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Israel:  
Dreaming of Deliverance

From the beaches of Tel Aviv to Jerusalem’s “Western Wall,” 

and from the sands of the Negev Desert to the snowy peaks 

and vineyards of the Golan, in this class we’ll explore the 

complicated and beautiful story of the re-birth of the  

Jewish State.

17
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People, Land, and State

AM  Yisrael

ERETZ  Yisrael

MEDINAT  Yisrael
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לִבִּי בְּמִזְרָח, וַאָנוֹכִי בְּסוֹף מַעֲרָב.
My heart is the East, and I am at the ends of the West.

Yehudah Ha-Levi (1075-1141)

”“
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MAP KEY

Jerusalem

Tel Aviv

Haifa

Eilat

Galilee

Beersheva/Negev

Golan Heights

West Bank

Gaza Strip
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� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � 
 � � �  � � � �  � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � � � � �

By the Rivers of Babylon 

Psalm 126

Psalm 137
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Ha-Tikvah
Israel’s National Anthem

כָּל עוֹד בַּלֵּבָב פְּנִימָה

�נֶפֶשׁ יְהוּדִי הוֹמִיָּה � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  �
וּלְפַאֲתֵי מִזְרָח, קָדִימָה

עַיִן לְצִיּוֹן צוֹפִיָּה

עוֹד לא אָבְדָה תִּקְוָתֵנו

הַתִּקְוָה בַּת שְׁנוֹת אַלְפַּיִם

!לִהְיוֹת עַם חָפְשִׁי בְּאַרְצֵנו � � " � � #  � $ � � � � � � % �  & " # ' � � ( �
(אֶרֶץ צִיּוֹן וִירוּשָׁלַיִם & � # ' * ' � � � � ( + � , � & � � �  -  � � �

Use your smartphone’s 

QR reader to hear Ha-Tikvah sung or

visit intro.aju.edu/music
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1890
The term “Zionism” is coined for 

the growing Jewish nationalist 

movement by Nathan Birnbaum, an 

Austrian publisher. 

1897 

First Zionist Congress convenes in Basel, Switzerland 

and gains the attention of many prominent Jews. 

1904 
The Second Aliyah begins. It consists mainly of 

young, secular, socialist Jews fleeing pogroms in 

Russia. About 40,000 immigrate at this time.

1862
Moses Hess writes Rome and 

Jerusalem — the first widely  

distributed Zionist book in Europe. 

1878 

Petach Tikvah, the first new Jewish settlement, is 

built. Naphtali Hirsch Imber writes “Hatikvah.”

1881 
Eliezer Ben Yehudah, the father of the 

modern Hebrew language, makes aliyah. 

1882 
The First Aliyah begins. This is a group 

composed almost entirely of Jews from 

Eastern Europe with some from Yemen. 

1894 

The Dreyfus Affair occurs in France. Theodor Herzl, a 

Hungarian-born secular Jew, covers the Dreyfus Affair 

as a journalist for an Austrian newspaper. He becomes 

convinced that the establishment of a Jewish State is a 

necessity for the survival of the Jewish People. 

1896 

Herzl publishes his first major  

Zionist pamphlet, Der Judenstaat 

(The Jewish State). 

1903
The Sixth Zionist Congress deadlocks 

on the question of whether to support 

the establishment of a Jewish State 

in Uganda.

1909 
Tel Aviv is established, as is 

the first kibbutz, Degania.

A Timeline of the 

Zionist Movement
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1941
The “Final Solution” begins in Poland. Over the 

next four years, six million Jews would be killed.

1950
The Knesset passes the “Law of Return” 

guaranteeing all Jews the right to make aliyah 

and claim immediate citizenship.

1920 1930 1940 1950

1917 
The beginning of the British Mandate. The British 

Army gained control of this area from the Ottomans 

as a result of the treaties ending World War I. In 

November, the British release a statement called The 

Balfour Declaration, officially giving support to the 

establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine.  

1939 

The British issue The White Paper, effectively cutting- 

off Jewish emigration to Palestine. WWII begins.

1920 
The Haganah is established as an underground 

military organization; it later becomes the basis 

of the Israel Defense Force (IDF).

1936 

The British Government suggests a Partition 

Plan that would lead to an Arab and a Jewish 

state within the current British Mandate. 

1947 

The UN approves United Nations General Assembly 

Resolution 181, which would split Palestine into two 

states, one Arab and one Jewish, with Jerusalem as 

an international city. It passes with 33 votes in favor, 

including the United States and the USSR, 13 against, 

and 10 (including the UK) abstaining. 

1945
WWII ends with Germany’s 

unconditional defeat. The 

world is shocked by graphic 

images from the liberated 

concentration camps.

1948 
The State if Israel declares its establishment on 

May 14th. The next day, five neighboring Arab 

countries — Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and 

Iraq — declare war, beginning the War of 

Independence, which lasts until January 1949. 

1949
First elections in Israel make David Ben 

Gurion Israel’s first Prime Minister.
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Declaration of the Establishment

of the State of Israel
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THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

WE APPEAL 

WE EXTEND 

WE APPEAL 

David Ben Gurion, the first Prime Minister of the State of Israel, reads 

the Declaration of Independence on May 14, 1948, in Tel Aviv, beneath 

a portrait of Theodor Hertzl, the founder of modern Zionism.
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1950

1970

2010

1990

MARCH 1979
Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty signed by 

Israeli PM Menachem Begin and 

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat

OCTOBER 1973
Yom Kippur War

1982
First Lebanon War

1987-1991
First Intifada, first large-scale 

uprising of Palestinians against 

Israeli rule in the West Bank 

and Gaza Strip

SEPTEMBER 1993
Oslo Declaration of Principles, first attempt at a nego-

tiated settlement between Israel and the Palestinians, 

signed by Israeli PM Yitzhak Rabin, Palestinian leader 

Yasir Arafat, and US President Bill Clinton

NOVEMBER 1995
Assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin by a radical 

Israeli Jew opposed to negotiations with the Palestinians 

SEPTEMBER 2000
2nd Intifada begins, second major uprising by 

Palestinians, with significant increase in both 

terror attacks against Israeli cilivians and Israeli 

military operations in the West Bank and Gaza 

MAY 14, 1948
Israel established

1948-1949
War of Independence1950

Law of Return passed in Israel’s 

Knesset, guaranteeing that 

all Jews can claim immediate 

citizenship in Israel 

JUNE 1967
Six Day War, Israel triples in size — gaining 

East Jerusalem, the Golan Heights, West 

Bank, Gaza Strip, and Sinai Penninusula 

— as well as direct control over about 1M 

Arabs now living in Israeli territory

1984-1985
Operation Moses, first airlift 

of Ethopian Jews to Israel. 

Would be completed in 1991 

with Operation Solomon

1990-1994
With the collapse 

of the USSR, more 

than 1M Russians 

immigrate to IsraelOCTOBER 1994
Jordan-Israel Peace Treaty

2000
Birthright Israel begins, over 

the past fifteen years has 

brought nearly half-a-million 

Jewish youth from around the 

world, ages 18-26, for a free, 

10-day experience in Israel

AUGUST 2005
Withdrawl from Gaza

OCTOBER 2011
Israeli solider Gilad Shalit released 

after five years of captivity in Gaza 

MARCH 1969
Golda Meir elected first female 

Prime Minister of Israel

Modern Israel Timeline (1948–Present)
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Something new I learned today about the State of Israel:

Something that challenges me about the State of Israel:

To me, the State of Israel means:

Reflection on Chapter 17
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Voices of Israel 

Yehuda Amichai (1924-2000) is recognized as one of Israel’s finest poets. His poems — wriEen in 

Hebrew — have been translated into forty languages, and volumes of his work have been pub-

lished in English, French, German, Swedish, Spanish, and Catalan. Translator Robert Alter has said: 

“Yehuda Amichai, it has been remarked with some justice, is the most widely translated Hebrew 

poet since King David.”
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Tourists 
by Yehuda Amichai
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Shirat ha-Sticker (Song of the Bumper Stickers) 
Words by David Grossman, Sung by Hadag Nahash

V W X Y Z [ \ ] ^ _ W X ] Y Z Y Z [ \ W ^` a b c d [ Z [ \ \ ] a [ c d ] e [ f Zg ^ f Z [ d [ h W Y ] Z Y Z [ \ W ^` a b \ ] c d [ Z [ \ \ ] h [ Y ] [ f Zi j a Y Z [ \ W ^ j ^ [ X [ k j ^g \ c j c a b \ [ Z ] ^ X W k j ^l X [ k j d ] Z Z [ f Z j [ f Z ji j a Y Z b ^ m ] e b Y Z n [ e W \ [ ^o ] Y Z [ d ] Z h [ ap [ a [ f Z a [ f Z ^ [ a ^ ] e b ^ [ ap W q ] [ X r ^ [ Y Z j e [ f Z n [ e j Xs [ t [ c d ^ ] Y [ h ] a m ] Z b _ j ^u [ e [ ^ j ^ Z [ t W \ [ au [ e [ ^ j ^ Z [ c X [ a Y q ] X` ] Y c n ] m ] X h [v Z [ k ] X r [ c [ Z f Z [ Y ] Xu [ h [ _ W Y Z n [ X b f Z Z b [ a [ f Z a b n W f Z [ X j ^ n ] f Z [s e f Z j X [ Z m ] Y Z j X [ Z d ] Z X [ Zu [ h [ _ W Y Z n [ X b f Z Z b [ a [ f Z a b h [ a [ e j ^ \ ] f Z [o [ ^ b c b Z [ h [ a [ e j ^l [ ^ [ Z X W e [ ] q Y Z [ X \ j k \ W e [ wg n [ c ] X [ f Z ] ^ r [ n [ c ] X [ f Z ] ^ xl W X e j ^ \ j a [ f Z ^ [ a k ] e [ a j ^ ] t [ ^ t ] ^ yl [ ^ [ Z X W e [ ] q Y Z [ X \ j k \ W e [ wg n [ c ] X [ f Z ] ^ r [ n [ c ] X [ f Z ] ^ x
• Which phrases jump out at you most strongly?

• Which would you like to know more about?

• What do you think the author is trying to say with this song?
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Read an Israeli newspaper z { { | } ~ � � � � �
Read a book about Israel’s history� � �� � � | � � � � } � � { � � �
Purchase and use Israeli products

Get involved with an Israel  

advocacy organization that  

matches your values

Read Israeli fiction/poetry and  

watch Israeli film

A?end an Israel Festival  

in your community

Hang a mizrach (eastern wall  
marker) in your home

Begin a collection of Israeli music

Begin learning Hebrew

Visit Israel — for a short trip or for a 

longer program
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Connect: 10 Ways to Build a 
Relationship with Israel
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Additional Readings

Books�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
����
� � � � � � � �   ¡ � ��� ¢ � � � � � � £ � � � � � � � ¤   ¡ � �

Websites


