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ר׃ ַּמֲחֶנ֑ה וַּיְִֽתַיְּצבּ֖ו ְּבַתְחִּת֥ית ָההָֽ ֱאלִֹה֖ים ִמן־הַֽ  וַ ּיֹוֵצ֨א מֶֹׁש֧ה ֶאת־ָהָע֛ם ִלְקַר֥את הָֽ

Moses led the people out of the camp toward God, and they took their places at the foot 
of the mountain. 

ד׃  ְוַה֤ר ִסיַני֙ ָעַׁש֣ן ֻּכּלֹ֔ו ִמְּ֠פֵני ֲאֶׁש֨ר ָיַר֥ד ָעָל֛יו ְיהוָ֖ה ָּבֵאׁ֑ש וַּיַַ֤על ֲעָׁשנֹו֙ ְּכֶעֶׁ֣שן ַהִּכְבָׁש֔ן וֶַּיֱחַר֥ד ָּכל־ָהָה֖ר ְמאֹֽ

Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke, for the LORD had come down upon it in fire; the                  
smoke rose like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled violent 

 וְַיִהי֙ קֹ֣ול ַהּׁשֹוָפ֔ר הֹוֵלְ֖ך ְוָחֵז֣ק ְמאֹ֑ד מֶֹׁש֣ה ְיַדֵּב֔ר ְוָהֱאלִֹה֖ים ַיֲעֶנּ֥נּו ְבֽקֹול׃

The blare of the horn grew louder and louder. As Moses spoke, God answered him in                
thunder. (Exodus 19:17-19) 

______________________________________________________________ 

“Rabbi Yochanan said: When God’s voice came forth at Mt. Sinai, it divided itself into 70                
human languages, so that the whole world might understand it. All at Mt. Sinai, young               
and old, women, children, and infants according to their ability to understand. Moses             
too, understood only according to his capacity, as it is said (Ex. 19:19), ‘Moses spoke               
and God answered him with a voice.’ With a voice that Moses could hear.” (Midrash               
Exodus Rabbah) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

The Torah says, “And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet God; 
and they stood at the lowermost part of the mount” (Exodus 19:17). 

Rabbi Avdimi bar Ḥama bar Ḥasa said:  the Jewish people actually stood beneath the 
mountain, and the verse teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, overturned the 
mountain above the Jews like a tub, and said to them: If you accept the Torah, 
excellent, and if not, there will be your burial. 



Rav Aḥa bar Ya’akov said: From here  there is a substantial caveat to the obligation 
to fulfill the Torah. The Jewish people can claim that they were coerced into accepting 
the Torah, and it is therefore not binding. 

Rava said: Even so, they again accepted it willingly in the time of Ahasuerus, as it 
is written: “The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon 
all such as joined themselves unto them” (Esther 9:27), and he taught: The Jews 
ordained what they had already taken upon themselves through coercion at Sinai. 
(Shabbat 88a) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

In the days when the chieftains ruled, there was a famine in the land; and a man of 
Bethlehem in Judah, with his wife and two sons, went to reside in the country of Moab. 

The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s name was Naomi, and his two sons were 
named Mahlon and Chilion—Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. They came to the 
country of Moab and remained there. Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was 
left with her two sons. They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other 
Ruth, and they lived there about ten years. Then those two—Mahlon and Chilion—also 
died; so the woman was left without her two sons and without her husband. She started 
out with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab; for in the country of 
Moab she had heard that the LORD had taken note of His people and given them food. 
Accompanied by her two daughters-in-law, she left the place where she had been living; 
and they set out on the road back to the land of Judah. 

But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Turn back, each of you to her mother’s 
house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with 
me! May the LORD grant that each of you find security in the house of a husband!” And 
she kissed them farewell. They broke into weeping and said to her, “No, we will return 
with you to your people.” 

But Naomi replied, “Turn back, my daughters! Why should you go with me? Have I any 
more sons in my body who might be husbands for you? Turn back, my daughters, for I 
am too old to be married. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I were 
married tonight and I also bore sons, should you wait for them to grow up? Should you 
on their account debar yourselves from marriage? Oh no, my daughters! My lot is far 
more bitter than yours, for the hand of the LORD has struck out against me.” 



They broke into weeping again, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law farewell. But Ruth 
clung to her. So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has returned to her people and her 
gods. Go follow your sister-in-law.” 

But Ruth replied, “Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not follow you. For 
wherever you go, I will go; wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my 
people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus 
and more may the LORD do to me if anything but death parts me from you.” When 
[Naomi] saw how determined she was to go with her, she ceased to argue with her; and 
the two went on until they reached Bethlehem. (Ruth Chapter 1) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husband’s side, a man of substance, of the family of 
Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “I would like to go 
to the fields and glean among the ears of grain, behind someone who may show me 
kindness.” “Yes, daughter, go,” she replied; and off she went. She came and gleaned in 
a field, behind the reapers; and, as luck would have it, it was the piece of land belonging 
to Boaz, who was of Elimelech’s family. (Ruth Chapter 2) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

And Boaz said to the elders and to the rest of the people, “You are witnesses today that 
I am acquiring from Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to 
Chilion and Mahlon. I am also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as my 
wife, so as to perpetuate the name of the deceased upon his estate, that the name of 
the deceased may not disappear from among his kinsmen and from the gate of his 
home town. You are witnesses today.”  

All the people at the gate and the elders answered, “We are. May the LORD make the 
woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built up the 
House of Israel! Prosper in Ephrathah and perpetuate your name in Bethlehem! And 
may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah—through the 
offspring which the LORD will give you by this young woman.” 

So Boaz married Ruth; she became his wife, and he cohabited with her. The LORD let 
her conceive, and she bore a son. And the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the 
LORD, who has not withheld a redeemer from you today! May his name be perpetuated 
in Israel! (Ruth Chapter 4) 



You, who yearn so to be present at Sinai – to witness such an impressive event, 
notwithstanding the problematic gulf between the sides – you were there, you and all 
your descendants. We all begin at that point, but let us not become affixed there, for 
then we shall be on the path towards the calf. You must conquer the overwhelming 
desire to be at Sinai above all else. You were already there – now you must progress 
onward, until you reach the level of Ruth and Naomi, where the gap between the sides 
no longer exists. Like Ruth, you have a choice, you can turn your back on God (and 
man) and seek a comfortable life. Precisely here, where God (and man) seem to have 
nothing to offer you, and you may expect nothing from them. If you succeed at the stage 
of Ruth and Naomi, and face God and your fellow man, without expectations or 
demanding something in return – then you will understand the meaning of belief. (Rabbi 
Hagot Dotan, “From Sinai to Ruth: Why we Read Megillat Ruth on Shavuot”)  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


