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Rabbinic Times 
Varieties of Confrontations - Unit 13 
Cantor Levine 
 

I. Introduction 
II. Content and Tone 
III. Sake of Self or Others 
IV. Relationship of the Protestor 

a. Friend 
b. Child 

V. Literary Forms 
a. Courtroom Lawsuit 
b. Prayers 

VI. Confrontation as Ethics 
a. The Prism of the Authors 

 
 
Reading #1 
What is the meaning of “still you have not delivered your people” [Exodus 
5:23]?... Rabbi Akiva said that Moses argued thus: I know that you will one day 
deliver them, but what about those who have been immured in the buildings? Then 
the Attribute of Justice sought to strike Moses, but after God saw that Moses 
argued thus only for the sake of Israel, the Attribute of Justice did not strike him. 
 
“Then the Lord said to Moses, you shall soon see what I will do to Pharaoh” 
[Exodus 6:1) = you’ll witness only the war against Pharaoh but not the wars 
against the 31 kings of Pharaoh, on whom your disciple Joshua will exact 
vengeance. From here we derived that it was at this point that Moses received the 
sense that he would not enter the land.         Exodus Rabbah I [Shinan] 5:22, 23 
 
 
Reading #2 
All the wise are dear to God, and especially those who are wise with the wisdom of 
the most sacred giving of the law. And freedom of speech is nearly akin to 
friendship; since to whom would anyone speak with more freedom than to his 
friend? Very appropriately therefore is Moses spoken of in the Scriptures as dear 
to God, when he goes through an account of all the dangers which he had incurred 
by reason of his boldness, in such a way that they seem to deserve to be attributed 
to friendship rather than to arrogance; for audacity belongs to the character of the 
arrogant (or stubborn) man; but good boldness belongs the friend.    Philo 
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Reading #3a 
Were it not that you are Honi, I would’ve placed you under a ban, but what can I 
do unto you who nudges God and He accedes to your request, as a son that nudges 
his father and he accedes to his request?      Mishnah Ta’anit  
 

Reading #3b 
Just as a son nudges his father and the father, nevertheless fulfills the son’s will, so 
too you, Israel, nudge Him [God] and He nevertheless fulfills your desires.         
          Exodus Rabbah II 
 
 
Reading #4 
You find that this happened to Leah. After she had given birth to six sons, she 
prophesies that Jacob would ultimately have 12 sons. Since she had already given 
birth to six sons, and was pregnant with her seventh child, and the two handmaids 
had each born two sons, making 10 in all, Leah arose and protested the Holy One, 
saying: Master of the Universe, 12 tribes are to descend from Jacob, and since I 
have already given birth to six sons, and am pregnant with the seventh child, and 
each of the handmaidens has born two sons, which accounts for 10 sons, [if the 
child within me as a male,] my sister will not bear even as many sons as the 
handmaidens. The Holy One, blessed be He, hearken to her prayer and converted 
the fetus in her womb into a female, as it is said, “Afterward, she bore him a 
daughter, and named her Dinah [Genesis 30:21]. The masculine form of 
“afterward” is written in this first and not the feminine. 

 
Why did Leah call her Dinah [Din – judgment]? Because the righteous lay a stood 
up in judgment for the Holy One, blessed be He. The Holy One, blessed be He, said 
to her: since you are merciful, so I shall be merciful to her. Fourth with, And God 
remembered Rachel [Genesis 30:22)            Tanhuma, Vayetzei 8 
 
 
Reading #5 

A.  I[God] brought you up from the land of Egypt, I redeemed you from 
the house of bondage and I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam before 
you [Micah 6:4] - this teaches that Moses is not willing to deliver 
Israel but said to God: who am I?  Did You promise their ancestors 
that You would redeem their descendants by the hand of the mortal? 
Who am I that I should go…? Am I he whom You are sending to 
redeem them? Did You not promise Jacob: I will go down with you to 
Egypt; and I will bring you back. And now You tell me to do so? 
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B.  God replied: by your life, I will go down and save them. One woman 
came into Egypt, and on her account did I go down, and I saved her. 
When was this? When Pharaoh took Sarah, as it says: “And the Lord 
afflicted Pharaoh [Gen.12:17]. If on account of one woman I came 
down, should I not come down for the sake of 600,000 men, 600,000 
women, and 600,000 children? Therefore, Scripture says: And I sent 
before Moses, Aaron, and Miriam [Micah 6:4]. 

Exodus Rabbah II 15:14 

 
Reading #6 
“We are confronted by the fact that God, the just, ordered the killing of the young 
children of the Midianites (Numbers 31:7) and the extermination of the young 
children of the generation of the Flood…Logical necessity, therefore, demand that 
there exist after death a state in which they would obtain compensation for the 
pain suffered prior thereto.”               Sa’adiah Gaon 
 
 
Reading #7 
His actions in regard to all creatures of the world are perfect; there can be no 
critique whatsoever about His work. None of them can look at Him and say: Why 
should the generation of the Flood have been swept away?  

Sifre Deuteronomy 307 
 
 
Reading #8 
The nature of God is not like the nature of flesh and blood. In the case of a king of 
flesh and blood, when a province rebels against him, he acts against it with an 
indiscriminate punishment and kills the good along with the bad without 
considering: this one has sinned and this one has not sinned. Instead, he kills the 
whole of it [the province]. Now, God is not like that, but rather at the time when a 
generation provoked Him, He saves the righteous and destroys the wicked…For 
example, the generation of the Flood provoked Him. So, He destroyed them, as 
stated: “And all existence on earth was blotted out” (Genesis 7:23) but He rescued 
Noah as stated: “And Noah found favor with the Lord (Genesis 6:8).     
             Tanhuma Bemidbar 32 
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Reading #9 
Why did the Holy One, blessed be He, reveal [His decision concerning Sodom and 
Gemorah] to Abraham?  He did so because Abraham had previous reflected 
critically upon the episode of the generation of the Flood and had said [to 
himself]: It is impossible that there were not twenty righteous men or perhaps even 
ten righteous men in that generation from whose sake the Holy One, blessed be He, 
might have suspended His decision. Hence, the Holy One, blessed be He, declared: 
I will disclose the entire matter to him so that he will not say to me: “Perhaps 
there are righteous men in Sodom.” You know that it was so, for no sooner did He 
finish saying “Shall I hide from Abraham” [Genesis 18:17]. When he had told him 
all of this, how did he respond? Abraham drew near and said: “Will You sweep 
away the innocent along with the guilty? [Genesis 18:23]. 

Tanhuma Vayera 5 
 
 
Reading #10 
I pleaded (Va’etchanan) with the Lord at that time saying, “O Lord God, You let 
Your servant see the first works of Your greatness and Your mighty hand, You 
whose powerful deeds know god in heaven or on earth can equal! Let me, I pray, 
cross over and see the good land on the other side of the Jordan, that good hill 
country, and the Lebanon.” But the Lord was wrathful with me on your account 
and would not listen to me. The Lord said to me, “Enough! Never speak to Me of 
this matter again!                    Deuteronomy 3:22-26 
 
 
 


