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Leading By Going Down 
  

ר ָחָז֣ק ְמֹא֑  טז ל ֹׁשָפ֖ ר ְוֹק֥  ן ָּכֵב֙ד ַעל־ָהָה֔ ים ְוָעָנ֤ ת ּוְבָרִק֜ ֨ ֶקר ַוְיִה֩י ֹק ת ַהֹּב֗ י ִּבְהֹי֣ ה: יזַוְיִה֩י ַבּ֨יֹום ַהְּׁשִליִׁש֜ ֲחֶנֽ ַּמֽ ר ַּבֽ ם ֲאֶׁש֥ ד ָּכל־ָהָע֖ ֱחַר֥ א   ד ַוֶּיֽ ַוּיֹוֵצ֨
ְתַיּצְ  ֲחֶנ֑ה ַוִּיֽ ַּמֽ ים ִמן־ַהֽ ִה֖ ֱא את ָהֽ ם ִלְקַר֥ ה ֶאת־ָהָע֛ ר: יחֹמֶׁש֧ ית ָהָהֽ ַעל ֲעָׁשנֹ֙ו   ֖בּו ְּבַתְחִּת֥ ׁש ַוַּי֤ יו ה' ָּבֵא֑ ד ָעָל֛ ר ָיַר֥ י ֲאֶׁש֨ ְּפֵנ֠ ן ֻּכּ֔לֹו ִמ֠ ר ִסיַנ֙י ָעַׁש֣ ְוַה֤

ד: יט ר ְמֹאֽ ד ָּכל־ָהָה֖ ֱחַר֥ ן ַוֶּיֽ ֶׁשן ַהִּכְבָׁש֔ ֲעֶנּ֥נ ְּכֶע֣ ים ַיֽ ִה֖ ֱא ר ְוָהֽ ה ְיַדֵּב֔ ד ֹמֶׁש֣ ק ְמֹא֑ ר הֹוֵל֖ ְוָחֵז֣  ְיִה֙י ֣קֹול ַהֹּׁשָפ֔ ר ִסיַנ֖י  ּו ְבֽקֹול: כַוֽ  ֶרד ה' ַעל־ַה֥ ַוֵּי֧
ה אֶ  א ה' ְלֹמֶׁש֛ ר ַוִּיְקָר֨ אׁש ָהָה֑ ֹ֣ ה: כאֶאל־ר ר ַוַּיַ֥על ֹמֶׁשֽ אׁש ָהָה֖ ֹ֥ ּנּו   ל־ר ל ִמֶּמ֖ ֶהְר֤סּו ֶאל־ה' ִלְר֔אֹות ְוָנַפ֥ ם ֶּפן־ֶיֽ ד ָּבָע֑ ד ָהֵע֣ ה ֵר֖ אֶמר ה' ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֔ ֹ֤ ַוּי

ב: כב ים ֶאל־ה' ָרֽ ים ַהִּנָּגִׁש֥ ֲהִנ֛ ם ַהֹּכֽ ם ה': כג ְוַג֧ ץ ָּבֶה֖ ׁשּו ֶּפן־ִיְפֹר֥ ה   ִיְתַקָּד֑ י־ַאָּת֞ ר ִסיָנ֑י ִּכֽ ת ֶאל־ַה֣ ֖ ֲע ם ַלֽ ל ָהָע֔ א־יּוַכ֣ ֹֽ אֶמר ֹמֶׁש֙ה ֶאל־ה' ל ֹ֤ ַוּי
ר ְוִקַּדְׁשּֽתֹו: כד ל ֶאת־ָהָה֖ ר ַהְגֵּב֥ נּ֙ו ֵלאֹמ֔ ָתה ָּב֨ ֵעֹד֤ ן ִעָּמ֑ ְוהַ   ַהֽ ה ְוַאֲהֹר֣ יָת ַאָּת֖ ד ְוָעִל֥ ־ֵר֔ יו ה' ֶל אֶמר ֵאָל֤ ֹ֨ ת ַוּי ֥ ֲע ֶהְר֛סּו ַלֽ ם ַאל־ֶיֽ ים ְוָהָע֗ ֲהִנ֣ ֹּכֽ

ם: כה ם ֶאל־ה' ֶּפן־ִיְפָרץ־ָּבֽ אֶמר ֲאֵלֶהֽ ֹ֖ ם ַוּי ה ֶאל־ָהָע֑ ַוֵּי֥ ֶרד ֹמֶׁש֖ : 
  
8Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke, for Adonai had come down upon it in fire; the smoke rose 
like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled violently.  19The blare of the horn grew 
louder and louder. As Moshe spoke, God answered him in thunder. 20Adonai came down upon 
Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain, and Adonai called Moshe to the top of the mountain, 
and Moshe went up.  21Adonai said to Moshe, “Go down, warn the people not to break through to 
Adonai to gaze lest many of them perish. 22The priests also, who come near Adonai, must stay 
pure, lest Adonai break out against them.”  23But Moshe said to Adonai, “the people cannot 
come up to Mount Sinai, for your warned us (already) saying, ‘Set bounds about the mountain and 
sanctify it.”  24So Adonai said to him, “Go down, and come back together with Aharon; but let not 
the priests or the people break through to come up to Adonai, lest God break out against 
them.”  25And Moshe went down to the people and spoke to them. Exodus 19:18-25 
  
Moshe was essentially saying to Adonai, “Why do I have to go back down to speak to the people 
again? Since you already commanded them one time, of course---they will not go against your 
words!”  For this was incomprehensible in the eyes of Moshe, that there would be a person in the 
world that would go against the command of the Blessed Creator.  For Moshe was on a very high 
spiritual level and from there, he believed that it was impossible for a person to transgress against 
the Blessed Creator.  For this reason, Adonai said to Moshe, “Go down...”  The Holy One, Blessed 
be God, was actually saying to Moshe, “You are on a very high spiritual level, and therefore it is 
difficult for you to understand how it is possible for a person to go against My command. So, 
go down.”---meaning, “Go down from your high spiritual level and go see how a human being on 
a lower spiritual level can, in fact, go against My command. Therefore, go a second time and warn 
them.”  Kedushat Levi (Rabbi Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev) 
 


