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Exodus 18:13-23

The next day, Moses sat as judge among the people, while the people stood 
about Moses from morning until evening.  But when Moses’ father-in-law saw 
how much he had to do for the people, he said, “What is this thing that you are 
doing to the people? Why do you act alone, while all the people stand about you 
from morning until evening?“  Moses replied to his father-in-law, “It is because 
the people come to me to inquire of God.  When they have a dispute, it comes 
before me, and I decide between one person and another, and I make known 
the laws and teachings of God.  But Moses; father-in-law said to him, “The thing 
you are doing is not right; you will surely wear yourself out, and these people as 
well.  For the task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone…You shall…seek 
out…capable people who fear God….Make it easier for yourself by letting them 
share the burden with you. 


   Ahrayut (Responsibility)   אחרות


 After”; This meaning refers to consequences.  For example, what are the“ - אחר
consequences of saying yes to a particular project or request on your other 
commitments?  What would you need to face if you really thought through 
consequences?  What is a reasonable place to put a limit on how far you need 
to consider consequences?


 Other”; This meaning refers to our relationships.  What impact do our“ -  אחר
actions or inaction have on others?  Ahrayut calls on us to think beyond our own 
personal needs and think about others.  


~ Ahrayut is bearing the burden with others and caring about consequences ~ 

Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Strive for Truth! vol. 2, p. 58 
No one is held responsible for the evil to which he is accustomed from 
birth and as a result of his environment, never having learned any better.  
In this respect he has the halakhic status of a “a child taken captive and 
brought up among idolaters.”  He will be held responsible only for that 
which he could and should have learnt.  


