
 
 
Dear __________,  
 
We realize that this may be your first experience with the Jewish rite of {bar/bat mitzvah} and thought 
we’d give you this brief orientation. Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions you may 
have.  
 
A Jewish child becomes {bar/bat mitzvah} at the age of 13 and it signifies reaching an age where one 
should be responsible for keeping God’s commandments. It is generally celebrated with both the 
child’s participation in our worship service and a celebration.  
 
XXX will be leading part of services on Saturday morning. Our service is mostly in Hebrew but our 
prayer book has English translations. Most significantly, XXX will be called to the Torah to recite a 
blessing that can only be said by those 13 and over. XXX will also chant a selection of verses from 
the Torah. The Torah reading, {for that week from the book of Genesis}, will also be entirely in 
Hebrew but the books at everyone’s seat have both the Hebrew and English translation.  
  
Services on Saturday morning last about 2.5 hours and many people do not arrive until around 10 
a.m. XXX’s part will not begin before 10:00 and it is perfectly acceptable to arrive after the 9:30 start 
of services. Services should end by noon and are followed by a luncheon which will last until about 
12:30.  
 
It is not necessary to “dress up” for services, but we do prefer no jeans or t-shirts. Common dress 
includes slacks, khakis, collared shirts, dresses and skirts. It is our custom that all people, regardless 
of age, religion or gender, cover their heads (by kippah, hat or other appropriate covering) while 
engaged in study or prayer. Head covering is encouraged while anywhere on our campus. 
 
{Services are open to all, and if you would like to attend with your child, you are welcome to do so.} 
 
Please note: It is our tradition to not use electronics on Shabbat. While we understand that your child 
might need to have a cell phone with them to communicate with you, we do ask that they are set on 
silent, and not used at all inside the building, either in the sanctuary during services, or in the Social 
Hall during the luncheon. 
 
{The party on Saturday evening will be a large affair. Party attire is appropriate. Dinner will be served 
and there will be gluten-free options. The party begins at 6:00 and guests should be picked up by 
10:00.} 
 
Please don’t hesitate to call us with any questions you may have. We hope that {you and/or your 
son/daughter} will be able to share this special moment in XXX’s life.  
 
Best, 
 
{Parent names} 
 
{Parent contact information} 
 
 


