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Noah : A Model of Righteousness?

9These are the generations of Noah; Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah

walked with God. 10And Noah fathered three sons, Shem, Ham, and Yafet. 11The earth also was

corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12And God looked upon the earth,

and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth. 13And God said to

Noah, The end of all flesh has come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them;

and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14Make an ark of gopher wood... 17And, behold, I,

myself, bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, where there is the breath of

life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth will die. 18But with you will I

establish my covenant; and you will come into the ark, you, and your sons, and your wife, and

your sons, and wives with you. Genesis 6:9-14, 17-18

* * * * * *

“...in his generations...”---Some of our Rabbis interpret this phrase positively. How much more

righteous would Noah have been, had he lived in a righteous generation! Others interpret it as a

negative comment. He was righteous simply in comparison to his generation; but had he lived in

Avraham’s generation he would have been considered as a “nothing.” Rashi on Genesis 6:9
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You shall not hate your brother in your heart.  

Rebuke your neighbor, but incur no guilt because of him.   

Lev. 19:17 

It seems that there are two types of tzaddikim that worship the Creator. One type of tzaddik

worships God with incredible, fiery passion, but the passion remains limited to him himself and

does not bring other evil people closer to God. Only he himself, all alone, worships the Creator.

And then there is the type of tzaddik that helps evil people abandon their ways and come to

worship God such as Avraham who actually converted people in Haran.  This is why Rabbi

Yitzhak Luria wrote that Noah was actually punished for his lack of bringing evil people closer

to God by neglecting to rebuke the evil people of his generation.  And then it was necessary for

Noah’s soul to be re-incarnated and implanted within Moshe’s body...Kedushat Levi (Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev)
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