
 

 

"Standing Up to Hate" Event at Beth Meyer Was a Promising Success 
 
Hate crimes and hate groups are increasing in North Carolina, around the country, and 
around the world.  North Carolina now has over 40 active hate groups. White 
supremacy groups targeting college campuses are at an all time high.  Does a week or 
even a day go by without news of another shooting, another attack against a 
synagogue, church, or mosque, or against an LGBTQ person, immigrant, minority or 
other object of hate merely because of who they are?  We must rise to the occasion, all 
of us together.  For Jews in a very personal way, the emergence of renewed fascist 
movements in the United States and Europe compel us once again to engage in the 
struggle against those who deny and manipulate truth, demean minorities, undermine 
the value of a free and independent press, stir authoritarian passions, and undermine 
hard won notions of human rights and equality. 

 
All that was the inspiration for and 
informed the substance of an event, 
"Standing Up to Hate," at Beth Meyer 
Synagogue on June 2, 2019.  
Sponsored by the Beth Meyer Social 
Action Committee and the Progressive 
Kehilla at Beth Meyer, some 125 people 

attended from affected groups all over 
Raleigh, including from Christian, Muslim, 
and Jewish faith communities, people active 
on behalf of immigrants, and others.  
 
The speaker, Ms. Tafeni English, from the 
Montgomery-based Southern Poverty Law 
Center (SPLC), gave a presentation about the categories of groups they track, the 
definitions of a hate crime and hate groups, and the rise in incidents associated with 
hate groups and hate speech.  While the existence of all this should not come as a 
surprise, hearing it and seeing it in Ms. English's pictures and data in stark terms was 
unsettling.  And yet, we found much gratifying in the community-building occurring in our 

synagogue, and a beautiful irony in how acts 
of hate are bringing its targets together to 
care for each other and join forces. 
 

The event was intended to be the first in a 
series ultimately leading to a lasting local 
coalition of caring and support.  Our goal is to 
create a community dedicated to working 
together toward a world in which hate and 
hate related violence have no place.  The day 

concluded with discussion of what the next steps might be. Soon, the Social Action 



 

 

Committee and Progressive Kehilla will send an email about the next steps to the 
attendees and others who are interested, as we begin to develop a plan of action. 
 
If you would like be kept informed, and hopefully join in this task, please contact the 
Progressive Kehilla to be placed on the email list and share any ideas you might have: 
PKatBethMeyer@gmail.com 

 
For more information about the Southern Poverty Law Center, a renowned organization 
that documents hate and litigates for social justice, visit their web site and browse their 
many resources and publications, particularly their pamphlet "10 Ways to Fight Hate": 
https://www.splcenter.org 
https://www.splcenter.org/20170814/ten-ways-fight-hate-community-response-guide 

 
The Anti Defamation League is probably the leading data repository for hate group 
tracking: https://www.adl.org/ 

 
“You are not required to finish the task but neither are you free to refrain from  

    beginning it.”   Pirke Avot  
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