
  

 

 

 

Also Bless Me 
 
 

י   ִים ַוְּתִהִ֛ ְיָלה ֤הּוא ְוָכל־ֲעָבָדי֙ו ְוָכל־ִמְצַרַ֔ ה ַלַ֗ ָקם ַּפְרע ֹ֜ ת:ַוָּיָ֨ ם ֵמֵֽ ר ֵאין־ָׁשָ֖ ָ֥ ִית ֲאׁש  ין ַּבַ֔ ִים ִּכי־ֵאֵ֣ ה ְּבִמְצָרָ֑ ָלָ֖ ה ְגד  ֙ר ֤קּומּו ְצָעָקָ֥ אמ  ְיָלה ַוּי ָ֨ ן ַלַ֗ ֲהר ֹ֜ ְלַאֵֽ ה ּוֵֽ ׁש ָ֨ ַוִּיְקָר֩א ְלמ   
ם: ֵֽ ְרכ  ת־ה' ְּכַדּב  ּו א  ּו ִעְבדָ֥ ל ּוְלכִ֛ ם ַּגם־ְּבֵנֵ֣י ִיְׂשָרֵאָ֑ ָ֖ י ַּגם־ַאּת  ֹוְך ַעִּמַ֔ ּו  ְּצאּ֙ו ִמּתֵ֣ ָ֥ם ְקחִ֛ ם ַּגם־ְּבַקְרכ  אְנכ ָ֨ כּו  ַּגם־צ ֵֽ ם ָוֵלָ֑ ָ֖ ר ִּדַּבְרּת  ָ֥ ֲאׁש  י ַּכֵֽ ֵֽ ם ַּגם־ֹאת  ֶ֖ ַרְכּת  ֵֽ ּוב  : 

 

And there was a great outcry in Egypt, for there was no house in which no one was dead. Pharaoh 
summoned Moshe and Aharon, telling them: “Get up and get out from among my people, both 
you as well as the People of Israel, and go worship God as you have spoken! Take your flocks and 
your cattle, as you have spoken, and go, and also bless me. Exodus 12:30-32 

 
*** 

 
When Pharaoh says “and also bless me,” he means that the Children of Israel should also thank 
the person who helped facilitate their salvation: Pharaoh himself. 
Pharaoh wanted the nation he had enslaved to feel gratitude towards him. It is a preposterous 
request. He must have been completely detached from reality...Why is this? 
...Pharaoh...epitomizes..the type of person who tries to shirk responsibility for his evil deeds. He 
wants to live in a world in which he is divine, and where everything operates according to his 
plans. In this world, all of humanity is subservient to him, and he can behave as the most corrupt 
person alive without any negative repercussions. 
Pharaoh never expresses remorse for what he has done, and does not ask Moshe for forgiveness 
for his cruelty...because he believes only in himself. He believes that he deserves gratitude, while 
completely ignoring the reality that he is merely a part of the world in which lives and operates. 
Anyone living in denial, refusing to take responsibility for his actions, could naively believe that 
he is deserving of a reward. This is who Pharaoh is, and this is what Pharaoh symbolizes: a 
universal human fallacy. The proper response to this is a clear recognition that we must take full 
responsibility for our actions. And, crucially, to be considerate of those who express sincere 
remorse and a genuine desire to change their ways.  Rabbi David Stav (Chairman of Tzohar) 

 


