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Colleyville 

Ours is a an intensely-wired world, a culture of 24-7 news, of social media, of text 

messages and of email. And so, this past Shabbat many of us sat glued to our TVs 

watching the events in Colleyville while simultaneously texting and emailing 

friends and family in search of ways in which we could make sense of unfolding 

events. Beyond the immediate fear for the lives of those being held captive and the 

expression of prayers on their behalf, we were left to consider, “why?” Is this the 

work of a lone lunatic? Are there political underpinnings to this attack on a 

synagogue? Are there broader anti-Semitic implications? And on a most primal 

level, in how much danger are my loved ones and I amidst our contemporary sea of 

divisiveness? 

 

Last Shabbat, we chanted the Song of the Sea, a poetic response to “geulah” – 

celebrating redemption and survival. Such is the tone with which we should begin 

today, expressing relief and joy, responding with blessing over the safe release of 

all the hostages who, themselves, were engaged in prayer.  

 

 ָּברּוָך ַאָּתה הי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם 
 ֶֹשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְּיָמנּו ְוִהִּגיָענּו ַלְּזַמן ַהֶּזה

 

Praised are you, Adonai, our God and sovereign, Who is a source of life, Who 

sustains us and enables our survival, and Who thwarted the vile and wicked plans 

of yet another of those who struck at us. 

 

Regarding the outcome in Colleyville, we have much to celebrate!! 

 

Simultaneously, there remains a heavy underlying anxiety which we cannot ignore.  

In recent days, we’ve all heard words denying the anti-Semitic nature of last 

week’s events, but this happened at a synagogue on a Shabbat morning! It is 

virtually impossible to separate out the gut feeling of an anti-Semitic context, to 

deny the inner sense that Jew hatred was, indeed, if not the only, a significant 

cause. 

 

For almost a decade and a half, apprehensively, we have lived with the rise of anti-

Semitic acts throughout Europe, here at home in America, and across the globe. 

While initially distinct from much of historical anti-Semitism in that the majority 

of attacks have been verbal in nature, over these most recent years the rhetoric has 

more frequently transitioned into violence. A Federation Email last Sunday 

summarized our current concern: “Threats come from an increasingly diverse and 



2 
 

 

complex array of sources – from organized terrorist groups to single individuals 

motivated by hate filled ideology to the growing prevalence of cyber-attacks. The 

threats we face from these attacks not only impact safety and inflict emotional 

trauma, but they reach further as they potentially cause individuals to question 

their participation in Jewish life as it occurs at our institutions and organizations. 

One cannot help but wonder - what next? What will tomorrow bring? 

 

Please join me in some historical context. We have progressively been confronted 

with anti-Semitism as a people, as a religion and, finally, as a race. As a people, we 

have been under attack from the very earliest of times. Two verses after describing 

the formation of the people of Israel, Exodus cites Pharaoh as saying: “Look, the 

Israelite people are too numerous for us. Let us deal shrewdly with them, so that 

they may not increase; otherwise in the event of war they may join our enemies in 

fighting against us and rise from the ground.” Our emergence as a collective 

resulted in the perception that we would be a danger, a potential nation within a 

nation. Parallel trepidation was later expressed by Haman during Persian times and 

by Antiochus under Syrian-Greek rule. Throughout history, our enemies have 

claimed that our very existence as a people has been an existential threat to others.  

 

As a religion, historically we have suffered greatly at the hands of both the 

Christian Church and Islamic rule. The founders of Christianity felt confronted 

with a terrible fact – the Jews, merely by continuing to be Jews, threatened the very 

existence of the early Church. Patristic Christianity perceived the destruction of the 

Second Temple as a divine rejection of the Jews. The Jews had been discredited 

and, now, the Church would inherit the title of Israel: covenantal partners with 

God. In subsequent centuries, we were charged with deicide and demonic 

possession, justifying Christian disgust, intolerance and persecution of the Jews. 

We Jews, blinded to the truth and in partnership with the devil, was considered a 

disease to be excised from the body of humanity.  

 

During the Middle Ages, Christian anti-Semitism only worsened. Holy Wars and 

Crusades, disputations, expulsions, the Inquisition. Blood libels, book burnings, 

false charges of desecration of the host, false charges of economic manipulation, 

and poisoning of Christians. Each of these events and attacks enhanced the 

perception that Jews, committed to an evil religion and an Old-Testament God of 

anger, were a powerful threat to Christianity. The Black Plague – we Jews brought 

it upon the world. Economic downturn – the source could only be attributed to our 

Jewish governmental and banking control and our evil Jewish manipulation. 

Disappearance or death of a child – accusations of a Jewish plot to obtain Christian 

blood. 
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Life in the early Islamic world was no better. As with Jesus, the Jews rejected the 

claims of Mohammed and suffered the consequences of a daughter religion’s 

failure to capture the support of those from which it emerged. Following centuries 

of existing as dhimi, a minimally tolerated group, extremist Muslims overran much 

of the world in the 11th thru 13th century and presented the Jews with the same 

option as did Christianity – conversion or death.   

 

In the words of Maimonides regarding the Muslims of his time: “…God has hurled 

us amidst this nation of hostile Ishmael…Never has a nation risen more injurious 

to us than this people; nor one which has come to degrade us and decimate us and 

make hating us their chief intent.”  In the face of religious persecution, we have 

nonetheless remained steadfast. But that commitment to religious beliefs has 

elicited hatred, suffering, and even death. One cannot help but wonder - what next? 

What will tomorrow bring? 

 

Since the Enlightenment and the introduction of Darwinism, the essence of Jew 

hatred has come to assume racial overtones. Voltaire, Wagner, Ford, Lindberg and 

Hitler - each claiming that we Jews are inherently evil by birth, that education, 

assimilation and conversion were insufficient and ineffective tools for removing 

the biological stains which make the Jew inherently less. In their minds, we Jews 

are eternally a race apart. When confronted with evidence to the contrary, 

following a period in which Jews would fight and give up their lives for a 

nationalistic cause, such efforts were later reframed with words such as those of 

Prussia’s Minister of Justice: “Jews’ temporary bravery does not preclude a lower 

degree of morality.” Racial theory, together with the emergence of the nation-state, 

promoted dangerous new Jewish stereotypes generating, once again, fears of a 

nation within a nation, a questioning of loyalty and accusations of genetic 

inferiority. What next?  

 

So, here we sit in 21st century America, the land of the free and the home of the 

brave, and residing in the safest and most welcoming nation in our more than 

4000-year history. Thank God for the United States of America!! And yet 

……Farakhan, the KKK, Charlottesville, Pittsburgh, and now, Colleyville. Once 

again, we are experiencing fear for our lives, fear for our community, fear for 

Israel, fear for the very future of Jewish life. 

 

I stand here with no claim to simple or easy answers for such are, by definition, 

false and misleading Even with history as a guide, the sheer number of variables is 

so large that we cannot accurately predict the immediate or long-term future. But 
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perhaps, together, we can strive to frame the conversation which calls to each of 

us, which tugs at our fears, and which demands our attention as we step into 

tomorrow. 

 

After tending to security concerns, our first obligation is awareness. We cannot 

live in isolation, in a protective cocoon of avoidance. We must seek an 

understanding of the cultural climate and then avoid adding fuel to the flames of 

anti-Semitism. Our choices and our behaviors have power; they do make a 

difference. We must strive to be, in the words of this morning’s Torah reading, an 

Goy Kadosh, a holy nation. Such awareness and the role modeling of holiness is 

essential. In isolation, however, they are insufficient. 

 

Additionally, we must come together as a community, supporting one another in 

our struggles and our fears, together in prayer and together in communicating to 

the world that we are united and will not tacitly accept persecution. Vigils and 

support sessions are another necessary component of our response.  However, 

activities such as vigils frighten me on multiple levels. First, most obviously, is the 

fear of creating an easy large target for those who hate us. Perhaps more 

insidiously, I fear that, for many, vigils will fulfill the inner need to have done 

something, while allowing us to defer real action which could truly affect change. 

That said, vigils and support sessions are a necessary, but insufficient response. 

 

This past Monday, a number of Jews marched in the Houston MLK parade, an 

experience linking us with others in fellowship. The message must be that we will 

not isolate ourselves; we will not avoid supporting others who also experience 

persecution. We must build bridges and connections, standing shoulder-to-shoulder 

in support of equal rights for all. Cross cultural identification and public 

reinforcement of others are necessary steps, but again – insufficient unto 

themselves. 

 

In my conversations this week with ADL leadership, they described our current 

environment as one in which anti-Semitism has found a comfort zone, at atmosphere 

in which the rhetoric on the airways and on the streets has somewhat normalized 

hate speech. For most of us, we encounter anti-Semitism through comments by 

friends and associates at work. Presented as innocuous, they are not. We cannot 

allow such words to stand unchallenged for those words create the world in which 

we live. It cannot be trivialized as merely an issue of political correctness! As 

Abraham Joshua Heschel noted, anti-Semitic acts follow anti-Semitic words. As 

difficult as it can be, we must engage in conversations enlightening others to the 
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destructive potential of their words. We simply cannot sit silently and permit such 

attitudes to become mainstreamed. 

 

Awareness, role modeling, communal gatherings, identification with other 

minorities, halting hate speech – each serves a critical role in creating an open and 

safe society in which we Jews can feel safe. Individually necessary, yet 

individually insufficient. Our response must be an “and”, not an “or.”  

 

We are all aware that there are no guarantees. But we are not powerless; we can 

engage in behaviors which increase our odds. We can emerge from our emotional 

cocoons to take responsibility for that which CAN be done. As we leave services 

this morning, from our sanctuary and from the sanctuary of homes – I ask you to 

reflect not on what others are doing or not doing, but upon what actions YOU are 

willing to take. That’s you in the singular.  

 

May we all see ourselves as partners in the Exodus from fear, as partners in 

working towards redemption. And may we, as were our ancestors at Sinai, be 

blessed with God’s presence, blessed with God’s protection. 

 

Shabbat Shalom. 


