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HaMaggid 

How much could Moshe Rabbeinu 
(Moses, our Teacher) take? 
 
When we look back on the 
wandering of our ancestors through 
the Sinai desert we see time and 
time again that they love 
to kvetch (complain). 

 
The people want more meat. Another time, they claim 
there isn’t enough water. Later on, they seem to tire of the 
delicious manna that comes down as a gift from God every 
morning. They infamously build a Golden Calf to worship, 
and a portion of the Levite tribe led by Korah attempts 
an out-and-out rebellion 
 
On top of all of this, God tells Moshe that because he lost 
his temper, he is forbidden from entering the Promised 
Land.  
 
Understandably, there are times when Moshe reaches his 
wit’s end.  We can almost hear him saying: 
  
“God, why is life so hard?” 
 
I want to admit to you that I felt something similar just a 
few shabbatot ago at Beth Meyer. It had nothing to do 
with our beloved congregation and everything to do with 
some electricity poles. 
 
It was a July shabbat morning and Rabbi Jenny and are I 
were davennen (praying) the early part of the service, 
standing on the bimah.  Rabbi Jenny was in the middle of 
sharing a few Torah thoughts when we heard a loud 
“Poof!”, followed by a big set of clicks. We soon 
realized that the electricity had gone out in the building. 
 
A little shocked, we thought, “Okay, this will probably last 
for a few seconds and then kick back on.” 

Wishful thinking.  
 
To make a long story short, we later learned that some 
trees unexpectedly fell on power lines near the shul, and 
that power would not return for several hours. 
 
It was disappointing for myriad reasons but one of them is 
that we had a prepared a really great Torah study!   
 
So, Rabbi Jenny and I went back up to the bimah and 
prayed the rest of the morning prayers on our own. It was 
*very* strange. We've been praying for a few months now 
without a congregation and that has its own sadness. But 
at least we could feel the presence of our 
holy congregation knowing that Beth Meyerniks were 
praying with us via the internet. But in this case, we 
*knew* that we were alone; there was no minyan. There 
was something profoundly lacking about it. 
 
Rabbi Jenny and I prayed near each other but on our own. 
Both of us kept the whole congregation in mind and 
included prayers for healing for our congregants and our 
broken world. I would have never asked for it but I even 
said the blessing of “shehehyanu” since this was a first-
time experience.  
 
In the midst of my prayer, I felt a moment when I reached 
my wit’s end. First, the pandemic followed by police 
brutality and racial strife.  
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All of this coupled with an incredibly divisive political environment.  There are 
people in the shul who are ill, others who are dying. And we can’t even gather 
together to hold each other’s hands or give supportive hugs.  
 
“How much can we take?” I prayed.  
 
Then, I remembered Moshe and all that he experienced. Even at the end of his life, 
when he knows he will never step into the Promised Land, he remains 
steadfast.  His belief in God and the mission of our people never fade.  He truly 
keeps his eyes on the prize regardless of any stumbling blocks that come his way. 
 
It gave me solace.  
 
We’ve been in very difficult circumstances before. With God’s help, even when it is 
most dire, we, the Jewish people, never give up. We may complain and struggle to 
hold on to our faith—but we don’t let even the most insurmountable challenges 
stop us from working towards our dreams. 
 
How much could Moshe take? 
 
It turns out that, with the support of God and our people, Moses could take more 
than he could have ever imagined. 
 
So can we.  
 
Let's be like Moses. 
 
L’shalom,  
 
Eric 

Zoom in to Summer Schmooze! - August 23 

Our congregation is amazing and we want you to know it! Join us on Sunday,  
August 23 to learn about everything going on at Beth Meyer for the fall. Between 
11:30AM and 2:00PM, join us on Zoom, where you will be directed to different 
“rooms” depending on your interests. Representatives will be on hand from our 
committees, Sisterhood & Men’s Club, mikveh, and more. Rabbis Eric and Jenny 
will be available to talk about the High Holy Days, and there will also be tech help 
sessions.  
 
This is a drop-in program, and a full schedule will be 
available the week before the event. But mark your 
calendars now! 
 
That evening, from 5:00PM to 7:00PM, you and your 
family are invited to join us for a picnic on the field. 
Bring your own parve or dairy meal, picnic blankets, 
and face coverings. We can’t wait to see you! 

Rabbi Eric—continued from p. 1 
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B’ Mayim Hayim T’hiyeh,  
May the living waters sustain you 
Rabbi Jenny Solomon, D. Min., Mikveh Director 

As the new year approaches, many of us are beginning to consider how we will prepare ourselves for 
the holidays, body and soul.  Without question, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur will will look and feel 
different than in the past.  This gives us all the more reason to invest time and energy in our 
preparation. “You get out of it, what you put into it.”  The good news is that the mikveh is open!  We 
are here to offer you a sacred space to release the year that is ending, embrace all that you are feeling 
in this moment, and seal your hopes and dreams for the year to come.  We have ceremonies, 

specifically intentioned for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, which you can bring with you into the water to guide your 
ritual.  You need not have anyone with you in the immersion room.  Immersions are dedicated to sanctifying your time, 
your space, your body and soul, your prayers, and your privacy.  Please reach out to me directly to schedule your 
appointment (mikveh@bethmeyer.org).  Also, kindly read the following words which detail our procedures for keeping 
everyone who enters our mikveh safe and healthy in a time of COVID-19. 
 

As a continuation of our policies and procedures up until now, Libi Eir maintains the highest standards of cleanliness. 
As always, we will continue to: 
 

• Clean public areas and preparation rooms with disinfecting products between visitors. 

• Test the water in our mikveh pools daily and treat it with chlorine under the guidance of our pool facilities expert.   

• Filter and clean the water in our mikveh pools continually. 

• Schedule visits to the mikveh by appointment, minimizing the necessity for close contact among our guests. 
 

In addition to these regular practices, since the beginning of our stay-at-home orders, we have taken and will continue 
to take the following measures as precautions: 
 

• We ask that visitors and volunteers who feel ill or have been exposed to anyone who has been ill in the past 14 
days please stay home and reschedule their appointments. 

• Only Rabbi Jenny will be guiding guests for the time being to eliminate our volunteer mikveh guides’ potential 
exposure to the virus. 

• Guests should do all of their preparation at home so that they can proceed immediately to the immersion room, 
immerse without a guide present and depart without any unnecessary contact with surfaces, handles, etc. 

• All guests will be asked to wear a face covering when they enter the building and until the time of immersion. After 
immersing, we ask that guests place their face covering back on until they exit the building. 
 

In accordance with the new recommendations associated with Phase II of the re-open plan, Libi Eir will : 
 

• Allow guests to schedule “non-requisite” immersions. 

• Permit guests to bring a small group of people with them to the mikveh (i.e., a 3-person quorum for a beit din), but 
not an unlimited number of additional guests.  All guests will be asked to wear face coverings.   
 

We trust that you will use your judgment and personal comfort level for determining whether this is the “right” time 
for your immersion.  
 

Again, we remain hopeful that in the months ahead, we will be able to further soften these restrictions so that we can 
maintain this vibrant, welcoming, and inclusive resource that so many of us have come to rely upon and cherish.  Until 
that time, we appreciate your patience and understanding as we make sense of the new guidelines in the context of 
ritual immersion. 
 

To make a mikveh appointment or for any additional information about the mikveh, please feel free to contact me by 
calling my cell phone at 214-886-5079, or by sending an e-mail to mikveh@bethmeyer.org.   

mailto:mikveh@bethmeyer.org
mailto:mikveh@bethmeyer.org
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Adult Education Committee—Rabbi Jenny Solomon 

Our Sages teach: Do not say “When I have leisure time, I will study,” for you may not have 
leisure time. (Pirkei Avot 2:4)  According to the midrash, when Hillel couldn’t afford the fees 
of his local Jewish learning academy, he would climb on the roof and listen to the lessons 
through an open skylight, even during the harsh winter months.  He recognized that no 
obstacle is insurmountable to someone who truly wishes to learn.  This year, even if your 
schedule is already busy, we encourage you to experiment with making room for classes or 
educational offerings you have been meaning to try.  In some ways, learning has never been 
more accessible.  In fact, come in your PJs!  We all lead busy lives.  Making time for Torah 
study and adult Jewish learning isn’t something we should save for retirement.  It is 
incumbent upon us to keep learning at every age and we know now, more than ever, how 
fragile and fleeting life can be.  We cherish your presence and insightful contributions to our 

collective learning.  Your participation allows us to carry the Torah forward, not only into our sanctuary, but into our 
lives.  
 
As we move into the month of Elul which precedes Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we have many offerings to help 
you prepare your heart for the holidays.  Please stay tuned for a detailed list of educational offerings in the “High Holy 
Days at Beth Meyer” booklet which is forthcoming.  As for the month of August, please mark your calendars for “Torah 
on Tap” with Rabbi Eric on August 20 at 7:30 PM as we celebrate Rosh Hodesh Elul (the new month of Elul), and dive 
into some texts and reflection that will help us prepare for the new year and connect with one another.  This event is 
for all adult learners, regardless of gender, age, or Jewish background.  Bring a beer, a glass of wine, a bottle of 
kombucha, or a cup of decaf coffee, but most importantly bring your selves, your souls, and your aspirations for the 
new year!  We can’t wait to *see* you! 

Religious School registration updates  

All Beth Meyer teens will receive a mailing with details  
regarding our High School Seminar and our madrichim  
program.  If you did not receive this mailing, details can also be 
found on our High School page on the website,  
https://www.bethmeyer.org/learning/high-school. 
 
If you have students in kindergarten through 8th grade, here’s 
how to begin registration: 
 
1. In the top right corner of the website (www.bethmeyer.org), 
log in to ShulCloud. 
 
2. Once the box says “Welcome {name},” you can use the dropdown menu to select My Account. 
 
3. One of the boxes listed is Start School Enrollment, click on that box to begin the registration process. From that point 
on, the site will prompt you for your registration details. 
 
Note: A deposit is required at the time of registration. You then have the option of paying the remaining balance in full 
or having it added to your account for a monthly bank draft, to begin in August. 
 
For questions about your ShulCloud account or to inquire about financial assistance, contact Rebekka Mastin at  
accounting@bethmeyer.org. 
 

For any other questions regarding registration or religious school in general, contact Cathy Kaplan at 919-848-8111 or 

school@bethmeyer.org. 

https://www.bethmeyer.org/learning/high-school
mailto:accounting@bethmeyer.org
mailto:school@bethmeyer.org
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Cathy’s Corner 

It is hard to believe it is August already. Our teachers have been attending on-line classes, reviewing curriculum, and 
generally preparing for what we know will be a great year! 
 

We have two new additions to our staff this year. We will be welcoming Natalie Oren as our 1st grade teacher. Natalie 
was first introduced to Judaism through a world history class in high school, and she’s never looked back. She most 
recently taught first and seventh grade religious school at another shul in the Triangle and is excited to share her love 
of doing and being Jewish with some of our youngest learners. She loves watching children find their place not only 
within their Jewish families, but also the larger Jewish world. She and her husband, Shai, have two children, both 
enrolled at our preschool.  
 

Kelly Bloom isn’t new to the religious school, but she is taking on a new role. Kelly has worked in the Beth Meyer 
preschool, as our Yad B’Yad facilitator, and as a teacher in our High School program. Over the summer, she began 
working as the school office administrator. She isn’t even quite settled into a desk, but she is busy helping me get 
organized and supporting our teachers with whatever they need.  
 

Our school Open House is on Sunday, August 23, part of our Zoom In to Summer Schmooze. Students and their 
families will be able to meet teachers, learn about youth programming, talk about school procedures, and connect with 
other families. This event will be on Zoom. Between 10:00AM and 11:30AM, K-8 students and their families will move 
through “rooms” at timed intervals. A specific schedule will be emailed the week before the event. Mark your calendars 
now! 
 

On Sunday, September 27, we will hold our annual Sukkah Build. This will look somewhat different this year, with 
smaller numbers at each home, and restricted to outdoor activity, but we will raise those sukkot! If you build a sukkah 
and are willing to host a few families at your home (guidelines TBD), please contact me at school@bethmeyer.org.  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After the Open House on Sunday, August 23, regular classes begin on Tuesday, August 25. A decision regarding our 
return to school, either in-person or on-line, will be forthcoming by Friday, August 7. In the meantime, I want to share 
this review of what was discussed in parent meetings over the summer.  
 

Our goal will be consistency.  

• Consistency of content – teachers will be delivering the same content, whether on-line or in-person. The delivery of 
that content may change, but the depth of learning will not. 

• Consistency of timing – when at all possible, on-line class will take place in the same window of time that in-person 
classes would occur. The length may vary, but the general timing will not. 

• Consistency of community – except for those events that would usually be for cross-grade groups, the students will 
be grouped by grade, whether in-person or on-line. 
 
Decision-making process regarding re-opening. 

• The synagogue has a Re-opening Task Force, made up of staff members and medical professionals within our 
community. This team will ultimately approve opening decisions and guide our safety protocols when we meet in 
person. 

• We have been watching the summer programs in our community closely, and their successes and failures will help 
guide the decision-making process. 

• WCPSS policies and procedures will also help us make decisions. 

• I am in contact with other religious schools, outside after-school programs and USCJ to talk about best practices 
and policies in this situation. 

• No matter what decision is made, we will reassess at regular intervals throughout the year. 
 

 
Continued on page 6 

mailto:school@bethmeyer.org
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The Board of Trustees and staff thank Susan Sugar for sharing her talents and for her dedicated service during her 
tenure at Beth Meyer. As our Executive Director, Susan touched the lives of every congregant and her interactions 
impacted virtually every aspect of our synagogue’s life. Susan made the decision to step away from her work as our 
Executive Director.  Her last day was July 31.  
    

   Susan, TODAH RABBAH… we wish you all the best! 
 

Be assured that a transition plan is in place until a new person is hired. The Beth Meyer office (919-848-1420) remains 
open Monday through Friday, 10:00am-2:00pm, and someone will be available to answer your questions or direct you 
to the appropriate person to help. You can also email office@bethmeyer.org so that Carole Eagle can provide a 
response or forward your query to someone who can help.  
 
The search committee, to include congregants and staff, is forming and we anticipate that the job description will be 
written and posted within the next 2 weeks. In the meantime, our talented staff and volunteers will continue to provide  
meaningful and robust virtual programs and ritual opportunities. We hope to have additional and enhanced technology 
in place within the next few weeks which will improve our virtual experience. 

President’s Message—Susan Ehrlich 

 Membership News 

Beth Meyer Synagogue extends a warm welcome to the following individuals and families who recently joined our  
congregation. 
 
Phoebe Miller. Phoebe is a full-time student at NCSU. 
 
Susan and Michael Goldstein. Susan and Michael moved here two years ago from NY. They have two children, Chloe, a 
rising 9th grader and Madelyn, a rising 8th grader. Susan is self-employed and works in the marketing and public  
relations field. Michael is a project manager for Credit Suisse. 
 
Brooke and Jonathan Brilliant. Brooke and Jonathan have 2 children, Asher, a rising 2nd grader and Mabel, a rising  
Kindergartner.  Brooke is an archaeologist and lab director. Jonathan is a visual artist and drummer. 

Cathy’s Corner—continued 

The safety of our students and staff is our highest priority. Our goal is to maintain a high level of Jewish education 
however we are able to gather together. 
 
The technology transition is complete. You can now email me at school@bethmeyer.org. We are currently forwarding 
email from the old address, but that email will soon direct to Kelly, so go ahead and change your records. The direct 
line to the school office is 919-848-8111 or you can call the main line and dial my extension, 919-848-1420 ext. 223. As 
always, feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. We can chat, or Zoom, or arrange a physically-distanced 
in-person meeting. The Biblical Garden is beautiful right now! 

mailto:office@bethmeyer.org
mailto:school@bethmeyer.org
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(Virtual) Membership Brunch Planned for September 13 
Although we cannot be together for our annual membership brunch, 
we invite you to join us virtually on Sunday morning September 13 
for a virtual tour of Jewish India through the eyes of Rahel Musleah. 
  
Rahel, a graduate of Columbia University and the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America, was born in Calcutta, India, the seventh 
generation of a Calcutta Jewish family that traces its roots to 17th-
century Baghdad. Through her multimedia song, story and slide 
programs, she shares her rare and intimate knowledge of this ancient 
community's history, customs and melodies with audiences at 
synagogues, schools, libraries, women's groups and cultural events. 
 

Rahel is an award-winning journalist with hundreds of published articles to her credit as well as the author of several 
Jewish themed books. In addition, she is an accomplished singer with both a songbook and CD of Jewish songs from the 
Indian and Baghdadi communities. 
 
The start time for the event is TBD; we will update you shortly! Hope to see you on Zoom! 
 
A Sweet Reminder: Honey Orders Due by August 21 
Rosh Hashanah will be here before you know it. What better way to wish family, friends, and 
business associates a sweet and healthy new year than by sending a jar of delicious kosher 
honey? 
 
Your recipient(s) will receive an 8-ounce jar of pure honey, complete with a colorful label and 
personalized card reading "Shana Tova -- Wishing You a Healthy and Happy New Year." The 
card also lets recipients know that a donation has been made in their honor to the Beth Meyer 
Sisterhood. 
 
The cost is $12 per jar within the contiguous U.S., with a $5.50 per jar shipping fee. NOTE: You 
must order by August 21 for guaranteed delivery for Rosh Hashanah! 
 
To order honey, go to www.orthoney.com/BMS and follow the step-by-step instructions. 
 
Sweets and Spirituality to Round Out Seven Weeks of Sisterhood  
It’s been great to see all of you during these virtual workshops! Thank you to our Sisterhood members who have led 
sessions thus far. We have two more sessions planned: 
 
Rugelach Rapture (7:30 PM August 6). Join our own star baker Greta Schiffman as she walks us through the steps to 
baking delicious rugelach. This will become your go-to gift for friends and family – if you can smuggle it out of your 
house uneaten!  
 
A Spiritual Journey (7:30 PM August 13). Former congregant, religious school teacher, Hebrew tutor and Sisterhood 
Vice President Allison Checkoway will share her own spiritual and energetic journey from conversion to developing a 
closer relationship with God while expanding her personal energy for happiness and self-fulfillment. There will be time 
to schmooze as well! 
 
There is no cost for these events, but you must sign up to receive a Zoom link at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0444AAA82CA3FB6-seven. 
 
 

Sisterhood News—Sara Schweiger 

http://www.orthoney.com/BMS
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0444AAA82CA3FB6-seven
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0444AAA82CA3FB6-seven
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Judaica Shop Open by Appointment 
What could be better than shopping for your Judaica needs on your schedule? We are here for you with our lovely 
selection of hand-picked items. Start off the new year with a beautiful honey dish or a new challah cover! 
 
If you’d like to schedule a time to shop, please contact Shelly Pasquale 484-557-9029 at shellyp1940@gmail.com or 
Suzanne Zorn at sjzorn@zdr.us. The Beth Meyer Judaica Shop supports Sisterhood operations and the donations 
Sisterhood makes to worthy causes including the preschool, religious school, and youth programs. 
 
Calling All Parents of College Students 
Would your college undergrad like to receive Jewish holiday-themed care packages next school year? We will be 
sending two packages, at Rosh Hashanah and Purim. The kids will be home before Thanksgiving this year so Hanukkah 
boxes are not an option. These boxes are for undergraduate Beth Meyer members living on or near campus. Please 
send Marlene the following information if your kids are 
interested: 
 

• Student's name  

• Name of college 

• Complete mailing address 

• Email address 

• Graduation year  
 
Thank you! Marlene Langsam, VP College Outreach 
Langsammarlene@gmail.com or (919) 649-1796 
 
Warm Up America Project: August 11 at 7 pm 

We have three beautiful full-sized afghans and three sweet baby afghans ready to 
go when the weather cools off! 
 
Our next meeting will be 7 PM on Tuesday, August 11. Weather permitting, we 
will meet in the synagogue parking lot. Please bring camping/folding chairs and 
face coverings.  
 
Our afghans are made of individually knitted or crocheted rectangles, each one 
measuring 7 inches by 9 inches. If you have crocheted or knitted rectangles that 
you'd like to contribute, please let us know and we will try to arrange pick-up or 

drop-off. Yarn donations are also welcome if you find any while cleaning out those closets! 
 
Contact Dara at dara.finkelstein@gmail.com if you have any questions. 
 
Torah Fund Cards 
In this time of social distancing, we are all seeking alternative ways to connect. For a small fee of $5, you can have a 
beautifully designed Torah Fund Card mailed to the recipient of your choice. Your friend or loved one gets a gorgeous 
card in the mail with your name on it, and the money goes to support higher Jewish education. 
 
The Torah Fund Campaign of Women's League for Conservative Judaism is the dedicated philanthropy of Women's 
League, its members, and its affiliated sisterhoods in Conservative congregations across North America. Torah Fund 
strengthens Jewish education by supporting scholarships and programming at Conservative/Masorti institutes of higher 
Jewish learning. 
  
Gail Sherman runs our Torah Fund Card program, and she can be reached at gsherman754@aol.com or 919-264-6037. 

Sisterhood News—continued 

mailto:shellyp1940@gmail.com
mailto:sjzorn@zdr.us
mailto:Langsammarlene@gmail.com
mailto:dara.finkelstein@gmail.com
mailto:gsherman754@aol.com
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Sisterhood News—continued 

Direct donations to Torah Fund can be made 
by clicking here. Those donating at least $180 
over the course of a year receive a 
commemorative pin. 

Youth Programs—Julia Snyder 

We have been experimenting with in-person events for our youth, and it is going well! I really appreciate how seriously 
the teens are taking this pandemic and the effort that they are putting in to make in-person events safe for everyone.  
 
During July, both Kadima and USY had Campfire & S’mores events. Even with pre-packaged food and physical-
distancing, our teens had a great time reconnecting. USY also had a Parking Lot Party, with outdoor games and 
schmooze time.  
 
A complete calendar of events for youth will be available soon, and 
the Youth Committee is helping me come up with creative ideas to 
keep our kids connected, either in-person or on-line. If you would like 
to join the Youth Committee or have any questions about Youth 
Programming in general, contact me at 
programming@ebethmeyer.org. 

Bat Mitzvah of Sophia Farber 

Sophia Hope Farber 
will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on August, 15, 2020. 
Sophia has been a 
student at Beth Meyer 
since preschool.  
 
She will be an 8th 
grader at Martin GT 
Magnet Middle School. 
Sophia is a member of 
the Martin Dance 

Company where she especially enjoys modern and jazz 
classes.  
 
During her time away from school, you can find Sophia 
choreographing her own dances, teaching herself piano, 
or playing with our kitten, Margot. Sophia’s parents, 
Michelle Speakmaster and Marc Farber, along with big 
brothers Matthew and Zachary, could not be more proud 
of her. We are excited to share our simhah with our 
congregation, family, and friends via Livestream or 
Zoom. 

Bar Mitzvah of Caden Bailey 

Caden Bailey will be 
called to the Torah as 
a Bar Mitzvah on 
August 8, 2020, 
originally scheduled 
for April 25. His 
parents, Michael & 
Michele, are excited 
to share this special 
day virtually with 
family, friends and the 
Beth Meyer 
community.  
  
Caden has endless 
energy and always has 
on a smile. Caden 

attends Peak Charter Academy. As well as being an 
honor student, he also enjoys drama, and was going 
to perform in the school’s production of The Lion King 
Jr. prior to the pandemic. Caden played on the school 
soccer team, and studies TaeKwonDo, currently as a 
second degree black belt. He’s an avid reader, 
appreciates nature, and is an animal lover. 

https://secure2.convio.net/jts/site/Donation2?df_id=1481&1481.donation=form1
mailto:programming@ebethmeyer.org
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Social Action Committee—Deborah Goldstein 

2020 has certainly been a strange year.  The phrase “of Biblical proportions” used to be a figure of speech.  No more.  It 
sometimes feels as though we’re being visited by all ten of the plagues we recite every Passover.  And while I suppose 
we, Jews, can take some comfort in the fact that our year is almost over, it doesn’t appear that the strangeness is 
about to end any time soon. In addition to the fear of infection, long-term damage to our economy, our infrastructure 
and the health and well-being of our communities, our state and our country, how soon the virus will come under 
control and when a vaccine will be available are the still unknown. 
 
Expanding access to health care, affordable housing, a livable wage and equitable equation all against the backdrop of 
systemic racial inequality that creates and supports these crises sometimes threaten to overwhelm all of us.   
 
Too often, lost in all the headlines, anxieties and concerns is the fact that this, 2020, is an election year.   Here in North 
Carolina we have national, state wide and local officials on our ballot.  This is a presidential election year.  Our governor 
is running for reelection.  We have a senatorial race.  Several new congressional districts were created by the courts 
and some voters were moved into different districts.  Voting is not only our responsibility as Americans, the rent we 
pay, if you will, for the rights and privileges we enjoy, it is also an obligation for us as Jews.  We are specifically enjoined 
not to separate ourselves from the community, to abide by the customs of the place in which we live and to busy 
ourselves with the betterment of the people around us. 
 
Like everything else this year, the act of voting is accompanied with confusion and anxiety.  We’ve seen so many 
problems in states around the country as they hold their primaries.  Long lines at polling places.  Uncertainty about 
who was on the ballot.  Confusion about mail in voting. All these issues and more, lead to chaos we witnessed on our 
television screens after every election this spring and summer.  Will the general election be as chaotic?   
 
In North Carolina, we are fortunate to have several organizations that are working to ensure that our right to vote is 
not made difficult or, depending on other issues (health, COVID-19, mobility, age, disabilities, etc.) impossible.  
 
YouCanVote    
I encourage everyone to explore this site.  They have information about voter registration, absentee ballots, voting 
rights, volunteer opportunities and who or what is on our ballots.  They are non-partisan.  They have a number of 
excellent tools and many volunteer opportunities.  Check back with them often.  They are constantly adding new 
information.  https://www.youcanvote.org/ 
 
DemocracyNC.   
This organization, which traditionally does work in a variety of social justice areas, has decided to put all their time and 
energy to voting rights, voter registration and accessibility leading up to the general election. 
https://democracync.org/ 
 
Some things to know about now:   
• If you are in the DMV system, you can register to vote online. 
•  If you or you child or someone you know will be 18 on Election Day, they can register to vote now and should do 

so.  
• Obtaining an absentee ballot is a two part process. You have to request a ballot.  Once you receive it, you have to 

fill it out and return it. It is anticipated that a significant percentage of voters will vote by mail this year, so don't 
wait until the last minute to request your ballot.  You don’t have to use it if you decide later to vote in person.  If 
you do decide to vote by mail, vote early if possible. We want to avoid overwhelming either the post office or 
election officials receiving and checking in our ballots. Pay attention to deadlines. All ballots are counted as long 
as they are received by the deadlines.  There is a way to track your ballot to ensure that it has been received.   

• Early voting times, dates and sites have been decided for Wake County.   
        http://www.wakegov.com/elections/Pages/default.aspx 
 

Continued on page 11 

https://www.youcanvote.org/
https://democracync.org/
http://www.wakegov.com/elections/Pages/default.aspx
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Social Action Committee—continued 

• In North Carolina, you can still register to vote and vote the same day at early voting sites. 
• Finally, it is anticipated that there will be a shortage of poll workers both for early voting and Election Day because 

the vast majority of poll workers are senior citizens who are, as you know, in the high risk category for COVID-19 
and are therefore, hesitant to work the polls.  If you are younger and available, consider contacting the Board of 
Elections and registering to work the polls. It’s a bit of a process but it’s democracy in action.  

 
One more thing to know: There is a lawsuit pending brought by the ACLU to waive the requirement for a witness 
signature as well as a vote signature on absentee ballots arguing it is an undue burden that potentially abridges the 
Constitutionally mandated right to vote.  Stay tuned.  

Monday Night Speaker—Judge Mark A. Davis 

Monday, August 3 at 7:30pm 
Parallels Between the Torah and Our Modern Legal System 
 
Associate Justice Mark A. Davis of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, who is the 
first Jewish member of the court in its 200-year history, will be speaking about links 
between the Torah and our modern legal system. In his presentation, Justice Davis 
discusses the compatibility between the First Amendment and the Ten 
Commandments. He also explains how the structure of our modern court system 
derives from the Torah and how the process by which judges today analyze legal 
issues is based on Talmudic principles of interpretation.  

Bat Mitzvah of Leila Kipnes Bat Mitzvah of Ella Kipnes 

Leila Rose Kipnes will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on August 22, 
2020. Her parents, David Dickman and 
Joanna Kipnes, are excited to virtually 
share this special day with family, 
friends, and the Beth Meyer 
community.  
 
Leila is a straight-A student and in 
accelerated math at Wakefield Middle 
School. She is on the track team and 
plays violin in the school orchestra. 
She also is a violinist with the Wake 
Forest Community Youth Orchestra.  
 
She loves listening to music, playing 
cards, spending time with her friends, 
and attending Blue Star Camp.  

Ella Katherine Kipnes will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on August 22, 
2020. Her parents, David Dickman and 
Joanna Kipnes, are excited to virtually 
share this special day with family, 
friends, and the Beth Meyer community.  
 
Ella attends Wakefield Middle School 
where she is a straight-A student and on 
the school track team. She plays viola in 
the school orchestra and in the Wake 
Forest Community Youth Orchestra. This 
year she qualified for the Junior Eastern 
Regional Orchestra.  
 
She loves spending time with her family 
and friends, reading, baking, and 
attending Blue Star Camp.  
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Mahzor Lev Shalem Fundraiser 

Our Mahzor Lev Shalem Fundraiser is ongoing. We are pleased to recognize Debra a& Ron Aronson, Denise & Al 
Friedrich, Lois & Barry Ostrow, Sherry & Svi Shapiro, and Gail Sherman who contributed to the campaign last month. 
 
Support our congregation in purchasing the Conservative Movement’s newest High Holy Day prayer book—Mahzor Lev 
Shalem! This book represents the best of the Conservative movement and promises to be inspiring and relevant for 
years to come. 
 
• Please help Beth Meyer Synagogue raise the money needed to fill our sanctuary with 700+ new mahzorim! 
• For each $54 donation, a mahzor nameplate will be inscribed in honor of, or in memory of, your loved one and a 

card will be sent to the honoree or to the family of those memorialized. You can also make a general donation to 
support the fund. 

 

To find more information and make a donation, please visit https://bethmeyer.org/giving/mahzor-lev-shalem.  

We have been working closely together with the leadership and community to prepare for our virtual “Days of Awe.”  
Researching, learning, planning, creating, coordinating, purchasing, Zooming, we are now through our Phase I and 
moved into Phase II.  Our programming, I believe, will reflect the careful considerations that have been made in order 
to bring a variety of on-line and at-home experiences to the different ages and family configurations of our community.  
As we move into Phase II, with much of the ground work laid, we will begin implementation.  New Cameras and 
computers will allow us to bring the community into the service with ZOOM, and, also provide more options for 
viewing the service leaders and bimah itself.  We will be able to insert pre-recorded segments of our members, into the 
service feed including many of the loved parts of our High Holy Day Services.   
 
Our communication and membership teams are making preparations for the Days of Awe booklets so everyone will 
know exactly what is offered, when and where to view them.  Clarity, at this time, is of utmost importance making it 
easy to participate in the programming and services as one chooses.   
 

Continued on page 13 

High Holy Days Task Force Update—Sherry Shapiro 

https://bethmeyer.org/giving/mahzor-lev-shalem
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The Final Month of the Jewish Calendar – Elul (el-OOl) 
 
As we approach our most celebrated and revered hagim, the month of Elul provides us with a designated time of 
reflection and introspection.  Of our many rituals and traditions, this is a time of preparation.  There is an increased 
attention to our routines of making ready for the holidays.  Though this year friends or relatives may not be arriving to 
your home, it is still a time where our mind, body and spirits come together in preparation.   
 
The time from the beginning of Elul and Yom Kippur is forty days.  As reminded by Alan Luca (The Observant Life), “The 
number forty resonates in Jewish tradition on many levels; it is the number of years the Israelites wandered in the 
wilderness before reaching the Promised Land and the number of days that Moses dwelt in the presence of God while 
receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai.”   This time during Elul, is a special period of introspection as every Jew is 
challenged to make their own journey of reflection and change in a manner that echoes Moses’ communion with God 
during his time atop the mountain.  Sounding the shofar during morning services in Elul, jolts us into “wide-
awakeness.”  It is to remind us that we are approaching the Days of Awe, to get busy with the work of teshuvah; of 
recognizing where we as individuals have ‘missed the mark’ in living up to the ideals and aspirations we have set 
ourselves.  
 
The link between Elul and the Days of Awe should not be dismissed, as this time has much to offer us.  We are offered a 
door to open to a better life, one with more compassion, more forgiving, more caring, more patience, more giving, 
more blessings.  Our appeals are not simply for ourselves but for others and the larger world, knowing that the 
wellness of our interconnectedness with others and with the natural environment is what makes possible our own 
wholeness and contentment.  This dynamic between Elul and Rosh Hashanah must not be missed.  It is this interactive 
time that teaches us how best to be a morally committed, spiritually responsible, caring human being in relationship, 
not only to God, but to others and ourselves.  Rabbi Shai Held tells us (The Heart of the Torah, vol.2, 2017), “… 
hopelessness is not a luxury permitted to us.  The choices we make and the paths we take really can affect the future of 
the world we live in.  To Live with God, Tanakh reminds us, is to live a world in which the future always remains open.” 

High Holy Days Task Force Update—continued 

Ritual Committee—Sherry Shapiro 

The Ritual Committee will provide dates and times that you may come by the synagogue and take up to two Mahzor 
per member household.  Be sure to watch for the dates in our announcements.  Having a prayer book in hand means 
you do not have to try to view the on-line text while also trying to view the service. We will also be offering a few 
outdoor opportunities to join together in small groups for Taschlich and the blowing of the shofar.  As noted for all on 
campus events, face coverings and social distancing will be part of the gatherings.     
 
As we approach the New Year, we will be sharing more details as we get closer to Elul, as we begin preparation.  
Though this year will look different, and we will share difference spaces, together we can prepare a spiritually rich 
virtual High Holy Day Service. 

Social Action Committee—High Holy Days Food Drive 

Each year for the Yamim Noraim (the Jewish High Holy Days) the Beth Meyer Social Action Committee has organized a 
canned (non-perishable) food drive that concludes on Erev Yom Kippur (the evening service for Yom Kippur, or Kol  
Nidre service). 
 
This year, with all services on-line, and the needs of our community at record levels due to the COVID-19 virus, we  
encourage all Beth Meyer congregants to make a donation to one of the following organizations who are struggling to 
keep up with the various demands for foods and services due the virus and its effects both socially and economically. 

 
Continued on page 14 
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Social Action Committee—High Holy Days Food Drive 

The three organizations that we are supporting during this year’s food drive include JFS (Jewish Family Services), Inter-
Faith Food Shuttle, and Urban Ministries of Wake County.  
 
Options include dropping off food to specific locations or going online and making a contribution. Here are details and 
more information for each organization: 
 
Jewish Family Services: 
Did you know that more than 651,000 people in central and eastern North Carolina live in food insecure households, 
and 1 in 4 of them are 65 years or older?  Since the pandemic began, requests for food assistance have gone up by 270 
percent. JFS assists those facing food insecurity in several ways: 
 
• The JFS Food Pantry offers non-perishable kosher and non-kosher items and a limited amount of personal hygiene/

toiletry items. Fresh produce is now also offered one Friday a month (requires RSVP). Learn more about our fresh 
produce program here. 

• Check out what our Pantry currently needs by visiting our wish list or purchase items on Amazon . 
• JFS also assists Jewish individuals and families with Mitzvah Meals – kosher-style prepared meals delivered monthly 

and on certain holidays. 
 
JFS is accepting in-person food donations. Drop off non-perishable kosher items for their food pantry on Mondays at 
their offices at 8210 Creedmoor Road. 
 
To make an online donation to JFS, click here or visit their website at: https://www.raleighcaryjfs.org. Be sure to  
designate your gift to Jewish Family Services. 
 
Inter-Faith Food Shuttle: 
Since mid-March when the pandemic hit our area, the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle has already distributed over 1.6 million 
pounds of food into high-need communities and supplied 10,925 Weekend Supplemental Bags with snacks and  
easy-to-prepare meals for children. 

 
Drop off Food Donations. No contact drop-off sites are available for your non-perishable food donations to any of the 
locations listed below. Join us for #MobilizeMondays to make Mondays a special day to kick off the week with a full 
warehouse of food. Click here for our most needed items. 
• 1001 Blair Dr, Raleigh. Monday-Friday, 8 am to 3 pm and Saturdays, 8 am to 12 pm 
• 2300 Dover Farm Rd, Raleigh at the Food Shuttle Farm Stand. Monday-Friday, 8 am to 3 pm 
• 2436 S. Miami Blvd, Durham at the Child Food Hub. Monday-Friday, 9 am to 3 pm 
 
Give Virtually! Donate now from your home through our virtual food drive. It's a great way to make your donated  
dollars go further by taking advantage of the Food Shuttle’s bulk purchasing power. 
 
Urban Ministries of Wake County: 
Urban Ministries of Wake County provides a variety of services that include hunger, homelessness, and healthcare  
services for at-risk and low-income adults and families. Since the onset of COVID-19, they have seen an increase in  
demand for their services of upwards of 60 percent! 
 
Due to the virus, Urban Ministries is currently not accepting in-person donations, but their needs—like other similar 
organizations—are stretched to their limits. You can make a difference in the lives of individuals and families in Wake 
County who are struggling by making an online donation by clicking  HERE. Or you can go directly to their website:  
https://urbanmin.org. 
 
 

https://www.raleighcaryjfs.org/freshproduce
https://www.raleighcaryjfs.org/jfs-wish-list
http://a.co/0ymVcni
https://www.raleighcaryjfs.org/monetary-gifts
https://www.raleighcaryjfs.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013dqZR3voYFORD3bmW55gnXNOFnpcdE8VlTbgksj-XEngfIW3ew2MxG3R4PGFbTSkj53EGiasSGdmqAsOHo7_htzJ6074Gq47Nt90E9Mp1C8g5DqLAod6XIkPsatEz-ky1J2ZRFHQ0HgwvRtcBYNzFvcxl9WoNUMnouy8mESs9jc=&c=-OMTwZGSzgAxgDOsmY65DS0bY0mFk6RisFhAtFNdtI7xtMoxiv87f
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013dqZR3voYFORD3bmW55gnXNOFnpcdE8VlTbgksj-XEngfIW3ew2MxEFE74ADP2aYHvRdJd2QpjBGqRY_Qh55xCEDAnnPpubf9sXZbrKJWyYrYIa_215oCa5UPqI-IkSmmaPhZstKh5aDUvLGWbUiL6lN3ekrekqaqeulAzEBEqkKx_esZidCqvLvikpuPlEGMkJ0jX9rdyiVsESIeuhIvQ==&c=-OMTwZGSz
https://urbanmin.org/donate/
https://urbanmin.org
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Results from the Pre-High Holy Day Survey – We asked and you answered! 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete our survey. We have never had so many of you respond to a 
survey, and we want you to know that your voices are being heard! Bringing the High Holy Days to you in a meaningful 
way is a top priority for the entire staff, and we appreciate your thoughtfulness in responding to the survey.  
 
Just replicating our in-person services to an on-line platform won’t be the same High Holy Day experience, so we are 
thinking outside of the box. All the high points of the High Holy Day services will be included, and your responses will 
help us decide how to “frame” the experience. Based on those responses, the most important parts of the services are 
sermons and teachings, the shofar service, and Torah readings. Many of you also have specific requests regarding 
liturgy, and your comments will help Rabbi Eric and Rabbi Jenny craft a meaningful service. 
 
Outside of services, we will be offering classes and programming throughout the month of Elul and during the 10 days 
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Your responses will help us focus on days and times that are the most 
desirable and convenient for our congregants. 
 
We all miss gathering together in-person as a community. We know that many of you would be open to in-person 
gatherings if guidelines were in place. One of the questions gave us valuable feedback in that area. 55% of respondents 
would be willing to attend in-person, outdoor events, with face-coverings and distancing, AT Beth Meyer synagogue. 
We have begun, and will continue to offer activities of this type. However, 43% of respondents would not be willing to 
attend an in-person event of any kind, and we will continue to offer most of our programming remotely, for now. 
 
Home rituals and experiences will take on new importance this year. Based on the survey responses, the clergy and 
staff will be offering suggestions for home rituals, on-line classes, and text-study for the home, to support your family 
during this season. 
 
We want to support you spiritually and emotionally during this time. A majority of our congregants would like to see 
inspirational videos from Rabbi Eric and Rabbi Jenny. We will also offer guidance for self-care, and facilitate 
connections to other members of our community.  
 
We’ve all learned a lot about technology over the past few months, but nothing ever works perfectly. The last thing we 
want is for you to be frustrated by a technical issue during the High Holy Days, and we asked you what kind of tech 
support would be appreciated. You said you would like written instructions, as well as live support available by phone 
during our High Holy Day services, and we will make both of those options available to you. 
 
We suggested the idea of forming “mini-minyanim” during the High Holy Days, with the goal of creating outdoor, small-
group prayer gatherings. Many of you responded positively, and a team is working to match up small groups. If you did 
not respond to the survey, but are interested in participating, please contact Cathy Kaplan (school@bethemeyer.org) 
to be included.  
 
We know you still have questions! We will be sharing 

information in the weekly email, in HaMaggid, on the website, 

and in the High Holy Days Guide. The Guide will be later than 

usual this year, but it is coming, and we hope it will be a 

valuable tool for you during the High Holy Days. Once again, 

thank you for your thoughtful responses to the survey, and we 

look forward to celebrating the High Holy Days with each and 

every one of you! 

 

 

mailto:school@bethemeyer.org
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Yahrzeits 
 
1-Aug Alfred Spurr 
 Lester Cohen 
 Alvin Bloomfield 
 Isidore Bernstein 
2-Aug Lena Baron 
 Bruce LaSala 
3-Aug Stuart Pekarsky 
 Eleanor Ostrinsky 
 Samuel Robinson 
4-Aug Joshua Aksel 
 Richard Glass 
 Robert Pearlman 
 Charlotte N. Moskow 
5-Aug Sidney Levine 
6-Aug Victor Emanuel 
7-Aug Fern Ross 
 Nancy Weber 
 Mickey Berman 
 Allan Orol 
 Leon Rothman 
8-Aug Elizabeth King 
 Donna Sims Fisher 
 Kenneth Kramer 
 Dora S. Levine 
 Paul Abramson 
9-Aug Shirley Deborah Fisher 
 Angela Murphy 
10-Aug William Najar 
11-Aug Samuel Goldwasser 
 Helen Schwartz 
 Alma Jagoda 
 Herman Rothspan 
13-Aug Yale Jay Lubkin 
 Werner Sichel 
 Adam Kreiger 
 Rayford Smith 
 Pauline Langelier 
 Joseph Gallo 
 Robert Siegel 
14-Aug Mildred Segal 
15-Aug Carl Bernzweig 
 Samuel  Salomon 
 Jeffrey Cohen 
 Richard Peller 
 Eleanor Berger 
 Irving Schiffman 
 Henry Dallman 
16-Aug Libbie Fischman 
18-Aug Joseph Grunwald 
20-Aug Adele Feierstein 
 Hilda Shayew 
 Maier Salamon 
 Solomon Perez 
21-Aug William Collins 
 Elizabeth Kaufman Seitz 
 Ethel Kushner 
22-Aug Richard Allen Badger 
 Fernando Lancin 
 Franz Reich 
 Peter Gloeggler 
23-Aug Frances Cohen 
 Claude Campeau 

24-Aug Maurice Shiffer 
 Jeanne LaBorwitt 
25-Aug Jeffrey Sherman 
26-Aug Roslyn Blumberg 
27-Aug Beatrice Solomon 
 Murray Fein 
28-Aug Jeremy Rokach 
 Rose Sands 
29-Aug Rhea Springer 
30-Aug Erna Woodward 
 Nathan Goldberg 
 Sarah Louise Rosenbloom 
 Karl Kelner 
31-Aug Morris Glass 
 Ellin Schott 
 Lenore Reinhard 
 

Birthdays 
 
1-Aug Lisa Tannenbaum 
2-Aug Charles Shapiro 
3-Aug Nancy Schecter 
 Gerald Elkan 
 Melissa Davidson 
5-Aug Lisa Rosenberg 
6-Aug Susanne Lury 
 Brittany Pais 
8-Aug David Dickman 
 Janet Isaacs 
9-Aug Irene Silverstein 
 Shelley Weiner 
10-Aug Eric Lamb 
 Michael Bekerman 
 Billie Skolnick 
 May Markoff 
 Zakai Segal 
 Howard Gotshalk 
12-Aug Kenneth Kargman 
 Kamie Leslie 
13-Aug Dorothy Leiderman 
 Fred Kelner 
 Elaine Schlesinger Glass 
 Sondra Panico 
 Sheldon Mazursky 
 Gregory Tayrose 
14-Aug Sue Suls 
 Dena Rosenberg 
15-Aug Martin Kaplan 
16-Aug Barbara Salez 
 Matthew Markoff 
17-Aug Randi Jones 
 Hirsch Fishman 
 Michelle Speakmaster 
 Paul Cohen 
19-Aug Karen Rabins 
20-Aug Rose Dowin 
 Melvyn Kosmin 
 Deborah Rosenzweig 
 Danielle Shuirman 
21-Aug David Goldman 
 Glen Caplan 
 Suzanne Goldman 
 Craig Becher 
22-Aug Andrew Pais 

 Susan Srebrenik 
23-Aug Kimberly Sellinger 
 Allison Gaynor 
 Maureen Aarons 
 Harry Perlstadt 
24-Aug Julia Fligman 
 Martin Gabel 
25-Aug Roger Himmel 
 Diana Graham 
26-Aug Alisha Rogers 
 Shawn Sager 
27-Aug Sara Schweiger 
 Virginie Rumsch 
28-Aug Brandi Neuwirth 
 David Zendels 
 Corey Skolnick 
29-Aug Michael Wagner 
 Maria Bleier 
 Jerry Kushner 
30-Aug Julie Woodward-Gross 
31-Aug Philip Weinstein 
 Eugene Hirsch 
 Leah Gardner 
 Arlen Schweiger 
 

Anniversaries 
 

2-Aug Martin & Bette Gabel 
 Hunter & Kimberly Sellinger 
 Noah & Melissa Abrams 
4-Aug Harry & Tari Perlstadt 
9-Aug John & Kim Kotzker 
 Martin & Adele Kaplan 
11-Aug Warren & Sharon Kurtzman 
 Ariel Rose & Samuel Hahn 
 Randy & Orna Drawas 
 Andrew & Eileen Shulman 
12-Aug Philip Stein & Heidi Natan 
 Alan & Maureen Aarons 
13-Aug Craig & Anna Meddin 
14-Aug Roger Lang & Elizabeth Gordon 
 Suzanne Zorn & Mark Wiener 
 Roger & Liliane Himmel 
15-Aug Burton & Michele Horwitz 
16-Aug Samuel & Carol Goldfarb 
 Michael & Natalie Guld 
 Shannon & Daniel Becker 
17-Aug Herbert & Deborah Meyers 
18-Aug Irwin & Susan Shiffer 
20-Aug Janis & John Zaremba 
 Russell & Jillian Katz 
 Rachel & Matthew Haas 
 Emily & James Frazier 
22-Aug Israel & Susan Srebrenik 
23-Aug Steven & Randi Dmiszewicki 
 Harvey & Lillian Smalheiser 
25-Aug Alec & Harriet Jablonover 
 Daniel & Virginia Ambar 
26-Aug Ido & Keren Ben Moshe 
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Anniversaries—continued 
 
27-Aug Gene & Jackie Eisen 
 Lawrence Katzin & Linda Scher 
28-Aug Randi & Douglas Jones 
 Logan Smith & Moran Aframian 
 Michael & Patricia Siegel 
29-Aug Stuart Levin & Sondra Panico 
 Michael & Janie Kurlanzik 
30-Aug David & Norma Zendels 
 Don & Susan Sugar 
31-Aug David Sheinkopf & Shelley Weiner 
 Sibyl & Manuel Kleiner 
 Barry & Ricki Schwartz 
 Michael & Leslie Horwitz 
 David & Aimee Zaas 
 B. J. & Sheila Davis 
 

Donations from June 12—July 17, 2020 
 
Adult Education/Scholar in Residence  

• Cathy & Rich Kaplan in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of 
Mindy Oberhardt  

• Sharon & Wayne Mills in memory of Sharon's father, Peter 
Baumgarten 

• Sharon & Wayne Mills in memory of  Wayne's father, Larry 
Mills 

• Denise & Alfred Friedrich in memory of Betty Wagman 
 
Burton & Michele Horwitz & Family Educational Endowment 
Fund  

• Ronald Bidwell & Betty Mandel in honor of Susan Sugar 
 
Daniel & Alice Satisky Religious School Scholarship Endowment 
Fund  

• Claudia Fuerst  in memory of Vi Peller 
 
General Fund  

• Susan Ehrlich & Jeff Engel in memory of Bobby Kadis 

• Carrie, Ricky, Jared & Sam Bloomfield in memory of  Betty 
Wagman 

• Edward Sugarman in memory of Harvey Shayew, brother of 
Sheila Hirsch  

• David Perlmutter in memory of his mother, Helen 
Perlmutter 

• Deborah Meyers in memory of her mother, Jeanette Slater 

• Judi & Howard Margulies in memory of Jean Finkel, mother 
of Mindy Oberhardt  

• Cindy Fox in memory of her father, Jerry Fox 

• Robin & David Green in memory of Vi Peller, mother of Ann 
Tosky  

• Rabbi Eric Solomon in memory of Beatrice Solomon 
 
Hesed Fund 

• Lois & Harold Rabinowitz in memory of Lois's mother, Betty 
Pekarsky 

 

• Joanne & Mitchell Bigel in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of 
Mindy Oberhardt  

• Robin & David Green in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of 
Mindy Oberhardt  

• Dennis Farley in memory of his grandmother, Lorena Farley 

• Denis Kingberg in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of Mindy 
Oberhardt 

• Harvey Sapir in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of Mindy 
Oberhardt 

• Jeri & Dan Dembow in memory of Dan's father, Paul 
Dembow 

• Randi & Steve Dmiszewicki in memory of Steve's mother, 
Fay Dmiszewicki 

• Greta & Saul Schiffman in memory of Greta's father, 
Herman Schneider 

• Greta & Saul Schiffman in memory of Greta's sister, Lois 
Pritzker 

• Greta & Saul Schiffman in memory of Bobby Kadis, husband 
of Claudia Kadis  

• Greta & Saul Schiffman in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of 
Mindy Oberhardt  

• Greta & Saul Schiffman in memory of Iris Sapir, wife of 
Harvey Sapir  

• Barbara, Ted & Robert Harris  in memory of Vi Peller, 
mother of Ann Tosky, Richard & Charles Peller  

• Cathy & Rich Kaplan in memory of Vi Peller, mother of Ann 
Tosky & Ric Peller  

  
Hevra Kadisha Fund  

• Shelley Weiner & David Sheinkopf in memory of Jean Finkel, 
mother of Mindy Oberhardt 

  
Honey & Perry Levine Memorial Fund for Senior Programs  

• Cynthia Dickman in memory of her mother-in-law, Lillian 
Dickman 

• Debrah & Chuck Barish in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of 
Mindy Oberhardt  

• Janis & John Zaremba  in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of 
Mindy Oberhardt  

• Elena Tosky King in memory of Vi Peller 
 
Jeanne LaBorwitt Library Endowment  

• Isobel & Carl Marcus in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of 
Mindy Oberhardt  

 
Library Fund  

• Lois & Harold Rabinowitz in memory of Harold's mother, 
Jeanette Rabinowitz 

• Claudia Fuerst  in memory of her mother, Sylvia Green 
Alperin 

• Lillian & Harvey Smalheiser in memory of Jean Finkel, 
mother of Mindy Oberhardt  

• Harriet & Alec Jablonover in memory of JoAnn Pizer-Fox's 
brother-in-law, Richard Kaufman 

• Ronni & Marvin Marblestone in memory of Jean Finkel 
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Mikveh Fund  

• Lee & Rod Frankel in honor of Rabbi Jenny Solomon, for her 
ongoing and loving support of our daughter, Sami  

• Robin Dorfman in honor of Rabbi Jenny Solomon 

• Gail Sherman in honor of her grandchildren, Lyla, Arya, 
Kyra, Jeffrey & Leona  

 
Preschool Fund  

• Susan Ehrlich & Jeff Engel in honor of the birth of Hailey 
Mara Krantz 

• Janis & John Zaremba  in honor of the birth of Hailey Mara 
Krantz 

• Janis & John Zaremba  in honor of the wedding of Alyse 
Finkel & Arthur Oysgelt  

• Donna & Alan Isaacs in memory of Donna's father, David 
Mytelka 

• Cathy & Rich Kaplan in honor of the birth of Hailey Mara 
Krantz  

• Gail Sherman  in honor of Kyra Sherman for preschool 
graduation  

 
Rabbi Eric's Discretionary Fund 

• Sue & Mel Bernay in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of 
Mindy Oberhardt  

• Lynn & Peter Goldenberg in memory of  Jean Finkel, mother 
of Mindy Oberhardt  

• Seth Effron in memory of his father, Marshall R. Effron 

• Edele & Steve Cruse in memory of Jean Finkel, mother of 
Mindy Oberhardt  

 
Rabbi Jenny's Discretionary Fund  

• Seth Effron in memory of his father, Marshall R. Effron 
 
Religious School Fund  

• Norma & David Zendels in honor of Amy Ripps on her 
retirement and congratulations on a job well done  

• Lois & Harold Rabinowitz in honor of Amy Ripps’ retirement 
  
Ronald Bidwell and Betty Mandel Operating Endowment  

• Barbara & Jeff Margolis in honor of Susan Sugar for her 
unparalleled service to BMS  

• Barbara & Jeff Margolis in memory of Jean Finkel, mother 
of Mindy Oberhardt  

• Barbara & Jeff Margolis in honor of Mike Simball's mother 
Double Simhah 

 
Sisterhood  

• Debbie & David Sheer  in memory of Vi Peller, mother of 
Ann Tosky 

• JoAnn Pizer-Fox in memory of Betty Wagman 
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HaMaggid                                                   Beth Meyer Synagogue                                                 August 2020 

August 2020 Beth Meyer Synagogue  
*tentative online offerings* 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
2 
 

 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaker Series 
7:30p 

4 

 
5 
 
 

Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Daf Yomi 
Discussion 7:30p 
 

Sisterhood Mtg 
7:30p 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seven Weeks of 
Sisterhood 7:30p 

7 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Candle lighting 
7:54p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8 
Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 

Caden Bailey Bar 
Mitzvah 
 

Havdalah 8:52p 

9 
 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 
 
 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Caregivers’ 
Support Group 
7:00p 

12 
 
 

Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Daf Yomi 
Discussion 7:30p 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seven Weeks of 
Sisterhood 7:30p 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Candle lighting 
7:46p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 

15 
 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 

Sofia Farber Bat 
Mitzvah 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Havdalah 8:44p 

16 
 
Minyan 9:00a 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

18 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

19 
 
 

Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 
 
 
Minyan 7:00p 
 

Daf Yomi 
Discussion 7:30p 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Torah on Tap 
7:30p 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Candle lighting 
7:37p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 

22 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
 

Ella and Leila 
Kipnes B’Not 
Mitzvah 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Havdalah 8:36p 

23 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 

RS Open House 
10:00a 
 

Summer 
Schmooze 11:30a 
 

Summer 
Schmooze Picnic 
5:00p 

24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Daf Yomi 
Discussion 7:30p 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Candle lighting 
7:28p 
 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 
 

29 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Havdalah 8:26p 

30 
 

Minyan 9:00a 
 

Mindfulness 
Meditation 10:00a 

31 
 
 
 
 
 

Sep 1 

 
 
 

 

Sep 2 
 

Adult Ed Study 
Session 11:00a 
 

Minyan 7:00p 
 

Daf Yomi Discussion 
7:30p 
 

Sisterhood Mtg 
7:30p 
 

Ritual Comm Mtg 
7:30p 

Sep 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sep 4 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Candle lighting 
7:18p 

 

Shabbat Service 
8:00p 
 

Sep 5 
 

Shabbat Service 
9:30a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Havdalah 8:16p 

Aug 1 
Shabbat Service 
9:30a 
Havdalah 9:00p 



 

“The world rests on three things: Torah, Prayer, and Acts of Lovingkindness.”  
- Pirkei Avot 

 
Beth Meyer Synagogue is a holy community rooted in these sacred principles--- 
 

• Torah: We study the Torah to refine our souls and become more moral human beings. 

• Avodah: We pray with heartfelt intention and seek ever greater ways to connect with God. 

• Gemilut Hasadim: We care for each other in times of need and celebrate with each other in times of 
joy. We act to make the world a better place---here in Raleigh, in America, in Israel, and throughout 
the world. 

504 Newton Road 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
Office: 919-848-1420 
School: 919-848-8111 

Email: office@bethmeyer.org 
Web: www.bethmeyer.org 


