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HaMaggid 

When it comes time for receiving a 
bar/bat mitzvah date, some 
children (and parents!) ask 
me, “Tell me the truth, Rabbi. Is this 
Torah portion a good one?”   
My answer, “All Torah portions are 
good ones!” 
 

But, I can admit here amongst friends that some Torah 
portions are easier to access than others. And, probably no 
Torah portion is easier to drash (interpret) than the one 
that contains the Ten Commandments. 
 
That Torah portion, with its vivid description of Mount 
Sinai, could have been named after a whole host of Biblical 
characters, but, notably, it was named after a character 
that—on the surface—doesn’t appear to be so 
prominent:   the father-in-law of Moses, Yitro.   
 
Who was Yitro? 
 
When Moses flees from Pharoah’s palace, confused about 
his identity and his role in the world, he eventually reaches 
the desert of Midian and is warmly welcomed by Yitro and 
his family. Yitro’s daughter, Tzipporah, ends up becoming 
Moses’ wife, and Yitro blesses Moses when Moses goes 
back to Egypt to free his Hebrew brothers and sisters. 
Later, after Moses finds leadership of the people 
exhausting, Yitro advises Moses to give some of the legal 
decision-making power over to other elders. The way to 
lead effectively, Yitro teaches, is through empowering 
others rather than upon always insisting upon leading from 
the center.  
 
In observing Yitro’s deep love and support of Moses and 
the people of Israel, it is especially remarkable to 
remember that Yitro was a Midianite. Quite literally, he 
was a not a member of the “tribe.” He was a loving, caring  
supporter of our people who was integral in helping Moses 

and our entire community grow. Without Yitro, it is fair to 
say, we may never have made it out of Egypt.  
 
From these early Torah passages about Yitro, we learn that 
there have always been people outside of the Jewish 
community who have played a critical role in helping the 
Jewish people flourish. Some of these “non-Hebrews” 
practiced another religion. Others may have professed to 
believe in the God of Israel. And still others may not have 
had a clear religious allegiance altogether. Some may have 
married a member of the Hebrew/Israelite community and 
others may have been just supporters, laborers, extended 
relatives, or friends.  
 
But, it bears repeating, that from time immemorial there 
have been people who have sojourned with us, yet for one 
reason or another, they were not prepared to convert.  
In Beth Meyer Synagogue today, we are blessed to have 
many wonderful righteous Yitro-like people in our midst. 
These dedicated non-Jews, often the spouses of Jews, have 
devoted themselves to raising Jewish families and 
providing their children a Jewish education.  
 
In recent years, I’m proud to say, our shul has actively 
welcomed these wonderful supporters as members of our 
holy community. Especially as a Conservative synagogue, 
our hamishe (warm) welcome of these supportive non- 
Jews has been exceptional.  
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Rabbi Eric’s Message—continued 

But with the growing presence of righteous non-Jews and intermarried families in 
our midst, it is time for us to widen our tent even further and see if we can be 
even more welcoming and inclusive of these kind-hearted and generous 
individuals. 
 
Years ago, most of these non-Jews identified, to one degree or another, as 
Christians. Some of them practiced piously and others may have been only cultural 
Christians. But in today’s America, more and more people raised in Christian 
homes are leaving their faith and tradition. In fact, when asked by the Pew Study 
on American Religion a few years ago, it was determined that the fastest growing 
American religious group was identified as “Nones.” That is to say, people of no 
religion at all. Many consider themselves “spiritual, but not religious” and they are 
on a spiritual journey that is not yet complete. In our congregation, we find that 
these non-Jews wish to support Jewish life but they themselves are not necessarily 
prepared to officially join our people— at least, not yet. We are grateful for their 
presence, but how do we integrate them best into our congregation? How can we 
make them feel as fully at home as possible in our community? How can we let 
them know how deeply grateful we are for their commitment to Beth Meyer and 
the Jewish people?  
 
These are the types of questions that the Interfaith/Inclusion Task Force 
(courageously and capably led by Sherry Shapiro) have wrestled with in the past 
few months. As part of the task force’s work, we have invited Rabbi Joshua Rabin 
of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism to come speak to our 
community. He is the Conservative movement’s expert on inclusion and outreach, 
and he has helped numerous Conservative shuls work on instituting the best 
policies and practices regarding welcoming intermarried families and non-Jewish 
spouses and partners.  
 
I urge all of you to hear his teaching on Sunday, February 24 at 2:30 PM in the Beit 
Am. At this event, you will have a chance to learn from Rabbi Rabin, the task force, 
and our board leadership. It will also be an opportunity for you to ask questions 
and raise any concerns you may have about this subject.  
 
Thousands of years ago, when Moses was struggling to become a leader of our 
people, he turned to a righteous, supportive non-Jew, Yitro, for his advice. Yitro’s 
help was so deeply appreciated that one of our most important Torah portions 
was named after him.  
 
In 5779/2019, we are similarly blessed to 
have the support of a growing group of non- 
Jews that are equally committed to helping 
our people flourish. Let us find even more 
ways to welcome, appreciate and include 
these special souls. Come out on February 
24th so we can discuss this more.  
 
L’shalom, 
 
Eric 
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B’ Mayim Hayim T’hiyeh,  
May the living waters sustain you. 
Rabbi Jenny Solomon, D. Min., Mikveh Director 

Rosh Hodesh (the celebration of the new moon and the beginning of the new Hebrew month) is a 
joyous occasion with many accompanying customs and traditions.  Rosh Hodesh Adar, the new 
moon for the month of Adar carries with it an extra measure of joy because of the upcoming 
holiday of Purim.  This year, Rosh Hodesh Adar falls on February 5th and 6th.  These dates are truly 
auspicious for me as Meirav and Adi were born on February 5th and 6th in 2003 and 2005, 
respectively.  I share this information not only for its personal relevance, but instead to remind us 
all that every new moon is cause for celebration each and every month.  Rosh Hodesh signifies new 

beginnings, new possibilities, and holds with it all the potentiality that we pray for in the month ahead.  And who 
among us doesn’t need a reminder that we get to start over from time to time?  What a blessing!  It is no surprise, 
therefore, that Jews have a custom of immersing in the mikveh on Rosh Hodesh.  In fact, we have a ceremony on a 
laminated card that you can take with you into the water when you immerse on the occasion of Rosh Hodesh.  This 
ritual is open to men and women, young and old.  All are welcome.  Here is a taste of the ceremony:  
 

KAVANNAH (intention) 
To be read at the mikveh's edge before you enter the water: 

 

The new moon, the new moon, slim bright light, pregnant with possibilities. 
Our lives are like the new moon. 

How great are our talents, which God has given us. 
How little of them we reveal. 

 

God, in the coming month, help me shed light on the great gifts You have blessed  me with, so  that next 
month, I may say, 

"What God has given me, I have truly shared with others." 
 

FIRST  IMMERSION 
Slowly descend the steps into the mikveh waters. 

 

The new month is yet to unfold. 
I can imagine some of what it will bring, but the rest remains a mystery. 

 

May this new moon and this new month renew and 
refresh me and those I love. 

 

Immerse completely so that every part of your body is covered by the warm water. 
When you emerge, recite the following blessing: 

 

Blessed are You, God, Majestic Spirit of the Universe who makes us 
holy by embracing us in living waters. 

 

SECOND IMMERSION 
With this immersion, I honor new beginnings. 

 

Take a deep breath and exhale, while gently and completely immersing for the second time. 
 

When you emerge, recite the following: 
 

Blessed are You who gives us the New Moon, it is a sign of 
beginning anew. 

Blessed are You, as we start all over again. 
Continued on page 4 
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The Beth Meyer Hesed Committee is a network of Beth Meyer congregants who offer support during times of illness, 
sadness and happiness. We do our best to provide: 
 
• Support during times of illness including rides and organizing meals 
• Transportation to and from the synagogue for services 
• Mourning assistance - set up the shivah house, serve the meal of consolation, and support the mourners as needed 
 

We are also collecting gift cards to the following stores to help with supplies and meal deliveries: Target, Walmart, 
Harris Teeter, Lowes, Publix, Whole Foods and Trader Joe's. 
 

CURRENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 
Are you looking for a fulfilling volunteer opportunity in the New Year? Would you like be a part of a unique, small 
group of volunteers centered around the well-being of a single individual in need?  We have a need for volunteers to 
join a new Circle of Care - focused on caring for an elderly individual in our Beth Meyer community that would benefit 
from regular visits, sharing Jewish holidays and events, select opportunities for rides, if needed, and select 
opportunities for meal delivery, if needed. 
 
If you think you'd like to be a part of a new small group centered around 
bringing Hesed to this individual, please contact us at 
bethmeyerhesed@gmail.com. 
 

REMINDER:  February 17th is our Volunteer "THANK YOU" Brunch at Beth 
Meyer:  Volunteers (or those interested in learning about volunteering 
through Hesed) are invited to enjoy a light brunch and meet other volunteers 
from 10-12 am.   
 

Ways to help:  Contact us at bethmeyerhesed@gmail.com to join the Hesed 
committee or add your name to our volunteer list. Click here to donate to the 
Hesed Fund. 

New Moon, ancient light, may my spirit rise to You in     ’s sky. 
             NAME OF NEW MONTH 

 

Take a moment for personal reflection. 
 

THIRD IMMERSION 
To be read before you immerse: 

 

May the new month bring me kindness and blessing. 
May I have long life, peace, and good fortune. 

May the longings of my heart be fulfilled for good. 
 

Relax and let your body soften, as you slowly and completely immerse for the third time. 
 

I hope you will consider immersing to honor Rosh Hodesh or any other significant moment/cycle in your life.  Mikveh is 
all about taking time to sanctify the holiness of time— the holiness of this moment— exactly as it is and exactly as we 
are.  
 

To make an appointment or for more general information about the mikveh, please call the confidential mikveh line at 
Beth Meyer Synagogue at 848-1420 ext. 300, call my cell phone 214-886-5079, or send me an e-mail at 
mikveh@bethmeyer.org.  

Hesed News 

Mikveh—continued 

mailto:bethmeyerhesed@gmail.com
mailto:bethmeyerhesed@gmail.com
https://bethmeyer.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=21
mailto:mikveh@bethmeyer.org
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Seven Steps to Wholeness and Healing: 
A Celebration of Seven Years at Libi Eir Mikveh 

 
Sunday, March 17, 2019 from 10:45 AM—12 Noon 

Beth Meyer Synagogue 
504 Newton Rd, Raleigh, NC 

 
No fee, but registration is required. 

 
Registration can also be found on the Bethmeyer.org  
website calendar by clicking on the event, and then  

clicking “register now.” 

 

Learn more about the mikveh! 

Breakout sessions include: 

• Interactive Tour of the Mikveh 

• Text Learning 

• Exploring the Ritual in Life Transitions 

• Panel Conversation with Mikveh Users sharing 
their experiences and answering questions 

The event is co-sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary. 
 

https://bethmeyer.org/civicrm/event/register?id=3829&reset=1
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A Blue & White Night to Remember 
 

A Blue & White Affair supports programming and education across the generations at Beth Meyer.   This 
elegant event will begin with a cocktail hour where you can toast friends and bid on fabulous prizes in the 
Silent Auction.  After you are seated, a delicious dinner, including beer and wine, will be served.  Then, the 
after-party begins with music, dancing and the finale of the Silent Auction. 
 

Making this evening even more special is A Blue & White Affair - For Kids! Beth Meyer’s high school teens 
and youth staff will run games and activities, show a movie, and keep kids entertained until the adult affair 
ends.  If you are attending A Blue & White Affair and have children between the ages of 7 and 13, please 
register your children for this free event by February 18, 2019.   
 

We invite you to consider partnering with us on A Blue & White Affair.  Participation in all sponsorship levels 
includes acknowledgement of your generosity on the Beth Meyer website, event signage, the 
commemorative menu, and in HaMaggid which reaches over 470 families in our community. All sponsorship 
levels include at least 2 tickets for A Blue & White Affair. If you are interested in supporting this event at any 
level, please contact events@bethmeyer.org. 
 

To purchase tickets, please return the RSVP card from your invitation or visit https://bethmeyer.org/

mailto:events@bethmeyer.org
https://bethmeyer.org/BlueWhiteAffair
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A Blue & White Affair Auction: 
 
AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED for A Blue & White Affair Auction. The Fundraising Committee is looking for VIP 
experiences, behind the scenes tours, event tickets, outings, vacation getaways, and more. Please 
email Beth Rossen events@bethmeyer.org or submit your donation information online https://
bit.ly/2BV9ved.  All auction items are tax-deductible.  

mailto:events@bethmeyer.org
https://bit.ly/2BV9ved
https://bit.ly/2BV9ved


 

 
26 Shevat—23 Adar I 5779 

 Page 8 504 Newton Road ● Raleigh, NC 27615 ● Tel: 919-848-1420 ● Fax: 919-848-1571 ● www.bethmeyer.org 

 

Aaron Ryzoff will become 
a Bar Mitzvah on 
February 9, 2019.  His 
parents, Ilena and Chad, 
and his brother and sister, 
Brandon and Faith, are 
excited to share this 
special day with Aaron, 
family and friends. 
 

Aaron is a 7th grader at 
Ligon Middle School 
where he is on the 
executive board for 
student council and 
responsible for service 
activities (organized fundraisers for ASPCA and JDRF and 
helps keep the school clean).  He is also a member of the 
tech crew supporting the Ligon Theatre and Music 
Program.  Aaron has played goalie for his soccer team 
since moving to the Raleigh area three years ago and is 
an avid baseball player.  He is also actively involved in 
the Kadima program. When not busy with school or his 
other activities, he enjoys hanging out with friends, 
going on cruises and swimming. 

Boy Scout Pack 390 is Back!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meetings are Sundays at 3pm at Beth Meyer 
Synagogue in the Social Hall 
 

Grades K-5 are welcome to join 
 

For more information, contact Whitney Clarke 
(whitneyclarke@nc.rr.com) 

Two Yoga Programs in February 
 
Shabbat Yoga, Non-Judgment, with Phyllis Kritz – 
Saturday, February 9, 9-10:15 am 
Our monthly Saturday morning Yoga is intended 
for all levels as embodied spiritual start to your 
Shabbat morning. Come afterward to Torah Service 
and Musaf as you are. 
 

Restorative Yoga, Loving Kindness,  

with Dr. Barbara Vosk and Rabbi Jenny –  

Sunday, February 10, 7-8:15 pm 

Sunday evening Restorative Yoga is appropriate for 

everyone; no previous yoga experience required. 

This quiet and rejuvenating practice helps melt 

away tension in the body and is healing for those 

coping with emotional or physical 

illnesses/injuries, fatigue, grief, and 

stress.  
 

Register and Full Details at 
bethmeyer.org/yoga 

Senior Luncheon 
Beth Meyer Synagogue Social Hall 
Tuesday, February 26th 
Noon—1:30pm 

 
We’ll have an opportunity to hear from a representative 
from Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI).  Learn 
more about learning!  OLLI provides noncredit courses, 
study trips, and special events for adults aged 50+. 
 
We want to accommodate everyone so please RSVP to: 
919-848-1420 or office@bethmeyer.org.  A $3 donation 
is appreciated; transportation is available with ample 
notice. 
 

These luncheons are made possible by The Honey and 
Perry Levine Memorial Fund for Senior Programs. 
 
 

Bar Mitzvah of Aaron Ryzoff 

mailto:whitneyclarke@nc.rr.com?subject=Boy%20Scout%20Pack%20390
bethmeyer.org/yoga
mailto:office@bethmeyer.org
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Adult Education Committee—Amy Ripps 

Our programs and study groups are in full swing.  We had a full house for the Shabbatones concert 
last month and our January brunch with Wanda Urbanska was well attended and well received.  
Part 1 of our Hebrew Reading 103 class is underway and Part 2 will begin in March.  And at the end 
of January, the first in our Pathways to God series met.  This program, based on the teachings of 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, will meet monthly through May.  While there is no cost to attend, we 
do ask for registration so we’ll be sure to have enough materials and seats.  
 
Our next Sunday brunch program will be on February 10 and will feature Dr. Michael Figueroa from 
UNC who will present a talk entitled, Listening to Jerusalem: Sound, Music and Politics.  Reservations are due by 
February 6 (you can register and pay here or call the office to reserve your seat).  The next Pathways to God session will 
be on February 24 (register here).  
 
And, of course, our regular Shabbat afternoon and Wednesday morning study groups will continue to meet weekly 
throughout the month.  Along with programs offered by our Sisterhood and Men’s club – and A Blue and White Affair – 
there is plenty to do at Beth Meyer in February.  

From Amy’s Desk—Religious School 

Things have been hopping around the school.  Our 3rd - 8th graders are completely engaged in their 2nd unit of elective 
classes and everyone is enjoying the “extra” month of Adar to get some solid learning in before the next round of 
holidays is upon us.   
 

The 5th grade class spent several weeks learning about tefillin including welcoming guest speakers Saul Schiffman and 
Rabbi Eric Solomon.  And, thanks to our Men’s Club, the students were able to make their own set of (non-Kosher) 
tefillin which they will use during the World Wide Wrap on Sunday, February 3. 
 

The 6th grade also spent time learning about tefillin - and tallit as well.  This is part of their preparation for becoming 
bat/bar mitzvah.  They had a chance to examine the commandments surrounding these objects - and had a chance to 
tie their own tzitzit.   
 

The 8th grade will take their annual trip to the Virginia Holocaust Museum in Richmond this month.  They will be joining 
students from the other Wake County synagogues/temples for this important experience.   
 

Our youngest students are busy engaging with the holidays, Torah, and learning the Hebrew alef-bet.  Walking through 
the halls on a Sunday morning, one can hear Hebrew bingo, can watch Hebrew yoga and can see amazing art projects 
based on the Hebrew letters.   
 

The high school will finish the 3rd quarter classes and begin the 4th this month.  It’s been amazing to listen in as our 
teens discuss theology, world religions and Jewish Rock n Roll as I walk through the halls.  For the 4th quarter, Rabbi 
Jenny Solomon will be joining our staff for the first time - offering Mussar for teens.  There are also classes in American 
Jewish history, Judaism and Free speech, and Torah as poetic literature.   
 
Our annual Mishloah Manot program is in full swing (for families with children in Yad b’Yad through 8th grade).  Purim is 
around the corner . . .and that means Pesah can’t be far behind! 

Composting Project 

If you’ve been to shul lately, you may have noticed that Beth Meyer has begun a composting program.  We have 
contracted with CompostNOW to reduce waste at Beth Meyer.  For now, we are focusing on Shabbat mornings and are 
only able to compost some items.  Soon, we will be adding to the list of compostables.  The benefit?  In addition to 
doing our part to help reduce waste, our garden committee will receive amazing compost for the Biblical Garden and 
other projects.  We will be running the program on most, but not all, Shabbat mornings through the end of the school 
year.  We will have volunteers stationed by the compost bin to help make sure your trash gets put into the proper 
receptacle.  If you’re interested in helping out with this project - please contact Amy Ripps (school@bethmeyer.org).   

https://bethmeyer.org/civicrm/event/info?id=3407
https://bethmeyer.org/civicrm/event/info?id=3791
mailto:school@bethmeyer.org
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2019 is already off to an excellent start for our youth programs! The first weekend of January had offerings for all ages, 
including a USY Shabbat dinner, a Kadima movie night, and an afternoon movie for Nitzanim and Mahar, our 
elementary school youth groups. The Kadimaniks chose to see The Goonies, which I know they’ve seen a thousand 
times, and we used to show when I was in Kadima here. And it’s still a hit! The elementary schoolers watched the 1997 
Disney movie Hercules, and even though it’s four times their age, I had Kindergarteners asking to watch it again.   
 
In February, our USYers are planning to help out big time by offering free childcare for kids ages 7-13 whose families 
are attending the Blue & White Affair fundraiser. Other programs we’re looking forward to include: 
 

• Shabbat dinner on Friday, February 1 at the Cohens.  
 
• Kadima roller skating at Jellybeans from 2-4 pm on 

Sunday, February 3.  
 
• Kadima dinner will be on Wednesday, February 13. 
 

Parent Volunteers – We want to thank Jill Grifenhagen, Ilena 

Ryzoff, Stacy Becher, and Jennifer and Alan Etkin for 

volunteering at youth programs over the past month.  

Youth Programs—Josh Orol 

Thank you to Sustainable Pest Systems, SPS Inc., Postal Solutions, and C.A.R.E. Services for being event-level sponsors 
for our second annual Lights & Latkes community Hanukkah celebration and Beth Meyer Preschool 
scholarship fundraiser, which was held on December 2, 2018 in the Beth Meyer Synagogue social hall.  
 
This event would not have been possible without their support! 
 

Membership News 

Beth Meyer synagogue extends a warm welcome to the following individuals and family who recently joined our 
congregation. 
 
Blair and Jeff Goldsmith. Blair and Jeff are from Charlotte and now reside in Durham. Jeff is an orthodontia resident at 
UNC-CH and Blair is a clinical social worker. They are expecting their first child at the end of January. 
 
Susan Schultz. Susan is the mother of Beth Meyer Synagogue 
member Lauren Postyn.  She relocated to Raleigh from New York 
and resides in Carolina Arbors with her husband, Benson.  
 
Warren Kurtzman. Warren was a member years ago and has 
returned to join his wife, Sharon, as family members. 

Preschool News 
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Sisterhood News—Cathy Kaplan 

Last month’s meeting to jump start the Warm Up America program was a great 
success!  Going forward, we will be meeting every second Tuesday in the Beth 
Meyer library from 10:30AM to 12:30PM.  
 
The dates for the rest of the year are:  
February 12th, March 12th, April 9th, and May 14th. 
 

No experience is necessary! You can help us sew previously knitted/crocheted rectangles together or, if you'd like, you 

can make additional ones. We will provide supplies or you can bring you own.  

 

Can’t make Tuesday mornings? That’s fine, you can knit/crochet on your own time and just send your squares in for 

piecing together. Invite some friends to join you!  

 

Let's keep this mitzvah going as we work to make life a little bit warmer for those in need. If you have any questions, 

call Dara Finkelstein at (919) 271-0322 or Rita Gerber at (919) 846-5835. 

Pictured (left to right) in the Beth Meyer Library are Cara Smith, Kelly Bloom, Dara Finkelstein, Suzanne Zorn, 
Barbara Margolis, and Margaret Israelson. 
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Sisterhood News—continued 

Thanks to everyone who participated in Sisterhood Shabbat! We had wonderful host homes for Shabbat dinners, 
amazing Torah readers and service leaders, and plenty of ladies stepping in to take care of English readings, carry the 
Torah, help in the kitchen and serve as friendly greeters in the lobby. Over 70 Sisterhood members participated in 
some way or another. Kol Ha’Kavod to all of you! 
 

Come join us on Sunday, March 10th for a Henna Party.  Henna is traditionally a Sephardi pre-wedding tradition. 
Today it has been adopted as a more widespread tradition in Israel to embrace unity to mark any happy occasion. And 
any occasion that brings the amazing women in our community together is a happy occasion. 
We'll begin with some schmooze and nosh time at 1:30PM. The artist arrives at 2:00PM and will be available until 
4:00PM. Borekas, cheese, wine and Turkish coffee will be served.  This event will be held at 8820 Miranda Drive, 
hosted by Genny Spiliopoulos.  Cost is $18 for Sisterhood members, $25 for non-member sisters. RSVP using the 
SignUpGenius.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0444aaa82ca3fb6-sisterhood18 
 

The Judaica Shop took a short hiatus in January so that some work could be done on the HVAC unit. But now we’re 
back to regular hours.  Sundays, Wednesdays, Fridays - 10:00AM to noon. 
 

If those times don't work for you, appointments are always available to meet your needs. Please contact Diane 
(innervision88@hotmail.com) or Ann (aptosky@gmail.com) to set up a time to shop. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help the Judaica Shop run smoothly. If you can help for an hour or two each week or even 
every once in a while, please contact Ann Tosky.  
Currently, most tallitot are selling AT COST.—b’nai mitzvah families, come take a look! 
 

The Torah Fund Campaign of Women's League for Conservative Judaism is the dedicated philanthropy of Women's 
League, its members, and its affiliated sisterhoods in Conservative congregations across North America. Torah Fund 
strengthens Jewish education by supporting scholarships and programming at Conservative/Masorti institutes of 
higher Jewish learning. 
  

Gail Sherman runs our Torah Fund Card program. For a small fee of $4, Gail will send a beautifully designed Torah Fund 
Card to the recipient of your choice. Your friend or loved one gets a beautiful card in the mail with your name on it, and 
the money goes to support higher Jewish education. A win-win. You can contact Gail at gsherman754@aol.com or  
919-264-6037. 
  

Direct donations to Torah Fund can be made by 

clicking here. Those donating at least $180 over the 

course of a year receive a commemorative pin. 

Girl Scouts Troop 525 News 

Troop 525 is selling all of your favorite cookies! On Sunday, February 3rd, come visit our booth, conveniently located in 
the Beth Meyer courtyard. Our Scouts of all ages will be selling beginning at 9:00AM through 12:30PM. Can’t make it 
that day, but want to support the troop? Contact Cathy (ckaplan2345@gmail.com) and we’ll make sure you get 
whatever you need! Throughout February, we will also have booths scheduled around North Raleigh. Keep an eye on 
the Beth Meyer Facebook page for details. 
 

Here’s the big question:  What do we do with the money? Many things. We 
have an amazing Camporee planned for the first weekend in April, and the 
funds earned makes this a no-cost event for Scouts. We also schedule  
‘just-for-fun’ outings, like horseback riding or roller skating, and those are no-
cost events as well.  
 

Your support of Troop 525 is appreciated.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0444aaa82ca3fb6-sisterhood18
mailto:innervision88@hotmail.com
mailto:innervision88@hotmail.com
mailto:aptosky@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wlfdab5ab.0.0.lnydxbcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure2.convio.net%2Fjts%2Fsite%2FDonation2%3Fdf_id%3D1481%261481.donation%3Dform1
mailto:ckaplan2345@gmail.com
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Our 3rd Annual Trivia Night is coming up on Saturday, February 9th, beginning at 7:00PM. Come out for a fun night of 
trivia to support Beth Meyer Sisterhood! Big Slow Tom's Trivia is known all over the Triangle for creating fun nights of 
friendly competition. Compete with your fellow (and fella!) community members to win the coveted title of  
Beth Meyer Trivia Champs!  
 
Adults only. Cost is $25 - beer and wine will be available for purchase. Preregistration and payment required for 
event.  To pay online, send your payment to our Paypal Account @ http://paypal.me/BMSisterhood  
RSVP using https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0444aaa82ca3fb6-sisterhoods3 
 
We’d like to thank our Gold Sponsors:  

The Margulies Team at Allen Tate Realtors   and C.A.R.E. Cleaning and Restoration Experts 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And our Bronze Sponsors: 
Irregardless Cafe & Catering     and The Horowitz/Bouchard Team at Fonville Morisey 

Sisterhood News—continued 

I ♥ Purim: Saturday Night Fever 

SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2019 | 7:30 PM  
NORTH CAROLINA MUSEUM OF ART, WEST BUILDING  
$65 per person; $45 for Young Professionals (under 40) 
Purchase tickets here or call (919) 715-5923  
 
Get your groove on and practice the hustle, because we’re celebrating Purim circa the late 1970s and Studio 54. Slide 
into those platform shoes and shimmering satin, slip into that polyester suit and fly collar, and we’ll meet you under 
the disco ball. (But leave the roller skates at home!) 
 
We’ll have music and dancing, hors d’oeuvres, beer, wine, and flip-side cocktails (as in “Catch you on the flip side”). 
Dress to impress in disco glamourous attire, though costumes are not required. 
 
Proceeds benefit the Judaic Art Fund. For more information about the event and sponsorship opportunities call Mary 
Blake: (919) 664-6807.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wlfdab5ab.0.0.lnydxbcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fpaypal.me%2FBMSisterhood%C2%A0
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wlfdab5ab.0.0.lnydxbcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F10c0444aaa82ca3fb6-sisterhoods3
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/4401172/i-purimsaturday-night-fever-raleigh-north-carolina-museum-of-artmember-special-events
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Sermon Title: "Prayers to a Relenting God" Ex 32:14 
 

The Reverend Jemonde Taylor is the eleventh rector at Saint Ambrose Episcopal Church, 
Raleigh. Father Taylor holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from North Carolina State 
University  and an M.S. in Mechanical Engineering with a concentration in robotics and 
vehicle design from Stanford University. Jemonde  worked as an automotive 
performance and design engineer for Michelin Tire Company in Greenville, SC for three 
years before entering seminary.  
 

Jemonde earned his M.Div. from the General Theological Seminary of the Episcopal 
Church in New York City in 2009. That same year he was ordained to the diaconate and 
priesthood. Jemonde is part of a five-person research team that received a collaborative 
inquiry grant from the Louisville Institute to investigate Race, Church and Theological 
Practices. 

February 23rd Guest Speaker—The Reverend Jemonde Taylor 

Terry Hairston, a retired captain from the Raleigh Police Department, is the owner of 
Defend and Protect, Inc.  Hairston, a full-time SWAT Operator for 17 years, has been 
instructing law enforcement, emergency medical personnel, school administrators, and 
private business employees on how to respond to active shooter, rapid deployment 
incidents, and other violent situations that occur in schools and in the workplace.   
 

In 2007, noticing an increase in this type of violence, Terry Hairston had a vision.  That 
vision was to educate citizens, law enforcement officers, and first responders on their 
responsibilities when faced with this type of violence. Terry will speak for about 30 minutes 
during Men’s Club Shabbat with an overview of his training program. 

Men’s Club Shabbat, Saturday, February 2nd Guest Speaker—Terry Hairston  

Beth Meyer Situational Awareness Training 
Sunday, March 10, 2019—10am-11:45am 

Beth Meyer Sanctuary 
 

The Beth Meyer Board of Trustees is committed to enhancing the safety and security of our congregation.  Even prior 
to the recent spate of violent acts, security related work was underway spearheaded by Steve Katz, BMS Security 
Committee Chair.  This is an opportunity to learn from an experienced and engaging trainer—Terry Hairston.  Beth 
Meyer members are invited and encouraged to attend a session designed to raise awareness—situational awareness.   
 
Terry has already conducted two trainings for Beth Meyer staff, committee chairs, ushers and Board members.  He is 
the guest speaker at Men’s Club shabbat on February 2 where he will talk briefly about the training he presents.  Mark 
your calendars and plan to join us on March 10 as Terry provides practical safety-related information that you can put 
to use in your daily life.  RSVPs are not required, but appreciated.  Please register here.   

February 16th Guest Speaker—Rabbi Andrew Shapiro Katz 

Title:  V'Ahavta - Judaism and Love  
 
Rabbi Katz is an alumnus of the Conservative Yeshiva and the Pardes Kollel, receiving 
smicha in 2004 from Rabbis Daniel Landes. He holds a B.A. in American Studies and M.A. 
in Educational Administration from Stanford University, and an M.B.A. from Ben Gurion 
University of the Negev. He lives in Beer Sheva with his wife and four children, where they 
co-founded the intentional pluralistic religious community, Kehilat Be'erot. He teaches 
pizza-making and cooking science, caters small events, and hosts a periodic pop-up 
restaurant.  

https://bethmeyer.org/civicrm/event/register?id=3832&reset=1
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Interfaith and Inclusion Task Force—Sherry Shapiro  

Conversations: The American Jewish Paradox; Embracing Choice in a Changing World 
February 17th, 2-4:00 pm—RSVP here 
Main Synagogue-Conference Room 
Facilitators:  Sherry Shapiro, Inclusion/Interfaith Task Force Chair and Svi Shapiro, Progressive Kehilla 
Based on a book and podcast, by and with Robert H. Mnookin, this gathering will be an opportunity to discuss some of 
the ideas expressed by Mnookin and share perspectives.  The podcast, Judaism Unbound - Episode 146, and/or the 
book (title of session) should be heard and/or read prior to the session. 
 

“The situation of American Jews today is deeply paradoxical.  Jews have achieved unprecedented integration, 
influence, and esteem in virtually every facet of American life. But this extraordinarily-diverse community faces 
challenges in America today. Can the American Jewish community collectively sustain and pass on to the next 
generation a sufficient sense of Jewish identity?  Who counts as being Jewish in America?  The author, Robert 
Mnookin, promotes a radically-inclusive American-Jewish community—one where being Jewish can depend on 
personal choice and public self-identification, not simply birth or formal religious conversion.  He envisions a 
community that embraces diversity and debate, and in so doing, preserves and strengthens the Jewish identity into the 
next generation and beyond.”  (Book cover excerpt) 
 

Sponsored by the Inclusion/Interfaith Task Force and Progressive Kehilla of Beth Meyer 
 

A Beth Meyer for the 21st Century?  Join us for a Conversation with Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Director of Innovations, 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ) 
 

"A Synagogue for All Families: Interfaith Families and Conservative Congregations" 
February 24th, 2:30-4:30 pm—RSVP here 
Location:  Beit Am 
"Our hope is that all congregations will be inspired to think as creatively as possible to embrace congregants where 
they are, and encourage meaningful engagement in the synagogue and the Jewish community.”        Rabbi Joshua 
Rabin, M. ED, USCJ  
 

Rabbi Josh Rabin, Director of Innovation USCJ, will be visiting our synagogue on February 24th.  Rabbi Josh has been 
working with our Beth Meyer Inclusion/Interfaith Task Force through a program of USCJ’s titled “Community & 
Covenant.”  His visit will offer an opportunity for the congregation to hear and discuss with him the present moment in 
the Conservative Movement in terms of how it is addressing questions of inclusion among interfaith and multi-
heritage families in Conservative congregations.  This is a rich opportunity for our community to learn and ask 
questions engaging how we might be more inclusive and consider the lived-experience of all our community members 
and their extended families.   And, how might we provide meaningful pathways developing better understandings of 
how people come to, and enter our Jewish community.   
 

Sponsored by the Inclusion/Interfaith Task Force 

Walk With Us 
A Shabbat Dinner Honoring our Non-Jewish Community Members 
Friday, March 8, 6:00 pm—Register by Tuesday, March 5 
$7 for adults 
$5 for kids 3-12 years old 
 
Are you an interfaith couple, a family exploring Judaism, or a non-Jewish family with kids in 

our preschool or religious school? This past year, Beth Meyer received a grant to build an 

Interfaith Inclusion Taskforce to welcome and support our interfaith, multi-faith, and non-Jewish community members. 

As part of this ongoing effort, we are holding our first Walk With Us Shabbat dinner. All households with non-Jewish 

family members and loved ones are invited to make new connections over this community meal. Everyone is welcome, 

and you do not need to be a synagogue member to attend. 

https://bethmeyer.org/civicrm/event/register?id=3827&reset=1
https://bethmeyer.org/civicrm/event/register?id=3828&reset=1
https://bethmeyer.org/civicrm/event/info?id=3831
https://bethmeyer.org/civicrm/event/info?id=3831
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The Interfaith Task Force and the Challenge of Our Post-Modern World by Svi Shapiro 

Rabbi Yitz Greenburg has suggested that we are in the third era of Judaism. The first being that of temple sacrifices and 
the second, that of Rabbinic Judaism. This third era, he argues, challenges the survival and continuity of being Jewish in 
ways that have no parallel in our past history. It is no longer about physical survival or ethnic or religious oppression. 
Instead we face the challenges of a post-modern world where there is unparalleled choice and opportunity around the 
spiritual or religious paths that individuals may take. It is a world where there are increasing challenges to Judaism’s 
patriarchal traditions, rituals and liturgy, and where non-conforming, non-traditional gender roles can no longer be 
ignored or excluded. And, finally, where our synagogue community is now—one that includes large numbers of those 
who have chosen to be Jews, or who do not claim Jewish identity as a result of matrilineal descent. Indeed, 
congregations such as ours are now a complex mix of families comprising both Jewish and non-Jewish members that 
demands new ways of ensuring acceptance and inclusion in the life of the community.  All of this requires us to boldly 
ask questions about what it means to be a Jew in these times. How do these things challenge or change our traditions, 
rituals and liturgies? To what extent do halachic rules and teaching provide relevant guides for contemporary life. (For 
example do we need an ecologically sensitive radical reinterpretation of the meaning of kashrut; or is it time to 
abandon entirely the priestly blessings of the Kohanim with their roots in the male-dominated context of sacrificial 
temple worship? And, not least, how does the prophetic and ethical legacy of our faith speak to the current social, 
moral and political catastrophe we are facing?  
 

I say all of this not in a cynical or destructive spirit but to support and urge those in our community who are cognizant 
of the profound challenges before us to grapple with the need for a Judaism that honestly and courageously speaks to 
our lives as Jews and human beings, and a Judaism that is infused with spiritual and ethical relevance. 
 

Our great rabbi and philosopher Abraham Joshua Heschel had this to say regarding this challenge: 
 

What is at stake in our lives is more than the fate of one generation. The tasks begun by the patriarchs and prophets, 
and carried out by countless Jews of the past, are now entrusted to us. We are the only channel of Jewish tradition, 
those who must save Judaism from oblivion, those who must hand over the entire past to the generations to come. We 
are either the last, the dying, Jews or else we are those who will give new life to our tradition.              
 

I write this as a member of the Beth Meyer Progressive Kehillah (PK) with appreciation for the hard work and diligence 
of our Synagogue Interfaith Task Force on Inclusion. Our PK group is proud to support the task force event on February 
17 (2:00-4:00pm) in which there will be an opportunity to discuss the podcast and book by author Robert H. Mnookin, 
The American Jewish Paradox: Embracing Choice in a Changing World. 
 

And, we welcome a discussion with Rabbi Joshua Rabin, Director Innovation at USCJ, who will further this discussion on 
February 24th, 2:30-4:30 pm with his talk "A Synagogue for All Families: Interfaith Families and Conservative 
Congregations." 

Called to the Bimah: A New Inclusive Step at Beth Meyer Synagogue Called to the Bimah: A New Inclusive Step at Beth Meyer Synagogue 

During Shabbat, weekday, and holiday services, Beth Meyer follows the tradition of calling honorees to the bimah by 
their Hebrew names. As part of our continuing effort to develop services that are intentionally inclusive of all 
community members, we are taking a step to offer new language options that fully acknowledge the presence of 
participants by accommodating all gender identities and family constructs. Starting immediately, we offer three 
recommended name formats:  
 

First Name bat (daughter of) Parent(s) Names or Avraham and Sarah 
 

First Name ben (son of) Parent(s) Names or Avraham and Sarah 
 

First Name mi’beit (from the house of) Parent(s) Names or Avraham and Sarah 
 

If you have a preferred way to be called to the bimah, please email programming@bethmeyer.org so we can update 

our database and the gabbai’s name cards. If you have questions about gender diversity and inclusion at our shul, feel 

free to contact Rabbi Eric, Rabbi Jenny, or Josh Orol.  
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Carolina Jews for Justice Update January 2019 
  
CJJ is heading into 2019 with a sense of renewed urgency around raising our Jewish voice for justice in NC. Over the last 
six months, our growth has enabled CJJ to hire two full-time community organizers, Cole Parke and Brandon Mond, and 
their leadership is already bringing new energy and vision to our work. 
  
In addition to this major development, some recent examples of our work include: 
  

• Following the shooting at the Tree of Life synagogue, we brought together hundreds of Jews and non-Jews 
to comfort one another, and direct our collective grief into fighting for the state, country, and world we 
believe in. In that space, our leaders took the opportunity to name the roots of the violence in Pittsburgh, 
drawing clear connections between the Jewish community and the myriad other communities that are 
affected by White Nationalism’s growing prominence. 

• CJJ Charlotte pushed in coalition with community partners for a successful vote from the city council that 
will seed new funds for affordable housing built in the Charlotte area. 

• We organized more than forty rabbis statewide to speak collectively against family separation last summer, 
in the midst of the Trump Administration’s immigrant family separation policy. CJJ used the mourning 
period that begins with Tisha B'Av to create space for communal grieving focused on the challenges of 
migrants today. 

• Across the state, we celebrated our cultural history of resistance during Hanukkah, and came away excited 
to keep this legacy alive in the coming year. 

  
We want more Jewish community members to join our collective call for progress in NC. In 2019, the Wake chapter is 
hosting monthly Shabbat dinners to bring together more Jews interested in communal justice work. Please contact 
Josh Orol (josh.orol@gmail.com) to get connected with the local chapter.   
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Donations—December 12, 2018 - January 14, 2019 
 
Adult Education/SIR  

• JoAnn & Stan Fox in honor of Harriet Jablonover for her 
special birthday     

• JoAnn & Stan Fox in memory of Ella Kousnetz, JoAnn's 
mother 

• JoAnn & Stan Fox in memory of Joan Fox, Stan's wife 

• Martin & Adele Kaplan in memory of Lotty Kaplan, Martin's 
mother 

• Martin & Adele Kaplan in memory of Ralph Kaplan, Martin's 
father 

• Martin & Adele Kaplan in memory of Hudel Gotlieb, 
Martin's grandmother 

• Ann & George Tosky in memory of Norman Kaufman, father 
of Debrah Barish     
   

Biblical Garden  

• Mark & Susan Goldhaber in memory of Alice Goldhaber, 
Mark's mother 

• Mark & Susan Goldhaber in memory of Norman Kaufman, 
father of Debrah Barish 

• Lyn & Howard Satisky in memory of Norman Kaufman, 
father of Debrah Barish 

• Lyn & Howard Satisky in honor of Stan Fox for his birthday
        

Building Fund  

• Victor Meir  
        
General Fund  

• Craig Winter & Family in memory of Jerry Winter, Craig's 
father 

• Don & Sandy Rothbaum in honor of Stan Fox for his special 
birthday 

• Howie Shareff in memory of Ira Shareff, his brother 

• Adam & Leslie Gartenberg in honor of Rabbi Jenny Solomon 

• Adam & Leslie Gartenberg in honor of Sharon Mills 

• Nelson & Barbara Salez in memory of Al Hyman, Barbara's 
father 

• Nelson & Barbara Salez in memory of Bea Hyman, Barbara's 
mother 

• Lillian & David Friedlander in memory of Shirley Taub, 
mother of Michelle Kosmin 

• Sam & Jan Koret in memory of Shirley Taub, mother of 
Michelle Kosmin 

• Alan & Irene Rosen in memory of Shirley Taub, mother of 
Michelle Kosmin 

• Amy & Leonard Bush in memory of Norman Kaufman, 
father of Debrah Barish 

• Phyllis & Alan Kritz in memory of Werner Sichel, father of 
Larry Sichel 

• Arlene & Bob Beckett in memory of Shirley Taub, mother of 
Michelle Kosmin     
   

Hesed Fund  

• Jeri & Dan Dembow in memory of Kay Hester 

• Jeri & Dan Dembow for a speedy recovery to Keith Phillips 

• Jeri & Dan Dembow for a speedy recovery to Morty 
Berkowitz 

• Janis Zaremba in honor of Howie Shareff 
   
Honey & Perry Levine Memorial Fund for Senior Programs 

• Renee & Steve Hammel in memory of David Robbins, father 
of Linda Dinkin 

• Robert Dickman in memory of his father, Louis Dickman 

• Michael & Nancy Strichman in memory of Estelle Strauss, 
mother of Bob Mermelstein 

• Susan & David Weiss in memory of Shirley Taub, mother of 
Michelle Kosmin  

• Janis Zaremba in memory of Norman Kaufman, father of 
Debrah Barish     
   

Kitchen Fund  

• Sheila Hirsch in memory of her father, Irving Shayew 
 
Kol Nidre Appeal  

• Jessica Lichtenfeld in honor of Stanley Raskob  
 
Leslie & Frances Pensler Religious School Endowment  

• Frances Pensler in memory of her father, William Pizer  

• Frances Pensler in memory of her mother, Sadie Pizer  

• Frances Pensler in honor of Stan Fox for his special birthday 

• Frances Pensler in honor of Billy Pizer for his birthday   
      
Libi Eir Mikveh 

• The Buxbaum Family in honor of Drew Buxbaum becoming 
a Bar Mitzvah 

• Rachel & Seth Cohen in appreciation of Rabbi Jenny 
Solomon for Asher's Bar Mitzvah   
     

Library Fund  

• Harriet & Alec Jablonover in honor of Stan Fox for his 
milestone birthday     
   

Preschool Fund 

• JoAnn & Stan Fox in honor of Gabe Weinberg becoming a 
Bar Mitzvah 

• JoAnn & Stan Fox in honor of Drew Buxbaum becoming a 
Bar Mitzvah 

• Janis Zaremba in honor of Patricia Rocker and the entire 
preschool staff 

• Steven & Randi Dmiszewicki  
        
Rabbi Eric's Discretionary Fund  

• Buxbaum Family in honor of Rabbi Eric Solomon for Drew's 
Bar Mitzvah 

• Perin & Jeffrey Marcus in honor of Aurora's naming 
ceremony 

• Harriet & Fred Kelner in memory of Harriet's mother, Sylvia 
Blatt 

• Michael & Giuliana Gage in memory of Michael's father, 
Jack Gage 

• Dr. Eugene L. Hirsch in memory of his mother, Dorothy 
Lidsky Hirsch     
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Donations—continued 
 

• Phyllis Diehl in honor of Stephen Sheriff  
• E. David Margolis 

• Solomon & Sara Rutzky 

• Victor Meir 

• Margie & Howard Schwartz in memory of Norman Kaufman, 
father of Debrah Barish 

• Irene Silverstein in memory of her father, Morton Gross 
  

Rabbi Jenny's Discretionary Fund  

• The Buxbaum Family in honor of Rabbi Jenny Solomon for 
Drew's Bar Mitzvah 

• Linda & Danny Brinkley in memory of Linda’s father, David 
Robbins  

• Michael & Giuliana Gage in memory of Michael's Aunt, 
Evelyn Cohen Goldberg 

• The Wineburg Family on the occasion of the birth of Benny 
Wineburg 

• Cassandra Willis on the occasion of the first fruit offering 
        

Religious School Director's Discretionary Fund  

• Janis Zaremba in honor of Amy Ripps  
        
Religious School Fund  

• Buxbaum Family in honor of Rabbi Steve Kirschner 

• Rivka From in memory of her father, Abram Harry Moskow 

• Sharon & Wayne Mills in honor of Asher Cohen becoming a 
Bar Mitzvah 

• Sharon & Wayne Mills in honor of Julia Goodman becoming 
a Bat Mitzvah 

• Susan & Israel Srebrenik in memory of Susan's mother, 
Martha Schwartz  

• Susan & Israel Srebrenik in memory of Israel's father, 
Abraham Srebrenik      

Ronald Bidwell & Betty Mandel Operating Endowment Fund  

• Eric Solomon in memory of his grandfather, Reuben 
Solomon  

  
Rothstein Operating Endowment  

• Stefanie Mendell & Richard Johnson in memory of 
Stefanie's grandmother, Jennie Mendell  
      

Safety & Security  

• Arlen & Sara Schweiger in memory of Steven Jacobson 

• Claudia Fuerst in memory of her father, Ralph Milton 
Alperin      
  

Sisterhood Fund  

• Janis Zaremba in honor of Jillian Horowitz 

• Ben Raskob in honor of Dr. George Tosky 
      
Social Action Fund  

• Janis Zaremba in honor of Anya Gordon  

• Janis Zaremba in honor of Deborah Goldstein 

• Deborah Green in memory of Ruth Green 

• Sharon & Les Fingerhut in memory of Shirley Taub, mother 
of Michelle Kosmin     
   

Spiritual Engagement Fund  

• Natalie & Michael Guld in memory of Norman Kaufman, 
father of Debrah Barish    
    

Youth Programs 

• Roberta Lang in memory of her mother, Blanche Lang 

• Rachel & Seth Cohen in appreciation of Rabbi Eric Solomon 
for Asher's Bar Mitzvah 

• Paul Rose in memory of his father, Leon Rose 

• Janis Zaremba for a speedy recovery to Gloria Bober 
       

Tree of Life 
Beth Meyer Synagogue’s Tree of Life has been designed 
to celebrate and honor friends, family, milestones, etc., 
as opposed to a memorial tree.  Contributions will help 
support an endowment for education, established by 
Michele and Burton Horwitz and family, that will grow 
and bear fruit for generations to come. 
  
Each brass leaf is available for a $200 donation to the 
Burton and Michele Horwitz & Family Education 
Endowment at Beth Meyer Synagogue. Forms are in the 
lobby and on the Beth Meyer website: 
www.bethmeyer.org. 
 
Walkway Bricks 
Honor a special friend or family member by purchasing 
a brick to be placed in our “Walkway of Honor.”  

Pricing for the bricks includes engraving your personal 
message - three lines of up to seventeen characters per 
line. To get the discounted price, multiple bricks must 
be purchased and engraved at the same time. 
  
One Brick              $100 each 
Two Bricks               $90 each 
Three Bricks            $75 each 
Four Bricks               $60 each 
Five or more Bricks    $50 each 
  
The appropriate order form is available on the wall 
outside the synagogue office. Currently, you can make 
your payment on-line using a credit card, but the hard-
copy form must be returned to the office for engraving 
details. Just note on the form that payment was done 
through the website.  

Celebrate and Honor Family and Friends with these Special Ideas 

http://www.bethmeyer.org


 

 
26 Shevat—23 Adar I 5779 

 Page 20 504 Newton Road ● Raleigh, NC 27615 ● Tel: 919-848-1420 ● Fax: 919-848-1571 ● www.bethmeyer.org 

Yahrzeits 
 
1-Feb Shirley Goldfarb 
 Selma Kastan 
 Sarah Zimmerman 
3-Feb Irvin Fox 
 Julia Kleiman 
 Mary Shuman 
4-Feb Sherry Bernstein 
 Irv Mollen 
5-Feb Terry Lasky 
 Armand Zaleon 
6-Feb Seymour Gross 
 Lillian Kent 
 Samuel Rabinowitz 
7-Feb Rose Gerson 
 Mike Levine 
 Samuel Rieger 
 Matilda Saltzman 
8-Feb Elaine Powell 
 Pearl Raphael 
 Minnie Rose 
 Bella Taylor 
9-Feb David Cohen 
 Grace Pokorney 
10-Feb Sonya Flaum 
 Ilona Klein 
11-Feb Hilda Brown 
 Sandra Galper 
 William Himmel 
 Leonard Suls 
12-Feb Ida Grunwald 
14-Feb Rubin Joseph Goldberg 
 Mary Ann Parham 
 Irving Steinberg 
15-Feb Louis Hartz 
16-Feb Laura Barish 
 Sydney Shapiro 
17-Feb Linda Franko 
 Leroy Harris 
18-Feb Henry Shays 
 Hyman Simon 
 Judith Waldenberg 
19-Feb Sylvia Feldman 
 Corinne Kaplowitz 
20-Feb Joan Crane 
 Nancy Milman 
21-Feb Milton Klaff 
 Joseph Robinson 
22-Feb Isaac Kadis 
23-Feb Bernard Feierstein 
 Anna Gross 
 Max Krauthamer 
24-Feb Rosa Berenthal 
 Nathan Glass 
25-Feb Guy Badger III 
 Henriette Kadysiewicz 

25-Feb Reta Shiffer 
 Martha Strauss 
26-Feb Charnia Adelman 
 Samuel Kaplan 
 Pearl Sheinkopf 
27-Feb William Blough 
 Martin Sonnenfeld 
28-Feb Herbert Buchholz 
 George Lewin 
 Marvin Mazur 

 
Birthdays 
 
2-Feb Richard Burtman 
 Elaine Cohen-Hubal 
 Susan Shiffer 
3-Feb Ruth Buck 
 Larry Fetter 
 Lawrence Katzin 
 Laurie Kaye 
4-Feb Robin Ley 
 Lynn Schwartz 
5-Feb Martin Kaplan 
 Jane Pinsky 
 Marilyn Shannon 
 Don Sugar 
 David Weinfeld 
6-Feb Stacey Kohn 
7-Feb Carolyn Cohen 
 Michelle Dunn 
8-Feb Madge Cohen 
 Vida Peller 
9-Feb Diane Pokorney 
 Robin Steinberg 
10-Feb Eva Buck 
 Phillip Horwitz 
 Roger Lang 
11-Feb Jackie Eisen 
 Lyn Wancket 
12-Feb Sharon Kurtzman 
13-Feb Robin Blumberg 
 Michael Kurlanzik 
 Louis Reich 
 Betty Rothman 
14-Feb Mark Werner 
15-Feb Doris Bush 
 Karl Mundt 
 Harold Rabinowitz 
 Shana Silverstein 
16-Feb Janis Zaremba 
17-Feb Gayle Bieler 
 Samuel Cohen 
 Amanda Hunter 
 Benjamin Raskob 
18-Feb Rona Haller 
19-Feb Corey Rothman 
20-Feb Alan Rubin 

21-Feb Richard Adrian 
 Kelly Bloom 
 Denise Chesson 
 Dennis Farley 
 Alex Verjovsky 
22-Feb Charles Sewright 
23-Feb Ronni Marblestone 
 Judi Margulies 
 Marc Robinson 
 Cecelia Schneider 
 Anita Tyler 
24-Feb Adam Haller 
 Danielle Kingberg 
25-Feb Robert Brautman 
 Marc Finkel 
 Howard Margulies 
26-Feb Mari Blum 
 Jay Green 
 David Johnson 
 Janie Kurlanzik 
 Elaine Levin 
27-Feb Audrey Katz 
 Bruce Oberhardt 
28-Feb Elizabeth Ross 
 

Anniversaries 
 
4-Feb Carl & Isobel Marcus 
5-Feb Richard & Delphine Peller 
13-Feb David & Elaine Schlesinger Glass 
14-Feb Michael & Giuliana Gage 
14-Feb Zachary Wineburg & Sadie 
 Weiner 
16-Feb Stephen & Beth Rossen 
17-Feb Craig & Carol Winter 
19-Feb Joel & Linda Dinkin 
21-Feb Arthur & Lynn Samberg 
24-Feb Joshua & Courtney Hirsch 
28-Feb Keith Portnoy & Jennifer Bell 
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   B’nai Mitzvah · Weddings  · Corporate Events  
Celebration of Life   · Milestone Birthdays 

RDUAC_DS@hilton.com 

919.572.2200 

RaleighDurhamAirportBrierCreek.EmbassySuites.com 
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February 2019 Beth Meyer Synagogue 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
27 
 
Minyan 9:00a 
 
Hineni 10:00a 
 
 
Paths to God 
7:00p 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nature of Prayer 
7:00p 

29 30 
 
Adult Ed Study 
Group 11:00a 

 
 
 
 
Minyan 7:00p 

31 
 

Feb 1 
 

Candle lighting 
5:24p 
 

Familly Service  
Pre-neg 6:00p 
 

Shabbat 
Mishpahah 6:30p  

 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 

Feb 2 
 

Men’s Club 
Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 

Guest Speaker 
Terry Hairston 
 

Yad B’Yad 
Havdalah 5:30p 
 

Havdalah 6:25p 

3 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 

Hineni 10:00a 
 

Soulful Parenting 
10:45a 
 

Adult Ed Comm 
Mtg 4:00p 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nature of Prayer 
7:00p 

5 
 

 

6 
 
Adult Ed Study 
Group 11:00a 

 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Sisterhood Bd Mtg 
7:30p 
 

Interfaith Task 
Force Mtg 7:30p 

7 
 
 
 
Ask Big Questions 
luncheon 12:30p 
 
 
School Committee 
Mtg 7:30p 

8 
 

 
Candle lighting 
5:31p 
 

 
 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 

9 
 

Shabbat Yoga 9:00a 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 

Aaron Ryzoff Bar 
Mitzvah 
 

Shababa 10:30a 
 

Havdalah 6:32p 
 

Trivia Night 7:00p 

10 
Minyan 9:00a 
 

Adult Ed Brunch 
10:00a 
 

Hineni 10:00a 
 

Soulful Parenting 
10:45a 
 

Restorative Yoga 
7:00p 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nature of Prayer 
7:00p 

12 
 
 
 
Caregiver’s 
Support Group 
7:00p 
 
Bd of Trustees Mtg 
7:00p 

13 
 
 

Adult Ed Study 
Group 11:00a 
 
Minyan 7:00p 
 
Critical 
Conversations 
7:30p 

14 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
School Comm Mtg 
7:30p 

15 
 
 
Candle lighting 
5:38p 

 

Simhat Shabbat 
6:00p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 

16 
 
Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 
Guest Speaker 
Rabbi Andrew 
Shapiro Katz 
 
 

Havdalah 6:39p 

17 
 
Minyan 9:00a 
 
Hesed Volunteer 
Brunch 10:00a 

18 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
PRESIDENT’S DAY 
 
 
 
Nature of Prayer 
7:00p 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 
Adult Ed Study 
Group 11:00a 

 
 
 
Minyan 7:00p 
 
Ethical Life 7:30p 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Being Jewish 7:30p 

22 
 
 
 
 
Candle lighting 
5:45p 
 
Shabbat Service 
8:00p 

23 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 

Guest Speaker 
Rev. Jemonde 
Taylor 

 

Havdalah 6:46p 
 

Blue & White 
Affair  7:00p 

24 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 

Hineni 10:00a 

 

Soulful Parenting 
10:45a 
 

Interfaith Speaker 
2:30p 
 

Paths to God 
7:00p 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nature of Prayer 
7:00p 

26 
 
 
Senior Lunch 
12:00p 
 
 

27 
 
Adult Ed Study 
Group 11:00a 

 
 
 
Minyan 7:00p 
 
Ethical Life 7:30p 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Being Jewish 7:30p 

Mar 1 
 

Candle lighting 
5:51p 
 

Familly Service  
Pre-neg 6:00p 
 

Shabbat 
Mishpahah 6:30p  

 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 

Mar 2 
 
Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 
 
Havdalah 6:52p 



 

“The world rests on three things: Torah, Prayer, and Acts of Lovingkindness.”  
- Pirkei Avot 

 
Beth Meyer Synagogue is a holy community rooted in these sacred principles--- 
 

• Torah: We study the Torah to refine our souls and become more moral human beings. 

• Avodah: We pray with heartfelt intention and seek ever greater ways to connect with God. 

• Gemilut Hasadim: We care for each other in times of need and celebrate with each other in times of 
joy. We act to make the world a better place---here in Raleigh, in America, in Israel, and throughout 
the world. 

504 Newton Road 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
Office: 919-848-1420 
School: 919-848-8111 

Fax: 919-848-1571 
Email: office@bethmeyer.org 

Web: www.bethmeyer.org 


