Shema & It’s Blessing
Blessing #1 - Creation

I.

God’s Justice - Theodicy
a. Intellectual vs. Existential Responses
b. Human Freedom
c. Biblical View – Suffering as Retribution
d. Job – Dayan Ha’emet – We cannot know
e. Universal vs. Individual punishment (V’haya Im Shemoa)
f. Rabbinic Doctrine – Eschatology
g. Kushner – Limited Theology
h. Rubenstein – “The Death of God”
i. Buber – Eclipse of God

Reading #1
“Who are you to try to package Me, to try to fit Me into your human and
moral categories? What kind of a God would I be if you could
understand Me? I am God and you are a simple human being. What
seems to you to be good or evil, just or unjust, purposive or nonpurposive, rational or irrational are simply your own, puny human
conceptualizations. My reality totally transcends them all. Don’t try to
account for My behavior.”

Reading #2
“May His great name be magnified and sanctified in the world that is to
be created anew, where he will revive the dead, and raise them to
eternal life; and will rebuild the city of Jerusalem, and establish His
Temple in its midst; and will uproot all alien worship from the earth,
and restore the worship of Heaven to its place.”

Reading #3
A simple man came to the synagogue once. During most of the service,
he just sat and listened, for he did not know very much. He could not
even read the Hebrew from the prayer book.
All around him the members of the congregation were standing in
prayer, each man speaking with god in a whisper. And the simple man
wished to speak with God too. He wished to tell God what a magnificent
world He had made. He wished to thank the Lord for the blessings of
health and life. But he could not find the right words to say.
When he thought his heart would break form shame and sadness, he
said, “O God, I cannot speak a beautiful prayer for You because I am a
simple man I have forgotten what I studied. I am not good with words.
But You, O Lord, You know how to do everything. So, I will give You the
Alef Bet and You can make a beautiful prayer for Yourself.” Then he
recited “Alef, Bet, Gimel, Dalet…”

.אשׁית
ִ וּבְ טוּבוֹ ְמחַ דֵּ שׁ בְּ כָל יוֹם ָתּ ִמיד מַ עֲשֵׂ ה בְ ֵר
In your goodness, day after day, You renew creation

,וּמב ָֹרְך בְּ פִ י כָּל נְשָׁ מָ ה
ְ  בָּ רוְּך,ֲשׂים
ִ ֵאל ָאדוֹן עַ ל כָּל הַ מַּ ע
.וּתבוּנָה סֹבְ ִבים אוֹתוֹ
ְ  ַדּעַ ת,ָגּ ְדלוֹ וְ טוּבוֹ מָ לֵא עוֹלָם
Creation reflects the rule of God, who is praised by the breath of all life.
God’s greatness and goodness fill the universe,
Knowledge and wisdom encircle God’s presence.

, וְ נ ְֶהדָּ ר בְּ כָבוֹד עַ ל הַ מֶּ ְרכָּבָ ה,קּדֶ שׁ
ֹ ַהַ ִמּ ְתגּ ֶָאה עַ ל חַ יּוֹת ה
. ֶחסֶ ד וְ ַרחֲ ִמים לִפְ נֵי כְ בוֹדוֹ,וּמישׁוֹר לִפְ נֵי כִ ְסאוֹ
ִ זְ כוּת
Exalted is God by creatures celestial,
enhanced and adorned by the mysteries of heaven.
God’s throne is guarded by truth and purity;
God is surrounded by mercy and love.

, ְיצָ ָרם בְּ ַדעַ ת בְּ בִ ינָה וּבְ הַ ְשׂכֵּל,ֹלהינוּ
ֵ ֱטוֹבִ ים ְמאוֹרוֹת שֶׁ בָּ ָרא א
.מוֹשׁלִים בְּ ֶק ֶרב ֵתּבֵ ל
ְ
 ִל ְהיוֹת,בוּרה נ ַָתן בָּ הֶ ם
ָ ְֹכּחַ וּג
Good are the lights our God has created,
Fashioning them with insight and wisdom.
Endowed by God with power and vigor,
They maintain dominion amidst the world.

, ָנ ֶאה זִ יוָם בְּ כָל הָ עוֹלָם,יקים ֹנגַהּ
ִ ִוּמפ
ְ ְמל ִֵאים זִ יו
. ע ִשׂים ְבּאֵ ימָ ה ְרצוֹן קוֹנָם,ְשׂמֵ ִחים בְּ צֵ אתָ ם וְ שָׂ ִשׂים ְבּבוֹאָ ם
Abounding in splendor, emanating brilliance,
their radiant light adorns the universe.
Rejoicing in rising, gladly setting, they rush to obey their Creator’s will.

, צָ הֳ לָה וְ ִרנָּה לְזֵ כֶר מַ לְכוּתוֹ,ִשׁמוֹ
ְ נוֹתנִים ל
ְ פְּ ֵאר וְ כָבוֹד
.צוּרת הַ לְּבָ נָה
ַ  ָר ָאה וְ ִה ְת ִקין,ָק ָרא ל ֶַשּׁמֶ שׁ ַויִּזְ ַרח אוֹר
God is acclaimed by beauty and glory,
God’s sovereignty sung by celebration and song.
God summoned the sun, whose light shone forth,
Then gave to the moon its cyclical glow

,נוֹתנִים לוֹ כָּל צְ בָ א מָ רוֹם
ְ ֶשׁבַ ח
.קּדֶ שׁ
ֹ ַ ְשׂ ָרפִ ים וְ אוֹ ַפנִּים וְ חַ יּוֹת ה,ִתּפְ ֶא ֶרת וּגְ ֻדלָּה
The stars and planets, all bodies of the heavens
Acclaim God with praise; celestial creatures give glory and greatness.

 וְ ֻכלָּם ע ִֹשׂים בְּ ֵאימָ ה,בּוֹרים
ִ ִ ֻכּלָּם גּ,רוּרים
ִ ְ ֻכּלָּם בּ,ֻכּלָּם אֲ הוּבִ ים
,פּוֹת ִחים ֶאת פִּ יהֶ ם בִּ ְקדֻשָּׁ ה וּבְ טָ הֳ ָרה
ְ  וְ ֻכלָּם.וּבְ י ְִר ָאה ְרצוֹן קוֹנָם
,וּמפָאֲ ִרים וּמַ ע ֲִריצִ ים
ְ ,וּמשַׁ בְּ ִחים
ְ וּמבָ ְרכִ ים
ְ ,ירה וּבְ זִ ְמ ָרה
ָ בְּ ִשׁ
:ישׁים וּמַ ְמלִיכִ ים
ִ וּמַ ְק ִדּ
In chorus they (the angels) reverently chant words of the living God, the eternal
Sovereign. Adoring, beloved , and choice are they all, in awe fulfilling their
Creator’s will. In purity and sanctity they raise their voices in song and psalm,
praising, extolling and exalting, declaring the power, holiness and majesty:

. ָקדוֹשׁ הוּא,נּוֹרא
ָ ַ הַ גִּ בּוֹר וְ ה, הַ ֶמּלְֶך הַ גָּדוֹל,ֶאת שֵׁ ם הָ ֵאל
נוֹתנִים ְרשׁוּת זֶה
ְ ְ ו,וְ ֻכלָּם ְמ ַקבְּ לִים ֲעלֵיהֶ ם עֹל מַ לְכוּת שָׁ ַמיִם זֶה ִמזֶּה
 ְקדֻשָּׁ ה,רוּרה וּבִ נְעִ ימָ ה
ָ ְ בְּ שָׂ פָה ב, ַ לְהַ ְק ִדּישׁ לְיוֹצְ ָרם בְּ נַ חַ ת רוּח,ָלזֶה
:אוֹמ ִרים בְּ י ְִר ָאה
ְ ְֻכּלָּם כְּ ֶאחָ ד עוֹנִים ו
Of God, the great, mighty, awesome Sovereign, the Holy One, one to another they
vow loyalty to God’s sovereignty; one with another they join to hallow their
Creator with serenity, pure speech, and sacred song,
in in unison chanting with reverence.

. ְמל ֹא כָל הָ ָא ֶרץ כְּ בוֹדוֹ, הי צְ בָ אוֹת, ָקדוֹשׁ, ָקדוֹשׁ,ָקדוֹשׁ
Holy, holy, holy, Adonai Tz’vaot, the grandeur of the world is God’s glory.

,ַשּׂ ִאים ְלעֻמַּ ת ְשׂ ָרפִ ים
ְ קּדֶ שׁ בְּ ַרעַ שׁ גָּדוֹל ִמ ְתנ
ֹ ַוְ הָ אוֹ ַפנִּים וְ חַ יּוֹת ה
:אוֹמ ִרים
ְ ְְלעֻמָּ ָתם ְמשַׁ בְּ ִחים ו
As the prophet’s vision, soaring celestial creatures exclaim,
Responding with a chorus of adoration:

.בָּ רוְּך כְּ בוֹד הי ִמ ְמּקוֹמוֹ
Praised is the glory of Adonai throughout the universe.

