
No Easy Answers in Bioethics

Before Jewish Space Lasers: Jews in Science Fiction

The Halakhic Conscience: Exploring the Nature, Function, and Sources of Jewish Law

Art in the Jewish Community** (ends at 2:30pm)

"Deeper Than You Thought!": 10 Jewish Rituals/Practices that are WAY deeper than you thought 

2 Jews, 3 Opinions: Jews Debate

Talmud’s Top 10

A Bintel Brief: Jewish History Through America's Longest Running Advice Column

Hot Topics

Creative Writing

What Makes Music Jewish? Is it Who, What or Why?

Stories You Never Learned in Religious School: 

Fall Quarter meets 10/17, 10/24, 11/07, 11/14, 11/21

In-person, lunch available at noon, Classes 12:20-1:10, 1:10-2:00 pm**

Perek Alef*

Perek Bet

Winter Quarter meets 1/09, 1/23, 1/30, 2/06, 2/27

On Zoom, Classes 7:00-7:50, 7:55-8:45 pm 

Perek Alef

Perek Bet

Spring Quarter meets 3/06, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27, 4/03

In-person, lunch available at noon, Classes 12:20-1:10, 1:10-2:00 pm

Perek Alef

Perek Bet

      Midrash, Legends and Talmudic Tales – Oh My

*Perek is a class period      **some art classes may run until 2:30 PM. 

Kramer Religious SchoolKramer Religious School
High School ProgramHigh School Program  
2021-20222021-2022

Students are EXPECTED TO ATTEND all classes within a quarter.

You may register for any or all quarters.  

Some classes have size limits - classes are filled on a “first-come-first-served” basis. If there is a class

you want - best to get your registration in early!

Cost for Fall, Winter or Spring Quarters is $70 per quarter (financial assistance is available - call the

synagogue office for information).



A Bintel Brief: Jewish History Through America's Longest Running Advice Column

(Winter Quarter)

Jorie Slodki 

From 1906-1970, the Yiddish Daily Forward ran "A Bintel Brief," a popular advice

column.  In between stories of deadbeat husbands and financial ruin, the letters

give a glimpse of Jewish life in America and how it changed over the course of

seven decades.  We will look at translations of classic letters and discuss how

history shaped the hopes and fears of ordinary American Jews--and maybe share

advice of our own along the way.
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Art in the Jewish Community (Fall Quarter)

Shoshi Braman

We will learn about one or two Jewish artists - their history, their influences, their art - and

follow the lesson with creating pieces of art in the likeness of those artists. Please note

that this class will end at 2:30 pm.

"Deeper Than You Thought!": 10 Jewish Rituals/Practices that are WAY deeper

than you thought (Winter Quarter)

Rabbi Dr. Jenny Solomon 

Judaism is full of ritual practices and symbols.  Think: lighting Shabbat candles,

wearing a tallit, celebrating the new moon, and saying “Mazal tov!” when

congratulations are in order.  But what is the deeper spiritual meaning of these

kinds of rituals?  In this class will explore some of the most basic Jewish practices

in sophisticated and meaningful ways.  You will have the chance to learn why

Jews have found deep meaning in these practices throughout history and create

your own personal understanding at the same time.

2 Jews, 3 Opinions: Jews Debate (Winter Quarter)

Allison Mitteer

Any time you ask a group of Jews a question, you're bound to have an

argument. We don't mind of course; it's tradition - just look at Talmud! So come

prepared to take sides and tell us why you're right about everything from if Jews

should have tattoos to whether latkes should go with applesauce or sour cream.  

Before Jewish Space Lasers: Jews and Science Fiction (Fall Quarter)

Deborah Goldstein

Jews have a long and rich history of writing science fiction dating back many

centuries. Who knew? We’ll look at some of those stories and try to answer

questions like:  What makes a story Jewish? Does it have to have a Jewish theme?

What is a Jewish theme? Is there a line that connects stories written hundreds of

years ago and thousands of miles away with stories written in the 20th and 21st

centuries here in the United States?  

Creative Writing (Spring Quarter)

The written word can be a powerful tool to explore and express ourselves – as

well as a fun one! This class will explore different varieties of fiction, memoir, and

poetry as we use creative writing techniques to tell our Jewish journeys,

reinterpret old stories, and connect with our spiritual selves. Come prepared to

read, write, and share!



Hot Topics (Spring Quarter)

Ira Planer

We will choose current issues to discuss.  Examples of issues:  The Vaccine

Debate, Homosexuality and the Jewish community, Internet etiquette, and

Guns in America. We will look at both sides of the issues while referencing

Jewish values.  We may not come up with conclusions, but we will come away

being informed about the topics and aware as well as tolerant of different

points of view!
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Talmud's Top Ten (Winter Quarter)

Rabbi Eric Solomon

The Talmud is filled with thousands of pages, but there are certain passages

that are the most well-known. You might call them “Rabbi Eric’s Top 10”.

Come hear how these two-thousand year -old Sages might have more

wisdom about contemporary life than you could have ever imagined.

No Easy Answers in Bioethics (Fall Quarter)

Jim Doerfler

Cloning, family planning, organ donation, end of life decisions, and vaccines... As

modern science offers solutions to current problems and also new possibilities, it

sometimes creates new moral and ethical dilemmas. What unique resources do we

as Jews have to guide us as we make critical medical decisions for ourselves and

others? 

What Makes Music Jewish? Is it Who, What, or Why? (Spring Quarter)

Cathy Kaplan

What makes a song or a style of music Jewish? Is it used in prayer, celebration, social

justice, just for fun? We’ll take a look at Jewish history and explore the roots of Jewish

music, then move to modern times, both in America and Israel. We’ll complete our

exploration by creating our own Jewish music, either individually or as a group. 

The Halakhic Conscience: Exploring the Nature, Function, and Sources of Jewish Law

(Fall Quarter)

Jonathan Wertheim

Calling all future lawyers! Dive into ancient and contemporary texts to build a

framework for organizing the commandments and rulings that Jews have inherited.

What are the principles and structures of Jewish law, and how can you apply them

to understand the halakhah and its concerns?

Stories You Never Learned in Hebrew School: Midrash, Legends and Talmudic

Tales – Oh My (Spring Quarter)

Deborah Goldstein

Jews tell stories. That’s what we do. Ask a rabbi a question, she tells you a

story. And after years and years of Jewish education, you probably thought

you’d heard them all. No way! 



Better Together™ ("4th Quarter" - ongoing)

Amy Ripps 

Our religious school received a grant to work on an intergenerational

program between our teens and our senior citizens called, Better

Together™. The program is designed to sensitize the students to the

challenges of the elderly and incorporate Jewish Learning and values into

interactions with our senior citizens. The teens will make a commitment to

attend a once-a-month class/discussion and a second once-a-month

program/activity with our seniors. 

 

Some programs will be in person – and some will be online.

 

What will we be doing? Through the year, we will be working on helping

create video oral histories that the seniors can then share with their families.

The teens will learn interview skills, some basic video editing, and

organization skills needed to plan and implement the project. In addition,

as we get to know the seniors, we will celebrate holidays and lifecycle

events with them. 

 

The teens who participate are eligible to participate in an essay contest

with financial awards applicable to many Jewish summer programs and

Israel semester/gap year programs.

Time spent with our seniors in the Better Together™ program may be

counted towards community service hours.
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BMUSY Calendar 
2021-2022

August

Aug 22nd at 9:30am- Summer Schmooze

Aug 27th at 6:30pm- Welcome Back Kab Shab

Followed by a 7:15pm dinner for USY and

Kadima families.

Aug 29th at 12:30-1:30pm - Apples and Honey

Bagging

September

Sept 10th, 6:30-9:00pm- USY Shabbat Dinner

September 19th, 4:00-7:00pm- Sukkah Building

October

Oct 1st, 6:30- 9:00pm- USY Shabbat Dinner

Oct 16th, 7-10pm- USY Night Out

November

Nov 5th, 6:30-9:00pm- USY Shabbat Dinner

December

Dec 4-5th, 7pm-9am- Pre-Hanukah Lock-in

Dec 10th, 6:30-9:00pm- USY Shabbat Dinner

May

May 6th, 6:30-9:00pm- USY Shabbat Dinner

May 29th, 1-3pm- USY Shavuot Event

April

April 8th 6:30-9:00pm- USY Shabbat Dinner

March

March 4th 6:30-9:00pm- USY Shabbat Dinner

March 13th- USY Hamantaschen Baking

March 27th, 2-4pm- USY Outing

February

Feb 4th, 6:30-9:00pm- USY Shabbat Dinner

Feb 13th, 1-3pm- USY Outing

January

Jan 7th, 6:30-9:00pm- USY Shabbat Dinner

Jan 22nd, 5-8pm- Havdalah and Night Out

Jan 28-30th. TBD - NC Teen Shabbaton

Join Us For USY!
contact Dana (danan@bethmeyer.org)

for more information
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Jorie Slodki is the Grants & Content Manager at the Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary. She is

also the Outreach Coordinator at the Justice Theater Project, a theater focused on social

justice. While getting a BA in Theater/Anthropology at Indiana University, Jorie also minored in

Yiddish. In her spare time, she likes to work on many different crafts, read and write sci-fi stories,

and cook. She and her husband, Zakai Segal, live in Raleigh with three houseplants.

Allison Mitteer is excited to teach at Beth Meyer for another year! A freelance writer and

editor, as well as an educator with Raleigh's Redbud Writing Project, Allison holds an MFA in

Fiction from NCSU and an MA in Religious Studies from Duke University. She is also the current

adviser of the junior youth group at Beth Shalom. In Allison's minimal spare time, she does

Hebrew calligraphy, plays around with circus arts, and spends lots of time with her 3-year-old

puppy.

Jim Doerfler is a past president of Beth Meyer and volunteers for a number of local interfaith,

LGBT, anti-hunger and affordable housing organizations. His life experiences as a Catholic,

Protestant, and then Jew give him a unique view of the world. 

Ira Planer has been teaching at Beth Meyer since 2007, first as a substitute and then as a 2nd

grade teacher in 2010. He now teaches both in our Gesher and High School programs. His

interests include community involvement, music, and teaching children of all ages about how

to make a difference in this world.  

Deborah Goldstein is no stranger to Beth Meyer students.  She has a MA in Education and has

worked with children, from PreK through 12th grade, for over 25 years.
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Jonathan Wertheim, Director of Operations at Beth Meyer Synagogue, is honored to join the

faculty of the High School and promote Jewish young adult education and engagement.

An ardent adult student, Jonathan campaigns for the Jewish literacy rights that adults

need to become self-directing learners. Outside work, Jonathan enjoys studying b’chevruta

Jewish law and theology, moving at a snail’s pace through art galleries, and hiking the

Appalachian Trail.

Rabbi Dr. Jenny Solomon received her undergraduate degree from Brown University, was

ordained from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, and completed a

doctorate in counseling from the Postgraduate Center for Mental Health. She spent

extensive time studying in Israel and was awarded a Wexner Fellowship. In addition to

serving as a rabbi at Beth Meyer Synagogue she serves as the director of Libi Eir

Awakened Heart Community Mikveh. The proud mother of Meirav, Adi and Natan, Rabbi

Jenny also loves to run, practice meditation and yoga, and cook. 

Rabbi Eric Solomon graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of MD and received

rabbinical ordination from Hebrew Union College. He has worked with teens in New

York City, served as the rabbinical supervisor for Camp Harlem (a Reform Movement

sleep-away camp) and as the head educator of a summer trip to Israel. 

Shoshi Braman is from the Philadelphia area. She has a BS in Education with a certification

in Art, attended Jewish day school and has been a Jewish Educator for 26 years. She has

taught in all the major Jewish movements, lived in Israel, owned and operated her own

catering & serving business, and currently teaches in the Beth Meyer preschool and

religious school.

Cathy Kaplan is the Director of the Religious School and Family Programs at Beth Meyer. She

has taught in the religious school for over a decade, but she has been a music lover her

whole life. She leyns Torah and is a frequent lay leader at Shabbat services. An enthusiastic

attendee at Songleader Boot Camp, Cathy appreciates the variety and abundance of

talent that we currently have in the Jewish community. 



Please fill out this form and return it to the religious school office by October 10, 2021.

Student Name:_________________________

Student E-mail: _________________________

Student cell: ___________________________

Parent e-mail: ________________________

Parent Phone:________________________

Tuition: $70 per quarter for Beth Meyer members  $90 per quarter for non-members

(If you register for the full year by October 10, the tuition is discounted by 10%.) 

Financial assistance is available –  call the synagogue office for information.

Please make all checks payable to Beth Meyer Religious School.

Course Registration:  

Some courses have a size limit and will be assigned on a first-come first-served basis.   

Registration for the 1st quarter is due by October 10. You may sign up now for subsequent

quarters but there will be future registration dates and reminders. 

You may register by returning this form to the school office or on-line at

bethmeyer.org/form/high-school-registration-2021-2022.html

Fall Quarter meets 10/17, 10/24, 11/07, 11/14, 11/21

In-person, lunch available at noon; Classes 12:20-1:10, 1:10-2:00** pm

Perek Alef*

______No Easy Answers in Bioethics

______Before Jewish Space Lasers: Jews in Science Fiction

Perek Bet

______The Halakhic Conscience: Exploring the Nature, Function, and Sources of Jewish Law

______Art in the Jewish Community** (ends at 2:30pm)

Winter Quarter meets 1/09, 1/23, 1/30, 2/06, 2/27

On Zoom; Classes 7:00-7:50, 7:55-8:45 pm 

Perek Alef

______"Deeper Than You Thought!": 10 Jewish Rituals/Practices that are WAY deeper than 

 you thought 

______2 Jews, 3 Opinions: Jews Debate

Perek Bet

______Talmud’s Top 10

______A Bintel Brief: Jewish History Through America's Longest Running Advice Column

Spring Quarter meets 3/06, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27, 4/03

In-person, lunch available at noon; Classes 12:20-1:10, 1:10-2:00 pm

Perek Alef

______Hot Topics

______Creative Writing

Perek Bet

______What Makes Music Jewish? Is it Who, What, or Why?

______Stories You Never Learned in Religious SchoolRe
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Naomi & Ken Kramer
Religious School @

Beth Meyer Synagogue
504 Newton Road
Raleigh, NC 27615

School: 919-848-8111
Email: school@bethmeyer.org

www.bethmeyer.org

Find us on your favorite social media platforms:

fb.com/bethmeyersynagogue

youtube.com/bethmeyersynagogue

@bethmeyershul

@bethmeyershul or @krameratbms

Torah Thoughts with Rabbi Eric most Friday mornings

Minha Moments with Rabbi Jenny most Tuesdays 


