
Joshua and Moses: The Same But Different 
 
The Haftorah reading for Simchat Torah is Joshua 1:1-8 which recounts the 
assumption of the leadership of the people by Joshua on the death of Moses. In it, 
Joshua assumes the leadership of the Hebrew people, calling them to remember 
the instructions of Moses and finish the job Moses started-conquest of the 
Promised Land and establishment of themselves as a Nation.   
 
1:12 Then Joshua said to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-
tribe of Manasseh, 1:13 “Remember what Moses the servant of YHWH 
enjoined upon you…” 1:16 They answered Joshua, “…1:17 We will obey 
you just as we obeyed Moses; let but the LORD your God be with you 
as He was with Moses!…” 
 
Moses:      Joshua: 
End the Torah readings with Moses death Finish the Torah with the  
And begin again immediately with  death of Moses before they 
Creation of the world     enter the land and immediately read  
       The Haftorah which begins with   
       Joshua assuming leadership and  
       Crossing the Jordan River/creation of 
       the Hebrew people as a nation 
 
Sending Spies 
Numbers 12-14      Joshua 2 
Moses sends a delegation of twelve spies Joshua sends two spies to scout out 
They return with a discouraging report Jericho. They encounter Rahab  
       and return with useful information  
        that allows Joshua to conquer the city 
 
  
Splitting the Sea/River 
Exodus 14-15       Joshua:  3-4 
Moses leads the Israelites through   Joshua leads the people  
The Reed Sea. It is disorderly and panicked.  Across the Jordan River lead by 
        priests in an orderly procession  
          Behind the Ark of the Covenant 



  
       
Circumcision 
Exodus 4:24-26    Joshua 5:2-9 
God encounters Moses on the  Joshua has all the males circumcised when  
Road to Egypt and tries to kill him.  They enter the Promised Land.  This means  
His life is saved by Zipporah who  no men were circumcised in the wilderness.   
Circumcises their son(?) 
 
Passover 
Exodus 12      Joshua 5:10-12 
Moses leads the first Passover in Egypt 
before the Exodus Joshua leads the first Passover   
Numbers 9:1-14     celebration since the revelation 
Moses leads another Passover after  at Sinai immediately after the 
The revelation at Mount Sinai   men are circumcised  
 
Revelation without Sandals 
Exodus 3:1-4:17     Joshua 5:13-6:5) 
God’s first revelation to Moses takes place Joshua is commanded to remove 
At the burning bush at Horeb.  God tells his sandals because he is standing on  
Moses to remove his sandals because  Holy ground. This is followed by   
 The ground. He is standing on   Joshua receiving divine instructions 
Is holy ground.  
Moses then receives divine instructions 
 
Defeating Enemies 
(Egyptians and Canaanites) 
Exodus 5:1-12:51)     Joshua 6. 8. 10-12 
Moses confronts Pharaoh and after   in each case the respective cities fall 
Ten plagues Pharaoh finally lets the  to Joshua easily until he conquers 
Hebrews leave Egypt.  One might   the entire country 
argue that they weren’t really  
defeated until the Egyptians drowned  
in the Reed Sea        
 
 



What’s the Big Idea? 
 

1. Joshua’s story completes that of Moses: The Hexateuch Theory 
2. Joshua and Moses are in literary competition/ 

Joshua more often than not accomplishes with ease what Moses 
accomplishes with difficulty (Getting itright the second time.) 

3. Both Joshua and Moses gave Israel a Torah (“Joshua recorded all this in a 
book of divine instruction” Joshua 24) 

4. Moses’ story influenced Joshua’s/Joshua’s story is meant to mirror Moses’ 
and therefore show that Joshua is the successor of Moses 

5. Joshua’s story influenced Moses’(which came first the chicken or the egg?) 
6. Both stories developed independently but were mutually influential 

(Although Joshua may have been primary in temporal terms(written first),  
the pride of place that Moses has been given both in terms of placement 
within the Tanakh and within our tradition has left us with the sense that 
Joshua is a pale imitation of Moses 
b. B.Bat 75a “The face of Moses is like the face of the sun’the face of Joshua 
is like the face of the moon” 
 
Note:  This is not the original Haftorah for Simchat Torah.  According to b. 
Meg. 13b the original Haftorah 2 Kings 8:22 which contains Solomon’s 
blessing in the dedication of the Temple with Moses’ final blessing before 
his death.  This did not become the Haftorah for Simchat Torah until the 
Medieval period. 
 
Other examples of parallels between Moses and Joshua 
1. Extending a hand in conquest (Exodus 19:12/Joshua 8:8-19,26 
2. Preservation of written laws(Exodus 24:12, 34:28/Joshua 8:30-32) 
3. Cities of Refuge (Numbers 35:1-28)/Joshua 20-21) 
4. Death sentence upon lawbreaker (Numbers 15:32-36/Joshua 7:24-25) 
5. Inheritance of Daughters of Zelophehad (Numbers 36/Joshua 17:3-4) 
6. Summoning Israel to a covenant ceremony with God (Exodus 19/Joshua 

24)  
 

 
 
 



 
     
 

 
 


