
Heaven And Earth Both Hear 
 
 

ינּו  א ִ֥ ֲאז  ַֽ י ם ה  ַ֖ ָּׁשמ  ָרה ה  ֵ֑ ּב  ֲאד  ַֽ ע ו  ִ֥ ְׁשמ  ֶרץ ְות  י ָהָאַ֖ ַֽ י־פ  ְמר  ף  ב :א  ֲַֽער ֹ֤ ָּמָטר   י  י ּכ  ְקח ִ֔ ל ל  ִ֥ ּז  ל ּת  ַ֖ ּט  י ּכ  ֵ֑ ְמָרת  ם א  ִ֣ יר  ְׂשע  ֶׁשא ּכ  י־ֶדִ֔ ים ֲעל  ַ֖ יב  ְרב  ת ה...ְוכ  ִ֥ ח  א ֛לֹו ׁש  ָּבָנִ֣יו ל ַ֖  
ם ׁש ּדִֹ֥ור מּוָמֵ֑ ַ֖ ּק  ל ע  ְלּת ַֽ ְלה ו :ּוְפת  את 'ה  ְגְמלּו־ז ִ֔ ם ּת  ִ֥ ל ע  יָך ֲהלֹוא־הּוא   ָחָכֵ֑ם אְול ִ֣  ָנָבַ֖ ִ֣ ָך ָאב  ּוא ָּקֶנִ֔ ְׂשָךַ֖  הִ֥ ַָֽך ָעַֽ נֲֶנַֽ ְַֽיכ ַֽ ַֽ ו  : 

 

Give ear, O heavens, let me speak; Let the earth hear the words I utter! May my discourse 

come down as the rain, my speech distill as the dew...Children unworthy of God—That crooked, 

perverse generation—Their baseness has played God false...O dull and witless people? Is not 

God the Parent who created you, fashioned you and made you endure! Deut. 32:1-6 

 
 

* * *  

 

One way to read the first verse is as follows: 

 
Give ear (Ha’azinu) is referring to the Torah scholars that Moshe is addressing with rebuke and 

moral teaching and “Let the earth hear” (Vatishma ha’aretz) refers to the rest of the regular, earthly 

people who would also hear Moshe’s words. 

 
I heard the following related teaching from my teacher Rav Gershon of Kitov in reference to the 

flowing verse from Isaiah,  

 
“The deaf will hear and the blind will look up to see...”   

 
This verse appears confusing. If a person is deaf, how can they hear? If a person is blind, how can 

they see?  

 
The answer: The “deaf” refers to the Torah scholars of the community, that they should hear the 

words of Isaiah. The “blind” refers to the masses who look up to the leaders as examples. If the 

Torah scholars listen well, then the rest of the people will listen too. 
Toldot Ya’akov Yosef, Itturei Torah 

 


