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HaMaggid 

One day after school,  I was 
hanging out at a friend’s house 
talking about whatever teenagers 
talked about before they had 
cellphones. The host, whom I knew 
the least well, started ribbing me 
about something. At first, I laughed 
along.  His jokes started out as 

funny and light-hearted until they took an unexpected 
turn. 
 
At a certain point, I told the host that  I didn’t agree with 
something he said. I  likely  threw in a few not-so-kosher 
words with my comment. We were teenagers after all. 
 
His response floored me,  “Soly, why don’t you go back to 
where you came from!” 
 
I was stunned, but tried to play it cool. Everyone knew it 
was a slur. The other guys looked at me, recognized the 
awkwardness, and tried to  move on. Somehow I managed 
to make up an excuse and  left a few minutes later.  The 
entire walk home I was perplexed, “What exactly did he 
mean by ‘Go back to where I came from’?”  
 
I hailed from Columbia, MD—my hometown where I had 
lived for  my entire life. It was true that my parents 
were New York ex-patriates, and my grandparents were all 
immigrants from Eastern Europe and Russia. 
 
But, did he mean that I should go back to Poland? That I 
wasn’t a true American? Maybe he thought that I should 
go back to Israel—a place which, at that time in my life, 
I had not yet visited and only knew about from some 
family connections and Torah stories. 
 
I was hurt and confused. 
 
When people ask me about my journey to the rabbinate,  

I often share the stories of my childhood shul, growing up 
in a committed Jewish home where my family were 
founders of a Reform synagogue and my father served as 
the lay cantor, my time in Jewish camps and youth groups, 
my family’s trip to Israel, my Jewish-in-their-kishkes 
grandparents, etc… 
 
I don’t often talk about this “Go back to where you came 
from” story because, frankly, it's unpleasant to recall. But, 
it did have an indelible effect on me. Over time in fact, that 
question became one of the defining quandaries of my 
Jewish journey. Where do I come from?  
  
Hanukkah helped provide me an answer for it is a holiday, 
par excellence, that reminds us of “where we come from.” 
It takes place in the Land of Israel, comes at a time of the 
year when a Jew can feel a little “out of place,” and 
focuses on  our people’s desire to return to our spiritual 
home (the Temple) even after it was desecrated by the 
Seleucid Greeks. 
 
Hanukkah is also about Jewish leaders, the Macabees, 
who, against great odds, stood  up against the 
powers-that-be. In a time when anti-Semitism was on the 
rise, they refused to surrender. They hid in the mountains, 
regrouped, and doubled-down on their Jewish 
commitment. They didn’t step back; they stepped up. They 
had faith. 
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When I was a sophomore in high school, I didn’t know what to say to that kid who 
told me that my people didn't belong here.  But now, some 30 years later, I would 
tell him that I am a proud Jew and American with roots in New York, Eastern 
Europe and the Middle East. Perhaps most importantly, I would tell them that I 
come from a people that refuses to give in to anti-Semites and bigots.   
 
This is what the Macabees taught us two thousand years ago. Sadly, it is as 
relevant as ever. 
 
Where do we come from? 
 
We come from the stock of courageous, proud, justice-seeking heroes.  
 
That’s where we come from. 
 
I wish all a Hag Urim Sameah—a joyous, bright and proud Hanukkah! 
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B’ Mayim Hayim T’hiyeh,  
May the living waters sustain you. 
Rabbi Jenny Solomon, D. Min., Mikveh Director 

The Hebrew month of Kislev and the month of December coincide at the darkest time of year.  The 
natural tendency at this time of year is to turn inwards and perform a sort of hibernation, hunkering 
down as the temperatures fall and the light grows dim.  It is no coincidence that we celebrate Hanukkah 
during this time that might otherwise feel dark and hopeless.  Instead, we grow our own light and kindle 
our hopes by remembering how our ancestors rededicated the ancient Temple in Jerusalem after it 

endured utter destruction.  How did our brave ancestors do it?  With one small step.  The decision to search the ruins 
for any remaining bit of sacred oil and light the lamp that once stood erect was a courageous choice that reminds us to 
do the same with our own Temples—our bodies. 
 
The Hasidic masters often refer to the physical body as the holy Temple in which our soul dwells.  As such, we ought to 
take great care in honoring these holy structures so as to provide a beautiful, healthy, and radiant place for our souls 
to thrive and shine.  How do we do this?  With one small step.  In my life, that one small step is always, first, to 
listen.  What does my body need?  Perhaps it’s a nutritional shift.  Maybe, it’s more sleep (that is often the 
case!).  Other times, it’s more yoga, or even, an extra day off from intense movement.  But every month, I use my 
immersion in the mikveh, to dial in and listen deeply.  What does my body need? What does my holy Temple ask of 
me?  This practice is all the more special during the month of Hanukkah when we are called to rededicate our Temples 
(after all, Hanukkah means “rededication”).   
 
Our bodies carry us through life— day in and day out.  Have you thanked your body recently for all that it does?  Even 
with its fragility, have you marveled at its miraculous ability to carry on and repair itself?  How have you taken steps to 
honor your body, your Temple, in recent days?  Maybe it’s time to take one small step and make your way to the 
mikveh?   
 
I promise that your body will say, “you are welcome!” 
 
Feel free to contact me anytime to make a mikveh appointment or for more information about the mikveh by calling 
the confidential mikveh line at Beth Meyer Synagogue at 848-1420 ext. 300, calling my cell phone: 214-886-5079, or 
sending me an e-mail at mikveh@bethmeyer.org.   

Travel Opportunities with Beth Meyer Synagogue 

“Viva Havana!”—Beth Meyer Travels To Cuba (March 29-April 3, 2020) 
Come join Rabbi Eric Solomon on a trip to tour the fascinating island of Cuba and see its remarkable, resilient Jewish 
community. An information session with opportunities to learn about the itinerary, pricing and accommodations took 
place on October 20. If you were unable to attend but are still interested in the Cuba trip, please email Sarah Beall in 
the Beth Meyer office at assistant@bethmeyer.org. 
 
“This Year In Jerusalem”—Beth Meyer 2020 Israel Trip (July 12-23, 2020) 
Come join Rabbis Eric and Jenny Solomon for the trip of a lifetime to Israel. We will cover all of the amazing sites 
throughout the Holy Land including opportunities for spiritual renewal, chances to explore the stunning landscape, and 
time for learning first-hand from experts about Israel’s political and 
diplomatic challenges. This trip, open to people of all ages, will 
include all of the “standards” but with a few new stops that even our 
Rabbis haven’t experienced. Make this the year you can say, “This 
year in Jerusalem!" An information session took place on November 
24. If you were unable to attend but are still interested in the Israel 
trip, please email Sarah Beall in the Beth Meyer office at 
assistant@bethmeyer.org. 

mailto:mikveh@bethmeyer.org
mailto:assistant@bethmeyer.org
mailto:assistant@bethmeyer.org
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Adult Education Committee 

December includes several programs of note for adult education in our community.  On December 
8, we will host our 2nd Sunday morning brunch featuring Motti Inbari, associate professor of 
religion at UNC Pembroke.  His topic is The Yossele Schumacher Affair: A Case Study of  Israel’s 
Response to Ultra-Orthodox Ideological Crime.  Reservations for the brunch are due by December 
4. You can RSVP online here, or contact the office (make sure to log in if you register online so that 
you see the “member” pricing). 
 
We are delighted that Danny Siegel will once again be visiting Beth Meyer to teach.  There will be a 
session on Tuesday evening, Dec 10, at 7:00 pm, and another session on Wednesday morning, Dec 
11, at 11:00 am.  Those who have studied with Danny before know that it is always enjoyable and enlightening.  Those 
who have not studied with Danny should definitely take this opportunity to study with a true master teacher.  To 
register for Tuesday evening, click here.  For Wednesday morning, click here.  Or you can contact the main office. 

From Amy’s Desk—Religious School 

With Hanukkah appearing so late on the calendar (yes, I know, it’s always the 25th of Kislev...), we have lots of time for 
learning.  In our religious school, while we certainly teach the Talmudic story of the jar of oil lasting for 8 days, we don’t 
teach that as THE story of Hanukkah.  Hanukkah is not the simple-little-kids-tale that many learned.  It is a story of 
history, of choices, of religious freedom and more.  We strive to avoid teaching our students lessons that will need to 
be “unlearned” later in life.  Parents can partner with us in this endeavor by playing down the story of the oil and 
highlighting the various messages of the holiday:  stand up for what you believe, protect religious freedoms, value your 
heritage, traditions and customs. 
 
We will review the blessings for lighting the Hanukkah lights - but because we’ll be on break when the holiday occurs, 
we will not be eating latkes or jelly donuts or lighting hanukkiot in class.  We encourage all, even if you’re traveling over 
the break, to make sure to gather your family each night to celebrate the holiday.  We have all sorts of resources for 
parents (blessings, recordings, how to talk about the holiday to non-Jews, etc.) which have been included in the school 
weekly email.  If anyone else would like a copy of these resources, please contact the school office.  
 
If you will be in town over the winter break, make sure to watch for information from Beth Meyer about community 
celebrations. 
 
The whole congregation is invited to the annual Gesher Fair on Sunday, December 15, from 10 am - noon.  The students 
this year are learning about Jewish communities around the world and this Klal Yisrael Fair will be a Jewish 
International experience.   

Yahrzeit Letters  

We would like to offer you the option to receive your yahrzeit letters by email.  If you would rather receive a paper 
letter, you still can. In either case, you should update “My Subscriptions” in your ShulCloud account. 

To do this, first log in on the www.bethmeyer.org webpage. When you are logged in, the upper right-hand corner of 
the webpage should say “Welcome Congregant Name.” (For example, “Welcome Rebekka Mastin.”) Then click on the 
gray rectangle that says “Welcome Congregant Name” and select “My Account” from the drop-down choices. 

Next choose the gray box that says “My Subscriptions.” Scroll to the bottom of the page 
and click the “Edit” button. Then you can choose the check box for “Email” or “Paper 
Mail” beside “Lifecycles.” Be sure to click “Save Changes” at the bottom of the page. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Rebekka Mastin in the office 
at admin@bethmeyer.org. 

 

https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/brunch-series---the-yossele-schumacher-affair.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/so--you-fell-asleep-during-services--do-you-still-count-in-the-minyan-..and-other-little-studied-jewish-laws-and-customs-real-jewish-values-we-never-seemed-to-have-learned-in-religious-school.html
https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/wednesday-morning-study---with-danny-siegal.html
http://www.bethmeyer.org
mailto:admin@bethmeyer.org
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"Va'ani Tefilati" (I am my prayer) - Embodied Prayer 
Through Gentle Yoga: Hannukah 
Sunday, December 15 at 7:00pm—8:15pm  
 
Join Rabbi Jenny Solomon and Dr. Barbara Vosk for a 
prayerful yoga practice. Each session will include a bit of 
Jewish learning, chanting, and meditation led by Rabbi 
Jenny and a gentle yoga practice led by Barbara.  
 
This quiet and rejuvenating practice helps melt away 
tension in the body and offers another avenue to express 
our prayers, moving from rote recitation to meaningful 
and contemplative embodied prayer. This particular series 
is aimed at preparing our bodies and souls for 
the holidays, and this class will focus on Hanukkah. By 
accessing the wisdom of our bodies through yoga and 
singing, we seek to enrich our experience of Jewish 
holidays and the sacred rhythms of Jewish life. The class is 
appropriate for everyone; no previous yoga experience is 
required. Props and mats are provided. RSVPs are 
encouraged, but not required. We encourage you to sign 
up for the entire series, but drop-ins to individual sessions 
are welcome. 
 
Shabbat Yoga Minyan with Phyllis Kritz  
Saturday, December 14 
9:00-10:15am in the Lounge (Main Building, lower level) 
 
Beth Meyer offers 
monthly Shabbat 
morning yoga in the 
Lounge as a great 
addition to our 
Shabbat spiritual 
practice. Participants 
are encouraged to 
come as they are for 
our Torah Service and 
Musaf that follow 
immediately in the 
sanctuary. Props and 
mats are provided - 
but you may bring 
your own mat if you 
prefer. This is a mat-
based yoga practice, with guidance and options for all 
levels.  
 
Register and Full Details at bethmeyer.org/yoga 

Jewish Senior Luncheon 
Tuesday, December 17th 
Noon—1:30 PM 
Beth Meyer Synagogue – Social Hall 
 
"I am who they were" 
Sam Bayer's journey to discover himself by discovering 
his roots. 
 
Sam recounts his family's story from the late 1800's in 
the shtetls of Belarus to their settling in pre-Israel 
Palestine.  How being exiled to Siberia during WWII 
saved his family's lives and led them to reunite on the 
Exodus, "the ship that launched the nation of 
Israel."  The story continues in America where the 
largest collection of American Revolutionary papers is 
assembled by his great-uncle and leaves off with his 
tenure on the Board of Kids4Peace. 
 
We want to accommodate everyone so please RSVP to:  
919-848-1420 or office@bethmeyer.org. 
 
A $5 donation is appreciated.  Transportation is available 
with ample notice. 
 
Sponsored by The Honey and Perry Levine Memorial 
Fund for Senior Programs at Beth Meyer Synagogue. 
 

Yoga Programs in December 

http://www.bethmeyer.org/yoga
mailto:office@bethmeyer.org
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“I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day: I have put before you life and death, blessing and curse. 
Choose life—if you and your offspring would live...” 
(Devarim, 30:19) 
 
One of Judaism’s main foundations is built around the creation, sustenance, and maintenance of life. In fact, within 
Jewish law, the concept of Pikuah Nefesh (saving a life) allows one to break, bend, or ignore, every aspect in order to 
save, or sustain, a life. There are numerous ways to sustain a life, with one important way being to provide adequate 
nutrition by providing food to those in need. 
 
In the Talmudic tractate Brahot (3b), it says:  

Once dawn arrived, the Sages of Israel entered to advise him (King David) with regard to the concerns of the 
nation and the economy. They said to him: Our master, the king, your nation requires sustenance. He said: Go 
and sustain one another, provide each other with whatever is lacking. 

 
This is only one of many examples of Jewish texts imploring us to see to the needs of others—especially those who are 
vulnerable and are facing difficult situations.  Most of us are unaware that more than 651,000 people in central and 
eastern North Carolina live in food insecure households, and that 1 in 4 of them are 65 years or older. Even within our 
small Jewish Community, there are families and individuals in need of food and financial aid. 
 
In response to this overwhelming need, the Beth Meyer Social Action Committee worked with the Board of Directors to 
approve a petition to recognize that food insecurity is a major responsibility of our congregation. In response, the 
synagogue has initiated a year-round food drive that includes the Jewish Family Services (JFS) food pantry, the Inter-
Faith Food Shuttle, and Urban Ministries of Wake County. 
 
All food items collected during the months of November and December will go to the JFS food pantry. The committee 
has placed its wooden collection bin in the foyer of the synagogue, adjacent to the main entrance doors and across 
from the gift shop. 
 
If you’re wondering what things to donate, here is a list of items the JFS food pantry particularly needs: 
 
   
        
     
    
       
 
 
 
 
 
Here’s your opportunity to “choose life,” by ensuring those who need assistance will 
receive proper nutrition and sustenance. Donating food items is easy (just add a few 
items each time you visit the supermarket), and provides for teaching our children 
the value of tzedakah and doing mitzvot. 
 
The statistics of food shortages in our community is well documented. The Social 
Action Committee needs your help and the participation of Beth Meyer members to 
combat hunger and “provide each other with whatever is lacking.” We thank you for 
your support. 

Social Action Committee:  Choose Life. Donate Food. 

• Grocery store and gas station gift cards   • Pasta sauce 

• Jelly/Jams • Canned fruit 

• Dry Cereal   • Peanut butter 

• Cereal bars     • Snack food (chips, pretzels,  crackers) 

• Kosher canned beans • Kosher soups  

• Kosher juices and juice boxes  
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Wednesday, December 25, 2019—@5:00pm 

Hanukkah is a wonderful time to gather with community. This year, we are having three amazing Beth Meyer families 

host candle lightings at their houses on the 4th night of Hanukkah. This event is open to all congregants; however, 

space is limited.  When there are no more open slots on the SignUpGenius, then that particular house is full.  

Please sign up to participate at one of the homes HERE. Bring your own menorah and candles to light together.  

Lights Across Raleigh—An Opportunity to Share Hanukkah with a Beth Meyer Host Family 

Youth Programs—Julia Snyder 

We had a great Kadima trip to Adventure Landing where we played endless laser tag and arcade games, and then to 
Skyzone where we jumped on trampolines for two hours! Our Kadima dinner this month was packed with over 20 
students, but everyone had fun making their own quesadillas and tacos. 
 
USY had a fun Shabbat dinner at Kim Wicksel’s house this month. We also spent a cold Saturday night playing Jackbox 
games at the Leach’s house. USY made a new Instagram account! Follow us 
@bethmeyerusy where we post about our upcoming events and also  photos 
from the events. 
 
Thank you to all the parents that serve on the Youth Committee. Thank you to 
the volunteers who helped at Kadima dinner this month and to the Leach 
Family for hosting us at their house! 

Welcome New Members 

Beth Meyer Synagogue extends a warm welcome to the following individuals and families who recently joined our 
congregation. 
 
Tessa and Adam Quittner. They recently moved to Raleigh from Halsey, NE, where they worked on Tessa’s family’s 
15,000 acre ranch. They have a son, Rex and a daughter, Aspen. Tessa is in pharmaceutical sales and Adam is a stay-at-
home dad. 
 
Anya Gordon. Anya was a member for many years and has re-joined. She is the co-owner of Irregardless Café. 
 
Ivette and Eddie Passiglia. They recently moved here from Huntersville, NC. They have three children, Danielle, Samuel 
and Benjamin. Ivette is a retired attorney and Eddie is a chef. 
 
Diana Friedman. She lived in Nanuet, NY before moving to Raleigh three years ago. She is a substitute teacher. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0444A4A929AAFF2-lights
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Our next Warm Up America meeting is Tuesday, December 10th, from 10:30 – 12:30PM. Would you like to learn to 
knit or crochet? Would you like to contribute to a worthwhile project? Then please join us! All supplies and instruction 
(if needed) are provided. Our Warm Up America project generally meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month in the 
synagogue library from 10:30-12:30 (it's fine to just drop in during that time-- attendance for all 2 hours is not 
required!). Dates for the rest of the year are: January 14, February 11, April 14, and May 12. 
 
If you would like to help in other ways, we 
are accepting donations. Clean out those 
closets, we take all colors of yarn, in any 
quantities. There are occasions where we 
need specific colors, so we would also 
gratefully accept gift cards to Joann Fabrics 
or Michael's.  
 
In September, we delivered 10 beautiful 
afghans to the Women's Center of Wake 
County. The Women's Center is the only day 
center in the Triangle that focuses exclusively 
on serving women experiencing 
homelessness. It provides food, clothes, and 
shelter, as well as medical and mental health 
services. 
 
If you have any questions, please email Dara 
Finkelstein at dara.finkelstein@gmail.com. 
 

The Annual Community-Wide Dreidel Exchange will be held at Temple Beth Or on Thursday, December 12th, at 
7:00PM.  Co-sponsored by the Raleigh-Cary JCC, Raleigh Hadassah, and the Sisterhoods of Beth Meyer, Temple Beth Or, 
and Beth Shalom, this event is free but please register to let us know you are planning to attend. The 
Judaica Shop has some beautiful dreidels in stock, so shop now for the best selection.  
 
Register now using this link: 
https://www.shalomraleigh.org/jfed-events/2019/10/16/9th-annual-womens-dreidel-exchange 
 
Ladies Night Out, Tuesday, December 10th. In the dark days of December, come enjoy the light and warmth of 
Sisterhood at our first Ladies Night Out of the 2019-20 year!  It will be a chance to schmooze with new and old friends, 
munch on snacks provided by Sisterhood (you purchase your own beverages) and relax during this busy time of year. 
 
Meet at The Outpost, 306 E. Hargett Street, drop in anytime between 7:00 and 9:00PM 
RSVPs helpful, but not required: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0444aaa82ca3fb6-ladies2 
 

Join us for a Bake & Take! On Sunday, January 12th, come join Genny Spiliopoulos and Elyse Werner as they teach us 
how to make either Borekas or Baklavah. There are two choices for time, depending on which recipe you pick. You will 
be baking 2 portions:  one for you to take home the other for Sisterhood Shabbat! 
 
Due to space limitations, we can only open this event to Beth Meyer Sisterhood Members.  Pre-registration is required - 
Cost: $5.00 sisterhood members only.   
RSVP here: signupgenius.com/go/10c0444aaa82ca3fb6-bake 
Preferred payment methods include: A check in the Sisterhood mailbox or http://paypal.me/BMSisterhood.  

Sisterhood News—Cathy Kaplan 

https://www.shalomraleigh.org/jfed-events/2019/10/16/9th-annual-womens-dreidel-exchange
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0444aaa82ca3fb6-ladies2
signupgenius.com/go/10c0444aaa82ca3fb6-bake
http://paypal.me/BMSisterhood
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Sisterhood News—continued 

Host homes needed!  Sisterhood Shabbat takes place this year on February 7th-8th. Last year, in lieu of Friday night 
services, Sisterhood members hosted Shabbat dinners in their homes. It was a great success, and we hope to offer this 
option to even more families this year.  
 
Hosting is easy! You choose what works for you: 

• how many people would you be willing to host? 
• do you want singles, couples, families? 
• you cook the meal, or ask folks to bring dishes 

 
Contact Cathy Kaplan (ckaplan2345@gmail.com) if you are interested in hosting. We are looking for host homes all 
over the area, including Wake Forest, Cary, and inside the Beltline. 
 
Interested in participating in our Sisterhood Shabbat morning service? We need Torah readers, service leaders, ark 
openers, English readers, and more. Contact Cathy (ckaplan2345@gmail.com) if you would like to be involved. 
 
The Judaica Shop is open for all of your holiday needs. Beautiful tallitot and jewelry, one-of-a kind ritual items, multiple 
varieties of kippot, and more! There is a great selection in for Hanukkah. 
 
Regular Judaica Shop Hours are:                                         Extended hours for Hanukkah: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Appointments are always available outside of shop 
hours to meet your needs. Please contact Diane or 
Ann to set up a time to shop. Volunteers are 
needed to help the Judaica Shop run smoothly. If 
you can help for an hour or two each week or even 
every once in a while, please contact Ann Tosky.   
  
The Torah Fund Campaign of Women's League for 
Conservative Judaism is the dedicated philanthropy 
of Women's League, its members, and its affiliated 
sisterhoods in Conservative congregations across 
North America. Torah Fund strengthens Jewish 
education by supporting scholarships and 
programming at Conservative/Masorti institutes of 
higher Jewish learning. 
 
Gail Sherman runs our Torah Fund Card program. 
For a small fee of $5, Gail will send a beautifully designed Torah Fund Card to the recipient of your choice. Your friend 
or loved one gets a beautiful card in the mail with your name on it, and the money goes to support higher Jewish 
education. A win-win. You can contact Gail at gsherman754@aol.com or 
919-264-6037. 

 
Direct donations to Torah Fund can be made by clicking 
here. Those donating at least $180 over the course of a 
year receive a commemorative pin. 

Sundays 10:00am-12:00pm 

Wednesdays 10:00am-12:00pm 

Fridays 10:00am-12:00pm 

December 8 - 13 10:00am-12:00pm daily 

December 15 - 20 10:00am-12:00pm daily 

December 22 10:00am-12:00pm 

mailto:innervision88@hotmail.com
mailto:aptosky@gmail.com
mailto:gsherman754@aol.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001olIUw1jIRoKjl18kiqd3_Qa3TeAx-5q8aplX7gNSIWQAv0U6Mchp7q0sFbTBKxjMShyMOr0omJZtfWnugmQVo9UD8pv5WXXce0K8X0iPcjbL2dMBrGU32idDYdgxSXuZPN_4DJOgefCLVtxOor2TiGBmCLOTAaXvGt0qUWNsjU4_KpIOnEvppQE7GVOK7DOflHl1ovkXvs2YSt2euNj7L9-xpsDE795a46M6
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Sisterhood News—continued 

Thanks to everyone who came out for our 4th Annual Trivia Night & Silent Auction! It was a lot of fun, and thanks to 
your generosity, we raised several thousand dollars. That money goes right back into the Beth Meyer community to 
support education and other programming. Thanks to all of our sponsors and all the generous businesses who donated 
to the Silent Auction. 

Books That Ask Big Questions—Rabbi Jenny Solomon 

Our next “Ask Big Questions” book club selection is My Grandfather’s Blessings, by Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen. Our 
discussion will take place on February 11, 2020 at 12:30 PM.  This is the perfect time to acquire the book and start 
reading!  
 
"In My Grandfather's Blessings, Rachel Naomi Remen, a cancer physician and master storyteller, uses her luminous 
stories to remind us of the power of our kindness and the joy of being alive. Dr. Remen's grandfather, an Orthodox 
rabbi and scholar of the Kabbalah, saw life as a web of connection and knew that everyone belonged to him, and that 
he belonged to everyone. He taught her that blessing one another is what fills our emptiness, heals our loneliness, and 
connects us more deeply to life. Life has given us many more blessings than we have allowed ourselves to receive. My 
Grandfather's Blessings is about how we can recognize and receive our blessings and bless the life in others. Serving 
others heals us. Through our service we will discover our own wholeness—and the way to restore hidden wholeness in 
the world." 
 
On February 11, please join us at the synagogue as we enjoy a meal together (bring your own 
dairy/parve lunch and we will provide drinks and dessert) as we discuss this soulful book, 
brimming with Jewish wisdom.  The program is free, but please do RSVP on the website so we 
know how many people to expect.  I hope you can join us! 

https://www.bethmeyer.org/event/books-that-ask-big-questions2.html
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Preschool News—Rebecca Krantz 

We have had a wonderful month of learning and fun at Beth Meyer 
Preschool.  We really dug our hands into fall by opening up pumpkins, 
crafting with leaves, and preparing some fall favorites for our Thanksgiving 
Feast!  We also enjoyed learning about the tallit, kippah, and tefillin this 
month as we further explored what it means to be Jewish.  Plus, our 
oldest students are becoming expert challah makers with our weekly 
baking activities.   
 
Moving into December, we are so excited to get 

into the Hanukkah spirit.  In fact, Beth Meyer Preschool is closing out 2019 with a wonderful 
Hanukkah celebration that we hope you will all join us for.  On December 22nd, from 4pm - 
6pm, we will host our Lights and Latkes event in the Beth Meyer Social Hall.  Join us for latkes, 
donuts, gelt, and more.  There will be crafts and games to enjoy, including our annual dreidel 
spinning contest, and plenty of raffle prizes to win.  This year, we are having a pajama party 
theme, so feel free to wear your coziest Hanukkah gear.  Tickets can be purchased online at 
https://www.bethmeyerpreschool.org/lights-latkes/  
 

Triangle Seminar for Jewish Studies—Fall 2019 

Monday, December 16 — “North Carolina's Judaic Art Gallery:  Where we are and where we'll be ” 
John Coffey, Deputy Director for Collections and Research, Curator of Judaic Art, NC Museum of Art 
This PowerPoint presentation will discuss the ins and outs of curating Jewish ceremonial art: acquisitions, conservation, 
display and interpretation. 
  
All sessions meet at the National Humanities Center in RTP from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.   
Series Fee - Anniversary Special Price: $10.00 per person; Individual lecture: $5.00 
  
For updates: www.shalomraleigh.org/calendar or contact Ronni Marblestone at 919-848-3752. 

https://www.bethmeyerpreschool.org/lights-latkes/
http://www.shalomraleigh.org/calendar
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Mahzor Lev Shalem Fundraiser 

Support our congregation in purchasing the Conservative Movement’s newest High Holy Day prayer book-Mahzor Lev 
Shalem! This book represents the best of the Conservative movement and promises to be inspiring and relevant for 
years to come. 
 
• Please help Beth Meyer Synagogue raise the money needed to fill our sanctuary with 700+ new mahzorim by 5781 

(Fall 2020)! 
• For each $54 donation, a mahzor nameplate will be inscribed in honor of, or in memory of, your loved one and a 

card will be sent to the honoree or to the family of those memorialized. You can also make a general donation to 
support the fund. 

 

To find more information and make a donation, please see the form on page 11 or visit 
https://bethmeyer.org/giving/mahzor-lev-shalem.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Mahzor Lev Shalem Fundraiser is ongoing. We are pleased to recognize Susan & Louis Reich who contributed to 
the campaign last month. 

Girl Scout Troop 525  

Girl Scout Troop 525 is having a great year!! In December we will celebrate 
Hanukkah with donuts, dreidels, and community service. January brings our Court 
of Awards where we celebrate all the achievements of the troop from the first half 
of the year and, of course, the Annual Cookie Sale starts January 12th! Make sure 
to be on the lookout for our booth at Beth Meyer in February.  We are also posting 
an order form in both buildings all cookie season long to get your cookie fix 
whenever. Cookies are $4.00 a box and your support goes a long way in helping the 
girls reach their potential. Contact Karen Bograd at karenbograd@yahoo.com for 
more information. 

https://bethmeyer.org/giving/mahzor-lev-shalem
mailto:karenbograd@yahoo.com
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Mahzor Lev Shalem Fund 
Thank you for supporting the Mahzor Lev Shalem Fund. 

 

Contribution Amount 

Individual Mahzorim:   (number) Mahzorim x $54/Mahzor = $                                            

General Donation:       $                                               

TOTAL (please submit check in this amount):    $                                                

 

Contributor Information 
 
First Name:                                                                                                                                                                                                 Last Name:                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Email Address:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Donation Details 
Is your donation in honor or in memory of someone? Please share as much information as you have. 
 

Tribute Type 
In Honor Of 
In Memory Of 
On Occasion Of                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

Tribute First Name:                                                                                                                                                                  Tribute Last Name:                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Tribute Notification First Name                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Tribute Notification Last Name                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Tribute Notification Street Address                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Tribute Notification City                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Tribute Notification State/Province                                                                                      Tribute Notification Postal Code                                                                                                                                 

 

Mahzor Bookplate Inscription Details 
Below, or on a separate enclosed page, please list how you would like your name(s) listed on the book plate(s). Also, 
you may add a personal line of text, up to 100 characters. 
Eg: “This mahzor is dedicated in honor of John Smith on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah by Jane Doe.”  
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Light One Candle…. 
 
What do we know about the two opposing views of how to light the Hanukkah candles?  Do we begin with 8 candles or 
1 candle?  The two opposing views are attributed to Hillel and his adversary Shammai.   
 
Babylonian born in the first century, Hillel migrated to the Land of Israel to study and worked as a woodcutter, 
eventually becoming the most influential force in Jewish life. Hillel is said to have lived in such great poverty and was 
known for his kindness, gentleness, concern for humanity. One of his most famous sayings is "If I am not for myself, 
then who will be for me? And if I am only for myself, then what am I? And if not now, when?" Shammai was a builder 
and native of the Land of Israel. He was reputed to be dour, quick-tempered and impatient. Both lived during the reign 
of King Herod (37-4 BCE), an oppressive period in Jewish history because of the Roman occupation. Shammai was 
concerned that if Jews had too much contact with the Romans, the Jewish community would be weakened, and this 
attitude was reflected in his strict interpretation of Jewish law. Hillel did not share Shammai's fear and therefore was 
more liberal in his view of law.  Hillel favored the admission of proselytes into Judaism even when they made 
unreasonable demands, such as one did by demanding that the whole Torah be taught to him quickly "while standing 
on one foot." Hillel accepted this person as eligible for conversion, whereas Shammai dismissed him as not serious 
about Judaism.  They maintained many opposing viewpoints, yet, argued with each other with honor and reverence.  
One such argument was in the correct way to light the Hanukkah candles. 
  
“The Talmud in Tractate Shabbat relates that the academy of Hillel advocates lighting the candles as we know today, in 
ascending order. The academy of Shamai disagreed and advocated that we light the Hanukkah candles starting with 
eight candles on the first night, then seven candles on the second night. This is in reverse order that we know 
today.” (http://www.jewishmag.com/85mag/shamaihillel/shamaihillel.htm) 
 
You might ask, “Why did they have these different viewpoints?”  “According to the academy of Shammai, as the light of 
the menorah decreases on each successive night, this indicates the waning of the Greek philosophy, wisdom and rule in 
the world. Our redemption came about through the weakening and eventual defeat of not only the Greek armies, but 
also the Greek culture” (http://www.jewishmag.com/85mag/shamaihillel/shamaihillel.htm).  While Hillel, thought of 
the miracle of light in a different way.  The defeat of the Greeks was due to the resurgence of Maccabees to bring 
about the purification of the Temple and the Jewish heritage. It was our initiative and desire to bring back the presence 
of God in the Holy Temple that brought about the miracle. These are opposing concepts, one that looks at the downfall 
of our enemy as our salvation, and the other that centers on our efforts to bring about salvation.  
  
We see these two efforts in our modern life of today.  As we choose 
to follow the rulings of Hillel, we might remember that the 
foundation of this practice lies in that instead of focusing on our 
enemies, discomforts, or defeats, we choose to be positive and look 
at how we might act to benefit the Jewish community, and world 
beyond.  Or, as reminded by the Chassidic master, “You cannot 
dispel darkness with a stick, you must light a candle.”  And, here the 
light not only benefits the one who lit the candle but also someone 
nearby, without dimming the light.   
 
While these differences may seem ancient to us, they offer insights 
into the way the Jewish community can face and address our 
different viewpoints and ideas.  Whichever way we choose to light 
the candles, the lights remind us of the need to act always out of a 
sense of justice with compassion.  
 
Sherry Shapiro 
Ritual Committee 

Ritual Committee—Sherry Shapiro 

http://www.jewishmag.com/85mag/shamaihillel/shamaihillel.htm
http://www.jewishmag.com/85mag/shamaihillel/shamaihillel.htm
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Call on Govenor Cooper to Welcome Refugees to NC 
 
Join us in calling on Governor Cooper to affirm that he will continue to welcome the resettlement of refugees in 
our state. As North Carolinians and as Jews, we are committed to welcoming refugees as they seek the same 
promise of safety and prosperity that first drew many of our own ancestors to this land, and we are dedicated 
to supporting them as they resettle in our communities. Read the letter and sign on via 
http://bit.ly/Refugee-Solidarity 
Then call the Governor’s office (there’s a sample script below) and please share widely. 
 
Without the governor’s explicit, written statement, per Executive Order 13888, the federal refugee resettlement 
program, under the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall resettle refugees 
only in areas where both state and local governments consent in writing to the resettlement of refugees in their 
respective areas. 
 
Call Governor Cooper at 919-814-2000 
 
"My name is ___________, and I'm calling today because the 
White House has issued an Executive Order allowing states and 
municipalities to veto refugee resettlement. The Governor's 
continued commitment to refugees is critical in this moment, and 
I'm calling on him to write to the Secretary of State and publicly 
affirm on every platform available to him that refugee 
resettlement will continue in North Carolina." 

Social Action Committee—Deborah Goldstein 

A hearty “thank you” to those of you who have logged in and used your ShulCloud account to make donations or even 
sign up for classes. Logging in for the first time is easy. Just go to www.bethmeyer.org and click “Login” in the upper 
right-hand corner. The first time you do this, select “Forgot My Password” and you will receive an email with  
instructions on how to set up your password. When you are logged in, the upper right-hand corner of the website will 
say “Welcome [Name]” with your name beside it. (“Welcome Susan Sugar,” for example.) You may find it easier to stay 
logged in to your account in much the same way that you may stay logged in to Amazon or other sites. 
 
Another advantage to being logged in is that you can check which events you have registered for so as not to duplicate 
a registration (or a registration fee).  When you are logged in, click on “Welcome [Name]” and select “My Account” 
from the drop-down menu. You can then choose “My Events” from the available squares. 
 
While we are talking about “My Account,” the “Member Directory—Edit My Directory Info” is also one of the available 
squares. Here you can add a picture. “Member Directory—Connect With Other Members” lets you view the Member 
Directory. Please remember that the Member Directory is for making personal connections, not for business purposes. 
 
If you have any questions regarding ShulCloud, please contact Rebekka Mastin at admin@bethmeyer.org. 
 
Your Beth Meyer ShulCloud Implementation Team, 
Cathy Kaplan 
Rebekka Mastin 
Susan Sugar 

ShulCloud Update—Logging In, Events and Membership Directory 

http://www.bethmeyer.org
mailto:admin@bethmeyer.org?subject=ShulCloud%20Question
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Triangle Jewish Chorale 

Celebrating their Silver Anniversary:  
A Concert in Honor of Founder Gayla Halbrecht 
Sunday, December 8, 2019 
4:30pm in the Sanctuary 
 
The Triangle Jewish Chorale presents a selection of its 
favorites from its first 25 years of singing Jewishly-
inspired music in the Triangle and beyond (even Buenos 
Aires). The wide-ranging repertoire includes songs of 
many types: jubilant and lilting, humorous and solemn, 
folk and liturgical. Join us for this special anniversary 
concert. Admission is free but donations are welcome. 

Guest Speaker December 7, 2019—Samantha Bouchard 

"From Darkness to Light: A Life Journey"  
 
Samantha Bouchard was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York where she 
spent the first 14 years of her life. Samantha and her family moved to Raleigh, 
North Carolina in 2005 where she attended Leesville Road High School. 
Samantha faced many struggles with mental illness and substance abuse 
throughout her teenage years and early adult life. Despite these challenges, 
Samantha was able to obtain her Associates Degree from Asheville-Buncombe 
Technical Community College in 2015. Samantha made the choice to get clean 
and sober for the final time on August 25, 2016 and moved back to the 
eastern part of the state. She now lives with her fiance, Zack, their two dogs, 
Blaze and Clyde, and their cat, Arya, in a home they recently purchased in 
Wake Forest. She currently works as an Executive Assistant for a company 
who provides services for those with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. Samantha would like to thank her family for supporting her 
through her intense life journey and would not be where she is today without 
their love and understanding.  

Beth Meyer Men’s Club Blood Drive 

Sunday, December 8 
9:00am to 1:45pm 
Social Hall 
 
The next Men's Club Blood Drive will take place 
on Sunday, December 8 from 9:00am to 
1:45pm. Appointments may be made using 
this link.  
 
Donor's will receive a $10 Visa gift card.  
 
Please e-mail bethmeyerblood@gmail.com with 
any questions.    
 

https://donate.thebloodconnection.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/134879
mailto:bethmeyerblood@gmail.com


 

  Page 17 504 Newton Road ● Raleigh, NC 27615 ● Tel: 919-848-1420 ● Fax: 919-848-1571 ● www.bethmeyer.org  

HaMaggid                                                   Beth Meyer Synagogue                                                 December 2019 

Guest Speaker December 14, 2109—The Rev. Melissa Florer-Bixler 

Melissa Florer-Bixler was called to be pastor of Raleigh Mennonite Church in 2016. She is the author of Fire by Night: 
Finding God in the Pages of the Old Testament. 
 
Melissa is a “convinced” Mennonite. As an adult, she found herself drawn to Anabaptism’s emphasis on consensus and 
decision-making, the priesthood of all believers, peace building, and potlucks. She is a sucker for four-part harmony. 

 
Her formal education occurred at Gordon College, Duke University, and Princeton  
Theological Seminary. She was nurtured into pastoral ministry over the past  decade by 
the spacious welcome of Portland Mennonite, Oxford Circle Mennonite, and Chapel Hill 
Mennonite. She was the recipient of the gentleness and shared life of L’Arche Portland 
(OR) and works to extend that beloved community as a board member of Friends of  
L’Arche North Carolina. 
 
With her time, she defends her snap peas from insects, attends to the words of Elena  
Ferrante, Karl Barth, and Li-Young Lee, and cultivates the will to learn Spanish by listening 
to Ana Tijoux. Sometimes she writes things that other people read in The Mennonite 
and Christian Century. She expends the most time, energy, tears, laughter, fear and pa-
tience co-parenting her three children with her spouse, Jacob.  

Todah Rabbah!! 

We want to give a huge thank you to the following families that sent donations to support our USY Tikkun Olam 

Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so very much! 

• Anonymous • Bryan and Ellina Max 

• Steven and Randi Dmiszewicki • Brian and Debbie Orol 

• Seth Effron and Nancy Thomas • Sharon and Shalom Rokach 

• Steven and Lisa Feierstein • Frederick Sapir and Molly Stone-Sapir 

• Lawrence and Leone Fetter • Shawn Sager and Harlan Shays 

• Susan and Marc Finkel • Michael and Patricia Siegel 

• Stephen Heffner • Sidney and Rachel Strauss 

• Martin Kaplan • Don and Susan Sugar 

• Eduardo and Dorothy Leiderman • Glenn and Eileen Taylor 

• Tom Magnani • Diane and Jeff Wicksel 

• Howard and Judi Margulies • Craig and Carol Winter 

Friends of the IDF: A Female Journalist in a War Zone 

Monday, December 9 at 6:30p.m. 
Temple Beth Or 
5315 Creedmoor Rd, Raleigh, NC  27612 
 
Michal Divon, an Israeli-American Journalist, will speak about her time as a News 
Anchor and Field Journalist for News12 and i24NEWS in Jaffa, Israel and in New 
York City. She has written for Times of Israel and The Forward, as well as 
interviewed Ambassador Ron Dermer, former Ambassador Ron Prosor, Major 
General Amos Gilad, and SpaceIL founder Morris Kahn.  
 
This is event is at Temple Beth Or and co-hosted by Beth Meyer Synagogue.  
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Yahrzeits 
 
1-Dec Anne Santo 
 Florence Lebos 
2-Dec Frank Jacobs 
 Fred Lewin 
 Robert Epstein 
 Hilda Kaplan 
 Melvin Deitch 
3-Dec Beatrice Sichel 
 Sylvia Kane 
 Lena Stark 
4-Dec Sylvan Merwitz 
5-Dec Beatrice Hyman 
 Ella Kousnetz 
6-Dec Joe Abrams 
 Seymour Sokol 
7-Dec Paula Scher 
 Jane Gevirtz 
8-Dec Phillip Satisky 
 David Bresenoff 
9-Dec Max Jagoda 
10-Dec Ofelia Lurie 
 Carin Intile 
12-Dec Bessie Lieberman Perlstadt 
13-Dec Charles Perlmutter 
 Sylvia Kelner 
14-Dec Morris J. Kaplan 
 Benjamin Weinstein 
 Charles Isaacs 
 Louis Land 
15-Dec Gloria Jorove 
 Fraida Satisky 
 Raymond Davitt 
16-Dec Marion Landau 
 Michael Scharff 
 Leonard Harrison 
 Ida Zucker 
 David Robbins 
 Ralph Kaplan 
 Alvin Newman 
17-Dec Jerry Levin 
 Morris Mendell 
18-Dec Sidney Zeitler 
 Jose Lurie 
 Ruth Blick 
 Harry Schwartz 
19-Dec Gertrude Goldwasser 
 Fred Shore 
 Mortimer Rosenzweig 
 Phillip Sloat 
20-Dec Harold G. Bernstein 
 Nathan Sachs 
21-Dec Rhoda Mazur 
 Sophie Aksel 
 Charles Peller 
22-Dec Roy Weber 
 Carol Sterkin 
 Rachel Israelson 
 Joseph Strauss 
 Morris LaBorwitt 
24-Dec Anne Gorrin Becker 
 Ralph Galper 
24-Dec Milton Blick 

24-Dec  Shirley Baron 
 Albert Yanofsky 
25-Dec Logan Aronson 
 Gary Faden 
 Robert Rothstein 
 Pauline Bush 
 Joseph Needham 
26-Dec Nora Bates 
 Minnie Scharff 
 Leo Abrams 
 Harriet Friedrich 
 Roger Wagner 
 Hudel Gotlieb 
27-Dec Abraham Eisen 
28-Dec Gordon Golt 
 Sidney Seff 
29-Dec Jacob Salm 
 Gilda Freeman 
 Ralph Deitz 
 Irving Serxner 
 Harry L. Satisky 
30-Dec Myron Tannenbaum 
 Nathan Cristol 
 Melvin Kaufman 
 Helen Johnson 
31-Dec Jacques Wicksel 
 Ira Shareff 
 Paul Hecht 
 Bernice Siegel 
 Helen Kohn 
 

Birthdays 
 
1-Dec Rochelle Pasquale 
 B. J. Davis 
 Manuel Kleiner 
3-Dec Muriel Gantman 
 Jillian Katz 
 Herbert Segal 
 Dina Stambler 
4-Dec David Rubin 
 Ariel Cohen 
5-Dec Kelley Markoff 
 Theodore Harris 
6-Dec Hava Elster-Hipps 
 Marlene Langsam 
7-Dec Ann Tosky 
10-Dec Lawrence Sichel 
11-Dec Marc Kaufman 
 Claire Le Besque 
 Arnold Weksler 
 David Aksel 
12-Dec Neil Baron 
 Sherry Emanuel 
13-Dec David Glass 
 Beth Shalev 
14-Dec Jennifer Mundt 
 Glenda Toppe 
 Elliott Katz 
15-Dec Robert Blum 
 Craig Winter 
 John Kotzker 
 Jennifer Wolborsky 
16-Dec Rachel Ganbarg 

18-Dec Jennifer Fishman 
 Alan Aarons 
19-Dec Pilar LaSala 
 Linda Scher 
 Nancy Levin 
20-Dec Samuel Suls 
 Melissa Abrams 
 Natalie Oren 
 Sharon Lubkin 
21-Dec David Elstein 
23-Dec Michael Siegel 
 Brian Wolborsky 
24-Dec Leah Friedman 
25-Dec Daniel Becker 
26-Dec Seth Bleier 
27-Dec Jeff Engel 
 David Mills 
28-Dec Cecile DuBois 
 Eric Solomon 
29-Dec Danielle Cooperstein 
30-Dec Ariel Macari 
31-Dec Merri Robinson 
 

 
 

Anniversaries 
 
2-Dec Charles & Sharyn Shapiro 
4-Dec Arnold & Faith Shertz 
6-Dec Eduardo & Dorothy Leiderman 
9-Dec David & Barbara Goldstein 
 Bradley & Jennifer Wolborsky 
12-Dec Jeffrey & Blair Goldsmith 
17-Dec Robert & Mari Blum 
18-Dec Betty & Alex Verjovsky 
 Herbert & Patricia Segal 
19-Dec Alfred & Denise Friedrich 
20-Dec Julia & Ray Fligman 
22-Dec Norman & Karen Rabins 
 Joel & Lenore Raphael 
24-Dec Louis & Susan Reich 
25-Dec Bruce & Mindy Oberhardt 
27-Dec Bernard & Teresa Grunwald 
29-Dec Steven & Jody Katz 
 David Dickman & Joanna Kipnes 
31-Dec Richard Adelman & Jane Pinsky 
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Donations from October 18—November 15 , 2019 
 
Adult Education/SIR 

• JoAnn Pizer-Fox  wishing a speedy recovery to Marvin 
Marblestone  

 
Biblical Garden  

• Lyn & Howard Satisky in honor of the wedding of Sari-Rose 
Brown & Josh Orol 

• Randi & Steve Dmiszewicki in memory of Steve's father, 
 Meyer Dmiszewicki 

 
BMS Facilities Fund  

• Stef Mendell & Richard Johnson  in memory of Stefanie's 
father, Edmund Mendell 

  
Burton & Michele Horwitz & Family Education Endowment  

• The Caplan Family in honor of Sharon Mills for being such a 
wonderful Bat Mitzvah tutor and friend to Sydney 

 
General Fund  

• Liliane Himmel in appreciation of an aliyah  
 
Hesed Fund  

• Rachel & Seth Cohen in memory of Stanley Finkelstein, 
father of Alan Finkelstein 

• Jeri & Dan Dembow in memory of David Reinstein  
 
Honey & Perry Levine Memorial Fund for Senior Programs  

• Stacey Horowitz in memory of her father, Jack Berman  

• Stacey Horowitz in memory of Diane Mannino, mother of 
Angela Glass 

 
Jeanne LaBorwitt Library Endowment  

• Isobel & Carl Marcus in memory of Carl’s father, Louis 
Marcus  

 
Kitchen Fund  

• Boris Pekarsky in honor of BMS being so welcoming 
 
Library Fund  

• Norma & David Zendels in memory of Stanley Finkelstein, 
father of Alan Finkelstein 

 
Preschool Fund  

• Ellen Adelman in honor of the birth of Valerie Rebecca 
Rumsch  

 
Rabbi Eric's Discretionary Fund 

• Lisa & Steve Feierstein in memory of Steve’s mother, Adele 
Feierstein  

• Ellen Adelman in memory of Irving Bieler, father of Gayle 
Bieler 

• Rose VanKrusze  in honor of Alan Buie-King, wishing you a 
very happy birthday, a joyous year ahead filled with good 
health and happiness 

• Lyn & Howard Satisky in honor of Rabbis Jenny & Eric 

Solomon’s new home  

• Michelle Speakmaster & Marc Farber in memory of 
Michelle's mother, Judy Speakmaster  

• Sharon & Eric Moe in honor of Rabbi Eric Solomon for his 
support and guidance 

• Gayle Bieler in memory of her father, Irving Bieler  

• Audrey & Elliott Katz in appreciation of Rabbi Eric Solomon 

• Pam & Gerald Boxser in memory of Gerald's uncle, Maurice 
(Manny) Boxser  

• Sara & Arlen Schweiger in honor of Rabbi Eric Solomon for 
Jordyn's bat mitzvah 

 
Rabbi Jenny's Discretionary Fund  

• Lyn & Howard Satisky in honor of Rabbis Jenny & Eric 
Solomon’s new home 

  
Religious School Director's Discretionary Fund  

• Sharon & Eric Moe in honor of all the Religious School 
teachers  

• Barbara & Jordan Miller  in honor of David Zendels thanking 
you for your time, dedication and helpfulness 

• Elaine & Rob Hubal in honor of Sari-Rose Brown & Josh Orol 
on their wedding 

 
Religious School Fund  

• Janet Stern in memory of Irving Bieler, father of Gayle Bieler 

• Sharon & Wayne Mills in honor of Sydney Caplan becoming 
a bat mitzvah 

• Sharon & Wayne Mills in honor of Talia Barbieri  becoming a 
bat mitzvah 

• Sharon & Eric Moe in honor of Rabbi Steve Kirschner  

• Deborah & Herb Meyers in honor of Jordyn Schweiger 
becoming a bat mitzvah, from her grandparents 

• Sara & Arlen Schweiger  in honor of Cathy Kaplan for 
Jordyn's bat mitzvah 

 
Ronald Bidwell and Betty Mandel Operating Endowment  

• Barbara & Jeff Margolis in honor of Sari-Rose Brown & Josh 
Orol’s auf ruf 

• Barbara, Jeffrey, Joshua & Daniel Margolis in honor of Elbert 
Lipman’s 100th birthday 

• Barbara & Jeffrey Margolis in memory of Dr. Allyn Bernard 
Dembeck, son of Joseph & Matilda Cohen Dembeck 

 
Teen Tzedakah Giving Circle  

• Phyllis Diehl in memory of her father, Larry Nebret  

• Janis & John Zaremba in honor of Jordyn Schweiger 
becoming a bat mitzvah 

 
Youth Programs  

• Isobel & Carl Marcus in honor of the wedding of Josh Orol & 
Sari-Rose  Brown 

 
 



 

 
3 Kislev—3 Tevet 5780 
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B’nai Mitzvah • Wedding Receptions • Milestone 
Birthdays • Celebration of Life 

 

Embassy Suites Brier Creek 
8001 Arco Corporate Drive  
Raleigh, NC 27617 
919.957.6952 
Devon.Schumann@Hilton.com 
 

RaleighDurhamAirportBrierCreek.EmbassySuites.com When You Mention This Ad 



 

  Page 23 504 Newton Road ● Raleigh, NC 27615 ● Tel: 919-848-1420 ● Fax: 919-848-1571 ● www.bethmeyer.org  

HaMaggid                                                   Beth Meyer Synagogue                                                 December 2019 

December 2019 Beth Meyer Synagogue 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 
 
 

Meditation 10:00a 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meditation 
Intensive—7:00p 

3 

 
4 
 
 
Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Ritual Comm Mtg 
7:30p 
 

Sisterhood Mtg 
7:30p 

5 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
Candle lighting 
4:42p 
 

Shabbat 
Mishpahah 6:30p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 
 

7 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 
Guest Speaker 
Samantha 
Bouchard 
 
Havdalah 5:42p 

8 
Men’s Club Blood 
Drive 9:00a 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 

Adult Ed Brunch 
10:00a 
 

Triangle Jewish 
Chorale 4:30p 
 
 

 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
Meditation 
Intensive—7:00p 
 

Preschool PAC Mtg 
7:30p 

10 

 
 

Warm Up America 
10:30a 
 

 
 
Danny Siegel 
Program 7:00p 
 

Caregivers Support 
Group 7:00p 
 

11 
 
 
Adult Ed Study 
Session—Danny 
Siegel 11:00a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Religious School 
Comm Mtg 7:30p 

13 
 

 
 
 
Candle lighting 
4:43p 
 

Mindfulness Kab 
Shab 6:30p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 

14 
Shabbat Yoga 9:00a 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 

Guest Speaker The 
Rev Melissa Florer-
Bixler 
 

Shababa 10:30a 
 

Havdalah 5:44p 

 

15 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 
 
 

Meditation 10:00a 
 
 
 
 
Hanukkah 
Meditation 7:00p 

16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Meditation 
Intensive—7:00p 
 

 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Lunch 
12:00p 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

19 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Candle lighting 
4:46p 
 
 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 

21 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Havdalah 5:46p 
 
 

22 
 

1st Night of 
Hanukkah 

 

Minyan 9:00a 
 

Meditation 10:00a 
 
 

Lights and Latkes 
4:00p 
 
 
 

 

23 
 

2nd Night of 
Hanukkah 

 
Office Open 

9a—3p 

24 
 

3rd Night of 
Hanukkah 

 
 

Office Closed 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
 

25 
 

4th Night of 
Hanukkah 

 
 
 

Office Closed 
 

Lights Across 
Raleigh 5:00p 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Christmas 

26 
 

5th Night of 
Hanukkah 

 
Office Open 

9a—3p 
 

 
 

27 
 

6th Night of 
Hanukkah 

 
Office Open 

9a—2p 
 

Candle lighting 
4:50p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 

28 
 
 

7th Night of 
Hanukkah 

 
Shabbat Service 
9:30a 

 
 
Havdalah 5:51p 
 

 

29 
 

8th Night of 
Hanukkah 

 
Minyan 9:00a 
 
 

Meditation 10:00a 
 
 

30 
 
 

 
Office Open 

9a—3p 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
 

Office Closes 
at Noon 

 
 
 
 
 
 

New Year’s Eve 
 
 

Jan 1 
 

Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 
 
 

New Year’s Day 

Jan 2 
 
 

Office Open 
9a—3p 

 
 

Jan 3 
 

 
Office Open 

9a—2p 
 
 
 

Candle lighting 
4:55p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 
 

Jan 4 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 
 
 
 
Havdalah 5:56p 



 

“The world rests on three things: Torah, Prayer, and Acts of Lovingkindness.”  
- Pirkei Avot 

 
Beth Meyer Synagogue is a holy community rooted in these sacred principles--- 
 

• Torah: We study the Torah to refine our souls and become more moral human beings. 

• Avodah: We pray with heartfelt intention and seek ever greater ways to connect with God. 

• Gemilut Hasadim: We care for each other in times of need and celebrate with each other in times of 
joy. We act to make the world a better place---here in Raleigh, in America, in Israel, and throughout 
the world. 

504 Newton Road 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
Office: 919-848-1420 
School: 919-848-8111 

Fax: 919-848-1571 
Email: office@bethmeyer.org 

Web: www.bethmeyer.org 


