
American Jewish History 

Handout - Lesson #9 

 

1. American Jews Speak Up 

2. The Aftermath of War 

3. Positive Impact on American Jewish Identity 

4. Responding to German Atrocities 

5. Tercentenary 

6. Jewish Political Involvement 

 

 

Reading #1 -From Morgenthau’s Diary 

One of the greatest crimes in history, the slaughter of the Jewish people in Europe, is 

continuing unabated. This government has for a long time maintained that its policy 

is to work out programs to serve those Jews of Europe who could be saved. I’m 

convinced on the basis of the information which is available to me that certain 

officials in our State Department, which is charged with carrying out this policy, 

have been guilty not only of gross procrastination and willful failure to act, but even 

of willful attempts to prevent action from being taken to rescue Jews from Hitler. 

 

 

Reading #2 - Text of Regner Telegram: 

Received alarming report that in the Fuhrer’s headquarters plan discussed in under 

consideration all Jews and countries occupied or controlled Germany numbering two  

million should after deportation and concentration in the East be exterminated to 

resolve once and for all the Jewish question in Europe [stop]  action reported plan 

for autumn methods under discussion including prussic acid [stop] we transmit 

information with all necessary reservation as exactitude cannot be confirmed [stop] 

informant stated to have close connections with highest German authorities in his 

reports generally reliable [stop] 

 

 

Reading #3  - As part of the “Allied Nations Issue Statement on Mass Murder”  

We are dealing with an insane man – Hitler - and the group that surrounds him 

represents an example of a national psychopathic case… It is not our purpose to fight 

for greater rights for anyone at the expense of another group. We have fought for the 

freedom for all and equal rights for all. We consider the attack on the Jews in 

Germany, in Poland, as an attack on our ideas of freedom and justice, and that is 

why we oppose it so vehemently.” 

 

 



Reading #4 – William Chapman Revercomb, West Virginia Senator 

“Many of those who seek entrance into this country have little concept of our form of 

government,” Revercomb said in 1947. “Certainly, it would be a tragic blunder to 

bring into our midst those infused with a communistic line of thought when one of the 

most important tasks of this government today is to combat and eradicate communism 

from this country.” 

 

 

Reading # 5 - George Burns: A Hidden Jew 

Burns had to hide his Jewishness. “He was Jewish inside, but it stopped at his skin 

because he couldn’t be too Jewish,” he said. “He and other Jewish show business 

friends had to join the Hillcrest Country Club because the others barred Jews. So, 

there you would find Burns and Groucho Marx, Jack Benny, Eddie Cantor, Al Jolson, 

Danny Kaye, Milton Berle, the Ritz Brothers and George Jessel. … I once asked 

Tommy Smothers if he knew Jack Benny was Jewish. He said no. So, these performers 

were playing to two audiences — the Jewish audience heard them one way and the 

gentile audiences another. It wasn’t until 1975 that Burns was finally able to wear his 

Jewishness with pride, when he co-starred with Walter Matthau as an aging Jewish 

vaudevillian, Al Lewis, in the movie, “The Sunshine Boys.” 

 

Reading #6 – Escaping Judaism, Harry Wolfson 

“There are certain problems of life for which no solution is possible. Because of our 

Judaism we must be prepared to give up some of the world’s goods even as we must 

be prepared to make sacrifices because of other disadvantages with which we may 

happen to be born. Not all men are born equal. Some are born blind, some deaf, some 

lame, and some are born Jews. The common lot of Jews, even in America, was to be 

isolated, to be deprived of many social goods and advantages.” 

 

Reading #7 – Jewish Quarterly Review, Abraham Neuman 

Looking back upon past horizons in many lands where Jewish communities have 

lived, we become conscious of our relatively high accomplishment under American 

skies. We also come to realize that the evolution of Jewish culture in America is still 

in its early stages. 

 

 

Reading #8 – Judaism, Robert Gordis 

The thinkers and leaders represented in the following pages share in common a faith 

in tomorrow, a conviction that American Jewry has its future before it and not behind 

it and that it’s children can attain a creative and meaningful Jewish life here in 

America. 

 


