Above: The foundation of Gemilut Hasadim begins with Beth Meyer Preschool and Kramer Religious School students. 
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When we gather for group tefillah, we often talk
about gratitude for the special people in our lives.
Some classes even create contracts for behavior.
Those contracts are based on student and teacher
goals for creating a classroom community. Disputes
between students are handled through the lens of
community values. 

Our older students are ready to look at the larger
community and explore their place in it. We’ve
made meals for the homeless and packed Passover
bags for local homebound residents. We’ve made
cards — they LOVE making cards — for healthcare
workers, first responders, members of the military,
and survivors of natural and manmade disasters.
Our middle school students are encouraged to take
on “mitzvah projects” as they approach b-mitzvah.
Our youth groups, Kadima and USY, also take part in
service projects throughout the year. 

Last year, religious school parents participated in a
“visioning” activity. Their hopes and dreams for
their children included competence in Hebrew,
knowledge of Jewish texts, and a sense of Jewish
identity. But more importantly, they want a place
where children can learn about tikkun olam,
tzedakah, and kindness. A place where children and
families find their Jewish community and support
one another. Gemilut Hasadim, both in and out of the
classroom, will help us achieve that goal. 

healthy. We also talk about the ways the children
themselves can serve the community. We start small
— doing acts of kindness for our peers. 

Our students talk about how they can make a friend
feel better when they are sad, how they can include
friends who feel left out, and how to clean up our
shared spaces. Our 3-5 year olds have rotating
classroom jobs where they help their teachers and
peers as prayer leaders, line leaders, door holders,
and in other ways. Classes also participate in
community service projects on their own level. Often,
this involves making artwork and cards to show
appreciation and care for community members. The
main message at Beth Meyer Preschool is that it
takes many small acts from all of us to make our
world a warm, beautiful place for everyone. 

The message of community continues at Kramer
Religious School. We also care about the synagogue
community. Our students tend the garden and clean
the grounds. They help prepare the sanctuary for the
High Holy Days. We are always ready for an
opportunity to help! 

Tzedakah, taking care of animals, helping others feel
better, shalom bayit, and watching our words are all
topics for lively discussions in our younger grades.
Torah study is often through the lens of interpersonal
relationships, how we treat each other and why.

Above: Kramer Religious School students prepared apples and honey gift bags at the High Holy Days
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ROLL UP
Many hands make light work! Here’s how our congregants put their
talents to work at Beth Meyer Synagogue.

Jon Bograd, Libi Eir mikveh guide, lovingly and skillfully recently restored the
wooden cover on the bor (mikveh rainwater well). 

“I usually sit on the left side of the
sanctuary and often look up at the

windows to see the sky while
dovening. I noted an excessive

number of cobwebs on the upper
brick work. Having a long extension
pole with a brush that I use to clean

the cobwebs off the eaves of my
home, it was no bother to run by the
shul one day with the pole and clean

off the cobwebs.” 
-Harvey Sapir

YOUR SLEEVES

A Well-Appointed Cover

Cobwebs, 
Be Gone
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“I love working on the gardens. It started as a passion as
much as an obligation. I’m passionate about the need to
live harmonically with the environment and believe Beth
Meyer is an essential and natural place to promote those
ideas and I feel obligated to help make Beth Meyer
grounds as much of a spiritual retreat as the sanctuary is.
I love the companionship and enthusiam that I find
working with fellow dirt-diggers and getting to enjoy the
fruits of our labor every time I'm on the grounds (not to
mention the fruit of the fig tree.)

The Biblical garden began right after the Satisky
Education Building had been completed. There was an
area with a lot of construction debris and we grabbed it!
Little by little we’ve expanded and enhanced it.

There’s a core group of garden enthusiasts work to
develop and maintain the gardens. In addition, we have
special project folks (b-mitzvah projects, building the
raised beds for the kids’ garden, special plantings,
signage, etc.) Both groups have been instrumental to
making the gardens what they are today. 

We generally work for 2-3 hours on several Sunday
mornings throughout the year. In the spring, we clear out
the gardens to prepare for new growth, and switch out
the plants in the containers. During the summer, some of
us schedule ourselves for watering duty to keep the
gardens thriving. In the fall, we clean out the spent
summer folliage, plant some colorful annuals, and, again,
switch out the plants in the containers. 

There have been lots of good folks, flowers, figs and fun.
And it feels good.”

                                             -Madge Cohen

Digging In

Merri Robinson
assembled our new patio

heaters to keep our
outdoor spaces warm

and cozy for our outdoor
winter gatherings.

The Heat is On

Above: Volunteers with the Garden Committee keep our Biblical Garden and
grounds looking fresh as a daisy year round.  
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Girl Scout Troop 525, the Girl Scout Troop affiliated with Beth Meyer Synagogue,
cleans up Raleigh Hebrew Cemetery annually prior to the High Holy Days.

Members of Sisterhood pack and send holiday care
packages to Beth Meyer undergraduate college
students living away from home as part of their
College Outreach Program. Students receive boxes
with delicious treats as a reminder that they are still a
part of the Beth Meyer family. 

This program is open to children of current Beth
Meyer congregants or members of Sisterhood who are
full-time undergraduate students, living away from
home, at an accredited U.S. college in the continental
U.S.

Want to send one to your college student in time for
Purim? Email sisterhood@bethmeyer.org with details
of the student’s name, university, date of expected
graduation, and mailing address by Feb. 20 to make
sure they receive the package.

Care Packages for College Kids

Cemetary Clean Up

Sisterhood members participated in several mitzvah-inspired
projects in 2021 and plan to continue acts of loving kindness in
2022 by making and donating blankets to organizations that serve
at risk or in need populations. 

Throughout last year, Warm Up America along with the December
“Feel the Love” Blanket Mitzvah Program, made and donated 25
blankets to Myra’s Angels Foundation and the Women’s Center of
Wake County. Both organizations serve the homeless. 

In prior years, Wake Up America has donated blankets to
WakeMed Children’s Hospital, the Green Chair Project, the Helen
Wright Center, Healing Transitions (Women’s Campus), and Oak
City Cares.

You can participate by joining the monthly, in-person Warm Up
America meetings (the second Tuesday of every month; the next
meetings are March 8 and May 10 at 10:30 a.m.) or by making
squares at home and dropping them off at the shul. We are happy
to teach you how to knit or crochet, or how to put a blanket
together!

Questions? Please contact Dara at dara.finkelstein@gmail.com.

Making Blankets for Those in Need

At right and below:
Sisterhood members' 

 warm and fuzzy
mitzvah projects

include making blankets
for those in need.
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Steve Katz
I volunteer my time as a security

volunteer, Safety Committee Chair, and
Regional Manager of CSS simply

because I can. I do not mean that as a
bromide. Like everyone, “free” time is

not something I have an abundance of,
however, I consider it a blessing to be

able to serve in these roles. I am blessed
that I live in a time when the Jewish

people have the ability, the tools, and
the resources to protect our

communities. While antisemitism is not
going away, it is also clear that we no

longer have to rely on the whims of 

Alan King
There is a simple answer to why Ben and I contribute to the
financial health of Beth Meyer —  because it matters. As
congregants, we are all fortunate to be part of this vibrant and
thriving Jewish community. One that attends not only to our
spiritual wellbeing, but also creates a space that is uniquely ours
—  where we are welcome and safe. Where we don’t need to
explain our differences, but instead can celebrate them. Within
these walls, virtual and real, we are family. And families take
care of each other. Giving to Beth Meyer is not an investment in
a building or concept, it is a reinvestment in each of us. 

Elyse M. Goldberg-Werner, 
MSN, ANP-C 
As we approach the second anniversary of
this horrific pandemic and its ensuing
variants, we all remain hopeful the virus
continues to morph into a non-lethal form.
As with many of my fellow healthcare
practitioners, we have something to give;
our time, knowledge and experience in
medicine. In my role as a nurse practitioner,
I convey complex medical information to
the lay public. Knowledge is power, and
everyone should have access to easy-to-
understand medical facts to assist in 
making the best informed decision for
themselves and their loved ones.    

WHY I GIVE
We asked three congregants to share their reasons for giving financially, contributing their
time and sharing their expertise to Beth Meyer Synagogue.

The concept of tikkun olam,
which means repair the world,
expresses the value of
volunteering in Judaism and
tradition teaches us that
humanity should take on an
active role. I felt compelled to
volunteer my time. We are
community of many wonderful
talents and we thrive when we
all contribute. Helping to
protect the congregants of
Beth Meyer Synagogue
became not a task but an act of
lovingkindness.   

some political patron or bow to
some commissar for our very

existence. I say, “Baruch
Hashem!” every time I put on

that CSS jacket to serve
alongside my brothers and

sisters. We welcome you to
join us. You will be paid off in

an abundance of pride
 and purpose!
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Sisterhood Partners with Wake
Up and Read to Strengthen
Childhood Literacy in Wake Co. 
 
Opportunities for personal growth and
Jewish living through acts of service were
themes of the 29th annual Sisterhood
Shabbat held January 15, 2022 at Beth
Meyer Synagogue. Throughout January,
Beth Meyer Sisterhood partnered with the
community coalition Wake Up and Read to
collect dozens of books to donate to
children with the goal of expanding literacy
in Wake County. Shabbat guest speaker Dr.
Lori Krzeszewski, administrator of the Wake
Up and Read Program, stressed the
importance of expanding childhood access
to books as critical to school readiness and
success. Book drives like the one
sponsored by Sisterhood create a “culture
of literacy’’ that promotes a high quality
education for all children, Krzeszewki said.

Speaking to the more than 100 in person
and online participants of the service,
Sisterhood President Suzanne Zorn
discussed the holiday of Tu Bishevat (Jewish
Arbor Day) with a Talmudic story
emphasizing the need to plant trees for the
next generation and connected that with
the work that the organization Wake Up
and Read does in planting the seeds of
literacy in the minds of the young people in
our community. She also discussed the
many charitable donations Sisterhood
makes both within the shul and the greater
community, and encouraged women to
volunteer with Sisterhood to make it an
even more dynamic part of their lives.

Sisterhood

Social Action Committee
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SISTERHOOD SHABBAT PARTNERS
Sisterhood uses their Sisterhood Shabbat event to help shine a light on a
community partner each year, typically involving a collection of needed supplies.
See the sidebar at right for their most recent collaboration.

THE PURIM PROJECT
Sisterhood’s newest fundraiser encourages congregants to engage with one
another by exchanging Mishloah Manot (Purim goodie bags) while raising
important funds that help support Beth Meyer Preschool, the Kramer Religious
School and Beth Meyer Synagogue.

TORAH FUND
When you order a Torah Fund greeting card for $5, your friend or loved one gets
a gorgeous card in the mail with your name on it and the money goes to support
scholarships and programming at Conservative/Masorti institutes of higher
Jewish learning. Gail Sherman, who runs the Torah Fund Card program, can be
reached at gsherman754@aol.com or (919) 264-6037. 

JUDAICA SHOP
Your support of the Judaica shop helps the Sisterhood of Beth Meyer Synagogue
to continue to provide our congregants with quality education, excellent
programming, special events and community outreach. Shop online at
jshop.bethmeyer.org or schedule an appointment with Shelly at
judaicashop@bethmeyer.org.

What           Us 
We asked the Social Action Committee and Sisterhood to 
share a round-up of their year-round giving opportunities. 

ROTATING FOOD DRIVES
There still remains an unprecedented need in our local community for food
assistance and supplementation. The Social Action Committee collects non-
perishable foods year round on a rotating schedule for Jewish Family Services
(JFS), the Inner-Faith Food Shuttle, and Urban Ministries of Wake County. Pop-
up drives also occur throughout the year, such as February’s The Light House
Project's Interfaith Canned Food Drive. 

EPISCOPAL FARMWORKERS MINISTRIES
Every March since 2007, the Social Action Committee’s Episcopal Farmworker
Ministry (EFwM) Collection Drive has brought both financial support and
needed items to farmworkers in Eastern North Carolina. The EFwM visits the
men in the labor camps and brings them much needed supplies.

NOTE IN THE POCKET DONATION DRIVE
Alyssa Rossen and Samantha Dorfman, members of the Teen Board at Note in
the Pocket and Beth Meyer Social Action, helped to organize “Tees, Tops, &
Tanks-giving” last fall by collecting school-appropriate shirts.

JFS HANUKKAH GIFT DRIVE
The Social Action Committee helps shine a light to children and families needing
support in purchasing new board games, art supplies, sports equipment and
other gifts for Hanukkah.

Drives
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Phyllis Egyes in memory of Rozelle Bederman    
Anonymous
Dianne and Henry Schaffer in honor of Lucy Sandra
Wertheim    
Ellen Adelman in memory of Rozelle Bederman 
Ellen Adelman in memory of BJ Davis’s mother

Stefanie Mendell & Richard Johnson in memory of Stefanie’s
grandmother, Goldie Freeman        

Sara & Solomon Rutzky                               
Jesslyn & David Perlmutter in memory of David’s father,
Abraham Perlmutter     

Susan and Mark Goldhaber in memory of Mark’s mother,
Alice Goldhaber            
Denise & Alfred Friedrich in memory of Rozelle Bederman

Elaine and David Glass in honor of Danny & Susan Margolis -
Happy Anniversary
David & Elaine Glass wishing a speedy recovery to Marc
Rose     
David & Elaine Glass wishing a speedy recovery to Renee
Hammel            
Edward T. Steinberg in memory of Moses B. & Rose T.
Steinberg, Caleb Steinberg              

Ellen Adelman in memory of her mother, Joan Adelman 
Norma & David Zendels in memory of Rozelle Bederman

Todd Mozingo & Billy Traurig in honor of Stacey Kohn    
Marty & Adele Kaplan in memory of Marty’s sister, Phyllis
Snyder             
Dennis Rosenzweig in memory of his father, Mortimer
David Rosenzweig             
Bernard Slater                                  
Mindy Smith                                      
Leslie & Randy Needham in memory of Randy’s father,
Joseph Franklin Needham             
Susan Ehrlich & Jeff Engel in memory of Joe Vosk, father of
Barbara Vosk
Judith & Tom Fisher in memory of Judith’s father, Dr. Martin
Rubinstein 

Adult Education/Scholar-in-Residence Fund 

               
Barton & Marie-Claude White Operating Endowment Fund        

Beth Meyer Facilities Endowment          

Biblical Garden 

               
Burton & Michele Horwitz & Family Education Endowment        

Frances Pascher Kanof Adult Education Endowment      

General Fund   

DONATIONS
November 15, 2021-January 31, 2022

Claudia Fuerst in memory of her husband, Robert Louis
Fuerst   
Claudia Fuerst in memory of her father-in-law, Herbert
Fuerst   
Norman Steinberger in honor of David Glass       
Alan & Phyllis Kritz in honor of the Rabbis Solomon          
Randi Saulles & Steven Martin                                   
Gena & Marvin Brown                                  
Pete and Nancy Tannenbaum                                    
Mark Werner                                    
Anna Acerra in memory of her father, John A. Acerra      
Judy & Tom Fisher in memory of Judy’s mother, Ina Lee
Rubenstein         
Olga Bederman in memory of Rozelle Bederman 
Cindy & David Siflinger in memory of their aunt, Rozelle
Bederman          
Claudia Fuerst in memory of Irwin Flescher, father of
Jonathan Flescher
Claudia Fuerst in memory of her father, Ralph Milton
Alperin      
Dr. Eugene L. Hirsch in memory of his mother, Mrs. Dorothy
Lidsky Hirsch             
Sheila B. Hirsch in memory of her father, Mr. Irving Shayew        
Alec & Sarah Peters in memory of Robert & Mari Blum   
Saad & Charbanneau Family in memory of Rozelle
Bederman     
Sandy & Sheldon Mazursky in memory of Irwin Flescher,
father of Jonathan Flescher
Amy & Leonard Bush in memory of Irwin Flescher, father of
Jonathan Flescher
Debrah & Chuck Barish in memory of Irwin Flescher, father
of Jonathan Flescher
Alan Pensler in honor of Rabbi Eric Solomon       
Ludmilla Pompadur in memory of Rozelle Bederman      
Julie and Charles Marcus in memory of Rozelle Bederman            
Jon and Mara Buxbaum in memory of Irwin Flescher, father
of Jonathan Flescher
Irene Silverstein in memory of her father, Morton Gross 
Susan Ehrlich and Jeff Engel in honor of Rabbi Jenny
Solomon    
Sanford and Barbara Klein in memory of Irwin Flescher   
Sondra Panico & Stuart Levin in memory of Irwin Flescher            
Sondra Panico & Stuart Levin in memory of Rozelle
Bederman    
Judith & Tom Fisher                                               
Anya & Arthur Gordon in memory of Irwin Flescher         
Robin Steinberg in memory of Irwin Flescher      
Sarah Fuerst in honor of Lucy Sandra Wertheim 
Amy Ripps in honor of Lucy Sandra Wertheim    
Jon and Mara Buxbaum in honor of Lucy Sandra Wertheim          
Limor and Jeremy Schwartz in honor of Lucy Sandra
Wertheim 
Murray Galper in memory of his wife, Sandra Galper       

Thank you for supporting Beth Meyer Synagogue. Your
donations allow us to bridge the gap so that those with lesser
means can participate in all aspects of the synagogue.
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Seth Effron and siblings in honor of Saul Schiffman for your
help during our loss

Mindy and Bruce Oberhardt in memory of Herb Segal’s
sister      
Denis Kingberg in memory of Irwin Flescher, father of
Jonathan Flescher
Sue & Marc Finkel in memory of  Irwin Flescher, father of
Jonathan Flescher
Adele & Martin Kaplan in memory of Martin’s grandmother,
Hudel Gottlieb         
Jenna and Joseph Beker in memory of Irwin Flescher,
father of Jonathan Flescher

Stefanie Mendell & Richard Johnson in memory of
Stefanie’s grandmother, Jennie Mendell          

Michael Wagner in memory of his brother, Roger Wagner            

Sandy Slavit in memory of her mother, Frances Pensler 

Mara & Jonathan Buxbaum in memory of Mara’s father,
Peter Fogarassy 
United Jewish Community/ Virginia Peninsula in honor of
Rabbi Jenny Solomon 
Nicole Quallen in honor of Rabbi Jenny Solomon

Rachelle & Jay Schwartz in memory of Rachelle’s father,
Jack Bober         
Ellen Adelman in honor of Lucy Sandra Wertheim             
Janis and John Zaremba in honor of Lucy Sandra Wertheim

Harriet and Fred Kelner in memory of Fred’s mother, Sylvia
Kelner           
Stacey & Larry Kohn in memory of Larry’s mother, Helen
Kohn   
Jerry Kushner in memory of his father-in-law, Leonard
Harrison 
Joel Raphael in appreciation of the aliyah for his birthday             
Roberta Lang in memory of her mother, Blanche Lang     
Gayle Bieler & Rick Williams in memory of Gayle’s mother,
Gloria Bieler 
Ceci Berenthal in memory of her sister, Julia Kleiner        
Joyce Siflinger in memory of her sister, Rozelle Bederman            
Sara & Solomon Rutzky                                
Adele & Martin Kaplan  in memory of Martin’s father, Ralph
Kaplan         

Hevra Kaddisha 

Honey & Perry Levine Memorial Fund for Senior Programs         

Jeanne LaBorwitt Library Endowment   

Kitchen Fund    

Leslie & Frances Pensler Religious School Endowment  

Mikveh Fund    

Preschool Fund 

Rabbi Eric’s Discretionary Fund 

Osborn-Polakoff Family in memory of their mother, Rozelle
Bederman 
Barbara Vosk and Howie Shareff in memory of Irwin
Flescher  

Barbara Vosk & Howie Shareff in honor of MaryAnne &
George Klein new grandchild
Murray Galper in memory of his father, Ralph Galper      
Ceci Berenthal in memory of her sister, Julia Kleiner        
Sara & Solomon Rutzky                                
Stacey & Larry Kohn in memory of Stacey’s mother, Selma
Kasten             
Adele & Martin Kaplan in memory of Martin’s mother,  Lotty
Kaplan         
Arlene Kanner and Marilyn Okrent in memory of their
father, Rubin Joseph Goldberg      

Janis & John Zaremba in memory of Harriet Bresenoff,
mother of Lisa Feierstein
Janis & John Zaremba in memory of Irwin Flescher, father of
Jonathan Flescher
Sara & Solomon Rutzky                                
Janis & John Zaremba in memory of Manny Richman, father
of Steve Richman

Ann & George Tosky in memory of Irwin Flescher, father of
Jonathan Flescher
Gerri Baer, Dan Isaac, Alex and Julian Isaac in memory of
Mel and Barbara Baer  
Cheryl Siegel in honor of Janis Zaremba 
Robin Blumberg  in memory of her father, Max Stall         

Betty Mandel & Ron Bidwell wishing a speedy recovery to
Renee Hammel            
Barbara & Jeff Margolis wishing a speedy recovery to Renee
Hammel     
Barbara & Jeffrey Margolis wishing a speedy recovery to
Judy & Stanley Buchholz              
Barbara & Jeffrey Margolis in honor of Lisa Greenbaum’s
marriage engagement
Barbara & Jeffrey Margolis wishing a speedy recovery to
Liliane Himmel 

Barbara Vosk and Howie Shareff  in honor of Robin Jacobs
and Rick Kane and their new granddaughter
Eileen Wilkinson in memory of Rozelle Bederman         

Rabbi Eric’s Discretionary Fund (continued)

Rabbi Jenny’s Discretionary Fund            

Religious School Director’s Discretionary Fund  

Religious School Fund   

Ronald Bidwell and Betty Mandel Operating Endowment           

Social Action Fund          
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Beth Meyer Synagogue
504 Newton Road
Raleigh, NC 27615
Office: 919-848-1420
School: 919-848-8111

Email: office@bethmeyer.org
bethmeyer.org

Find us on your favorite social media platforms:

fb.com/bethmeyersynagogue

youtube.com/bethmeyersynagogue

@bethmeyershul

Morning Torah with Rabbi Eric most Friday mornings

Minhah Moments with Rabbi Jenny most Tuesday afternoons

http://fb.com/bethmeyersynagogue
http://youtube.com/bethmeyersynagogue

