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Rosh Hashanah Themes
n Names

n Rosh Hashanah—The Beginning of the Year
n Yom T’ruah—Day of the Shofar’s Call 
n Yom Hadin—Judgment Day
n Yom Harat Ha’Olam—The “Birthday” of the World
n Yom Hazikaron—The Day of Remembrance

n Themes
n Malchuyot—God’s Sovereignty
n Zichronot, Yizkor, Eleh Ezk’rah—Remembrances
n Shofarot



Rosh Hashanah Readings
Talmud Bavli, Megillah 31a

On Rosh Hashanah they read the portion of “On the seventh month on the 
first of the month” (Num. 29:1-6) and they read as the haftarah “Is Ephraim 
My dear son?” (Jer. 31:1-20), as it contains the verse: “I earnestly remember 
him still,” which recalls God’s love for His people. And some say that they read 
“And the Lord visited Sarah” (Genesis 21), which describes how God blessed 
her that she should have a child, and, according to tradition, God blessed her 
on Rosh Hashanah. And they read as the haftarah from the account of 
Hannah (I Sam. 1:1–2:10), who, according to tradition, was also blessed on 
Rosh Hashanah that she should have a child. 
The Gemara comments: And nowadays, when there are two days of Rosh 
Hashanah, on the first day they read Genesis 21 in accordance with the 
opinion cited as: Some say. And on the next day they read “And God tested 
Abraham” (Genesis 22), in order to mention the merit of the binding of Isaac 
on the day of God’s judgment, and they read as the haftarah “Is Ephraim My 
dear son?” 



Torah Readings
Traditional:  Genesis 22:1-24
Maftir:         Numbers 29:1-6



Genesis 22:1-24
1. Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test. 

He said to him, “Abraham,” and he answered, “Here 
I am.” 

2. And He said, “Take your son, your favored one, 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
heights that I will point out to you.” 

3. So early next morning, Abraham saddled his ass and 
took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. 
He split the wood for the burnt offering, and he set 
out for the place of which God had told him. 



Genesis 22:1-24
4. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place from 

afar. 
5. Then Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here with the 

ass. The boy and I will go up there; we will worship and we 
will return to you.” 

6. Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and put it on his 
son Isaac. He himself took the firestone and the knife; and the 
two walked off together. 

7. Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he 
answered, “Yes, my son.” And he said, “Here are the firestone 
and the wood; but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?”



Genesis 22:1-24
8. And Abraham said, “God will see to the sheep for His 

burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them walked 
on together. 

9. They arrived at the place of which God had told him. 
Abraham built an altar there; he laid out the wood; 
he bound his son Isaac; he laid him on the altar, on 
top of the wood. 

10. And Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son. 



Genesis 22:1-24
11. Then an angel of the LORD called to him from heaven: 

“Abraham! Abraham!” And he answered, “Here I am.” 
12. And he said, “Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do 

anything to him. For now I know that you fear God, since you 
have not withheld your son, your favored one, from Me.” 

13. When Abraham looked up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in 
the thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram 
and offered it up as a burnt offering in place of his son. 

14. And Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh, whence the 
present saying, “On the mount of the LORD there is vision.”



Genesis 22:1-24
15. The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from 

heaven, 
16. and said, “By Myself I swear, the LORD declares: Because you 

have done this and have not withheld your son, your favored 
one, 

17. I will bestow My blessing upon you and make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven and the 
sands on the seashore; and your descendants shall seize the 
gates of their foes. 

18. All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your 
descendants, because you have obeyed My command.” 

19. Abraham then returned to his servants, and they departed 
together for Beer-sheba; and Abraham stayed in Beer-sheba.



Genesis 22:1-24
20. Some time later, Abraham was told, “Milcah too has 

borne children to your brother Nahor: 
21. Uz the first-born, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel

the father of Aram; 
22. and Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel”—
23. Bethuel being the father of Rebekah. These eight 

Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 
24. And his concubine, whose name was Reumah, also 

bore children: Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah. 



Maftir:  Numbers 29:1-6
1. In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe 

a sacred occasion: you shall not work at your occupations. You shall 
observe it as a day when the horn is sounded. 

2. You shall present a burnt offering of pleasing odor to the LORD: one 
bull of the herd, one ram, and seven yearling lambs, without blemish. 

3. The meal offering with them—choice flour with oil mixed in—shall be: 
three-tenths of a measure for a bull, two-tenths for a ram, 

4. and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs. 
5. And there shall be one goat for a sin offering, to make expiation in 

your behalf—
6. in addition to the burnt offering of the new moon with its meal offering 

and the regular burnt offering with its meal offering, each with its 
libation as prescribed, offerings by fire of pleasing odor to the LORD.



Haftarah
Jeremiah 31:2-20



Jeremiah 31:2-20
2. Thus said the LORD: The people escaped from the 

sword, found favor in the wilderness; when Israel was 
marching homeward 

3. The LORD revealed Himself to me of old. Eternal love I 
conceived for you then; therefore I continue My grace 
to you. 

4. I will build you firmly again, O Maiden Israel! Again 
you shall take up your timbrels and go forth to the 
rhythm of the dancers. 

5. Again you shall plant vineyards on the hills of Samaria; 
Men shall plant and live to enjoy them. 



Jeremiah 31:2-20
6. For the day is coming when watchmen shall proclaim on the 

heights of Ephraim: Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our 
God! 

7. For thus said the LORD: Cry out in joy for Jacob, shout at the 
crossroads of the nations! Sing aloud in praise, and say: Save, O 
LORD, Your people, the remnant of Israel. 

8. I will bring them in from the northland, gather them from the ends 
of the earth— the blind and the lame among them, those with 
child and those in labor— in a vast throng they shall return here. 

9. They shall come with weeping, and with compassion will I guide 
them. I will lead them to streams of water, by a level road where 
they will not stumble. For I am ever a Father to Israel, Ephraim is 
My first-born. 



Jeremiah 31:2-20
10. Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and tell it in the isles afar. 

Say: He who scattered Israel will gather them, and will guard them 
as a shepherd his flock. 

11. For the LORD will ransom Jacob, redeem him from one too strong 
for him. 

12. They shall come and shout on the heights of Zion, radiant over the 
bounty of the LORD— over new grain and wine and oil, and over 
sheep and cattle. They shall fare like a watered garden, they shall 
never languish again. 

13. Then shall maidens dance gaily, young men and old alike. I will 
turn their mourning to joy, I will comfort them and cheer them in 
their grief. 



Jeremiah 31:2-20
14. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and My people 

shall enjoy My full bounty —declares the LORD. 
15. Thus said the LORD: A cry is heard in Ramah— wailing, 

bitter weeping— Rachel weeping for her children. She 
refuses to be comforted for her children, who are gone. 

16. Thus said the LORD: Restrain your voice from weeping, 
your eyes from shedding tears; for there is a reward for 
your labor —declares the LORD: They shall return from 
the enemy’s land. 

17. And there is hope for your future —declares the LORD: 
your children shall return to their country. 



Jeremiah 31:2-20
18. I can hear Ephraim lamenting: You have chastised me, and I 

am chastised like a calf that has not been broken. Receive 
me back, let me return, for You, O LORD, are my God. 

19. Now that I have turned back, I am filled with remorse; now 
that I am made aware, I strike my thigh. I am ashamed and 
humiliated, for I bear the disgrace of my youth. 

20. Truly, Ephraim is a dear son to Me, a child that is dandled! 
Whenever I have turned against him, My thoughts would 
dwell on him still. That is why My heart yearns for him; I will 
receive him back in love —declares the LORD.



Additional Readings



Machzor Lev Shalem
The Rabbinical Assembly, 2010, p. 103

An overarching theme of the Torah readings on Rosh Hashanah is life’s 
fragility.  Yesterday’s selection celebrated the birth of Isaac, but later Hagar 
and Ishmael faced death in the desert.  Conversely, today’s reading begins 
with the binding of Isaac—which the Rabbis called “the Akedah”; it ends with 
the birth of his future mate.  Once again, God intervenes with the gift of life.

The Akedah is one of the most enigmatic of biblical texts.  It has been seen as 
emblematic of Jewish experience, of faithfulness and martyrdom.  It has also 
been the subject of radically different interpretations; for example, some 
modern interpreters criticize Abraham for not protesting God’s demand, seeing 
Isaac as enduringly wounded, even though his life is saved at the conclusion 
of the tale.  Some ancient rabbinic readings, troubled by the moral questions 
found in the binding of Isaac, see Satan lurking in the background, testing 
Abraham much like Job, and some rabbis even put Job’s protests into 
Abraham’s mouth.  



Machzor Lev Shalem
The Rabbinical Assembly, 2010, p. 103 cont’d

What then is the nature of the test?  Perhaps the question was not of 
Abraham’s faithfulness, but whether Abraham would ultimately protest an 
unjust command.  Do we then read this passage on Rosh Hashanah because 
it records obedience to God’s will, or is it the underlying message one of God’s 
faithfulness—that God never desires the sacrifice of any human, or the death 
of Abrahams descendants?  Is Abraham a humble person of faith to be 
admired, or someone whose certainty in the truth of his vision almost led to 
tragic violence? Is Isaac’s willingness to die in faithfulness a model for what 
may be asked of us?  What demands does God make of us?  To what are we 
willing to submit ourselves?  In calling forth the association of the binding of 
Isaac and the ram that is substituted, the reading prepares us for the blowing 
of the ram’s horn, which raises the question:  To what does the shofar blast 
call us?



Machzor Lev Shalem
The Rabbinical Assembly, 2010, p. 113

The first verse of the Haftarah thematically connects this haftarah 
reading to the Adedah.  Every year “the people escape from the 
sword,” just as every year Isaac escapes the knife.  The end of the 
Haftarah strikes another note:  the message of repentance.  No 
matter what our misdeeds, no matter the nature of our mistakes, God 
will receive us back if we are truly contrite and if we choose to return 
to God…

In this Haftarah, as in the prophetic readings for the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah, a woman serves as a source of national redemption.  First 
we read of Hannah, the mother of Samuel, who guided the Jewish 
people from anarchy to monarchy; and now Rachel, whose weeping 
moved God to return her people to their land.



Mishkan Hanefesh:
Machzor for the Days of Awe, Rosh Hashanah, p. 254

The traditional haftarah for the second day of Rosh Hashanah 
focuses on t’shuvah in many dimensions:  penitence and remorse, 
physical and spiritual return.  Our Sages chose words of the 
prophet Jeremiah, who lived toward the end of the seventh century 
BCE, a period of intense political turmoil.  Caught between the 
empires of Egypt and Babylonia, the people of the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah were painfully aware of the destruction of the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel by Assyria a century before, when ten 
Israelite tribes were conquered and dispersed.  Addressing a 
people fearing for their future, Jeremiah begins by assuring them 
of God’s enduring concern for them…



Mishkan Hanefesh:
Machzor for the Days of Awe, Rosh Hashanah, p. 254, cont’d

The prophet offers a joyful vision of the return of the Northern 
exiles and a re-united Jewish nation…In this imagined future, the 
rupture between the Northern and Southern kingdoms will be 
healed, and a repentant Ephraim will return to God.  In a poignant 
image, Rachel, matriarch of the Jewish nation, weeps at the loss of 
her exiled children; but she receives this comforting reassurance:  
“There is hope for your future…”  The prophet ends by emphasizing 
that God’s love and forgiveness are infinite—powerful words of 
affirmation for all who seek to do t’shuvah.  Jeremiah’s vision of 
national reconciliation evokes our own hopes for personal and 
communal healing.


