
My Favorite Sugyot (Talmudic Passages) 

1) Brief Background of the Talmud




https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud#/media/File:Labeled_talmud.png
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Excellent Explanation of the Development of the Mishnah and Gemarra (Talmud)


https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/402858?lang=bi


Halakhah (Law)  vs Aggadah (Story)


2) R. Yohanan Ben Zakkai and the Destruction 


When Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai went out to walk in the marketplace and saw men of 
Yerushalayim stewing straw and drinking its water, he said to himself: “Can men who 
are reduced to cooking straw and drinking its water withstand Vespasian’s troops?  
Matters cannot be remedied unless I go out of the city and attempt to make peace with 
the Romans.”


Abba Sicara (knife)  ben Battiah, head of the Zealots in Yerushalayim, was the son of 
Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai’s sister.  Rabbi Yohanan sent word to him: “Come to visit 
me in secret.”  When Abba Sicara came, Rabbi Yohanan asked him, “How long will 
your men continue what you are doing?  You are killing all the people by famine.”  Abba 
Sicara replied, “What choice have I?  If I dare object to them, they will kill me.”  Rabbi 
Yohanan: “Devise a scheme for me to leave the city.  Perhaps the saving of a few lives 
may still be possible.”  Abba Sicara: “We have agreed among ourselves that no man 
may leave the city except as a corpse. I have an idea: Pretend to be ill, and let 
everyone come to visit you.  Have something foul-smelling brought and put at your 
side, so that they will say, “Rabbi Yohanan is dead!”  Then let your disciples come and 
carry the casket with you in it.  Make sure that others are not allowed to carry it, so that 
your body’s light weight will not be noticed.  It is well known that a living body weighs 
less than a corpse.”


Rabbi Yohanan acted on Abba Sicara’s advice.  He sent for his disciples Rabbi Eliezer 
and Rabbi Yehoshua, and said to them, “Get yourselves ready, my children and have 
me taken out of Yerushalayim.  Make a coffin for me, and I will lie down in it.”  
Immediately, Rabbi Eliezer took hold of the upper part of the coffin and Rabbi Joshua 
of its lower part, and they carried it slowly along until the setting of the sun, when they 
reached the gates of Yerushalayim.  Some of the Sicarii guards asked, “Who is this?”  
The disciples: “A dead body.  Don’t you know that dead bodies may not be kept 
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overnight in Yerushalayim?”  Some of the Sicarii wanted to drive a dagger through 
the body, but Abba Sicara restrained them: “It will be said of you, ‘They pierced their 
master.’”  They wanted to push the body about, but again he strained them: “It will be 
said of you, ‘They pushed their master about.’”  So they opened the gate for the coffin, 
and it left the city.


The disciples continued to carry the coffin until they got to Vespasian (Roman 
Emperor , 69-79 CE)  When they opened the coffin, Rabbi Yohanan  stood up before 
him and said, “Peace to you, O king! Peace to you, O king!”  Vespasian  relied, “Your 
life is forfeit on two counts.  To begin with, you call me king, and I am not a king.  
Moreover, if I am a king, why did you not to me come until now?”  Rabbi Yohanan 
replied, “As for your saying that you are not a king, you are in fact a king.  If you were 
not a king, Yerushalayim would not be delivered into your hands, for it is written, ‘And 
Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one’ [Isa. 10:34], and the epithet ‘mighty one’ is applied 
on to a king.  As for your question, ‘If I am a king, why did you not come to me until 
now?’ --the Zealots among us did not let me.”...


At this point a messenger came from Rome to Vespasian and said, “Arise! Caesar is 
dead, and the notables of Rome of Rome have decided to make you head of the 
state.”...


Then Vespasian said to Rabbi Yohanan, “I am now going away from here and will send 
someone else to take my place.  You may, however, make a request of me, and I will 
grant it.”  Rabbi Yohanan: “Give me Yavneh and its sages... Talmud: Gittin 56a-b


2)  Self-Denial, Yom Kippur and Pregnant Women

 

Torah Text: Adonai spoke to Moshe, saying: Mark, the tenth day of this seventh month 
is the Day of Atonement. It shall be a sacred occasion for you; you shall practice self-
denial, and you shall bring an offering by fire to Adonai; you shall do no work 
throughout the day.  For it is a Day of Atonement, on which expiation is made on your 
behalf before Adonai your God.  Indeed any person who does not practice self-
denial throughout that day shall be cut off from his kin; and whoever does any work 
throughout the day, I will cause that person to perish from among his people.  

Leviticus 23:26-29 
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Mishnah:  In the case of a pregnant woman who smells food on Yom Kippur, they 
should feed her until her soul returns to normal.  In the case of a sick person, they 
should feed him according to the directions of the knowledgeable ones.  And if there 
are no knowledgeable ones nearby, then they should feed him according to his wishes 
until he says, “Enough!”

Mishnah Yoma 8:5 

Gemarra:  Our Rabbis taught:  In the case of the pregnant woman---whether she 
smelled kosher meat or non-kosher  meat---they should dip a piece of straw in some 
juice  and place it in her mouth.  If her mind calms down, then it is good.  If her mind 
does not calm down, then they should bring her the whole juice.   If her mind calms 
down, then it is good. If her mind does not calm down, then they should bring her the 
permitted fat of animals---for you do not have anything that stands between saving a 
life except for idolatry, sexual sins, and murder.   Yoma 82a


3) The Story of the Ugly Man


It once happened that Rabbi Elazar the son of Rabbi Shimon was coming from his 
teacher’s house in Migdal Gedor.  He was riding on a donkey alongside the river, 
feeling very proud of himself because he had studied a great deal of Torah.  He 
happened to meet a man who was extremely ugly.  The man said, “Shalom to you, my 
teacher.”  But Rabbi Elazar the son of Rabbi Shimon did not answer his greeting.  
Instead, he said, “How ugly is that man!  Is everyone in your city as ugly as you are?”  
The man replied, “I don’t know, but go and say to the Craftsman who made me, ‘How 
ugly is this utensil you have made!’”  When Rabbi Elazar the son of Rabbi Shimon 
realized he had done wrong, he dismounted from the donkey and said, “I humble 
myself before you.  Forgive me.”  The man said to him, “I will not forgive you until you 
go to the Craftsman who made me, and say, ‘How ugly is this utensil you have made!’”  
The rabbi continued walking behind him until they came to the rabbi’s city.  The 
townspeople came out, calling out greetings, saying, “Shalom to you, my Rabbi, my 
Rabbi, my teacher, my teacher.”  The man said, “Whom are you calling, ‘My Rabbi, My 
Rabbi?’”  They said to him, “We are referring to this one who is walking behind you.”  
He said, “If this one is a rabbi, I hope there will not be many more like him among the 
Jews.”  They said to him, “Why is that?”  He said to them, “He did such-and-such a 
thing to me.”  They said to him, “Nevertheless, forgive him, because he is a great 
person for his Torah-knowledge.”  He said to them, “For your sakes I will forgive him, 
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but do not let him get into the habit of doing such things.”  Rabbi Elazar the son of 
Rabbi Shimon immediately went into the place of Torah-study and taught, “A person 
should always be soft as a reed, and not as hard as a cedar.  It is because of this 
quality that reeds have been privileged to be selected as pens with which Torah 
scrolls, Tefillin, and Mezuzot are written.” Talmud: Ta’anit 20a-b


4) Too Much Mourning


Our Sages taught: When the Temple was destroyed for the second time, large numbers 
in Yisrael became ascetics who decided neither to eat meat nor to drink wine. Rabbi 
Yehoshua got into conversation with them and said to them: “My sons, why do you not 
eat meat nor drink wine?" The ascetics said to him: "Shall we eat meat which used to 
be brought as an offering on the altar which is now abolished? Shall we drink wine 
which used to be poured as a libation on the altar, which is now abolished?" He said to 
them: "If so, we should not eat bread, because the meal offerings have ceased!" They 
said: “We can manage with fruit.” He said: “We should not eat fruit because there is no 
longer an offering of first fruits! They said: we can manage with other fruits.” He said: 
“We should not drink water, because there is no longer any ceremony of the pouring of 
water!” They were silent.  


R. Yehoshua said to them: “My sons, come and I will tell you. Not to mourn at all is 
impossible, because the decree has been decreed. To mourn too much is also 
impossible, because we do not impose a decree on the community which the 
majority cannot endure… Rather, thus said the Sages: A man may stucco his house, 
but he should leave a little bare… A man can prepare the needs of a banquet, but he 
should leave out an item or two... A woman can prepare all her ornaments, but leave 
out a small item… As it is said: "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, Let my right hand forget 
its cunning, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth if I remember thee not, if I 
prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy" (Psalms 137:5-6).


What is meant by "my chief joy"? R. Yitzhak said: This is symbolized by the burnt 
ashes which we place on the head of a bridegroom… Talmud: Bava Batra 60b
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5) Did God Command Us To Observe Hanukkah?


Background: Asher Kidshanu B’mitzvotav, Seeing vs Lighting, Positive-Historical 
Judaism


Rabbi Yirmiyahu said:  One who sees the Hanukkah light, even if one has not yet lit a 
hanukkiah in one’s home, must still recite the blessing.  What blessing does one recite?  
Rav Yehudah answered:  On the first day, one who kindles the light must recite three 
blessings; but one who only sees a Hanukkah light must only recite two blessings.


What is the first blessing? “Blessed are You Adonai our God...who has made us holy 
through the mitzvot and commanded us to kindle the light of Hanukkah.”  


But, since the holiday of Hanukkah is not mentioned in the Tanakh, where do we learn 
that God commanded us? 


The commandment is deduced from Deuteronomy 17:11,


8If a case is too baffling for you to decide, be it a controversy over homicide, civil law, 
or assault---matters of dispute in your courts---you shall promptly go to the place that 
Adonai your God will have chosen, 9and appear before the priests...and present your 
problem.  When they have announced to your the verdict in the case, 10you shall 
carry out the verdict that is announced to you from that place that Adonai chose, 
observing scrupulously all their instructions to you.  11You shall act in accordance with 
the instructions given you and the ruling handed down to you; you must not deviate 
from the verdict that they announce to you either to the right or to the left.


Rabbi Nahman bar Yitzhak offered a different verse, Deut. 32:7, “Remember the days 
of old, consider the years of ages past; Ask your father, he will inform you, your elders 
they will tell you.”  Sukkah 46a


6)   Rabbi Yohanan and Resh Lakish


One day Rabbi Yohanan was bathing in the Jordan. Resh Lakish, a gladiator and thief,  
saw him and gracefully jumped into the Jordan after him. Said Rabbi Yohanan to him, 
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“Your strength should be used for Torah.” Retorted Resh Lakish, “Your beauty should 
be for women.” Rabbi Yohanan said to him, “If you will abandon your ways, I will give 
you my sister in marriage who is even more beautiful than I am.” Resh Lakish agreed; 
he then wanted to turn around to collect his weapons but suddenly he could not jump 
as far as he did before, for as soon as he committed himself to live by the spiritual 
values of the Torah his physical strength waned.  Rabbi Yohanan  taught him the 
Torah and Jewish Law,  and Resh Lakish became a Torah scholar and the study  
partner (hevruta)  of Rabbi Yohanan.


One day Resh Lakish and Rabbi Yohanan had a dispute in  the House of Study  about  
a teaching in the Talmud that says: “A sword, a knife, a dagger, a spear, a hand-scythe, 
at what point can they become ritually impure?  When their manufacturing process is 
completed, and they are finished utensils. And at what point are they considered 
finished utensils?” Rabbi Yohanan said: “When they are hardened in the furnace.” Resh 
Lakish said: “When they have been made to shine by  dipping them in water.” 


Referring to Resh Lakish’s past,  Rabbi Yohanan said to Resh Lakish, “A robber knows 
his trade,”---meaning as a former thief you are an expert on weapons’ production.” 


Deeply hurt, Resh Lakish retorted, “What good have you done me? I was the head of a 
gang of bandits where they called me Master, and here they call me Master!” Rabbi 
Yohanan shot back, “I did you a lot of good, for I brought you under the wings of God!” 


Rabbi Yohanan was very saddened by Resh Lakish’s remark, and as a result  Resh 
Lakish became sick. 


Rabbi Yohanan’s sister, Resh Lakish’s wife came and cried to Rabbi Yohanan, “Please 
pray for my husband! Do it for the sake of my children!” He replied, “Leave your 
orphans; I will sustain them!” (Jeremiah 49:11). 


“Don’t let me become a widow!” she cried. “Your widows can depend on me,” (ibid.) 
Rabbi Yohanan replied. 


Rabbi Yohanan refused to listen to his own sister’s plea. Subsequently Resh Lakish 
died.


Rabbi Yohanan was very upset when he realized how much he missed Resh Lakish as 
a study partner. Said the Rabbis, “Who will go and console Rabbi Yohanan? Let Rabbi 
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Elazar ben Pedat go and be his new study partner for he is very clever.” So Rabbi 
Elazar ben Pedat went and sat before Rabbi Yohanan, and they tried learning together. 
Anything that Rabbi Yohanan said, Rabbi Elazar ben  Pedat told him, “You are 
absolutely right. There is an ancient teaching  that supports your view.” Rabbi Yohanan 
exclaimed, “And you want to replace Resh Lakish! When I said something to Resh 
Lakish he did not tell me, ‘You are right’; he would ask me twenty-four questions, and I 
would give him twenty-four answers, and as a result, the entire subject became clearer. 
Why do you say, ‘You are right. There is an ancient teaching that supports your view.’ 
Don’t I know myself that what I am saying is right?” 


So Rabbi Yohanan went and ripped his clothes, crying, “Where are you, Resh Lakish. 
Where are you, Resh Lakish!” He kept on crying until he lost his mind. Seeing him in 
this condition,  the Rabbis prayed for mercy for Rabbi Yohanan, and he died.   Bava Metzia 
84a-b 

—- 

Rabbi Ḥama, son of Rabbi Ḥanina, said: “What is the meaning of that which is written: 
“Iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend” (Proverbs 27:17)?” 


This verse comes to tell you that just as with these iron implements, one sharpens the 
other when they are rubbed against each other, so too, when Torah scholars study 
together, they sharpen one another in halakhah. 


Rabba bar bar Ḥana said: “Why are matters of Torah compared to fire, as it is stated: 
“Is not My word like fire, says Adonai” (Jeremiah 23:29)? To tell you: Just as fire does not 
ignite in a lone stick of wood but in a pile of kindling, so too, matters of Torah are not 
retained and understood properly by a lone scholar who studies alone, but by a group 
of Sages.  Taanit 7a:8-9


7) The Torah Is Not In Heaven or Voices-Shmoices 

An oven that was cut into parts and sand was placed between the parts, Rabbi Eliezer 
maintained that it is pure (i.e., not susceptible to ritual impurity). The other Sages said 
that it is susceptible to ritual impurity.... 
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On that day, Rabbi Eliezer brought them all sorts of proofs, but they were rejected. 
Said R. Eliezer to them: "If the law is as I say, may the carob tree prove it." The carob 
tree was uprooted from its place a distance of 100 cubits. Others say, 400 cubits. Said 
they to him: "One cannot prove anything from a carob tree." 

Said Rabbi Eliezer to them: "If the law is as I say, may the aqueduct prove it." The water 
in the aqueduct began to flow backwards. Said they to him: "One cannot prove anything 
from an aqueduct." 

Said he to them: "If the law is as I say, then may the walls of the house of study prove 
it." The walls of the house of study began to cave in. Rabbi Yehoshua rebuked them, "If 
Torah scholars are debating a point of Jewish law, what are your qualifications to 
intervene?" The walls did not fall, in deference to Rabbi Yehoshua, nor did they 
straighten up, in deference to Rabbi Eliezer. They still stand there at a slant. 

Said he to them: "If the law is as I say, may it be proven from heaven!" There then 
issued a heavenly voice which proclaimed: "What do you want of Rabbi Eliezer — the 
law is as he says..." 

Rabbi Yehoshua stood on his feet and said: "'The Torah is not in heaven!' ... We take 
no notice of heavenly voices, since You, God, have already, at Sinai, written in the 
Torah to 'follow the majority.'" 

Rabbi Natan subsequently met Elijah the Prophet and asked him: "What did God do at 
that moment?" Elijah replied: "God smiled and said: 'My children have triumphed over 
Me, My children have triumphed over Me.’" Bava Metzia 59a-b 

8) Moshe and Rabbi Akiva


Rav Yehudah says that Rav says: When Moshe ascended on High, he found the Holy 
One, Blessed be God, sitting and tying crowns on the letters of the Torah. Moshe said 
before God: “Master of the Universe, who is preventing You from giving the Torah 
without these crowns? God said to him: “There is a man who is destined to be born 
after several generations, and Akiva ben Yosef is his name; he is destined to derive 
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from each and every thorn of these crowns mounds upon mounds of halakhot. It is 
for his sake that the crowns must be added to the letters of the Torah.”


Moshe said before God: “Master of the Universe, show him to me." God said to him: 
Turn around.”  Moshe went and sat at the end of the eighth row in Rabbi Akiva’s study 
hall and did not understand what they were saying. Moshe’s strength waned, as he 
thought his Torah knowledge was deficient. 


When Rabbi Akiva arrived at the discussion of one matter, his students said to him: 
“My teacher, from where do you derive this?” Rabbi Akiva said to them: “It is a 
halakhah transmitted to Moshe from Mt. Sinai.”


When Moshe heard this, his mind was put at ease, as this too was part of the Torah 
that he was to receive. 


Moshe returned and came before the Holy One, Blessed be God, and said before God: 
“Master of the Universe, You have a man as great as this and yet You still choose to 
give the Torah through me. Why?” God said to him: “Be silent; this is My will.”


Moshe said before God: “Master of the Universe, You have shown me Rabbi Akiva’s 
Torah, now show me his reward.” God said to him: “Return to where you were.” 


Moshe went back and saw that they were weighing Rabbi Akiva’s flesh in a butcher 
shop, as Rabbi Akiva was tortured to death by the Romans. Moshe said before God: 
“Master of the Universe, this is Torah and this is its reward? God said to him: Be silent; 
this is My will.” Menahot 29b
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9) Beit Hillel vs Beit Shammai



משנה אבות ה׳:י״ז
 ּכָל מַחֲלֹוֶקת ׁשֶהִיא לְׁשֵם ׁשָמַיִם, סֹופָּה לְהִתְַקּיֵם. וְׁשֶאֵינָּה לְׁשֵם ׁשָמַיִם, אֵין סֹופָּה לְהִתְַקּיֵם. אֵיזֹו הִיא (יז)


.מַחֲלֹוֶקת ׁשֶהִיא לְׁשֵם ׁשָמַיִם, זֹו מַחֲלֹוֶקת הִּלֵל וְׁשַּמַאי

A)

Every argument that is [for the sake of] heaven's name, it is destined to endure. But if it 
is not for the sake of heaven's name -- it is not destined to endure. What is an example 
of an argument in the name of heaven? The argument of Hillel and Shammai. Pirke Avot 5:17



יבמות י״ד ב:ד׳-י׳
 אע"פ שנחלקו ב"ש וב"ה ... ללמדך שחיבה וריעות נוהגים זה בזה, לקיים מה שנאמר (זכריה ח, יט) 


.האמת והשלום אהבו

B) 


Although Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagreed (on many critical issues) ... 
nevertheless .. they behaved with love and friendship toward one another, as it says in 
Zecharia, "TRUTH and PEACE they loved" (8:19).  Yevamot 14b:4-10



עירובין י״ג ב:כ״ח-ל״ב
 שלש שנים נחלקו ב"ש וב"ה, הללו אומרים "הלכה כמותנו" והללו אומרים "הלכה כמותנו."  יצאה בת

 קול ואמרה "אלו ואלו דברי אלהים חיים הן, והלכה כב"ה." וכי מאחר שאלו ואלו דברי אלהים חיים,
 מפני מה זכו ב"ה לקבוע הלכה כמותן? מפני שנוחין ועלובין היו ושונין דבריהן ודברי ב"ש. ולא עוד


אלא שמקדימין דברי ב"ש לדבריהן

C) 


For three years, the House of Hillel and the House of Shammai argued. One said, 'The 
halakhah(law) is according to our position,' and the other said, 'The halakhah is according to 
our position.' A heavenly voice spoke: "These and those are the words of the living God, and 
the halakhah is according to the House of Hillel." A question was raised: Since the heavenly 
voice declared: "Both these and those are the words of the Living God," why was the halakhah 
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established to follow the opinion of Hillel? It is because the students of Hillel were kind and 
gracious. They taught their own ideas as well as the ideas from the students of Shammai. 
Furthermore, they even taught  Shammai's opinions first.  Eruvin 13b:10-11



משנה שבת א׳:ד׳
 ואלו מן ההלכות שאמרו בעליית חנניה בן חזקיה בן גריון כשעלו לבקרו. נמנו ורבו בית שמאי על (ד)


 .בית הלל, ושמונה עשר דברים גזרו בו ביום

D) 


On a certain day in the attic of Hananiah ben Hizkiyah ben Guryon when the rabbis... 
called the roll and found that members of Beit Shammai outnumbered those of Beit 
Hillel, Beit Shammai decreed eighteen regulations on that day. Mishnah Shabbat 1:4 


שבת ל״א א:ה׳-ט׳
 ת"ר מעשה בנכרי אחד שבא לפני שמאי אמר לו כמה תורות יש לכם אמר לו שתים תורה שבכתב ותורה שבעל פה א"ל

 שבכתב אני מאמינך ושבעל פה איני מאמינך גיירני ע"מ שתלמדני תורה שבכתב גער בו והוציאו בנזיפה בא לפני הלל גייריה
 יומא קמא א"ל א"ב ג"ד למחר אפיך ליה א"ל והא אתמול לא אמרת לי הכי א"ל לאו עלי דידי קא סמכת דעל פה נמי סמוך
 עלי: שוב מעשה בנכרי אחד שבא לפני שמאי א"ל גיירני ע"מ שתלמדני כל התורה כולה כשאני עומד על רגל אחת דחפו

 באמת הבנין שבידו בא לפני הלל גייריה אמר לו דעלך סני לחברך לא תעביד זו היא כל התורה כולה ואידך פירושה הוא זיל
 גמור. שוב מעשה בנכרי אחד שהיה עובר אחורי בית המדרש ושמע קול סופר שהיה אומר (שמות כח, ד) ואלה הבגדים אשר
 יעשו חושן ואפוד אמר הללו למי אמרו לו לכהן גדול אמר אותו נכרי בעצמו אלך ואתגייר בשביל שישימוני כהן גדול בא לפני

 שמאי אמר ליה גיירני על מנת שתשימני כהן גדול דחפו באמת הבנין שבידו בא לפני הלל גייריה א"ל כלום מעמידין מלך אלא
 מי שיודע טכסיסי מלכות לך למוד טכסיסי מלכות הלך וקרא כיון שהגיע (במדבר א, נא) והזר הקרב יומת אמר ליה מקרא זה

 על מי נאמר א"ל אפי' על דוד מלך ישראל נשא אותו גר קל וחומר בעצמו ומה ישראל שנקראו בנים למקום ומתוך אהבה
 שאהבם קרא להם (שמות ד, כב) בני בכורי ישראל כתיב עליהם והזר הקרב יומת גר הקל שבא במקלו ובתרמילו על אחת

 כמה וכמה בא לפני שמאי א"ל כלום ראוי אני להיות כהן גדול והלא כתיב בתורה והזר הקרב יומת בא לפני הלל א"ל ענוותן
 הלל ינוחו לך ברכות על ראשך שהקרבתני תחת כנפי השכינה לימים נזדווגו שלשתן למקום אחד אמרו קפדנותו של שמאי


:בקשה לטורדנו מן העולם ענוותנותו של הלל קרבנו תחת כנפי השכינה

E) 


The Rabbis taught: It happened that a gentile came before Shammai and asked: “How 
many Torahs do you have?” [Shammai] replied, “Two. A Written Torah and an Oral 
Torah.” [The gentile] said: “I trust you regarding the Written Torah, but I do not trust you 
regarding the Oral Torah. Convert me on condition that you teach me the Written 
Torah.” [Shammai] admonished him and angrily removed him. [The Gentile] came 
before Hillel. He converted him. The first day, [Hillel] taught him “Alef-bet-gimel-daled.” 
The next day, he reversed the order. [The convert] said to him, “But yesterday you did 
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not say that!” [Hillel] said to him, “Didn’t you rely on me? Rely on me regarding the Oral 
Law as well.”

It happened again that a gentile came before Shammai and said: “Convert me on 
condition that you teach me the whole Torah while I stand on one foot.” He pushed him 
away with the yardstick in his hand. He came before Hillel. He converted him. He said: 
“What is hateful to you, do not do to your friend – this is the entire Torah. The rest is 
commentary. Go learn.”

... He came to Hillel and said, “Patient Hillel, blessings on your head, for you brought 
me under the wings of the divine presence.” The [converts] eventually met in one place. 
They said: “Shammai’s severity sought to drive us from the world. Hillel’s patience 
brought us under the wings of the divine presence.”   Shabbat 31a:5-9


 וההיא דפ"ב דשבת (דף לא.) ההוא דאתא לקמיה דהלל ואמר גיירני ע"מ לעשות כ"ג בטוח היה הלל

דסופו לעשות לשם שמים

But in the second chapter of Shabbat there is the one who came to Hillel and asked to 
be converted on condition that he be made high priest. Hillel was certain that it would 
ultimately be for heaven’s sake.  Tosafot ad loc.
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